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OVERVIEW OF GENESIS 
New beginnings bring an air of excitement and freshness. The book of Genesis is taken 
from its first words, “In the beginning.” Genesis is the beginning of everything. It is the 
beginning of creation, human history, life, death, and so much more. Before we push 
the start button on Genesis, let’s answer some basic questions about the Book.


Who wrote Genesis? Was it God or Moses? Ultimately it is the Holy Spirit that has 
breathed inspiration into the writings of the entire Bible [2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 
1:20-21]. However, the Holy Spirit used human authors to pen truth-filled words and 
sentences, which make up the narratives, letters, songs and stories within the Bible. 
When it comes to Genesis it is not easy available who wrote the stories catalogued in 
its 50 chapters.   Unlike the letters of the New Testament or prophecies of the Old 1

Testament there is no specific mentioning of Genesis’ author. But Jesus does say that 
Moses wrote the Genesis [Matthew 19:8; cf. 2 Kings 14:6]. I suppose that is adequate, 
since Jesus is God.


Who was Moses writing Genesis for? Was it for Jews or all people? Moses’ 
immediate audience is more than a million refugees trying to walk home to the land 
God promised. The Jewish people were slaves in Egypt, but God liberated them so 
they could have freedom to worship. They had wandered around the wilderness 40 
years because of their sin. Now Moses is writing to these Jews and to people from 
other nations who joined them [Exodus 12:38].


What is Genesis about? The theme Genesis is God, “In the beginning, God.” The 
book is about God. All the books of the Bible are about God. All of history is about 
God. Everything is about God. Genesis is not exhaustive; it does not tell us everything 
about God. The book of Genesis covers about 2,000 years of human history. It covers 
as much history as all of the rest of the Bible combined.  Genesis is a selective telling 2

of history by Moses. He gives the things that you need to know because they are most 
important and most related to our understanding of God. This leads you to what 
Genesis tells you about God.


,


J.Thomas Hutts 

 Moses wrote Genesis as one of five books called the Pentateuch.  The Pentateuch means one book in five parts. 1

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy are one book, written by Moses in five parts.

 From just from Genesis 2, 3, 4, and 5, it covers 1,656 years in a couple chapters.2
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OUTLINE OF GENESIS 

The Beginning [Genesis 1:1-2:3] 
Beginning Word on God [1:1-3; 2:1-3]

Beginning of Everything (Except God) [1:4-25]

Beginning of Mankind [1:26-31; 2:4-25]


The Fall of Man: The beginning of the end [Genesis 3-4] 
Believing a Lie from the Wrong Voice [3:1-6]

How Sin Infects [3]

The Consequences of Sin [3:7-24]

Creations need to Reconcile with its Creator [3:15, 21]

Raising Cain: The Call for Repentance [4]


Noah [Genesis 5-9] 
Walking in Obedience, Part 1 [5:1-7:1]

Walking in Obedience, Part 2 [7-8]

The Covenant [9]

Babel [10-11]


Abraham & Sarah [Genesis 11:10-23:1ff] 
Honest Abe [11:27-32]

The Call [11:10-12:9]

Journey of Faith [12-22]

Melchizedek [14]

God will Provide [21-23]

A Bride for Isaac [24]


Jacob [Genesis 25-36] 
The Tale of Two Brothers [25-27]

Jacob’s Dream [Genesis 28] 

From Recluse to Reconciled Part 1 [29-31]

From Recluse to Reconciled Part 2 [32]

From Recluse to Reconciled Part 3 [33]

Coming Home Part 1 [34]

Coming Home Part 2  [35-36]


Joseph [Genesis 37-50] 
Your Average Joe [37]

Faithful Deception - Judah & Tamar [38]

Secret of Success Part 1: Faithfulness & Favor [39]

Secret of Success Part 2: Workmanship & Wisdom [40-41]

Life Hurts, God Heals [42-45]

A Reunion to Remember [46-47]

For Dads & Granddads [48-49]

God’s Purpose from the Beginning [50]
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The Beginning (Genesis 1-2) 

The Beginning Word of God 
Genesis 1:1–-2:3 

The theme Genesis is God, “In the beginning, God.” The book is about God. All the 
books of the Bible are about God. All of history is about God. Everything is about God. 
Genesis is not exhaustive; it does not tell us everything about God. The book of 
Genesis covers about 2,000 years of human history. It covers as much history as all of 
the rest of the Bible combined.   Genesis is a selective telling of history by Moses. He 3

gives the things that you need to know because they are most important and most 
related to our understanding of God. This leads you to what Genesis tells you about 
God.


The first information we have about God from Genesis is obvious:


God is [1:1].  There is not a long argument, just a statement of fact, “In the beginning, 
GOD.” He is. God exists as He is. He always was and is. God simply is.


However, God is not just simple, He is also complex. God is One [1:1, 26]. The 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity is that there is one God,  and this one God is three 4

equal persons—Father, Son, and Spirit [cf. Isaiah 48:16; Matthew 3:16-17, 28:18-20]. 
Although Moses might have understood the Trinity concept completely because of 
progressive revelation, therefore, the rest of Scripture teaches that each member of the 
Trinity was involved in Creation: the Father created 9Psalm 19:1; Acts 17:28; 1 
Corinthians 8:6], the Son created [John 1:1-3, 10, 14; Colossians 1:16-17], and the 
Spirit created [Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13].


God did not keep silent about His creation and plans with creation. God is a talker 
[1:3a]. God spoke His creation into existence with the power of His words. God said 
and it was. God created light, stars, planets, plants and animals all by saying so. He 
spoke to His creation and charged them on how to live. God is verbal. If God talks, you 
must listen.


God make everything [1:3-25].  The question is not often whether God created 
everything [Hebrews 11:3], rather how did He create everything. For the sake of time 
and space, I will not indulge in a scientific treatise of Genesis and creation. Yet I will 
give you a few thoughts to chew on. First, there are differences in opinion among 
Christians as to whether God created a young earth [7 literal days] or old earth [i.e. gap 
between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2]. There are tensions because in Genesis 1-2 there is a 

 Just Genesis 2, 3, 4, and 5, alone covers 1,656 years in a couple chapters.3

 Cf. Deuteronomy 6:4; 2 Chronicles 15:3; Jeremiah 10:10; John 17:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 1 John 5:20-214
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mixture of history and symbols. Second, there are even more differences in opinion in 
the claims of science. Scientists have wrestled with the origins of the universe and 
human kind for millennia’s [i.e. Darwinism, atheism, intelligent design, irreducible 
complexity, etc.]. The theories and hypothesis among scientists come in all shades of 
colors, sizes and textures.


Let it be known, Genesis is not a scientific textbook, but what Genesis does tell us is 
enough—God created everything. This must be clear or Genesis 2 and following do not 
make any sense. Galileo said it well, “The Bible is not preeminently concerned with 
telling us how the heavens go. The Bible is, instead, most concerned with telling us 
how to go to Heaven.”


When God made everything He made it good [1:25]. God openly says, “Let there be 
this, and let there be that,” not half-heartedness or with reckless speediness. He did 
not make cheap trinkets that would easily fall apart. He created everything good. In the 
beginning there was no need for a policeman, fireman, garbage man or handy man. 
Everything was created good—without death, defect, or decay.


God rests after making everything [2:1-3].  Why did God rest? Did He get tired from 
using all His creative juices? No God is limitless in His creative powers. He does not 
need a break because of tiredness or vacation from stress. He rested the seventh day 
because He knew in His infinite wisdom that His created man would need this as an 
example to live by. Man is a finite creature and needs to rest weekly in order to remain 
sane and Sabbath. Rest is something God models and makes for man. Rest is best for 
mankind.


God gets glory for His greatness.  Every molecule, ameba, moth, mosquito, 
Madagascar hissing cockroach, muskrat, monkey, moose, mouse, mountain lion, 
manatee, and man were created to give back praise to their Creator. God made 
creation to glorify Himself [Psalm 19:1]. God made creation to pour forth His love 
[Psalm 136]. God made creation for Himself [Colossians 1:16]. God made creation to 
show you His attributes [Romans 1:20]. And God made creation to worship Him 
[Revelation 4:11]. Everything was made by God and for God. Only “the fool says in his 
heart, ‘There is no God.’” [Psalm 14:1]


What are the different views of Creation and the Origins of Mankind? Which do you 
ascribe? Can you support your position from the Bible? How does Hebrew 11:3 factor 
into your position? 

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �7



�
What is the personal significance to you that Genesis 1-2 are focused on the Creator vs. 
Creation? How does this view affect the way that you look at other aspects of your life? 

What have you learned about God from observing His creation? 
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The Beginning of Everything (Except God) 
Genesis 1:1–25 

You do not have to build a super computer or search the worlds end to find the answer 
to the origins of life, the universe and everything. Genesis tell you a lot about the 
originator, and its origins. First, God created everything with order to reflect His 
character. Check out the precision and order to the days of God’s creation:


Did God really need 6-days to create 
everything? It is just like asking the 
question, if God got tired after 
creating everything? No. God could 
have created everything in the blink 
of an eye or the snap of a finger, but 
He chose 6-days to demonstrate the 
week of work and need for day of 
rest. God made all this great stuff 
before He made you. He desires to 
take care of you from the get go. 
What a great God!


Second, without an understanding 
of Genesis 1-2, you cannot 
understand Genesis 3 and beyond. 
Without understanding how good 
God created everything, you cannot 
completely grasp what happens in 
the rest of the Bible.


Third, creation is a theme found 
throughout the Bible. You will see 
the notion of creation pop up other 
places in the Bible. It all starts in 
Genesis with God creating all things. 

Later in the Bible, Jesus Christ comes as the Savior of mankind, redeeming His 
creation. Those who believe in Him become new creations. Even later in the Bible, 
following the second coming of Jesus Christ, the idea of creation will reappear with the 
creation of a new heavens and new earth that are not stained with sin. God loves to 
create.


Fourth, since God created everything, everything is under his authority. You are 
responsible and accountable as a creation to your Creator. Why should I obey God? He 
made you. He owns you. He holds the deed to your life. You can still choose not to 
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believe or obey, even create your own gods to worship, but that does not erase the fact 
that He is God and you are not. He owns your life, and you owe Him your life. Since, 
He is the authority everything will give account to Him. It is best to obey Him today 
than tomorrow.


How does the creation of the world show the wisdom and power of God?  How do the 
creation days correlate with one another? 

What amazes you about creation?  If you were there what would you have wanted to 
see? 

How is creation a theme throughout the Bible?  How is the creation like the Creator? 

How does creation remain under the authority of the Creator?  How are you under his 
authority? 

How does Genesis 1-2 help you understand the rest of the Bible?   

Why did God rest?  Did he really need to rest?  What lesson is their for you and creation 
in the example of rest? 
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The Beginning of Mankind 
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:4-25 

What came first the chicken or the egg? That is the infamous question of origins. 
Except today we will unlock the mysteries to the question, what came first the human 
or ape? I am not satisfied with the conclusion that I evolved from an ape or primordial 
ooze. Is there another option? A better option?


Genesis does tell you a lot about God and everything He created, and it also says a lot 
about yourself. First, man is made in God’s image [1:26]. You were created. God 
made you. He made you to be a reflector of one thing—Himself. But what does it mean 
that God has created you in His image? The answer is in the context of Genesis 1:26. 
You are imaged as a dominioneers. A dominioneer is a ruler, a mini king like the King of 
kings. This is what sets you apart from every other animal, plant, or planet that God 
created.


As dominioneers you are charged to take care of everything God has created on earth 
and spread yourselves out in population as well as spread the popularity of God’s fame 
through your obedience. You were made in the image of God to bear His name, to 
work, to rule, and to serve as God’s steward. The earth is not our mother; rather God is 
our very good Father. This cultural mandate is supposed to carry forth as the church 
building a kingdom counter culture that honors God, obeys His Word, and expands His 
fame.


Second, man was created as male and female [1:27; 2:4-25]. God created man 
equally in His image, but He created them differently in sex and roles. God made the 
male a helpmate suitable for him [2:18] because God knew he needed a personal 
companion and complement [not compliment, but a counterpart]. These verses on 
male and female are critical for relationships, marriage, and sexuality issues. Issues our 
culture would rather ignore. Man and woman become one flesh in marital union as 
designed by God. This is the miracle or marriage.


Third, man was created very good [1:31]. Above all of God’s creation He sets man 
apart as not just good, but very good. Man was innocent and sinless at first [2:25]. Man 
had direct communication with God in the garden. And man felt no shame with God. 
That is why they were naked. They had nothing to hide. They were completely open 
and transparent with God. Today, you would never walk outside your house without 
any clothes on because you would either be embarrassed or arrested. Today 
nakedness equals shame and hiding things is natural. Why? You will have to wait for 
more on this next week.


In conclusion, history and humanity has a beginning The Bible begins with God and the 
creative act that sent time into motion. The Bible addresses the origin of man and the 
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universe [and everything] in Genesis 1-2. These first chapters of the Bible reveal to you 
the character of God, the beginnings of creation and the beginnings of man. You and I 
are left to ponder and wonder, let us draw to God in worship and praise for His 
wonderful creation.


What does it mean that man was created in the image of God?  What doesn't it mean? 

Were man and women created equal?  Why is this a correct understanding of this 
important?  How is this often misused or abused in our day? 

Why was all of creation created good but man was created very good?   What does this 
tell you about the value of mankind to God? 

How does creations view on the origin of man and goodness differ from the worlds 
view? 
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The Fall—The Beginning of the End (Genesis 3-4) 

Believing a Lie from the Wrong Voice 
Genesis 3 

The Garden of Eden was a place of beauty; a place untainted by sin and its crippling, 
polluting, heartbreaking effects; a place where they could hear and communicate with 
the voice of God; a place of intimacy with man and of intimacy with almighty God. 
Everything God created He says is “good.” Adam and Eve’s world was a paradise.


One rule. All Adam and Eve had in the Garden was one rule, “You must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will certainly 
die.” [Genesis 2:17] Like a kid left alone with a cookie jar, our first parents started the 
first rebel-ution against their Heavenly Father.


If Genesis 1–2 was paradise, then Genesis 3 is paradise lost. Through one foolish and 
rebellious rule breaking act—eating the fruit God had forbidden—Adam and Eve lost 
their innocence, dignity, home, and relationship with God, “through one man sin 
entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because 
all sinned.” [Romans 5:12] How did the Fall of Mankind happen?


The voice of God is the only voice Adam and Eve have know, however, a strange voice 
enters the Garden. The voice comes from a serpent. The serpent is defined later in 
Scripture as the “one of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world” [Revelation 12:9]. He is a voice filled with lies. Jesus calls him the “the father of 
lies” [John 8:44]. Satan is sneaky and his first recorded words are deceitful and crafty 
[3:1]. Satan is no less crafty and deceitful today. How does he deceive with craftiness?


Satan seeks to confuse. His question for Eve was, “Did God actually say?” [3:1]. In 
other words, “Are you sure that’s what God said?” Eve heard God’s command loud and 
clear, but the serpent planted doubts in her head. He tries to confuse you too, “Maybe 
that verse doesn’t really mean what it looks it means. Maybe God doesn’t mean for you 
to take that literally. Maybe…Maybe…Maybe…” Satan’s strategy is to make you doubt 
the clear teachings of the Bible.


Satan twists God’s words. Satan puts words in God’s mouth, “Did God actually say, 
‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” Nope. God did not say that! God told 
Adam and Eve they could eat from any tree of the garden—except the one [2:16–17]. 
Satan makes God look like a bully. Satan will says things like, “God won’t care if you 
take just one look. It won’t hurt anyone.” Or, “If it’s fun, why would it be bad?” 
Remember, God is good and Satan twists.
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Satan comforts your conscience despite the consequences. He tries to ease the 
idea of actual consequences, “You will not surely die!” [3:4]. It is as if Satan is saying, 
“God’s not going to kill you over a small bite. Eating that apple is not a big deal. Go 
ahead. You know he will forgive and forget.” He is essentially saying God is a liar, but 
Jesus says that Satan is the liar [John 8:44]. This is where man needs to make a choice
—believe God or not? God speaks the truth, “the wages of sin is death” [Rom. 6:23].


Satan speaks enough truth to make sin sound tasty. There is enough truth in 
Satan’s statement, “God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” [3:5]. Satan is making sin 
sound so freeing. Satan promised Adam and Eve freedom, instead they received guilt 
[3:7]. Sin’s promises are like a mirage that never appears. They were fooled into 
thinking they would be like God, instead they found themselves hiding from God [3:8–
10]. Satan fell to pride and he knows mankind is just as foolish. Today, we view pride 
as a virtue and submission to authority as a weakness. The world says, “Do want you 
want. Do what makes you feel good. Go for it. Live you best life now. Be proud of 
yourself. Have more self-esteem.” All the while Satan has you heart bait-and-switched 
on yourself.


It is important to note that God created the smart-mouthed serpent, Satan. What you 
do not hear in Genesis, but is explained later in the Scripture is that Satan and 1/3 of all 
the angels of heaven who sided their allegiance with Satan’s ego-trip rebellion against 
God were cast out of heaven. Satan is not co-equal with God, over God, or in some 
cosmic battle of good and evil with God. God has no match; He has no equal, nor is 
there anyone like Him. God has Satan on a tight leash and Satan knows it. Satan, like 
mankind is a created being and is dependent upon God like all for God’s creation, 
however he has been around a while and knows the sinful ways of man, which makes 
him very smart and more experienced in the ways of sin than you. Be careful what 
voice you listen to. Make sure the voice matches the character of God.


What would it have been like to walk with God in the garden? 

What was the first couple’s first rule?  Who did God tell the rule to?  Why is this 
important? 
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What two voices did the first couple hear in the garden?  How can you tell the 
difference between the two voices? 

Why is it important to know that God created the serpent? 

Who did God talk to first after the first couple at the fruit?  Why is this important?   

How have you seen Satan deceive like the four ways mentioned?  How can you protect 
yourself from Satan’s craftiness? 
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How Sin Infects 
Genesis 3 

With the entrance of sin into the garden a devastating chain of events happened within 
relationships and creation. In the Fall of Mankind into sin you learn what went wrong 
with the world in which you live. Sin is like a contagious infection that spread like a 
rapid plague through this world infecting the heart of man and the creation God made.


First, sin infects man’s relationship with God. The first man and women were 
created to know God and fellowship with Him in the Garden of Eden. The garden was a 
temple where they could, walk, talk and worship God.


Rather than responding to God in dependence their sinfulness craved independence. 
Like a teenager desiring independence from their parents, such is the state of man ever 
since the Fall—in a battle to become god in ourselves or create our own gods that 
were lift up higher than the One True God [Romans 1:21-25]. All gods we create are 
cheap imitations and lead man into confusion and frustration because they never quite 
satisfy like a relationship with God.


Second, sin infects affects man’s relationship with one another. Sin has devastated 
and disintegrated human relationships. I have seen in my short lifetime the devastating 
effects of sin within relationships. I have seen how bitterness and anger rip apart 
friendships, how temptations and immorality explode a marriage, how rape and abuse 
tailspin a women’s trust in a man, how a woman’s words emasculates a man, how 
fathers neglect their homes, how mothers forsake their babies, how siblings splinter 
over self-centered rivalries and jealousy, how tyrant bosses inflict their fearful subjects 
with slavish tactics, how governments sponsor genocide upon people groups. Sin has 
infected every relationship at every level. Man’s inhumanity to man has been the story 
of human history.


Third, sin infects all of creation [Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 8:20-22]. Humans are not 
the only ones affected by the Fall. The material world now resists man and makes life 
hard for him. Creation groans under the affects of the Fall. Sickness, crime, poverty, 
injustice, suffering, famine, death—this in not the world God created it to be. The sin of 
mankind is the source. So what must be done? What did God do? What can man do?


The infection of mankind sin has been passed down from generation to generation. It 
has permeated every living soul. As discussed, sin infects man’s relationship with God, 
man’s relationship with fellow man, and all of creation bears the scars of sinfulness. 
God, like a Great Physician is able to remove the cancerous tumor at a cost with 
consequences [more on this next week].
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How does sin infect man?  How does it infect our relationship with God?  With one 
another?  Our children?  Creation? 

 How does sin alienate you from God? 

How are all women like Eve? How are all men like Adam? 

How is the goodness of God seen in the curses and consequences for man’s sin? 
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The Consequences of Sin 
Genesis 3:7-24 

With Have you ever fallen so hard that you hurt yourself and needed help? I remember 
a few years ago, Hannah, a gal in our church fell so hard that she fractured her scull on 
the concrete sidewalk. She did not remember her fall after the initial impact, other than 
what other people tell her. Supposedly she was able to get up from the sidewalk and 
say, “My head hurts, really bad,” but doesn’t remember anything. When visiting her in 
the hospital she was noticeably dazed and confused. The fall left her with some 
immediate pain and sickness and long-lasting consequences such as memory 
troubles, headaches, and cautious attention to future activities. The consequences of 
the Fall of Mankind in the Garden of Eden were not at all different.


First, there are immediate consequences to the fall of man [3:7-13]. The major 
immediate consequence of the fall was death [Romans 3:23]. No longer was man 
innocent. They now knew right and wrong and their innocence could not be undone. 
This was not the only immediate consequence for sin.


Immediately sin brought guilt [3:7]. Satan promised Adam and Eve freedom, instead 
they received guilt. They thought sin would bring freedom, but all it brought was 
bondage. Their guilt caused them to be ashamed. They once were naked and 
unashamed, now they were naked, humiliated, and ashamed. They noticed their 
nakedness. Now, no one told them they were bare-naked, they simply felt open and 
vulnerable because God uncovered their hearts.


Immediately sin brought alienation from God [3:8-13]. Man was fooled into thinking 
they would be like God, instead they found themselves hiding from God. Like little kids 
hiding from their parent they tried to duck and cover from God but that is impossible 
[i.e. talking to bf or gf, porno under bed, drinking, immodest outfit, homework, etc.]. 
How silly is it to hide from an all-knowing, ever-present God? Sin makes you stupid. 
Have you ever watched COPS? Sin makes you do silly things. Sin alienates mankind 
from God, which breaks their relationship with Him.


Do you notice God has a lot of questions of Adam and Eve? Why so many questions? 
Through a few direct questions God quickly uncovers man’s heart. What you cover, 
God uncovers. However, what you uncover God covers. What Adam and Eve should 
have done is confessed to God immediately. When God asks, “Where are you?” They 
should have responded, “Here I am, I have sinned against you, God.”


You cannot run from God, for long. He is a pursuer. Man does not seek God; God 
seeks man. He is on a mission to “seek and save the lost [and hiders].” No matter how 
far or fast you run God, He is right there. You cannot shake Him. He is a pursuer 
because He is a lover. Will you stop running? Are you willing to come out of hiding and 
uncover your shame?
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Second, with the fall of man came specific curses and consequences for specific 
characters [3:14-19]: 

Third, there are long-term consequences because of the fall of man [Genesis 
3:20-24]. Shame caused the two-sinners to sew fig-leaf-undies to cover their 
nakedness. Like soldiers arming themselves with protection and defense they cloth 
themselves with weak and useless greens.  Notice God does not shame them even 5

more because of their new Fruit of the Looms; rather God replaces their man-made 
coverings with a sacrificial garment [v.21]. God does for man what they cannot do for 
themselves. God sheds animal blood to give them a garment to wear, which begins the 
biblical theme of sacrifice, which weaves its way through Scripture.


 Cf. Deuteronomy 28:48; Job 1:21; Isaiah 58:7.5
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The consequences for sin are serious, but God in His grace sends a sacrifice. Adam 
and Eve’s garment is the first sacrifice of many bloody sacrifices to come that stretch 
all the way to Jesus Christ on the cross [cf. John 1:29]. He is the Sacrificer for 
mankind’s sin, and therefore the self-declared Savior for mankind.


What are the immediate and the longterm consequences of sin?   

Why did God ask so many questions of Adam and Eve in the garden? 

Why does sin cause shame and guilt?  How are guilt and shame used by God for our 
good?  How do we use them for our bad?   

Which of the curses or consequences has been most impactful to you? 

Why is it important to understand the consequences for sin? 

Are there are sins you are hiding and need to confess? 

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �20



�

Creation’s Need to Reconcile with its Creator 
Genesis 3:15 

I am the product of the normal dysfunctional American home, which means my parents 
divorced before I was able to speak, I was in and out of special education classes in 
school, needed specialized counseling, and struggled with parental authority until after 
college. I am grateful today for my family situation and how God used it all as a means 
to mature me into the man I am today. However, when I was younger, I was not so 
grateful. In fact, I was bitter, jealous, self-centered, and had ungodly expectations of 
my parents, especially my mother.


It was until the summer after college, I came under conviction for my sinful 
expectations and need for reconciliation with my mother. After years of church, 4-years 
of Bible College training for the ministry, and life of ministry awaiting ahead God 
convicted me through His Word and His Spirit, “Justin, if you are going to be a vehicle 
of reconciliation into the lives you are ministering and have not reconciled with your 
own mother, you are living a lie. I have reconciled your relationship with Me. How dare 
you are slapping Me in the face.” By the end of that summer I sat down with my Father 
seeking forgiveness, and my mother seeking reconciliation for my hidden expectations. 
And God reconciled.


First, God promises to conquer sin and remove it from His creation [Genesis 
3:15]. In the beginning of the fall of mankind, God gives a glimmer of hope. This verse 
is known as the protevangelium, or the first proclamation of the gospel. In the 
seriousness of the situation, Adam’s sin, gives a sobering mention of a seed of 
salvation. Although centuries of conflict will follow this fall, a day would come when the 
seed of the women triumphed over sin. Eve’s daughter, Mary, gives birth to the 
promised seed. “He”, namely Jesus, the promised seed [Galatians 4:4], will one day 
crush the head of Satan [Galatians 3:16-19]. In a sense, as followers of Christ live 
under the gospel and become reconciled to God they are destroying the devil and his 
work [Romans 16:20].


Second, God works throughout history to reveal Himself and reconcile His 
creation to Himself. From Genesis 3 to Revelation 22, God progressively works out 
His redemptive plan. In Genesis, we will see His plan worked out through Noah, 
Abraham, Joseph, and later with Moses, David and the prophets. God is relentless and 
passionate about His redemptive purposes for the people of this planet. God remedies 
creations need through the Redeeming Seed. He is the climax of history and the saving 
activity of God. He conquered sin, death, and Satan.


Third, God uses sacrifice as the means for reconciliation. It is a sacrifice that 
clothed Adam and Eve [3:21]; a sacrifice where blood was spilt because of sin. God 
provided this sacrifice. God initiated reconciliation and provided its means. What the 
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Lord Jesus Christ is called in 1 Corinthians 15:45 is the second Adam. That the first 
Adam failed, and that the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ succeeded.  6

Interesting connection: in the Garden before Jesus’ death, remember who comes 
to the second Adam? The serpent. The serpent tempts Jesus as He did Adam with 
food. He also tempts Jesus with pride. He takes Him and shows Him all the kingdoms 
of the earth, and says, “You can rule and reign over all. You don’t need to go to the 
cross and suffer. All you need to do is bow down and worship me.”


The first Adam allowed the serpent to speak. Jesus steps in and speaks. The first 
Adam allowed the Word of God to be misquoted. Satan again, in his temptation of 
Jesus as Adam, misquotes Scripture and changes its meaning. But Hebrews 4:15 says 
that every moment that the serpent came to tempt Him, He was tempted in every way 
as you are, yet without sin. At every moment that the serpent came to Jesus, He 
emerged sinless, triumphant, and victorious.


And so the serpent devised one final plan. As he had caused the first Adam to kill 
himself via sin that led to his death, he knew that he could not get Jesus, the second 
Adam, to kill Himself, so he decided that he would simply kill Him. In Luke 22:3, we are 
told that Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ own 12 disciples. He 
possessed Judas Iscariot, fulfilling the prophecy of Zachariah in which a friend through 
a kiss for 30 pieces of silver would betray Jesus. Indeed, Jesus was betrayed. Jesus 
was handed over. And Jesus was ultimately murdered unjustly.


Colossians 2:13-15 says that though this appears as a victory for Satan and his 
minions, it was the greatest victory in the history of the world for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
On the cross, Jesus did something extraordinary. He took sin upon Himself.  And 7

Romans 5 says, “We’re either in the first Adam – dead, or in the second Adam – alive.“ 
Are you dead or alive? Which Adam do you follow? The Second Adam is your only 
hope of salvation and a forever. Follow Him.


What does it mean to reconcile?  Have you ever had to reconcile a relationship?  What 
is your story? 

 Cf. Daniel 7:13-14; Romans 5:12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 12.6

 Struggle, affliction and suffering won the battle over the serpent. Cf. Isaiah 53:12; Luke 24:26, 46-47; Romans 7

16:20; 2 Corinthians 1:5-7; Colossians 1:24; 1 Peter 1:11.
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How did God initiate reconciliation with you?  How has God shown himself a reconciler 
through the Bible? 

How did Jesus give the serpent his final blow?  How does this encourage you today as 
you live in a fallen world with broken relationships? 

What is the difference between the first Adam and the second Adam?  How do you 
have victory today through the Second Adam? 
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Raising Cain—The Call for Repentance 
Genesis 4 

Raising Cain is an expression given to someone who causes havoc. We get the phrase 
from the Genesis 4, where we get a glimpse into the first family and the children they 
raised. The children of Adam and Eve were far from perfect. This is a tale of two 
brothers. Woven into this story are incredible lessons for parents, children, and 
everyday followers of God.


What’s in a name? [Genesis 4:1-2]  Biblical names have meanings. The biblical 
meanings of names are significant and often shape the life of the one who bears the 
names. Let’s meet our two brothers: The first brother is Cain. His name means ‘acquire, 
get, possess’. The second brother is Abel. His name means ‘vapor or breath’.  As we 
will see in the story their names have a predetermining affect on their futures.


What is the purpose of your work? [4:3-5]  In Genesis 1-2, during the days of created 
God set an example for man to live by—6-days a week man works the land God 
creates and the seventh day man worships the God who created the land which they 
work [1:26-28]. Both the brothers are hard workers. Cain works the land and Abel 
ranches the animals. They are generous workers. From an early age both brothers learn 
the value of giving God a portion of their labors for praise and worship. Work is a 
means of worship because work involves sacrifice. This is a great lesson for all laborers.


Your mission while working is to give God your best in time, effort, aspirations, career, 
and money. Come to God with something in your hands to worship God from rewards 
of your reaping. Both brothers recognize their work and rewards of their work come 
from God. Both brothers bring gifts of their labors to God. Cain brings the first fruits of 
his land and Abel brings the firstborn of his flock. Both brothers come with something 
in their hand, but also something in their heart.


God questions what you bring for worship [4:6-7a].  In Genesis 3:9-13, God 
questions Cain’s parents over their actions in the Garden; He does the same here with 
Cain. God loves to ask questions. Man seeks to avoid questions. Man’s motto is, 
“Don’t ask; don’t tell.” God asks, “Why are you angry? It’s all over your face. I see your 
heart. Will you do what is right and repent?”


Cain comes to God with full hands but a jealous heart of unbelief [cf. 1 John 3:12; 
Hebrew 11:4]. He looks at his bowl of Cheerios and then at his brother’s box of Omaha 
Steaks and thinks, “Wow, my offering is pretty lame,” and jealous grew in his heart over 
Abel. Was it that Abel’s offering was better? No. The mass of the offering in your hands 
does not matter a bit, but the manner of your heart before God does matter.


Do you compare your worship with others? When in church are you looking around at 
what others bring? Are you jealous because someone else has your is growing in their 
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relationship with God more than you, better life [job, girl or guy] than you, appears 
more success than you? Are you obsessed with other people around you, rather than 
the only One whose opinion matters? Abel comes to God with a love for God in his 
heart. His offering is regarded because his heart is to please God. Cain’s offering 
looked religious, but his heart is not dependent upon God. Some Christians are a lot 
like Cain, even worse because they come to God with nothing in their hands. He at 
least comes with something in his hand, even though what he had in his heart was 
wicked and twisted.


What are the consequences of keeping a jealous heart? [4:7b-9].  If Cain does not 
get a handle on his jealousy it will handle him. God warns Cain, “Your sin will drive you 
insane.” Sin is powerful enough to drive one to insanity and death. Cain must have 
learned the desire for power and prestige from his mommy [cf. desire; Genesis 3:16b]. 
Do you notice the pride in Eve’s statement, “I have made a man” [4:1]? She didn’t 
make man, God did. Eve is trying to rule over her roost and her redemption, but Cain is 
not the promised Redeemer Seed [cf. 3:15].


The consequences of keeping jealousy in your heart will cause it to grow and spiral out 
of control. First, if you internalize jealousy you will be depressed. Second, if you 
externalize jealousy you will get violent [i.e. Cain]. Third, if you deal with jealousy 
through repent you will rule over it with self-control. If you are convicted of a jealous 
heart, repent, before it gets worse. And worse it did get for Cain. Cain invites his 
brother to the farm, kills him in broad daylight, and buries his bloody body under the 
ground. This is a premeditated murder. Jealousy led to insanity. Insanity led to Abel’s 
mortality.


God as Counselor and Judge [4:9-12].  Echoing God’s question in the Garden [3:9], 
God asks Cain, “Where is your brother, Abel?” [v.9]. And like his parents, He covers 
with a lie, “I don’t know! Am I Abel’s babysitter?” This should have been an opportunity 
for immediate repentance and restoration. Instead, God has to step in as the law 
enforcer, CSI agent, prosecutor, and Judge. Therefore, since Cain alienates himself 
from God, God alienates him from good farmland. Cain dishonors the dirt, and the dirt 
dishonors Cain [cf. 3:17].


What happens when you repent? [4:13-26].  I believe, Cain responds to God’s curse 
with a repentant heart, “My sin is greater than I can bear” [v.13]. The curse cracks the 
hard shell of Cain’s heart. He realizes and wakes up to the consequences of his sin. He 
knows he will have to move away [East of Nod = “wandering” alienation from God], be 
a fugitive, believes someone will track him down and kill him too.


It is not a popular opinion, but I believe Cain repents because God blesses him through 
protection [15-16, tattoo], gives him a family [17a], gives him a refuge city [17b], gives 
him another brother [25a], promises a Redeemer Seed [25b-26a], and brings a revival 
[26]. God is a good God—a gracious God. God gives Cain good gifts despite his sin.
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In Genesis 4, you see Cain’s worst day. Lame Lamech gives you a look into where 
Cain’s sin could lead without repentance [vs.19-24]. I am glad that the Bible is an 
honest book describing the gruesome details of people’s lives. I could not image God 
putting my worst days in the Bible as an example for others to read and remember. 
God gives these examples to learn about His grace, so that in your worst day you can 
also have your best because God’s restoration follows repentance.


The story of Cain and Abel does not make sense until you put yourself into the shoes 
of Cain. You are Cain. You have killed your brother, Jesus. You come to God with 
empty worship and an unrepentant jealous heart. Jesus’ death offers you life and hope. 
Jesus’ death and blood cries out so that you would believe in your brother and Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ [Hebrews 12:24].


Where do you find yourself in the story of Cain and Abel? 

Why was Cain so angry?  What did God see that many can’t see? 

What are some of the lessons in this story for parents? Children? Or everyday followers 
of God? 

What is the overall effect of sin’s mastery as this story is played out? 
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What do you think Genesis 4 is meant to instill in you? How does it impact you? 

What is repentance?  What does repentance look like?  Are there sins you need to 
repent of? 
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Noah (Genesis 5-9) 

Walking in Obedience, Part 1 
Genesis 5:1-7:1 

If you grew up in Sunday School as a child [unlike me] you learned silly Bible songs 
about characters like Noah. Maybe you sang this song, “God told Noah to build him an 
arky, arky. God told Noah to build him an arky, arky. Build it out of gopher barky, barky. 
Children of the Lord.” Now there is nothing wrong with this fun song, but it is silly for 
kiddies. Today we are going to take a big boy and girl approach to God’s call to Noah 
to build the ark.  

Obedience is the very best way to show that you believe.  Before jumping into the 
life of Noah, let’s look at Genesis 5. This is an interesting chapter in the Bible that leads 
up to Noah. It’s a genealogy of men from Adam to Noah. If you like tracing your family 
tree you will love this chapter. The chapter covers a time span of 1600 years, which is 
almost the same amount of time covered in the remainder of the Old Testament. The 
primary theological purpose of this genealogy is to show that every generation and 
person descended from Adam were sinners who lived and died [cf. Romans 6:23]. 
Notice how the phrase “and then he died” lingers and looms like a dreadful chorus 
through the genealogy [cf. 5:5,8,11,14,20,27,31].


This genealogy includes two curious characters. First, Methuselah, who lived to be 969 
years old [5:27], which is possibly the Guinness Book world record for the oldest man 
to ever live. Second, Enoch, who is supposedly the only godly man w129ho lived 
during these generations [5:22-24]. Enoch “walked with God,” which means that he 
had a lifestyle of wholehearted worship and obedience to God. Enoch is the Bible’s first 
prophet who predicted the coming flood [cf. Hebrews 11:5-6; Jude 14-16]. Enoch is 
also the only man in the genealogy that did not die, but was spared from death [cf. 
Elijah, the only other man in the Bible that did not die]. The only way to avoid death and 
have eternal life is to “walk with God,” like Enoch. No better place to be than with God!


Now, we arrive to Genesis 6:1-9, which is one of the most controversial passages in 
the entire Bible. Here therein are posed four difficult questions: Who are the sons of 
God who marry the daughters of men? What is the meaning of 120 years? Who are the 
Nephilim? And why did God choose Noah to build the Ark?  

Who are the sons of God that married the daughters of men? [Genesis 6:1-2]  
Biblical scholars and theologians have argued two major opinions: First, angels had sex 
with women [cf. Job 1:6; Numbers 13, Ezekiel 28:11-17]. This theory collapses 
because the judgment for sin by the flood was upon people, not angels. Also, Jesus 
taught that angels do not marry or breed [cf. Matthew 22:30], and in the days of Noah 
people were simply marrying each other [cf. Matthew 24:37-39]. Jesus’ teaching 
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follows the flow of context in Genesis 5 genealogy. The second opinion [that I embrace] 
is that the godly line of Seth had sex with attractive ungodly women. In other words, the 
sons of God—the line of the covenant people mentioned in Genesis 5—intermarried 
the daughters of men who were from ungodly families.  

What is the meaning of 120 years? [Genesis 6:3]  In response to the sons of God 
intermarrying with the daughters of men [6:1-2], God limits their life to 120 years. There 
are two possible explanations for the meaning of this verse: First, God no longer allows 
people to live as long as they had previously [i.e. 300-900 years old] and determines 
that no human being would live longer than 120 years. An interesting factoid that 
supports this is Moses died at 120 [cf. Deuteronomy 34:7] and today the longest living 
people die around 120.


Second, God promised judgment by flood, but waited 120 years to give people an 
opportunity to repent. 1 Peter 3:20 says, “God waited patiently in the days of Noah 
while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through 
water.” God is gracious because He gives mankind 1600 years, gives examples of 
people who walked with God, and gives Noah who preaches for 120 years [2 Peter 
2:5]. No one repents or responds to God’s patience. 120 years gives Noah enough time 
to obey and build the ark, and after the 120 years the rains of judgment fell upon the 
earth.  

Who are these huge Nephilim? [Genesis 6:4]  In short, we are do not know. In 
Numbers 13:33 the word Nephilim is used and also refers to an oversized race of 
people. This has caused scholars to speculate that the Nephilim in Genesis 6:4 are the 
same people mentioned in Numbers. Genesis does not say they were gigantic in size, 
but it does say they were gigantic in status, “They were the heroes of old, men of 
renown.” Therefore, the Nephilim could be a group of ungodly men in that day that 
reach celebrity status like the gigantic reputations given to athletes, rock stars, and 
media moguls in our day.


Why did God choose Noah to build the Ark? [Genesis 6:5-9]  Let’s be clear, God did 
not chose Noah to build the ark because he was sinless or better than the guy next to 
him. Sometimes teachers paint Noah to be this overly sanctified character living in an 
excessively wicked world. God does not just like good people and annihilate bad 
people. This teaching is contrary to the Bible’s story of redemption. What this 
introduction to Noah teaches is that every man is totally depraved. Other than Romans 
1:18-27, the description of man given in Genesis 6:5-7 is one of the most sin-saturated 
images of man in all of Scripture. God gazes upon man’s pervasive evil and grieves 
that He had made man, which would include Noah and his family.


The reason God chooses to save Noah is given in Genesis 6:8, “But Noah found favor 
[grace] in the eyes of the LORD.” Noah did not begin his life a blameless and righteous 
man, “walking with God,” but he began as a sinner. The only difference between Noah 
and the other sinners who drowned in the flood of judgment was that God was 
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gracious to Noah. God choose undeserving Noah to be an object of His grace. The 
word favor [6:9] in Hebrew means grace. This is the first time in the grace appears in 
word form in the Bible. Paul the apostle carries this word in his New Testament 
teaching on salvation by grace through faith alone. Noah was a favored because God 
saved him by grace and he had faith in God alone.


The joy of obedience [Genesis 6:10-7:1].  Noah believes God; therefore, God shares 
with Noah His plan to judge sin through a catastrophic global flood. In His grace, God 
will preserve Noah, his family of six, and two of each animal on earth. To house this 
floating zoo, Noah is commissioned to build a huge wooden boat. It is the largest 
wooden ocean cargo carrier recorded in history. It has space for more than 500 
containers. Compare that with the modern day Maersk Triple E that carries over 2500 
containers.


Noah obeyed God’s commands and built the ark [6:22], probably with only the help of 
his three boys. In the hall of faith, Hebrews 11:7 says that Noah did so in holy fear as a 
man of faith who believed God would bring the flood even while others continued in sin 
without repentance. After completing the construction of the ark, Noah, his family, and 
the animals board the boat and wait for God to fulfill His promised judgment. God’s 
patience towards man’s sin runs out, but His grace runs strong through Noah’s Ark.


In conclusion, through the Noah narrative we learn many practical lessons concerning 
obedience. First, you are called to obey God in tough times [Genesis 6:1–9]. Despite 
rampant sin all hope was not lost. God’s grace is still available. Second, walking closely 
with God develops faith for an unsure future [11–13]. Noah believed God, walked with 
God, and lived contrary to the evil world around him. God makes the difference in 
Noah’s story. Third, obeying God will often require sacrifice and hard work [14–22]. 
Noah obeyed by building a big boat with mocking neighbors. Scripture gives no 
indication that Noah doubts God or wavers in his faith, no matter how long it took or 
how hard it was to obey. Obedience is to walk with God through wholehearted 
worship.


Rain is coming. Instead of raining water, it will rain fire. A final judgment day is coming 
[Revelation 20:7-15], when God will ultimately deal with the total depravity of man. God 
did not ask you to build an ark like Noah, but He does ask you to obey in faith and 
bring people to the ark He provides—through His Son—Jesus Christ.


What Bible passages echo the universal and total nature of human depravity that is 
explained in Genesis 6:5-7?  
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Compare Genesis 6:5-8 with Paul’s teaching in the New Testament that we are saved 
by grace to good works in places like Ephesians 2:8-10. Why is it vital to the gospel that 
we recognize that Noah was not a godly man of his own effort who was chosen by God 
to build the Ark because he was a holy man apart from God’s grace? 

What does it mean that Enoch and Noah walked with God (see Hebrews 11:5-7; Jude 
14-16 for further insight)? 

There many opinions on some of the strange things in this passage.  Are there any of 
the questions in this passage that you disagree with?  Explain. 

Overall, obedience is the main theme of Noah’s life.  How are you encouraged to obey 
by his example? 
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Walking in Obedience, Part 2 
Genesis 7:1-8:19 

Without God’s grace on Noah and his family, you and I would not be here today. 
Remember, the reason God chose to save Noah is given in Genesis 6:8, “But Noah 
found favor [grace] in the eyes of the LORD.” Noah did not begin his life a blameless 
[6:9], righteous man [7:1], “walking with God,” but he began a sinner. The only 
difference between Noah and the other sinners who drowned in the flood was that God 
was gracious to Noah. God choose undeserving Noah to be an object of His grace. 
This is the first time in the grace appears in word form in the Bible.  God is so faithful to 8

mankind despite their flagrant sin.


The time has come [Genesis 7:1-5]. God calls Noah to enter the ark. Final 
preparations from God arrive about the ark and the future flood. There are two very 
interesting items to note. First, God asks Noah to gather seven pairs of clean animals, 
and a pair of unclean animals. In God’s wisdom, the mixed genders of the animals give 
the ability for the animals to procreate after the flood, but what is the deal with the 
clean and unclean animals? At this point, there was no law [cf. Leviticus 11; 
Deuteronomy 14:3-12], nor any recorded conversation with Noah concerning the 
difference between pure and impure animals. In the context of the first chapters of 
Genesis, I tend to lean towards the belief that the distinction of clean and unclean 
animals was for the purpose of sacrifice. Sacrifice and worship were already a big part 
of God’s created order [cf. 3:21; 4:3-5; 9:20ff].


Second, God’s patience for man’s sin extended for 1600 years [Genesis 5], He allowed 
120 years for people to repent [6:3], but no one did. The time has come and Noah has 
only one week to gather two of every kind of animal.  This is totally an impossible task 9

for one family to accomplish on their own, unless they have divine help [cf. 7:16; 2:19]. 
And again, Noah obeys all that God commands Him to do [cf. 6:22]. God’s sovereign 
rule and His expectation for man’s obedience run parallel to each other. God requires 
Noah to build the ark—taking 120 years—possibly showing the diligence of Noah’s 
obedience.


Put your feet in Noah’s Nike’s [Genesis 7:6-24].  Noah builds a big boat in a desert, 
for 120 preaches with no one listening only mocking, and God gives him 7 days to 
gather all the animals of the field and air before the flood walls burst [note: water came 
from above and below]. The decree of God comes to pass just as He promised. His 

 Later, Paul the apostle carries this word in his New Testament teaching on salvation ”by grace through faith alone”. 8

Noah was a favored because God saved him by grace and he had faith in God alone.

 Flood FAQ:  Is God just to send the flood? Yes. Why didn’t He give them more time? He gave them 1600 9

years, plus 120 years of warning, and 7 final days to turn. Why didn’t he send a preacher? He did. Noah preached 
for 120 years, but no one repented. He was the Billy Graham of his day. Why didn’t God let them sin? You would 
curse God for His injustice. Why didn’t God save them? He did. He had Noah build a boat. No matter all that God 
does to people still choose not to heed God.
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sovereignty is displayed in His wrath against sin.  This is one of the most sobering 10

passages in all the Bible. The destruction was all encompassing and annihilating to 
every living thing on earth [7:19-23], except for what was in the ark of His grace. 
Doesn’t that sound like a great way to celebrate your 600th birthday? I am sure Noah 
was flooded with emotion.


What would you be thinking? Could you image what Noah and his family was thinking 
as the storm clouds move in, as he notices neighbors and friends working the field, as 
he hears the voices of children and mothers in their homes, as they stand in the ark 
during the flood? “What about the other people who do not get into the boat? Is it fair 
that they are out there and we are in here? Has God left us alone? Will this boat stand 
the strength of this storm? Will we ever be able to get out of this boat? Will we have 
enough food?” We do not know what they were thinking, maybe fear, doubt, or 
loneliness.


I remember as a child, I would hide from my mother in the clothing racks while 
shopping. She did not like that very much. One time we were in JC Penny’s and I 
thought it would be fun to hide extra hard and extra long. So I hid in the center of a tall 
rack of jean. I could hear my mother saying, “Justin, where are you? Come out this 
minute!” I waited until I couldn’t hear her anymore. I peaked out from the clothes and 
she was gone. I was alone. For a split second, I was excited because I lost her, but 
then I was filled with fear because I didn’t want to live in JC Penny’s the rest of my life. I 
loved my mom and didn’t want to lose her. I searched throughout the store yelling her 
name, but could not find her. Until I heard a voice from above say, “This is the 
costumer service counter. Would Justin Hutts please report to the service counter 
immediately.” The voice said it again. I ran to the front of the store. There was my 
mother with a look anger mixed with an embrace of grace.


God has already shown Himself faithful. He is in the storm. His sovereignty is displayed 
as He fills the ark, He shuts the door on time, and He unleashes the flood re-creating of 
all He created. Holding the boat afloat and by His grace filled it with 8 people and 
enough animals to replenish the earth. God’s progress of redemption again takes 
chaos and shows His absolute control. The same language in Genesis 7 is used in the 
initial act of creation [Genesis 1; Note: Creation and Re-creation Comparison chart].


God Remembers Noah [Genesis 8:1-19].  Even in the floods of judgment, when God 
seems most distant to our eyes, He is faithful to remember His own [8:1]. Noah is not 
forgotten. God gives Noah a glimmer of hope amidst the stormy seas. The word 
“remembrance” is found twice in this passage and only two other times in Genesis in 

 The flood was a day of judgment, which would be echoed in God’s prophets as they foretold the Day of the Lord,  10

“The prophets also appealed to the imagery of creation’s reversal to depict the day of the Lord’s judgment [i.e. Isaiah 
24:18b; Jeremiah 4:23-26; Amos 7:4].” (cf. Bruce Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI. 
2001. 139.) This type of imagery is not seen until the end of time, which is prophesied in the Book of Revelation.
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relation to God and man.  This word is used primarily to speak of a covenant God 11

makes with His people, thus recalling a promise made by God to sustain man.  In 
Exodus, this word used again, as God recalls the covenant relationship between 
Abraham and His children as they are living in Egypt [Exodus 2:24; 6:5]. This is the kind 
of remembrance that God has for Noah and his family in the ark. God is faithful in 
carrying out His plan and executing His promises to Noah [cf. 6:18].


It only took forty days for the waters to rise and destroy the earth, but it took about 5 
months for the waters reside.  What is Noah doing during this time? He patiently waits 
[8:10, 12]. How many of you would be willing to wait on God like Noah? How many of 
you when bad things happen with impatience plead with God for immediate relief? 
Noah simply waits. He waits for a word from God before leaving the ark [8:15, 18]. God 
speaks; Noah obeys. Noah knew God was at work. The rain stopped and the waters 
began to reside. Do you see the sovereignty and faithfulness of God at work? Do you 
see the rhythmic ebb and flow of the flood story?


In conclusion, the flood flexes the character of God as sovereign dealing with sin 
[death, Romans 3:23; 6:23], and faithful to His own through the flood. We are also 
confronted with the patience of God and how He is offended by sin. We are 
encouraged by Noah’s faithful obedience. Noah was particular, not partial, in following 
God’s instruction. ‘Cutting corners’ would mean the destruction of his family too. God 
expects lifelong obedience. Noah is an example to all of us not just of obedience but 
also the faithfulness of God in the midst of the fierce flood.


 Cf. 9:14-15; 19:29; 30:22; Exodus 2:24; 6:5; 32:13; 1 Samuel 1:19; Judges 16:28; Job 14:13; Psalm 8:4; 9:12; 11

74:1-3; 98:3; 105:8; 106:45; 111:5; Jeremiah 15:15.
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How do you see the patience and mercy of God in this story? 

In light of Genesis 6:5-7 and 2 Peter 2:4-9 why did God send the flood?  

What does the flood reveal about the fate of those who continue in sin without 
repentance?  

According to Romans 3:21-28,  how is the Old Testament act of atonement ultimately 
applied to Jesus Christ? According to 1 John 4:7-21, how is Jesus’ atonement related 
to Gods love and ours? 
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The Covenant 
Genesis 9 

Doesn’t it feel great to finish a big test? Or come to the end of a long school year? Or 
arrive at the weekend from a drudging week on the job? Or come to the close of a long 
hard trial in the family or with friends? You get home sit down with a sign and say, “It’s 
finally over.” I am sure Noah felt some relief as he saw the waters begin to reside and 
land began to appear. After all the darkness and drowning of God’s wrath in Genesis 
6-8, chapter 9 is a breath of fresh flood-free air.


Noah Worships God [Genesis 8:20-22].  After the flood subsides and God dries the 
ground, God called Noah and his family to step out of the Ark. What does Noah do 
after getting off the boat? Does he stretch? Take a shower? Take a nap? Go to 
MacDonald’s for a burger and shake? No. The first thing he does shows his hearts 
highest priority. The first thing the father of new humanity does is gathered dirt, sticks 
and some clean animals to sacrifice [cf. 7:1-3]. He builds an altar to the Lord. The first 
thing Noah does is worship God.


Genesis 8:20 reads, “Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the 
clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.” After living through 
the devastation that God wrought upon the earth Noah is convicted of his own sin 
knowing that he too should have been killed like everyone else in the flood. Therefore, 
he offers a burnt offering for the atonement of his sin [cf. Leviticus 1:4; Job 1:5; and 
ultimately foreshadowed in the death of Jesus for sin]. God was so pleased with the 
odor of Noah’s repentant worship [cf. Leviticus 1:9,13,17] that He responded by 
promising to never flood the earth again.


God blesses Noah’s obedience and worship [Genesis 9:1-7].  God blesses Noah’s 
obedience building and boarding the big boat, and blesses his God-centered worship 
and confession of sin. “Bless” appears over 80 times in Genesis. If a word appears that 
much it must be a major theme. When God blesses marriages, families, lives are 
restored. God is good. He is a giver of good gifts [James 1:17-18].


How does God specifically bless Noah? He gives Noah children that will fill the earth 
[cf. 9:1,7; cf. 1:28]. Biblically, children are a symbol of God’s blessing. God celebrates 
new life. God gracious sends His people out into the earth to fill it again. However, the 
new world is now different.


The peaceful harmony between creatures is broken because animals eat humans. God 
must make provision and man is able to eat meat of animals. Up to this point in human 
history everyone was a vegetarian, now you have the privilege of killing and grilling 
beef, bacon, birds, and fish on your BBQ. As a steward and dominioneer of God’s 
green earth, man is not to abuse his right to kill beast. Also, man is called to continue 
to respect the sanctity of human life because man bears God’s image [cf. 1:26-27].
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God Keeps His Promise and Gives Noah a Covenant [Genesis 9:8-17].  What is a 
covenant? Once you turn 18 you are a legal adult. You don’t need your parents to sign 
a consent form anymore. A covenant is not a consent form or a contract. It is a treaty 
of guaranteed promise [i.e. marriage, oneness]. It is a binding agreement that brings 
relationships together. The covenant given to Noah is originated and crafted by God for 
Noah and all his descendants, which includes you and me.


There are some important truths to understand about God’s covenant to Noah. First, 
this covenant is universal, meaning they cover all people for all time. Some covenants, 
like the New Covenant, are limited. The New Covenant is only for regenerate followers 
of Christ. Second, this covenant is unconditional, meaning that God will uphold it no 
matter what man does [9:15; cf. 8:1, remember]. He will promise to keep His covenant 
no matter what. Some covenants are conditional and dependent upon the obedience 
of the other party involved in the covenant [cf. 2 Chronicles 7:14, Promise Land]. Be 
careful not to make all God’s covenants unconditional and universal because they are 
not.


Third, this covenant came with a signature. God promised that He would never again 
send a cataclysmic flood and that the seasons would continue by His provision. What 
sign did God give of His covenant? The sign of the covenant was the rainbow to 
remind God’s people of His promise [i.e. Abraham’s circumcision, Lord’s Supper, 
Baptism, rings in a marriage, etc.]. God gives meaning to the rainbow: God kills 
sinners, but not yet nor through a flood [cf. Isaiah 54:9-10]. Through the covenant God 
restores His intentions to bless people—even sinful people—because God is good.


Life After the Flood [Genesis 9:18-29].  Man is still tainted by evil [cf. 8:21b]. Noah 
responded to God’s kindness by growing grapes, getting drunk and passing out naked 
in his tent, and as pastor Mark Driscoll says, “like a Redneck on vacation. You don’t 
see this kind of stuff in your kid’s church coloring book. You don’t sing, ‘in the arky-ark, 
no drunky-drunky.’”


Ham, Noah’s son, walks into tent searching for his dad in the nude and tattles to his 
brothers. The other two brothers come into the tent backwards out of respect and 
cover their father’s shame. Whatever happened, no one knows, but one thing is for 
sure: it is not a good thing when a son walks in on his dad drunk and naked. This is a 
really bad day recorded about Noah.


What is the point of this sinful situation including Noah? Is sleeping naked sinful? No. Is 
it that drinking alcohol is sinful? No. Drinking alcohol is not sinful, but drunkenness is. 
The point of this sinful inclusion is simply that sin remains the human predicament even 
after the flood.


After Noah’s hangover, he wakes up. He realizes that his sons have dishonored him [cf. 
Exodus 21:15-17; Deuteronomy 21:18-21; Mark 7:10]. We all have sinful fathers, but 
they still need to be honored. In Genesis 9:25-27, Noah’s declares cursing and blessing 
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directed toward his sons. Ham’s son, Canaan, is cursed to serve the line of God’s 
people that would come from Shem. Canaanites are forever labeled unclean perverts. It 
was also promised that Japheth would prosper for God would dwell in their tents. In 
Genesis 9:28-29, the genealogy resumes [cf. 5:32] as Noah dies and the human race 
again begins to grow and still sin.


In conclusion, what do we learn about God from the narrative of Noah? First, God 
is holy. His love and justice demands that sin be punished [6:5, 11-12]. Second, God is 
personal. He is sorrowful that He made man [6:6]. Third, God values life, especially 
human life [9:1-6]. Fourth, God keeps His promises [9:8-17] and remembers His people 
[8:1]. Fifth, God is Father. Even when you earthly dad is sinful and not a good example, 
you have a great on in your Heavenly Father. Honor both.


Is Jesus seen in the story of Noah, the ark, the flood, and the covenant? You bet! 
First, Jesus is a better Noah. Like Noah, Jesus was chosen by God, He was favored by 
God, He faithfully preached though many rejected and mocked, He was obedience to 
God, He offered sacrifice to God. Second, Jesus is the ark of salvation to escape the 
impending flood of God’s wrath by fire [2 Peter 2:5,9]. The ark was the only hope of 
salvation for Noah and his family. Jesus is the only hope of salvation for you and your 
family, even Canaanites [cf. Joshua 2:14; 6:17, 22-25; Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31].


Third, Jesus is the author of the New Covenant fulfilled in His death, sealed by His 
blood, and confirmed by His resurrection. Those who repent and respond to Jesus in 
faith will be saved. Fourth, Jesus is the perfect sacrifice for man’s sin once and for all. 
You do not need to sacrifice an animal on the altar. Jesus did that for you with Himself 
on the cross. Repent of your sin and believe in Him, as your Savior, and you will be 
saved [2 Corinthians 5:21]. Jesus is the hope promised through Noah.


What does covenant mean?  In the story, who initiates the covenant?   

Moses interrupts his lengthy genealogy between Genesis chapters 5 and 10 to focus in 
on the life of one man, Noah. Why do you think he did this? What was he trying to teach 
us through the life of Noah?  

Does Noah’s sin surprise you? Why or why not? 
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Babel 
Genesis 10-11 

There is a funny joke I heard from a small African man a few years ago. With 
seriousness in his voice and face he asked, “What do you call a man who speaks three 
languages?” I responded, “Tri-lingual.” Then he asked, “What do you call a man who 
speaks two languages?”  I was quick to respond, “Bi-lingual.” And then he asked, 
“What do you call a man who speaks one language?” I began to say, “mono…,” but he 
chirped in with a smile on his face and laugh in his gut, “No, no, my friend, a person 
who speaks one language is called an American.” We both laughed. Now the African 
man sharing with me this joke could speak over five languages fluently.


Today, in our world, there are between 3,000 to 10,000 different spoken languages. 
According to Wycliffe Bible Translators there are over 6,800 language groups. Where 
did all these languages originate? Why so many languages? Why so many boundaries 
on the map? Why so many conflicts between culture and races? Why not one 
language, nation, culture, or dictionary? Wouldn’t life and communication be easier? 
We will tackle these questions and more important questions from Genesis 10-11.


How does The Tower of Babel fit within the story of the Bible, God and humanity? 
[Genesis 10:1-11:1]  Genesis 10 opens with another lengthy genealogy [cf. Genesis 5; 
11:10-26; Adam to Abraham], which breaking down into the descendants of Noah’s 
three sons, Japheth, Shem, and Ham. This is more than a biblical phonebook, but a 
tracking of the godly and ungodly patriarchs [male headship] from whom all people 
groups, languages, and nations descended. These are people like us who inhabit the 
earth. These people were sinful even after the flood. There was the example of Noah’s 
sin [9:20-29] and now, the example of corporate sin [11:1-9]. The story of Babel calls us 
to long for redemption. 

Genesis 11:1-2 says, “Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 
And as people migrated east, they found a plain in the lad of Shinar and settled there.” 
In these verses are two important items to note. First, the world became monolingual. 
Everybody spoke the same language, the same framework of communication, the 
same dictionary definitions, and a unified identity. Language is important to God. He 
spoke first, He speaks through His Son the Word made flesh, and He gives His creation 
the ability to speak, communicate and relate.


Second, the concept of going east corresponded with going farther and farther from 
God. For example, when Adam and Eve were cast out of the garden they went 
eastward [3:24]. When Cain sinned he wandered east of Eden [4:7]. People move east. 
When people who go eastward in Genesis they run away from God [i.e. Eden; paradise] 
and into ruin [i.e. Sodom and Nineveh; eastward cities].
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What is sinful about building a tower in the city of Babel? [Genesis 11:2-4]  There 
is nothing wrong with building a tower, a city, or a tall structure in a city. Babel [aka: 
Babylon] is described as an advanced intellectual and architectural city not unlike most 
in our own day where regular people simply seek to build a secular society apart from 
God [i.e. NYC, Dubai, London, Rio, etc.]. The story does not mention any particularly 
heinous sins that the Babylonians committed, but what is sinful is their motivation for 
building the city and tower. In these view short verses we see the sinful hearts of 
people:


First, it is sinful for people to crave to make their name great [11:4]. The people of Babel 
desire to spread the fame of their name rather than spreading God’s name. This was 
the same problem for Adam and Eve in the Garden [3:5-6], and it is the same problem 
you have [James 3:16]. Followers of Christ make their Masters look good. Make great 
the name of God! To give glory to God is to make Him look good!


Second, it is sinful for people to crave to live against the creation mandate [11:4, cf. 
1:26-31; 9:1,7]. God commands His people in the Creation and the Covenant with 
Noah to be fruitful, to multiply, to have dominion, and to scatter across the earth. 
However, in direct opposition to those commands the people here purpose to stay put, 
gather together, and move up. This may be the first great city in the history of the 
world, but its purpose was to stand against all other people and God as a sort of 
secular seat of authority on the earth. They were proud and self-centered. God 
humbles the proud.


Third, it is also sinful for people to crave to get to Heaven without God. The people 
seek to build a tower in the heavens [i.e. heaven/kingdom on earth]. This is the same 
wicked logic beneath every false religion and cult [cf. Acts 4:12]—man works really 
hard to gain acceptance with God. The Bible is clear it is not by man’s work, but 
through the gracious work of Christ you go to heaven [Ephesians 2:8-10].


What is God’s response to man’s plan? [Genesis 11:5-9]  In the climax of the 
narrative God “comes down” [11:5, 7] to see the tower the “children of man are 
making.” These people think they are gigantic, but God thinks they are minuscule [cf. 
Psalm 2:1-6]. God is not impressed and judges their small insignificant project. You 
see, God made the universe, time, man, and all things. Man can create because God 
taught him how. God lets them build for a little bit. However, God confuses their 
language [11:7, 9] and scatters them over the face of the earth [11:8].


Ironically, the scattering of the people and confusing of the languages were two of the 
primary things these people were seeking to prevent from happening in the first place. 
The name Babel is humorously parallel to our English word babble, which is exactly 
what their communication sounded like once God confused their language [i.e. 
babbling on and on]. They could no longer understand one another, so they walk away 
from the job. Babel wanted a name, heavenly glory, and absolute power, which corrupt 
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absolutely. God made sure that they got none of it. God loves; therefore, He saves 
them from themselves.


How do I get from Babel to Jesus?  First, the genealogy leads directly to Jesus Christ 
[11:10ff, cf. Luke 3:23-38]. Second, God disorders the language of the people to stop 
them from glorifying themselves, but reorders the language of the people so he can 
glorify his Son [Acts 2:1-13; John 16:14]. Third, the combination of judgment and 
mercy at Babel points to the fulfillment of judgment and mercy at the cross [Isaiah 
53:6]. Fourth, the divine response at Babel solves a behavior problem, but we need the 
work of Jesus Christ to fix our heart problem [Ezekiel 36:26-27].


Like the fall of Adam and drunken-fall of Noah, Babel is yet another fall of man. To 
overcome the sin problem people do not turn to God, rather they rely on one another 
and place their hope in military might, technological advancement, and the building of 
a good and decent society. What man longs for is eternity, which cannot be had on this 
earth now. Man needs redemption to remedy man’s sin problem. Jesus is the 
Redeemer and solution for man eternal need. His kingdom one day will come down to 
earth and Jesus will be the King of Great Zion. Jesus will sit on His high throne. Around 
Him will be gather people from every nation and language praising His glorious name 
with one voice. Do you know Him?


What were the people seeking to accomplish through their building of the city of Babel? 

What significance does Babel or Babylon play in the rest of Scripture both as a literal 
place and a metaphorical people in rebellion against God?  What were the Babylonians 
putting their faith and hope in other than God?  

Are they any different than the typical non-Christian in our day? Explain. 

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �41



�
In light of God’s covenant with Noah to bless the earth, why did God not justly end the 
life of these sinners as He did in the Flood? 
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Abraham (Genesis 12-23) 

Honest Abe—An Introduction to a Patriarch 
Genesis 11:27-32 

Abram worked as a nomadic herdsman [Genesis 11:31-32]. Abram’s family settles 
in Haran, which is in modern day Iraq, near the tower of Babel [Genesis 11:1-9].  As a 12

nomad, he did not have permanent property;  instead he would live with his herds of 13

camels, cattle, and goats that moved around to new land to graze [Genesis 12:10; 
13:2, 5-6]. Nomads took all their possessions—family, houses, and servants—with 
them wherever they traveled [12:5]. Nomads can have great power and influence 
because they own many animals, which are lucrative for trading. Yet God will call them 
from this land to travel to an unknown land of promise and blessing!


Abram worshiped as pagan idolater [Genesis 11:27-29]. Say it is not so? According 
to Joshua 24:2, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived 
beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served 
other gods.” Surely, this is some other guy named Abraham? Nope. Abraham’s daddy 
and brother are named with him too. When we first meet Abram he is an ordinary 
godless Babylonian.  Yet God will draw them out of this land into a new land with a 14

new God!


Abram’s wife was barren and broken [Genesis 11:30]. Barrenness might not sound 
like a big deal. Today, some women chose not to have children, and even if they are 
barren they can visit the doctor to get fertility treatments or consider adoption. 
However, barrenness in Abram’s day was much different. Barrenness was thought of as 
punishment or curse from a pagan god. With bareness came personal humiliation and 
community pressure because no children meant, no power to invent a future [i.e. no 
family lineage].   In Abram’s day there were no 401K retirement accounts or nursing 15

homes to take care of the elderly. You either had your family care for you or you died 
alone. Barrenness is a picture of hopelessness in the ancient world. Yet God will use 
her barrenness to lead their family to a fruitful future of faith!


 Nehemiah 9:7 and Acts 7:2-3 seem to indicate that God in fact called Abram in Ur of the Chaldeans he may have 12

even been called out of Babylon as a Babylonian that perhaps even sought to help build that great city which God 
judged as the key city of the Chaldeans was Babylon [i.e. Isaiah 13:19, 48:14; Jeremiah 24:5, 25:12, 50:1; Ezekiel 
1:3, 12:13, 23:15].

 The only property Abraham ever owned was the property he bought for Sarah’s grave [Gen 23:1-20].13

 Even Abram’s relative’s names have pagan roots: Terah [Hb: yerah; moon], Sarai [Hb: princess; Akkadian: 14

Sharratu, name of wife of moon god Sin], and Milcah [Akkadian: Ishtar, daughter of moon god Sin] have pagan roots.

 Children are a mark of God’s blessing. God shares many examples of barrenness in the Bible [25:21; 29:31; 1 15

Samuel 1:2; Isaiah 54:1].
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What do you know about Abraham?  What would you like to know about Abraham?  
What did you just learn about Abraham? 

How is Abraham an odd choice for a Patriarch?  How is he a great choice for God to 
work in and through? 

Are there any parts of Abraham’s story you can relate to? 
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Call of Abram 
Genesis 11:27-12:9 

A few years ago Sarah and I began to grow a garden. Gardens do not just grow over 
night by mere happenstance. You have to till the ground, plant seeds, water, and 
harvest. It takes work and a lot of initiative. In Genesis 12, God takes the imitative to 
nurture the seed of humanity; He readies the land and blesses the growth. He does it 
all through an ordinary man named Abram.


An Unexpected Call: God intersects with man [Genesis 12:1-3].  Can you image the 
day, Abram is out in the field tending to his herds and he hears a strange voice calling 
to him. Remember, God had not spoken verbally His covenant with Noah. It is God, 
again, who initiates a covenant relationship. Like Noah, Abram was a sinner living with 
sinners, but found favor [grace] in the eyes of God from among all the scatter people 
on the earth.


What was God calling Abram to do? First, Abram was called to leave the land that he 
was used to traveling around. Second, he was to leave his family and specifically his 
father’s house. Third, he was to go to a strange land that is not specifically named. God 
simply calls Abram to leave his homeland to journey to a new land that God would 
show him. Do you sense the radical measure of this call and the details left out? Put 
yourself in Abram’s sandals. How would you respond to such a radical call?


Why was Abram called to do something so radical? God promised to bless Abram’s 
faith and obedience beyond just him and his tribe. Abram was called by God to 
become the father of a new nation, become an example of living faith, and become one 
of the Bibles most mention patriarchs of Gods promise [i.e. over 300x’s in the Bible]. 


Here in this short, three verse—text message sized—call, God rehearses some of the 
major themes of Genesis. First, God promises land [12:1b]. Second, God promises 
seed [12:2a; cf. 4:25-26; 6:5; 9:20ff; 11:4]. God says later his seed will be like the dust 
of the earth [13:16; 28:14]. In a real sense God promised Abram he would be a father 
and through his son a great nation blessed by God would be a blessing to all nations.  16

Third, God promises blessing [12:2b; cf. 22:17; 26:3; 28:3] of His presence, protection 
and covenant. Fourth, another theme arises that has not been mentioned until now, 
nation [12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14]. God promises to make Abram’s name great,  17

which ironically is the same thing the Babylonians failed to achieve for they pursued it 
apart from God.


 This promised seed is singular, which points to Jesus [cf. Genesis 3:15; Matthew 1:1, 1:17; Galatians 3:16].16

 Abram was also told he would that his descendants would receive the Promised Land if he in faith go from the land 17

God called him to. Reaching the Promised Land was not fulfilled in Genesis because Genesis ends with Joseph 
requesting his bones to be taken from Egypt to the Promised Land in the day that God’s people finally entered that 
place. Also, Exodus ends with the expectation that one day the Promised Land will be entered [Exodus 40:34-38], 
which is not realized until after the death of Moses [cf. Joshua 1-4].
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Abram Answers the Call: a faith that grows on [Genesis 12:4-9].  You don’t see a 
long deliberation in between the call of God and the answer of Abram. You do not see 
him lying in his bed at night thinking about his conversation with God, or talking with 
his wife over dinner, or asking God some clarifying questions like, “Where did you say I 
was going?” The amazing fact is: Abraham believes God and goes [12:4]. No questions. 
No hesitations. He goes, in spite of leaving everything he knew behind and not 
knowing specifically how God was going to do all that He promised. It is as if he says 
to God, “Alright, God, I’ve got nothing else to lose.” At 75 ears old, a guy who at his 
age should be enjoying retirement and grandchildren takes his wife, their household, 
and his Nephew Lot to an unknown land.


This is the first step of faith in Abram’s life. It is a step that will affect not only him but 
also all of mankind. God will use Abram’s mustard seed sized faith. Have you ever 
been where Abram is in your life?  You decide to trust God, doing things His way, even 
in the face of the impossible. Abram starts off his journey with faith. No excuses, like “I 
forgot to lock the front door honey?” No turning back to feed the goats and camels, he 
takes them all with them.


As Abram goes, he comes to a land where people are living; a brick wall for a nomad. 
What does Abram do? Does he decide to go back home deciding this must be a dead 
end and not a part of God’s plan? No. Abram reacts by trusting God. He owns his faith 
and praises God on this blind journey of faith. His faith in the One True God is coming 
alive. For the first time Abram is offering praise to a God who speaks and is loyal to 
those trust in Him. He dedicates the land to God [cf. Leviticus 20:22-24; Psalm 72:8, 
17-19]. By worshiping Abram is saying, “There is no other god, but You!” 
18

From this point forward, the lens of Genesis focuses in on the descendants of Abram 
as God’s covenant people raised up to be blessed nation and a be blessing to all other 
nations and people who follow. If you contrast Abram with Babylon, both the story, 
which preceded his call and the city that was the location he was called from [Genesis 
11]. The Babylonians sought to be a great nation, blessed people, and great in name, 
but they pursued this apart from faith and apart from God. So, God called one of them, 
Abram, out from the land and into covenant with Himself and promised to give to 
Abram all that the Babylonians had strived for by His gracious provision. Therefore, 
God is demonstrating that our hope is not in the efforts of sinners who save and bless 
themselves, but only in entering into covenant relationship with God by faith.


What lessons about faith do we learn from Abram? How does his faith point us to 
Jesus?  First, your obedience to God is always connected to your faith in God. If you 
trust God you will obey God. The more you obey God the greater your faith will grow. 
Though Abram’s faith is incredible it is not complete. Only Jesus’ faith and obedience 
were complete.  


 Abram responds by worshiping God in faith by building an altar other times in Genesis [12:7, 8, 13:18, 22:9].18
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Second, any time you obey God expect opposition through seeming dead ends, speed 
bumps, or foggy roads ahead. Faith helps you press on when the road ahead is hard or 
uncertain. The disciple’s obedience led to persecution [Matthew 5:3, 5, 10]. Jesus 
obedience led to a suffering cross.


Third, God calls ordinary people to carry out His extraordinary plans. Abram was a 
sinner, but God’s grace was upon him. The covenant promises carried out by Abram’s 
faith point to the New Covenant in Christ.


Finally, the seed of Abram that will bless all nations points to Jesus, the promised seed, 
who will redeem the sinfulness of mankind [Matthew 1:1; 24:14; Romans 4:13]. Those 
who obey and have faith in Him will live with him in the Promised Land in the Eternal 
Kingdom [Hebrews 11:10; Revelation 22:1-4].


What is a calling?  How do people confuse calling with desire?  Does everyone receive 
a clear calling like Abram?  How does calling and faith go hand-in-hand? 

What do you learn about a calling from Abram’s story?   What was God calling Abram 
to do?  What additional light does Hebrews 11:8-12 shed on Abram’s response to 
God’s call? 

Abram’s name (including Abraham) appears over 300 times in the Bible. Why is he such 
an important figure in Scripture?  According to Galatians 3:16 who is the blessing that 
is the offspring/seed of Abraham? 

How has God stretched your faith?  Have you received a clear calling? 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Journey of Faith 
Genesis 12-22 

Have you ever been on a road trip when you got lost taking a wrong turn? I 
remember back in college after finals I drive home for the holidays. Back then I did not 
have a GPS or cell phones. I had a few college buds with me along for the ride via 
Chicago. I drove while the 13-hour trek while the one sitting shotgun navigated with an 
old Randall McNally map. When we reach Indianapolis we got on the I-465 beltway. It 
was sometime after midnight, we were getting tired. With the windows cracked, 
Mountain Dew running through our veins, the music cranked, and sunflower seeds all 
over the car seats we made our way around the beltway. I do not think any of us were 
paying attention to the road signs and detours because of the construction on the 
beltway. We missed our exit. For the next 2-hours we drove around and around the 
Indy beltway before we realized that we were just going in circles.


I am sure you have been there, right? Sometimes life can be like that too. You seem to 
be going somewhere and then you find yourself lost, spinning in circles, and delaying 
the journey. Life is a journey, especially if you are living a life of faith. Abraham is on 
that journey of faith. His journey of faith might not be that much different than yours.


DIRECTION FROM GOD FOR THE JOURNEY: A Call to Faith [Genesis 12:1-9].  
God calls Abram out of a sinful people and nation to go to a place he does not yet 
know. As Abram goes, God makes a promise to him that He will make him a great 
nation. At this moment Abram is 75 years old, without an heir because his wife is 
barren, and attached to his father’s possession. Abram does know how God is going to 
fulfill His promise, but in faith he goes. When he reaches Canaan [a dead end for a 
nomad] he sets up an altar of worship for God will give him this land. As Abram and his 
family settle in the land they face a series of obstacles that from the human perspective 
seem like major detours.


DETOUR #1: Making up your own story is not part of God’s story [Genesis 
12:10-20].  As Abram settles in Canaan, another challenge arises for Abram and his 
family. There is no food. So Abram, being the man of his house, takes action and heads 
south to Egypt. Afraid that he will lose his beautiful wife he crafts a story, “Sarah, babe, 
those Egyptians are going to think you are a beautiful! Surely they will kill me to get 
you. Let’s pretend you’re my sister.” Lying is never part of God’s plan; truth is always 
the best option. Truth is part of God’s plan.


Indeed, when Abram and Sarai roll through town, Pharaoh’s prince’s gawk at Sarai—
like men whistling at a passing girl next to a construction sight. They ran back to the 
palace bragging about her beauty to Pharaoh. And what Pharaoh wants, Pharaoh gets. 
Lucky, for Abram, Pharaoh is feeling particularly nice and spares Abram’s head. 
Unlucky for Pharaoh, he and his house get stuck with a plague. Knowing something is 
wrong he calls for Abram, “You have some explaining to do? Everything was groovy 
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around here until you can around. Is there something you want to tell me about this 
woman? Why did you lie to me?” God had his hand on Abram. He should have been 
executed for lying to the ruler of Egypt, but God had grace on him through Pharaoh. 
Abram must have learned a valuable lesson that day: speak the truth and let God deal 
with the possible obstacles.


DETOUR #2: Sometimes the most obvious choice is not the right choice [Genesis 
13].  I am not sure Abram and Sarai did much talking on the way home from Egypt. So 
Abram worships at the altar [13:4, maybe seeking forgiveness; cf. 12:8] and then goes 
back to work with Lot among their herds. Both men have large herds. Their herds are 
so large that their workers were not getting along [over turf, pooper scooper duties, 
etc.]. As a peacemaker, Abram asks Lot to leave, but gives him first choice of the land. 
Lot chose the greener grass, eastward [towards Sodom].


I am sure this was a hard decision for Abram. God gives him a nephew—possible heir
—but they are forced to separate. Could Lot be the seed God was promising? 
According to Abram, the choice was not working out as he planned. He sits and sulks 
about his conflicted family separation, but God is working out His plan. In fact God 
says to Abram, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward 
and southward and eastward and westward, for all the land that you see I will give to 
you and to your offspring forever. I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth 
[i.e. countless], so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring can be 
counted. Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to 
you.” [13:14-17; cf. 12:7] God has a different choice for Abram’s seed in mind, but He 
also reaffirms His promise to Abram it will happen,


DETOUR #3: Expect unexpected challenges with unexpected results [Genesis 14].  
A great war breaks, Lot’s city is taken captive, and Lot becomes a prisoner of war. 
Word gets to Abram through an escapee, and he pulls together 318 of his own men 
who are trained warriors. This gives you an idea of the wealth of Abram that he had his 
own personal army and defeated those holding onto Lot. Abram was not alone in this 
battle. He ultimately won this battle by the blessing of God who promised to protect 
him and curse those who cursed him [cf. 12:3]. Abram then praised by kings [i.e. 
Melchizedek, more on him next week] who also recognized that it was God who won 
the day [14:20].


COURSE DIRECTION FROM GOD: The Seed will come from through Abram 
[Genesis 15].  Following these three divine detours God sheds some light onto the 
path for Abram. God tells Abram in a dream that the promised seed would come 
through his seed. There is just one major problem: Abram has no children and he’s 
really old. Notice For the first time Abram speaks up, and asks God a question, “What 
about Eliezer?” God responds and reaffirms His covenant with Abram, “I will not use 
Eliezer [a non-related heir], but one of your own children.”
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Again, with radical faith, Abram believes God [15:6; cf.12:4], and God “counted it to 
him as righteousness.” Genesis 15:6, becomes central to Paul’s doctrine of justification 
by faith [Romans 4:3; Galatians 3:6]. Also, James quotes this verse to teach that true 
faith in God results in good works in life with God [2:23-24]. God’s covenant with 
Abram was confirmed with a sacrifice and the shedding of blood, which foreshadows 
the New Covenant confirmed with Jesus’ sacrifice of His own life on the cross and the 
shedding of His blood.


DETOUR #4: Ignoring the possibility of the impossible [Genesis 16].  Sarah is not 
mentioned in the promise [cf. 15:1-6]. Abram does not even consider Sarai. Sarah is 
old and barren, and too old for it to be humanly possible for her to carry a child. They 
had waited a long time on God to come through with His promises. What options did 
Abram have? Taking matters into his own hands, he logically concludes that Hagar—
one of his servant girls—is a prime candidate to carry his seed. Of course, Sarai 
spearheaded the faithless idea. So Abram slept with Hagar and she bore him a son 
[Ishmael, the son of Islam].


Is Abram immoral? Is he doing what he thinks God wants him to do? Impatience on 
God is never right the option.  If you are unsure waiting on God is always the best 19

option. Ironically, Sarai bitterly blamed Abram for the split in their family because he 
slept with Hagar, and Hagar flees from the Sarai’s fury. Again, God intervenes.


COURSE DIRECTION FROM GOD: God gives a sign and specifics to His covenant 
[Genesis 17:1-18:21].  God reaffirms who He is and how He will fulfill His promises 
through Abram. Abram immediately worships [17:3, maybe seeking forgiveness; cf. 
12:8; 13:4]. First, God confirms his covenant by giving Abram a new name and give a 
symbol for the covenant between God and Abraham, circumcision.  Second, God 20

confirms his covenant with Abraham through Sarai by giving her a new name and 
saying the promised seed will be born through her barren womb. In one moment, 
God’s promise becomes very specific to Abraham and Sarah. And with a miraculous 
divine intervention God will open Sarah dead womb at 90 years old and give her a son 
who will be the living Seed of Promise [cf. 21:1-7].


 Abram marries Hagar while married to Sarai. The result of this polygamy is truly tragic, as is the case with other 19

instances of adultery and polygamy in Scripture. God’s intention is that each man would have one wife [Genesis 2:18; 
Matthew 19:4-6]. The first man to take more than one wife was the godless man Lamech [Genesis 4:19-24]. Two 
women is two too many. Polygamy is wrought with favoritism, fighting, jealousy, and mistreatment [i.e. Genesis 25:28, 
27:1-45, 35:22, 38:18-28; 2 Samuel 3:2-5, 13:1-29, 15:1- 18:33; 1 Kings 11:1-4]. In the New Testament church elders 
serve as the pattern for Christian families are to be one-woman-men [1 Timothy 3:2,12].

 It is uncertain why God chose circumcision as the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant. Possibly the seed comes from 20

the male organ and/or Headship is an important concept to God. God used symbols to convey his covenant with 
mankind [i.e. a rainbow was a sign of covenant between God and Noah; Genesis 9:14]. Throughout the rest of Bible 
the concepts of covenant and circumcision are built upon to include Christian who are the descendants of Abraham 
by new birth. Circumcision points to the circumcision that God brings to our hearts through His covenant relationship 
with us [Deuteronomy 10:16, 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4; Ezekiel 44:7-9; Romans 2:25-29; 4:1-12; Colossians 2:11; Galatians 
3:6-8].
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DETOUR #5: Failing to see trials that purify your faith [Genesis 19-21].  In short, 
God sends His wrath upon Sodom and Gomorrah for their perverse sexual sin, which 
leaves a salty crater where the cities once stood [Genesis 19]. Lot and his daughter are 
not much different than the community he lived and farmed [19:30-38]. Again, Abraham 
lies and gives Sarah away to another man, almost identical to the situation with 
Pharaoh [20:1-18; cf. 12:10-20]. God in His grace and sovereignty intervenes 
preventing Sarah from getting pregnant by another man. Then tensions stir between 
Hagar son, Ishmael, and Sarah’s son, Isaac. Ishmael is the one favored by everyone in 
the passage, except Sarah; however, God does not favor him in relationship to the 
covenant promise, but cares and provides for him. These detours are looking more like 
construction zones where God is at work growing your faith. 

FINAL COURSE DIRECTION FROM GOD: God uses sacrifice as the proof of faith 
[Genesis 21-23].  25 years after the promise and nearly losing his wife twice, God 
gives Abraham and Sarah a son. He finally has his boy. They name him, Isaac, meaning 
laughter, which is fitting for a boy born from an old lady. Isaac is the promised seed. 
However, in a climatic twist God tests Abraham’s quarter century churned faith. God 
asks Abraham to sacrifice his one and only son.


Up to this point in the narrative, Abraham has seen God fulfill promise after 
unbelievable promise and made a womb that was dead-dead alive. Echoing his call 
[12:1-3], he immediately responded in faith. Was he really going to kill his son on the 
altar? I think so. I think he knew God would raise his son to life because He has already 
done it through Sarah’s dead womb.


God answers by providing a sacrifice caught in the thicket. In doing so He fulfills all His 
promises just as He said. What about the land? The last promise that we do not see 
fulfilled is the land promise. In an obscure way, Sarah’s small and insignificant burial 
plot was the only property Abraham own in the Promised Land [Genesis 23]. The land 
that was promised to his heirs would not arise as a nation until God would call another 
man, Moses, who would take God’s people to the Promised Land [cf. Exodus & 
Joshua].


In Hebrews 11:8-12, Abraham went where God asked, even though he did not know 
how God would work it out, but his faith believed God would work it out. God blessed 
his faith then and offers it to you now through His Promised Seed—His Son—Jesus 
Christ. The story that climaxes with Isaac, ultimately climax with Christ:


• Isaac and Jesus were both sons promised many years before their birth.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both born to women who could not have conceived apart from a miracle.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both firstborn sons.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both loved by their father/Father.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus both carried wood to their sacrifice.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus both willingly laid down their lives to their father/Father.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus both laid down as a burnt offering for sin.
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	 •	 Isaac was resurrected figuratively and Jesus was resurrected literally.

	 •	 Isaac was just a man, but Isaac was the God/Man who came to save mankind.


What detours or course directions have you had to take?  In the end was it good or 
bad? 

What light does Hebrews 11:17-19 shed on this story?  How do John 3:16 and Romans 
8:32 echo this story?  

What does James 2:21-23 teach us about Abraham’s act of faith as it relates to our 
lives? 

What do you learn from Abram’s Journey that help you look backwards or forwards with 
the help of God? 
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Melichizedek 
Genesis 14 

Commercial breaks. They are moments in our TV watching when we go get a snack, 
run to the restroom, change the channel or tune out. Today, we are going to re-watch a 
commercial break that we skipped over that appears near the beginning of the 
Abraham narrative. This commercial break is too important to skip over for it concerns 
the man, the mystery, and important biblical character—Melchizedek.


The Bible’s First Throw-down [Genesis 14:1-16].   Genesis 14, interrupts with a 21

great war breaking out—the first war of many recorded in the Bible—between four 
powerful regional rulers and five others fighting for control of trade routes, loot, 
influence, slaves and women in the land-between. Lot’s city is taken captive, and he 
becomes a POW. Word gets to Abram about Lot through an escapee. So Abram pulls 
together 318 of his own trained warriors. Once a homeless guy living in a tent, now he’s 
doing pretty well with his own personal posse. The rescue mission proves to be 
successful. Abram liberates Lot, the loot, the women, and even spares the wicked 
people of Sodom.


The Battle Belongs to the LORD [Genesis 14:17-24]. Do you see Abram’s faith in 
God put on display through the great battle? First, in faith, he graciously rescues his 
knucklehead nephew Lot living in the wicked and defeated Sodom by taking on the 
control-freak kings [v.14]. He gave them a good whipping dealing with them quickly 
and thoroughly. Not too mention he is nearly 75 years old.


Second, in faith, he honors God’s sovereignty [vs.21-24]. He could have taken the 
credit, but he recognized he was not alone in this battle. He ultimately won this battle 
by the blessing of God [cf. 12:1-3]. God blesses Abraham AS HE SAID. God blesses 
those who bless Abraham AS HE SAID. God curses those who cursed Abraham AS HE 
SAID. God made Abraham a great name AS HE SAID. God is beginning to let Abraham 
have an international influence AS HE SAID.


Third, he was a testimony of faith to those around him. Abram, the warrior-ruler, was 
gracious to the self-centered king of Sodom, and was praised by the priest-king 
Melchizedek. Melchizedek also recognized it was God who won the day [14:20]. Abram 
had a contagious faith. Now Abram’s faith was not perfect, but the object of His faith 
was. 

 Here we are introduced to the continual battles that this piece of real estate would face [modern day, Israel, Jordan, 21

Iraq, Iran, Egypt, and Turkey].  The piece of land that God would give to Abraham was the cross roads of the world at 
that time. Throughout the history of this piece of land there has been turf battles. Whoever, controlled this narrow strip 
of land and its trade routes, controlled the world at that time.
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Introducing Priest-King Melchizedek [Genesis 14:17-20].   Who is this man named 22

Melchizedek? Melchizedek is a man of mystery to many. He has a curious resume and 
no recorded genealogy, which is odd for a major character in Genesis. The lack of 
details on Melchizedek has caused some Bible commentators to believe that he was a 
Christophony [cameo appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ], but he has no 
connections to YHWH. Instead his connections seem to lie with El [God Most High], the 
highest of the pagan gods in the Canaanite pantheon. Others believe Melchizedek was 
an angel, a type of Christ, or just a powerful man.


It appears from Genesis that Melchizedek is just a powerful man. First, he was the king 
of Salem [“peace”], which is likely Jerusalem. Second, he brought bread and wine to 
fellowship with Abram, not to be mistaken with communion, but simply to help out 
hungry and thirsty men that just finish trekking and fighting in a great battle. Third, he 
was a priest. At this time the priesthood from Aaron had not yet been established. 
Fourth, he blessed Abram like God had, and he blessed Abram’s God. Fifth, Abram 
recognized him by giving him a tenth of his possessions [note: this is where the church 
has often imposed the 10% tithing thing; cf. Numbers 18; Leviticus 27:30–33; 2 
Corinthians 8-9].


Whoever Melchizedek was, Abram’s response to him is one of great faith. The powerful 
and wealthy Melchizedek offered Abram more great wealth, but Abram rejected the 
offering. He understood God had promised to bless him, protect him, and make him 
prosper. If Abram accepted wealth from Melchizedek it could conflict his loyalties to 
God. By faith Abram leaves his fate and future in God’s hands.


The Ballad of Melchizedek [Psalm 110].   This song of King David was written 1000 23

years after Abraham and 1000 years before Jesus. It gives more details about 
Melchizedek. How did David know about Melchizedek? He did his devotions [cf. 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20]. His song describes two oracles about the infamous priest-
king [vs.1&4]. The first oracle declares the position of the Messiah as conqueror, 
“seated at the God’s right hand.” David acknowledges and anticipates his Messiah—
the king who is to come after him. David points to Jesus who is greater king [Mark 
12:35ff; Acts 2:34-36]. The Torah points to Jesus who fulfilled the Law, is greater than 
the priestly system, and is greater than the sacrificial system [Hebrews 1-13]. Heaven 
points to Jesus who is greater than angels and whom God exalts with a seat at His right 
side [the side of conquest, Acts 5:30-31; Hebrews 10]. It all points to Jesus.


The second oracle declares the position of the Messiah as priest, “you are a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” The Law of Moses stated a king could 
not be a priest, and a priest could not be king. King Saul tried to be both, but God 
would not permit it. David did not want to make the same mistake. Only Jesus will be 

 Only 3 passages teach about the biblical character Melchizedek: Genesis 14; Psalm 110; Hebrews 5-7.22

 Psalm 110 is quoted more times in the NT than any other psalm. For more on Psalm 110, check out D.A. Carson’s 23

sermon, Getting Excited about Melchizedek.
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the ruler and priest over all [Revelation 19:11]. God used David to prepare the way. 
When he became king in Jerusalem he moved the tabernacle and priestly system 
there, and for the first time the king and priest are in the same town [2 Samuel 6-8].


Jesus Christ Compared to Melchizedek [Hebrews 5 & 7].  The author of Hebrews is 
teaching new Jewish Christians who are wrestling with the fact that Jesus was not from 
the tribe of Levi, so how could He be a priest? Therefore the author shares details that 
compare Jesus with Melchizedek. The purpose of the character Melchizedek is now 
clear; He points you to Jesus:


	 1.	 His name means king of righteousness [7:2].

	 2.	 There is value to his missing records of mommy, daddy, or genealogy [7:3a]. His 

Father and ancestry is God.

	 3.	 He is like the Son of God, an eternal son [7:3b].

	 4.	 He is a priest of his own order [7:4-12]. Jesus is a priest according to the order 

of Melchizedek. Jesus is not a priest according to Levi [like the priests under the 
Law] He is of the tribe of Judah [7:13-14].


	 5.	 He took an oath unlike a Levite [7:20-21].

	 6.	 He is the guarantor of a better and eternal covenant [7:22].

	 7.	 He is a permanent priest who continues forever [7:23-24].

	 8.	 He intercedes and saves completely [7:25].

	 9.	 He is the perfect mediator between God and man [7:26].

	 10.	 He sacrifices once and for all [7:27-28].


Hebrews 8:1-2 goes on to say, “Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have 
such a High Priest, One who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man.” [cf.
4:14-5:10]. His name is Jesus Christ. Do you know Him?


In conclusion, Melchizedek is probably the most important commercial breaks in 
Scripture. Abraham and Melchizedek are pointers to Jesus Christ [Genesis 14; Romans 
4]. Abraham’s faith in God’s promises is a golden brick road that leads to Savior. Jesus, 
the priest-king, in the order of Melchizedek rules and intercedes for those who have 
faith in Him alone. If you have faith in Jesus Christ, He is your High Priest today.


I need a priest to sacrifice for me. Jesus sacrificed for my sins once and for all. He is 
my High Priest of priests.


I need a king to subdue me. Jesus is my sovereign ruler. He is my King of kings.


I need a prophet to speak truth to me. Jesus is the Word in flesh showing me God’s 
redemptive plan. He is prophet of prophets.


Jesus has done all for He is all.
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What have you learned about Melchizedek?  How is he a man of mystery?  Why is he 
so important?  For further study on Melchizedek see Psalm 110, Hebrews 5 and 
Hebrews 7. Who do you think Melchizedek was? 

What did you learn about God from Abram’s fight in a great battle and friendship with a 
great man? 

How is the theme that the ‘Battle belongs to the Lord’, such an important and 
encouraging theme to Israel?  To you? 

What changes have occurred in Abram’s faith since he worshiped God in Genesis 
13:3-4? 

How is Melchizedek like Jesus?  How is Jesus your Priest-King? 
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God will Provide 
Genesis 21-23 

I love stories of people who finish the race with fortitude. Who doesn’t gain inspiration 
from stories that beat the odds? I think of Team Hoyt [father with his paraplegic son] 
who completed the iron man, or Kerri Strug who finish the Olympics hurt on the 
hurdles, or Lance Armstrong who won seven Tour De France bike races after battling 
cancer, or King George VI who fought through the fear of speaking to become a voice 
comforter during WWII, or Temple Grandin who persevered through autism to become 
a leading advocate for autism and the cattle industry. Each of these people fought with 
grit to the finish.


Abraham also had an incredible journey of faith to the finish. Throughout Abraham’s 
struggle of faith God provided in miraculous ways. Today we will see three specific 
ways God provided: 1) God provides a son, 2) God provides a sacrifice, and 3) God 
provides land. Each of these provisions was for promises given by God when he called 
Abraham [Genesis 12:1-3]. God says what He means, and means what He says. When 
He promises something, He means to fulfill those promises exactly as He promised, 
but not always exactly as we think He would do it.


God provides a son [Genesis 21:1-7].  After 25 years of waiting and wondering God 
gives Abraham and Sarah a son. Abraham finally has his boy. They name him, Isaac, 
which means laughter—fitting for a boy born to an old granny [90 years old] and triple-
digit pappy [100 years old]. Sarah laughed at Isaac’s birth, but this time in joyous 
worship for the grace of God, which brought her a son.  God miraculously provides 24

Isaac, the promised seed. It is good to rejoice in God’s faithfulness to His promises by 
giving Abraham a son. God would echo this miracle 2000 years later, when the seed of 
Isaac was fulfilled in the promised seed born through a virgin girl in a small town 
named Bethlehem [cf. Matthew 1 & Luke 3].


How have you rejoiced in His faithfulness? This week, I rejoiced with my wife 
remembering how God had blessed her over the past 10 years. God has been faithful 
to provide for her in some miraculous and mysterious ways. To God be all the glory.


God provides a sacrifice [Genesis 22:1-19].  Soon after God provides Abraham with 
a son, God in climatic twist calls him to a final test of faith. Before I proceed, it is 
important to remember that God tests your faith so that it might grow, and Satan 
tempts you to sin in an attempt to destroy your faith. God never tempts [cf. James 
1:13ff]; He only tests. Even when you blow the test God uses it to grow your faith. 
Abraham’s marathon journey of faith leads him to this last grueling mile and God will 
ask Abraham to sprint to the finish. God asks father Abraham to build an altar and 
sacrifice his one and only son.


 Cf. Genesis 17:15ff, this was unlike Sarah’s previous laughter of unbelief that mocked the promises of God.24

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �57

http://www.teamhoyt.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerri_Strug
http://www.livestrong.org/
http://www.kingsspeech.com/
https://spreadingthefame.com/2010/11/02/temple-grandin-and-gods-view-of-disabilities/
https://spreadingthefame.com/2011/05/22/journey-of-faith/
http://africanhutts.com/2011/05/24/sarahs-10-year-timeline/


�
I’ve got one child. She’s a baby girl. I thank God for her. If I just had one child, that 
child would be the center of my universe, and as a father, my whole life would be about 
protecting that child because that would be my only child. When God says, sacrifice 
this child “whom you love” it shows that Abraham has a deep affection for his boy. 
They went camping, they worked the field, they played ball, and they did devotions 
together. I could not imagine how difficult this would have been for Abraham.


Without any deliberation or doubt Abraham awakes early in the morning, responds in 
faith, takes a 50-mile 3-day donkey ride, cuts wood for the altar [for this is no ordinary 
camping trip], binds up Isaac on the altar, and raises his knife to kill his son. Was he 
really going to kill his son on the altar? I think so. I think Abraham had seen God fulfill 
promise after unbelievable promise and made a womb that was dead-dead alive.


Now Isaac was no baby. He was probably between the ages of 15-35. He could have 
easily wrestled his 115-135 year old weak-boned dad to the ground. However, as 
Abraham’s son, he willingly submits himself to God’s plan too. He trusts his dad. I 
could image that Isaac had a terrified look on his face saying. “Dad, you want me to lay 
down on the altar? You want me to die here today?” “Yes, son, that’s what the Lord is 
saying.” “Okay. I trust you, dad.” Isaac willingly lies down on the altar, but God 
intervenes by providing an animal sacrifice for the burnt offering. The story that 
climaxes with Isaac, ultimately climax with Christ.


	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both sons promised many years before their birth.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both born to women who could not have conceived apart 

from a miracle.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both firstborn sons.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both loved by their father/Father.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus both carried wood to their sacrifice.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus both willingly laid down their lives to their father/Father.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus were both laughed at. One for being born, and the later for 

claiming to be king.

	 •	 Isaac and Jesus both lay down as a burnt offering for sin [i.e. substitutionary 

atonement, 2 Corinthians 5:21].

	 •	 Isaac was resurrected figuratively and Jesus was resurrected literally [1 

Corinthians 15].

	 •	 Isaac was just a man, but Isaac was the God/Man who came to save mankind.


God provides the lamb for a burnt offering so that Isaac may live. Likewise, God 
provides the Lamb of God—Jesus Christ—as the sin offering so that those who believe 
in Him may live forever [cf. John 1:29; Mark 10:45]. God is faithful to provide the 
sacrifice for our redemption.


God provides soil [Genesis 23:1-20].  Remember, Abraham was a pagan living in Iraq 
who worked as a nomad. Now he is living many miles from his childhood home on the 
doorstep of the land God has promised him. He is old and his wife has just passed. In 
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an obscure way, Sarah’s small and insignificant burial plot was the only property 
Abraham owned in the Promised Land. The land that was promised to his heirs would 
not arise as a nation until God would call another man, Moses, who would take God’s 
people to the Promised Land, but it took Joshua to finally bring the people across the 
river Jordan [21:43-34]. As the Hebrew people longed for their promised homeland 
[Hebrews 11:9-14] so followers of Christ long for their eternal homeland with Him [John 
14:3; 2 Peter 3:13].


In conclusion, it is a worthwhile endeavor to think back on all the times God has 
provided. It is encouraging to journal or write a thank you letter to God for all that He 
has done. As I think back, he has provided in so many miraculous ways: He provided 
the means through jobs and mysterious donors to pay off my college education, He 
has provided friends who have given me timely and wise counsel from high school until 
now, He provided a beautiful and godly wife who has taught me much about God 
through the way she lives, and He has provided me with a gracious and generous 
church that has reinvigorated my passion for Christ and His Body. None of these 
provisions compare to those that the last leg of Abraham’s journey remind me of—God 
has provided me a Son who was the sacrifice for my sin and through faith in Him I have 
an eternal home with Him. God has provided far above what I could ever think or ask! It 
is enough to motivate me to fight the good fight of faith to the finish.


What are some promises of God that apply to your today? How are the promises of 
God impacting your daily life?   

Are you living as if these promises are true today? How should these promises influence 
your life? 

Do you have any “But God provided...” stories? If not, why not?  

How is God providing for you that you just haven’t noticed? How can you become more 
attentive to His provisions? 
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A Bride for Isaac 
Genesis 24 

Genesis now begins to focus not just on the God of Abraham, but also the God of 
Isaac and Jacob as Jesus taught in Matthew 22:32. Genesis 24 tells us that Abraham 
was old and had been blessed by God in every way as God had promised. And to 
ensure that his son Isaac would marry a woman who would worship his God by faith 
Abraham sent his servant back to his home to find a wife for his son. Abraham did this 
trusting that the God who had blessed him would be faithful to now provide for Isaac 
by sending an angel ahead to arrange the details.


Abraham’s faithful servant did as he was told and went to the region of Abraham’s 
brother Nahor. Stopping at a spring the servant prayed for God to provide. Before he 
had finished his prayer God had already answered it, sending the lovely virgin Rebekah 
to the spring. Rebekah drew water for Nahor and his animals. When the servant 
inquired of her family she said her father was Nahor and that he was welcome to stay 
at their home. The servant was so overjoyed at God’s perfect provision that he bowed 
down and worshiped the Lord for answering his prayer.


Rebekah agreed to go with Abraham’s servant to be Isaac’s wife. Upon arriving at 
Abraham’s household Rebekah was brought into the former tent of Isaac’s mother 
Sarah and married her. Isaac and Rebekah’s marriage ends with the beautiful words 
that “he loved her” and she was such a fitting bride that he was comforted by her love 
after the death of his mother.


We learn a great deal about God from the Genesis 24 narrative. God does not speak, 
but is silent in the narrative. However, God’s unseen hand of providence moves the 
story along showing Himself to be faithful to Abraham and Isaac. God also answers 
prayer and can be trusted to provide even when he has not spoken but has been 
spoken to in prayer. 

There are some great applications from the story of Genesis 24 that are truths to take 
home. I will praise God for his faithfulness and steadfast love [24:12, 27]. I will 
remember my future is in God’s hands. I will encourage young men to pray and wait for 
a godly brides and encourage them to listen to their parents wisdom. I will pray to God 
with sincerity believing He does provide and keep His promises. I will trust God even 
when life does not make sense. I will serve God and others with expedience and 
efficiency.


I remember when I was a single man praying for God to provide a godly wife. What a 
joy it is to wait for His timing and to pursue His will. The wait was long and hard, but it 
was well worth the wait!


Keys to Genesis 24: bless [1, 27, 31, 35, 48, 60], prosper the way [12, 21, 27, 42, 56]
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How do you see God’s providence beyond Abraham in this story and to future 
generations? 

Why does God chose not to speak sometimes?  Does his silence mean he is absent? 
Explain. 

How can you trust God to provide when you don’t see immediate answers? 

How have the themes of ‘blessing’ and ‘prosper’ encouraged you?  What does God 
mean when he says he will ‘prosper the way’? 

How have you seen God bless and prosper you?  Spend some time thanking God. 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The Tale of Two Brothers 
Genesis 25-28 

I am one of six. I have three brothers and two sisters. I am at least 10-years older than 
my closest sibling. If you have siblings then you know what it is to have a rival. Since 
most of my siblings are much younger than I am our battles were either unfair or 
annihilation’s. I was more of the big-brother-built-in-babysitter, but now as my siblings 
are getting older I get my fair share of beat downs. Mostly verbal onslaughts related to 
my balding scalp and growing belly.


Today we will peer under the roof of a family with twin brothers who were all boy and at 
times bad to the bone. Most siblings can relate to these two dudes. However, what 
their story unfolds is a story that opens up a greater story of redemption and 
reconciliation, which we will discover over the next few weeks.


Two boys are born [Genesis 25:19-28].  Isaac [the promised son] married Rebekah 
[the prayed for wife], but come to find out she is barren. This is not a good thing for a 
family that is promised to bear the Seed of Hope [the promised Son—Jesus]! However, 
Isaac learned from the story of his mother and father. Instead of taking matters into his 
own hands he prayed to God who can open wombs as He did with his mother’s womb. 
God answered with a miracle bringing to life Rebekah’s dead womb.


Rebekah was blessed with not just one, but with two rambunctious boys. Even before 
her boys breathed their first full breath of oxygen they were picking on each other. 
Inside their mother’s belly the boys were like to UFC brawlers throwing fists and feet, 
but instead of a rope and ring they were using the walls of their mothers womb. I have 
seen my wife’s reaction when our little girl got moving. I could not image two burly 
boys bouncing around.


Rebekah does not understand why this is happening so she asks God. Isn’t this family 
something great? Two parents seeking God on behalf of their children. God responds 
to Rebekah’s inquire with historic news. The two boys within her would be two nations, 
two divided people, one [Jacob] stronger and the other [Esau] a servant to the younger 
[cf. Romans 9:10-13; 2 Samuel 8:13]. This is an incredibly important oracle, which 
would come to play later in the life of the twin brothers.


The first boy to be born was Esau [also called Edom]. He was red and hairy with a coat 
of fur like Elmo or Clifford the big red dog. The second boy to be born was not far 
behind. In fact, on the way out he was holding onto his hairy brother’s heel. They 
named their heel grabbing son heel [or trickster], which in our language is translated 
Jacob. As they grew Esau became the man’s man always out in the field hunting and 
gathering trophy game, while his brother Jacob was more of the homebody hanging 
out with his mommy.
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As great as this family started out to be—building a foundation of prayer and faith—
there was another foundation being laid of partiality and favoritism. Since, Esau hunted 
meat his dad favored him, and since Jacob was at home cooking and cleaning with his 
mom, she favored him. This unbalanced foundation, if left unchecked, will lead to some 
major conflict in the home, which we are about to see [cf. 37:3].


Buying his brother’s birthright outright [Genesis 25:29-34].  Esau is the firstborn 
son. There are major perks for being the firstborn. Being the first born Esau was 
entitled to the family birthright, which would make him the inheritor of a double portion 
of his father’s estate, leave him as the head of the family when his father passed away, 
as well as enable him to receive a special blessing from his father. In Abraham and 
Isaac’s case the one who possesses the birthright inherited the Abrahamic covenant. 
Esau wielded a lot of power and promise as the firstborn son.


However, Esau did not treat his birthright with that kind of importance. On an ordinary 
day,  Esau, probably after a long day of hunting came hungry to his brother Jacob who 
was cooking a yummy smelling pot of stew or spaghetti. Esau was exhausted and 
wanted something to eat. So Jacob being the trickster got his brother to trade his 
birthright for a meal. Quite the unfair trade, but as crazy as it was Esau accepted. At 
the bottom of Esau’s trade was an indifference towards God’s covenant promise to 
bless all nations through the descendants of his grandfather Abraham, which would 
ultimately bring forth Jesus Christ. Instead in a moment of flippancy he gave up God’s 
covenant for the munchies.  Later when he realized what a dumb and dishonoring thing 
he did it was too late [cf. Hebrews 12:16-17].


It is interesting to note this struggle between two brothers in the womb would continue 
well into the future. In fact, many years later it reached its climax when King Herod—a 
descendant of Esau—sought to slaughter all firstborn sons, which included Jesus 
Christ—a descendant of Isaac [Matthew 1:1-2, 2:13].


God reaffirms promises to the twins father [Genesis 26:1-5ff].  Similar to God 
speaking to Abraham, God speaks to Abraham’s son Isaac. The major similarities are 
God’s covenant promise to be with Isaac, bless him, and give him descendants and 
land. God blesses Isaac because his father Abraham “obeyed My voice and kept My 
charge, My commands, My decrees, and My laws.” [26:5; cf. Deuteronomy 11:1ff]


Throughout the rest of Genesis 26 are a number of similarities between Abraham and 
Isaac unfold:

 
•    Both men received God’s call and promise. Both lived during a period of famine. 
•    Both men dwelt in Gerar both men had lovely wives. Both men were cowards in the 
face of possible harm. 
•    Both men lied and said their wife was their sister. Both men were spared the 
consequences of their sin by God’s mercy. 
•    Both men were rebuked by good Gentiles for their lying schemes. Both build altars 
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to worship God. 
•    Both men were pursued by Abimelech for a covenant [two different Abimelech’s but 
both related]. 
•    Both men were a blessing to their neighbors. Both men trusted God and lived 
peacefully with their neighbors.


Like Abraham, God redeemed Isaac’s unbelief. Isaac was blessed only because of 
God’s grace to him. God uses imperfect people and keeps His covenant promises. The 
chapter concludes with a brief note about Esau. Like Isaac, Esau marries at the age of 
40. However, unlike Isaac he married two godless women without the counsel of his 
father, which following the birthright fiasco shows his foolish heart. Esau is a type of 
prodigal son who becomes a “source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.”


Blindsiding big brother to get father’s blessing [Genesis 27:1-28:9].  Isaac was 
becoming old and senile. Therefore he called for his eldest son to give him a blessing. 
This is an important moment in the life of a son—often a life-changing and course-
directing moment. Before Isaac offers Esau the blessing he sends him out to hunt a 
juicy steak.


Rebekah, like Eve and Sarah, took matters into her own hands. Since she favored 
Jacob over Esau she devised a deceitful plan to rob her son Esau of his blessing. 
Could this be where Jacob learned his trickery? So Rebekah cooks up some goat meat 
to Isaac’s liking and dresses Jacob in Esau’s hunting clothes and pads his neck and 
hands with fur to match to texture of his brother’s man-sweater. Then she sends Jacob 
into Isaac’s tent and unbelievably the sinful scheme works as schemed. Isaac is duped 
and Jacob steals Esau’s special deathbed blessing.


Esau comes to his father shortly after with his hunt, but learns he is late and missed the 
blessing because of his younger brothers trickiness. Isaac becomes furious. Esau 
weeps, turns bitter towards his brother, and plans to comfort himself by killing him [cf. 
Genesis 4]. Rebekah catches wind of Esau’s plan and sends Jacob to Laban until Esau 
cool’s down out of fear that she might lose her both sons over her sin, but a few days 
ended up being 20-years. This family’s firm foundation of faith and prayer is quickly 
crumbling, and beginning to look more like an episode of the Maury Povich Show.


Before leaving for Laban’s, Jacob is blessed by his father and commanded to marry 
only a woman who belongs to God so that the promises of the covenant would 
continue through his family line. To spite his parents, Esau intentionally marries another 
godless wife in addition to his other wives that had brought nothing but grief to his 
parents. Both boys do not appear very godly or worthy of the family blessings 
promised through Abraham.


Jacob, Jacob, Jacob…How does his story fit into the “Big Story?” First, a look at 
Jacob gives you a glimpse of yourselves. He was struggling for power, even from birth 
through lies and strategic steals. Showing how sly and stealthy we are at sinning to get 
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ahead. Second, his story gives us unusual insight into the Gospel and how God works. 
Despite his sin and imperfection God uses Jacob as the “covenant carrying” son of 
Isaac. Just like he uses sinful Jesus-followers to bear the message of good news to a 
darkened world. God is gracious and merciful! 

How is the truthfulness of the truism “like father, like son” demonstrated in this story? 

How can you protect you and your family’s faith from spinning south like Isaac and 
Rebekah’s? 

What do we learn about God from this section of Genesis, particularly his sovereignty to 
bring good through human sin? 

How have you seen God use family conflict for his glory? 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Jacob’s Dream 
Genesis 28:10-22 

The story of Jacob’s ladder is well known by many who do not know the Bible. Jacob 
is depicted in song lyrics from Led Zeppelin to U2 to Rush to Huey Lewis and the 
News. Jacob is also a topic for motivational speakers communicating ones ability to 
climb the ladder of personal success because “the skies the limit”. The story of 
Jacob’s ladder has taken on varying shades of meaning and interpretation, which are a 
stretch from its original biblical context.


The story of Jacob’s ladder dream appears at the beginning of Jacob’s narrative. 
Jacob had just deceived his twin brother Esau by ripping off his birthright and lying to 
get his father’s deathbed blessing. Therefore Esau is out to get Jacob’s head and see 
him dead. So Jacob flees the Promised Land and the momma’s boy who once loved 
staying home was now driven from his home. He becomes a fugitive from his family 
fearing his brother’s ferocious rage.


The tension in the story rises as Jacob comes to a certain place at the sunsets. He 
spends the night out in the elements alone. Without protection in an unknown place 
Jacob finds a sandy spot to sleep with a rock for his pillow. The tension continues to 
rises as he nods off to sleep and dreams a strange dream about a ladder that the 
angels of God ascend and descend upon. God comes to Jacob in a dramatic dream in 
the middle of the night. For the first time in his life, Jacob encounters God.


How in the world is God going work with this guy?  At this point in Genesis, the 
covenant promises of God have been applied to the less than perfect people—from 
Abraham to Isaac to sinfully deceptive Jacob who stole both the birthright and blessing 
from his older brother Esau. Jacob possesses the covenant blessing, but lacks faith-
driven relationship with God like that of Isaac and Abraham. Jacob is not a God-
pursuer [worshiper, believer]; he is a man-pleaser and self-gratifier. For the first time, 
Jacob is not living under the faith of his parents, but begins his own relationship with 
God.


So how does he go from Jacob to Israel? From trickster and deceiver to a worshiper of 
God? From a total goober to a godly guy? Jacob is probably in his 70s, still living with 
his parents, mom still washes his whitie-tighties, and has her pack his lunch box with 
PB & J. He’s totally a late bloomer with no wife, no job, allowed to underachieve, 
enjoys being spoiled, and has inconstant God-following parents.


The story climaxes as Jacob sees God in his dream. And no, it wasn’t a dose of spicy 
chili the night before. God speaks to him and promises to be everything that He was to 
Jacob’s dad [26:3-4] and grand-dad [12:2-3; 15:1-6]. The God of Abraham and Isaac 
will also be known as the God of Jacob. The Lord not only extends patriarchal 
promises [i.e. land, descendants, and blessing] but also adds a special promise—His 
presence—that the Lord will always be with him [and Israel] wherever he goes. The 
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symbol of His presence is the ladder in 
his dream, which connects heaven with 
earth.


If I were Jacob, I would have wet my 
pants seeing God, especially after his 
sinful escapade. Jacob should have been 
cursed for all his sin, however God has 
grace on him and blesses him. In holy 
fear, Jacob awakes from his dream awed 
by the Lord. The change in Jacob’s heart 
turning toward God arises in his 
commitment to tithe to God as an act of 
worship to God [cf. 26:25]. Above all it is 
God who seeks out a covenant 
relationship with Jacob, which is the 
pattern continued for all believers 
throughout human history.


How do we get from Jacob to Jesus?  
As Jacob leaves the Promised Land, God promise to be with Jacob wherever he goes. 
This is an important redemptive theme that progresses throughout the history of Israel 
to those who follow Jesus.


As Moses is called out of Egypt—leading the Hebrew people to the Promised Land—
God promises His presence [Exodus 3:12; Deuteronomy 31:6]. He proves His presence 
with a pillar of clouds by day, a pillar of fire by night, and His glory in the tabernacle. As 
Joshua carries the torch of Moses and enters the Promised Land, God assures His 
presence [Joshua 1:5]. God promises His presence with Israelites kings [1 Kings 8:57]. 
And when Israel is cast int0 exile God promises His presence with His people [Isaiah 
43:2; 41:10].


The culmination of the promise of God’s presence came when He was born as a babe 
with human skin and walked among His people. His name is Jesus. He is also known 
by the name, “Emmanuel,” which means, “God with us.” [Matthew 1:23; John 14:9-10; 
Colossians 2:9; cf. Isaiah 7:14]. After Jesus rises from the dead He promises His 
presence with His followers [Matthew 28:20; Hebrew 13:5] and His Spirit dwells in His 
people [Acts 2:33; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19]. On the last day, when Jesus comes again, 
He promises to dwell with His people forever in the divine Promised Land of His eternal 
presence [Revelation 21:3].


The promise give to Jacob by God was fulfilled when God brings him back to Canaan, 
when God returns the Israelites from Egyptian slavery, and when God returns the 
remnant from exile in Babylon, but promise is ultimately fulfilled through Jesus Christ 
the Son of God. The ladder Jacob sees in his dream is a picture of God promise “to be 
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with you.” God is not absent from His creation or His covenant people. He is intimately 
connected with His creation. The ladder represents His mediation between heaven and 
earth. Jesus even makes this correlation between the ladder and Himself [John 
1:49-51]. Jesus is the mediator between heaven and earth—God and man [1 Timothy 
2:5; John 14:6]. Jesus is the ladder; He is the connection between heaven and earth.


The purpose of Jacob’s strange ladder dream was to get his attention. Once God got 
his attention, He promised to be with Him always wherever he would go. That promise 
would ripple to His holy people [Israel] and also in the Scripture later to His church. The 
promise of God’s presence is one of the most precious and assuring promises of the 
Scripture. This promise is meant to be a source of comfort for all His followers. God 
knows that His people sometimes feel forsaken. However, remember as Jesus said, “I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.” [Matthew 28:20]


What do we learn about the importance of someone having their own faith and not 
simply living under the faith of their parents? 

In Jacob’s dream Heaven comes down to earth. How does Heaven come down 
according to Matthew 1:23, John 1:51 and Revelation 21:2? 

What do we learn about God from His pursuit of the ungodly Jacob for a covenant 
relationship? 

How does the promise that God is always with you encourage you right now? 

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �68



�

From Recluse to Reconciled, Part 1 
Genesis 29-31 

Jacob is not the poster child for godly examples to emulate. He is 70 years old, single, 
jobless, a total momma’s boy, and is now homeless on the run from his brother 
because he ripped off his birthright and father’s deathbed blessing. Jacob is literally 
between a rock and a hard place, but mostly from his own trickster tactics. The only 
glimmer of hope is a dream he is given from God on his first night alone away from the 
comforts of home. In the dream, God passes the torch of covenant promises given to 
Abraham and Isaac to Jacob and also promises to be with him until he comes back to 
the Promised Land.


Today we are going to walk in Jacob’s sandals and see how he moves from being a 
recluse to reconciling with his brother. Jacob’s journey is Hollywood script or 
screenplay material. His story is full of adventure, romance, drama, and with twists and 
turns has sort of a happy ending. We begin immediately following Jacob’s dream as he 
enters the land of Laban, his uncle [Rebekah’s brother].


Sowing and Reaping: Jacob—the trickster—gets tricked into marrying two sisters 
[Genesis 29:1-20].  As Jacob arrives at Laban’s sheep farm, he gets a glimpse of the 
beautiful bombshell, named Rachel [which just so happens to be Jacob’s first cousin]. 
Immediate Jacob gets to work to impress this gal. Since, Jacob comes to Laban empty 
handed he is asked to work. In exchange, Jacob bargains for a bride—the beautiful 
Rachel [meaning lamb/ewe].


Now Rachel had an older sister, named Leah [meaning wild-cow]. She had a crazy lazy 
eye. Both girls were unmarried probably because Leah was not much of a looker. And 
Jacob, like all the other guys in town, wanted to marry red-hot Rachel. Laban made 
Jacob work for seven years to earn the right to marry Rachel. And in one of the most 
romantic verses of Scripture, “Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed 
to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.” Isn’t that so sweet and 
sappy?


Ironically, Jacob reaps what he sows [cf. Galatians 6:7-8]. After tricking his brother 
Esau he seems to think his life is prospering: he has escaped the hand of his brother, 
God promises to bless him, and he is about to marry the woman of his dreams. The big 
day arrives and Laban throws a wedding feast. Obviously, Jacob has a few too many 
glasses of wine at the wedding to notice that Laban pulled a switcheroo and gives 
away Leah rather than Rachel. The next morning when Jacob rolls over in bed he 
stares into the wandering eyes of his new wife Leah. I can only imagine Leah smiling at 
Jacob with a crooked buck-toothed grin.


Jacob confronts Laban deceptive plan, but Laban gives a lame yet legitimate reason, 
“It is customary for the oldest child to be provided for before the younger.” Though 
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true, it is still a low blow. Jacob, the persevering romantic, loved Rachel so much that 
he was will to work seven more years for Laban. God is using Laban to chisel at 
Jacob’s character. When Jacob finally works fourteen years to marry Rachel he 
expresses his love for her over Leah. This begins another sad story of favoritism that 
will rip apart this family.


A Family Fiasco: 12-Tribes of Israel are Born [Genesis 29:31-30:24].  Jacob gets 
what he wants—Rachel, but as soon as he marries her God closes her womb. Like 
Jacob’s mother and grandmother, Rachel is barren. Since, Rachel is barren, Leah sees 
this as her gateway to Jacob heart. Leah gets pregnant, all the while hoping, Jacob 
would finally love her because she would make her hubby a daddy. It did not quite 
work out as she planned. Three baby boys later she was sure Jacob would fall for her. 
Yet Jacob had no love for Leah. She has four-and-no-more until she gives praise to 
God. It took four pregnancies for God to finally get a hold of Leah’s heart.


Rachel, like any sibling wants babies too. She sees her sister and becomes jealous. So 
in an overdramatic outburst she demands Jacob, “Give me children or I shall die.”  25

Jacob responds in anger that it is God whom controls her womb. Could Jacob be 
growing in his faith? I think not! For immediately, like Sarah giving her servant Hagar to 
bear child, Rachel gives her servant Bilhah to Jacob. It does not look like Jacob is 
trusting God as his father Isaac did by turning to God in prayer. Rachel also takes 
matters into her own hands and Jacob did nothing about it. In fact, he went along with 
the adulterous sin. Rachel’s servant Bilhah gives birth to two boys, Dan [meaning 
judge] and Naphtali [meaning wrestle]. Their names are fit to Rachel’s sibling jealousy 
and lack of trust in God.


Not to be outwitted, outplayed or out-sinned Leah in turn gives Jacob her servant 
Zilpah to sleep with. Leah brags about it when Zilbah who gives birth two boys and 
names them Gad [meaning luck] and Asher [meaning happy]. Leah, like Rachel, forgets 
to see that the blessing of children is from God. Doesn’t this family seem a little 
redneck? They would more accurately be dubbed, rebellious. The story gets stranger 
as Jacob’s firstborn son Reuben finds some mandrakes [an herbal aphrodisiac]. He 
gives them to his mother Leah. Rachel is a freak for mandrakes and she trades 
bedtime with Jacob to Leah—paying her as like a prostitute. Jacob-the-pimp doesn’t 
question the ethics of his wives and sleeps with Leah. She gives birth to two more 
sons, Issachar [meaning hire/wages] and Zebulun [meaning honor].


Somehow Leah resorts back to having babies out of jealousy—always a bad idea. And 
somewhere Rachel prays to God, He graciously answers, opens her dead womb, and 
gives her a son. They name him Joseph [meaning may he add]. Joseph was the 
youngest boy until Rachel later had Benjamin [cf. 35:18]. Add up all the boys from four 
momma’s and Jacob is the proud papa to a bakers dozen—12 boys + 1 girl, Dinah.


 These words would later proved to be prophetic and tragic; Genesis 35:16-19.25

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �70



�
Through this dysfunctional, jealousy-ridden, polygamist family, God would safeguard 
His covenant in Jacob’s sons. This family would become the initial branches of the 
twelve tribes of Israel through whom Jesus would be born and heal the human sin 
problem, which was so evident in Jacob’s family. By God’s grace alone He saves this 
family from themselves. Revelation 21:1-14 reveals how these twelve sons who came 
from the four conniving women in Genesis will mark the gates of heaven where Jesus 
is awaiting those He has also saved by His grace.


It Never Fails: God keeps His promises [Genesis 30:25-31:55].  According to Jacob, 
it was about time to move out on his own. He is 90 years old, has two wives, and 
twelve children from four different women. What his mother thought might be a few day 
flee from Esau ended up being twenty years working for free for Laban [his father-in-
law]. He built for Laban a sizable ranch that pulled in some fat-cash.


Through demonic divination Laban learns that he has been blessed with wealth and 
power because Jacob has the covenant blessing of God upon him. Jacob desires to 
return home to the Promised Land to his father Isaac, however, Laban like a crooked 
used car salesman seeks to keep Jacob around the ranch by offering to finally pay him 
a reasonable salary. Jacob, like his father [Isaac] and grandfather [Abraham] rejects the 
gift and entrusts himself to God in faith. God honors Jacob’s faith and makes him a 
very wealthy man. Though it may seem like Jacob is taking advantage of Laban the 
truth is God is making right a wrong by giving Jacob what he earned during twenty 
years of faithful and fruitful labor for Laban.


God is big on keeping His promises. He has promised to be with Jacob and get him 
back to the Promised Land. God calls, “Return to the land of your fathers and to your 
kindred, and I will be with you.” [31:3; cf. 12:1] Jacob responds immediately in faith. 
His wives also respond in faith [note: Rachel steals the household idol]. Jacob loads up 
the kids in the camel caravan and leave Laban’s home in secret while he is out giving 
the sheep a haircut. They leave undercover possibly out of fear that Laban would come 
up with a sly way to keep Jacob working around the ranch.


When Laban finally found out that his daughters and grandchildren were gone he and 
his relatives pursued Jacob for seven days until they caught up with him. Ironically, the 
same Laban who tricked Jacob into marrying both of his daughters became rich 
because of God’s blessing upon Jacob. He cheated Jacob by changing his wages ten 
times and complained that Jacob had been deceptive with him. However, God 
protected Jacob by appearing to Laban in a dream and commanding him not to harm 
Jacob in any way. Laban only accuses Jacob of stealing his household idol, but he was 
unaware that his wife Rachel stole them and was sitting on them.


Jacob honors God by praising Him for all blessing he and Laban have received [31:42]. 
Then Jacob and Laban shake hands and agree Jacob will take no more wives. They 
built a monument to remember the covenant. Laban kisses his daughters and 
grandchildren goodbye and the men part—Laban went back home and Jacob to his 
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old home in the Promised Land. This set the stage for a story for Jacob to meet his 
brother Esau for the first time in twenty years [come back next week to find out what 
happens].


What do we learn about God from this scene in Genesis, particularly the blessing?  

What parts of this story indicate that Jacob is growing in faith, that his wives have come 
to faith, and that Laban is still not converted? 

How is God able to reconciled any situation, any relationship? 

How have you seen God reconcile a difficult situation? 
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From Recluse to Reconciled, Part 2 
Genesis 32 

Jacob’s journey is a lot like watching WWE [Royal Rumble]. Jacob’s life is a total man 
soap opera. We have already learned that Jacob—the trickster—gets tricked into 
working 20 years for his uncle [Laban] and tricked into marrying his two daughters. The 
elder sister [Lazy-eye Leah] is named cow and looks the part, while the younger sister 
[Red hot Rachel] is cute as a lamb. Sibling rivalry between the sisters lands Jacob with 
12 children. Jacob’s home looks a quite redneck, but in the sin-spiraling drama God 
sovereignly keeps His promise to Jacob and calls him back to the Promised Land.


Jacob heads home and gives his brother a heads-up [Genesis 32:1-8].  After being 
away from mommy [Rebekah] and his ticked-off brother [Esau] for two decades Jacob 
decides it is time to pack up his family and journey home. On his way angels meet him 
at the border of the Promised Land. They are a sure sign of God’s protection and 
presence upon Jacob [cf. 28:15].


Jacob then realizes at his homecoming he will have to face his brother Esau whom 
twenty years early he had ripped of his birthright and father’s deathbed blessing. So 
Jacob sends messengers to Esau giving him a happy, “Hello, I’m coming home bro!” 
The message is simple: I am coming soon and I got gifts. Jacob was seeking peace 
and desired to bless Esau with gifts hoping make up for the blessings he stole from 
Esau. The messengers did their duty and returned to tell Jacob that Esau was coming 
with four hundred men who were either an entourage to welcome Jacob or an army to 
thump him. Thinking the worst, Jacob splits his people and animals into two groups 
hoping that at least one could flee and survive if attacked.


Jacob comes to God in faith [Genesis 32:9-21].  Jacob faith seems to be growing 
slowly since he first encountered God in a dream [28:10ff]. In a short prayer we learn a 
lot about his faith and his view of God.  First, he remembers God’s promises to his 26

dad and grandpa. Second, he confesses his sin to God. Third, he thanks God for His 
faithfulness and steadfast love. Fourth, he acknowledges his fear and admits his utter 
dependence upon God for deliverance.


Jacob’s prayer teaches us a lot about prayer. If I were Jacob I would be pleading God 
for mercy with a mountain of requests, “God can’t you see I am about to die? Won’t 
you do something? You promised! Help!“ However, Jacob doesn’t freak out, rather he 
comes to God with prayers of worship and thanksgiving. How often do you come to 
God with praise and “thank you” for what you do have before you ask for what you do 
not have?


Before Jacob met his brother he packaged a very large gift for Esau, wrapped each 
with a shiny bow, and had them delivered one by one. It was like a parade minus the 

 This is the first recorded prayer and only extended prayer in Genesis.26
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clowns and candy. He did all this with the hope of winning over his brother’s affection 
to wipe the slate of offense clean. There is a sense that the motive of Jacob’s heart is 
fear of what his brother will say and do. It is no less appropriate to pacify an offended 
brother than to appease an offended God. 
27

Jacob gets thrown down and in the ring with God [Genesis 32:22-32].  The same 
night, Jacob and his family cross over the border into the Promised Land. Once they 
crossed over safely Jacob was left alone without bodyguards or protection. A man 
comes to Jacob and whacks him. The man initiates a physical struggle, but Jacob’s 
strength is regarded and he would not give up until the man gave him a blessing.


At dawn [cf. Exodus 33:20; Numbers 12:8], the two men stopped wrestling and the 
man changed Jacob’s [meaning trickster] name to Israel [meaning wrestles with God 
and perseveres]. He transitions from a one who tricked to get ahead to a man of faith 
who trusted God to bless and protect him according to His covenant promises.


For a one hundred year old man it is fitting that the other man would strike Jacob on 
the hip and throw it out of joint. This wound would mark Jacob for the rest of his life 
with a limp. Everyone who saw Jacob limping around would know it was God that 
fought him and blessed him. Jacob’s journey with God climax that night, but he came 
out a God-worshiper. I would rather limp with my dignity than walk without it. And I 
would rather limp with a blessing than skip without one. 

This could be one of the strangest stories in the Bible because it leaves us puzzled and 
asking, who is this unnamed man who wrestles with Jacob? The struggle is not 
elaborate, but it is certainly deliberate. The man’s identity is reveal—He is God [or pre-
incarnate Christ, 32:28; cf. 16:7; Hosea 12:2-6]. Through the wrestling match Jacob 
grows in faith to the level that he becomes a servant of God and is ready to reenter the 
Promised Land as a new man with a new name. The point of Jacob’s journey is not 
that he was wrestling with Laban or Esau, but rather he was wrestling with God. A lot 
like you and me, don’t you think? There is a lot from Jacob’s journey that we can learn 
about God and how He interacts with you and me.


First, just like Jacob, we wrestle with God [vs. 24-26]. There are a lot of ways we can 
wrestle with God other than a physical fistfight. Like Jacob you have been warring and 
striving against God from birth. You might be wrestling with God’s calling upon your life 
(i.e. which school, what job, who to date/marry), with difficult truths and doctrines (i.e. 
God’s Sovereignty, human responsibility), with the difficulties or tragedies of life (i.e. 
death, health, family struggles), with personal struggles with sin (i.e. repentance, 
confession, freedom), and with your salvation. Jacob’s struggle began when he 
stepped into the border of the Promised Land. When you push the boundaries with 
God get ready for a wrestling match.


 The pericope of Proverbs 16:1-15 joins together pacifying God (16:6) and pacifying the king (16:14). Bruce Waltke, 27

Genesis. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI. 2001. P. 444.
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Second, just like Jacob, when God touches you, you are never the same again 
[vs. 25, 31]. Third, just like Jacob, God is still in the name changing business [v.28]. 
In the Old Testament, one’s name and one’s nature were synonymous. Jesus name 
was given to Him because he saved people from their sins [Matthew 1:21]. Jesus 
changed Peters name, which changed the course of his life from fish to people [John 
1:42]. Jesus promises all who follow Him a new name [Revelation 2:17; 3:12]. You need 
to have your ‘name changed’ and live out of the right one, “So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new.” [2 Corinthians 5:17] “Clothe yourself with the new self, created according to the 
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” [Ephesians 4:24] Which name are 
you living out of today? 

Fourth, just like Jacob, God does not let self-serving, self-sufficient, independent 
people into the Promised Land [v.30]. Only they who depend on God in faith get to 
go and rest in Him. You can strive to get there by your own goodness or good deeds, 
but as Jesus says, “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will try 
to enter and will not be able” [Luke 13:24] and “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” [Matthew 19:23-24]


Who do you think wrestled with Jacob? What light does Hoses 12:2-6 shed on this 
scene in Genesis? 

The word Israel appears over 1800 times throughout Scripture. What does this tell us 
about the importance of this man coming to faith as the link in the covenant chain 
preceded him with his father Isaac and grandfather Abraham? 

How is Jacob’s life basically an illustration of II Timothy 2:13?  
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Jacob’s life is a rollercoaster of faith.  How do you see God’s being slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love for his people?  For you? 
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From Recluse to Reconciled, Part 3 
Genesis 33 

What does it mean to reconcile a relationship? What are some of the greatest stories of 
reconciliation you have ever seen or heard? Elizabeth Barrett was involved in a 
childhood accident that caused her to be an invalid. She also had a tyrannical father 
that treated her with disrespect. When she became older she met Robert Browning. 
Elizabeth’s father disapproved of the relationship and request for marriage. So in 1846 
they married in secret and sailed to Italy where they lived for the rest of their lives. Her 
parents disowned her, but she did not give up on trying to communicate and reconcile 
with her parents. Almost weekly she wrote her parents letters. Not once did they reply.


After 10 years of writing her parents Elizabeth received a large box in the mail. Inside 
the box she found all her letter; not one had been opened. Today Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning’s letters are among the most beautiful in classic literature. Had her parents 
only read a few of the forgiveness packed poems their relationship with Elizabeth might 
have been reconciled.


Jacob Steps Up Like a Man [Genesis 33:1-3].  Jacob is now a new man with a new 
name and new future of God’s blessings and faith. After wrestling with God he is now 
empowered to meet his brother. While he sees his brother coming with a posy of 400 
men, Jacob puts his people in ranks. He put his servants on the frontline, Leah and her 
children in the middle, and Rachel and her children in the back of the pack. Rachel gets 
the safe spot because he loved her and Joseph.


Jacob does hide out in the rear to take cover; rather he steps up to the front line. He 
doesn’t know if he will be killed, but it is a rick he’s willing to take believing in the 
promises of God. He has faith in God’s protection enough to put himself in harm’s way 
for the first time in his life. As a sign of humility and apology he bows his body before 
his brother. What we see is a complete change in character for Jacob.


Jacob Reunites with his Brother Face-to-Face [33:4-11].  In one of the most 
forgiving moments in Scripture the prodigal brother comes home. Esau responds like a 
mature older brother, “But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his 
arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept.” [Genesis 33:4] The reunion 
between Jacob and Esau comes after twenty long years of separation. It is a beautiful 
portrait of forgiveness. Esau runs to Jacob and lovingly embraces him in forgiveness 
and welcomes him home.


Jacob blessed his brother with generous gifts that he attributed to God’s provision. 
Esau did not need them because he too had become a wealthy man. Also, he releases 
any and all claims on his birthright. Jacob compares seeing Esau like seeing God [cf. 
Genesis 32:30] because both now and when he wrestled God Jacob is graciously 
spared. It is obvious that God had been working on the hearts of both men.
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Esau offers his Protection [33:12-20].  Because of his many animals and young 
children Jacob was not able to go jump fast in making the journey all the way home. 
Esau offered to leave some men to protect Jacob’s household, but by faith he declined 
stating that God would indeed protect him. Jacob then worshiped God by building an 
altar at Shechem, which was the first place where his grandfather Abraham had been 
visited by God and built his own altar [cf. Genesis 12:6-7; 28:20-22; 31:5]. What a 
wonderful portrait of a transformed man now worshiping the God of Abraham and 
Isaac, but also now the God of Jacob.


Put yourself in Esau’s shoes for a moment. It is not often that we think about the 
situation from his perspective. What would you have done? Would you have been 
hesitant to reconcile your relationship with your brother? What should you do if you are 
hesitant to reconcile? Look to the example of Jesus Christ. He reconciles man to God 
and is our means and motivation to reconcile with one another [2 Corinthians 5:11-21]. 
Jesus is the Reconciler. And you might also consider:


1. Be honest about your motives. Make sure your desire is to please God and not get 
revenge [cf. Joseph and his brothers].


2. Be prayerful about the situation. Jesus said that you must pray for those who 
mistreat you [Luke 6:28; cf. Hebrews 4:16].


3. Be willing to admit how you have added to the problem [cf. Matthew 7:1-6].

4. Be mindful that God is sovereign over the situation [1 Corinthians 10:13].


What changes have you witnessed in Jacob’s character as he transformed from the 
faithless Jacob to the faithful Israel? 

How has the arrogant and rash speaking Jacob become the thoughtful and wise Israel? 

What do we learn about God from this scene in Genesis, particularly his patience? 
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Coming Home, Part 1 
Genesis 34 

Have you ever been away from home for more than a few months? Or long enough that 
you miss home sweet home? I have. I remember going to college in West Virginia and 
being a long way from my family in Wisconsin. I did not get home other than Christmas 
or summer breaks. After final exams, I would hop into my car and sometimes drive 
through the night to get home. The last hour always seemed the longest. I was so 
close, but not there yet.


Jacob must have felt the same way. He had just met his brother on his way home. He 
reconciled their relationship, which was mangled by lies and deceit. Now after 20 years 
away from home he can almost see it. He can taste in his mind his mothers home 
cooked meals. He can smell the farm. He can hear the breeze that carries his father’s 
voice. Jacob was so close, but not home yet. He decided to settle in Schechem. 
However, his decision to stay there was as devastating as Lots decision to stay in 
Sodom rather than traveling on to Bethel [cf. Genesis 13-14].


Jacob’s journey of faith has not ended. The last hours before coming home are still 
yielding lessons of faith. It is a reminder to all that God is not done with you until He is 
done with you.


Jacob’s faith has dramatically changed [cf. Genesis 32–33], but his son’s faith would 
remain nonexistent [Genesis 34]. They were deceitful [34:8–24], murderous [34:25–26], 
greedy [34:27–29], and proud [34:31]. There were probably characteristics passed 
down from their parents. However, despite Jacob’s new faith, new name, and found 
distress over his son’s bad behavior [34:30], Israel could not change his boys. God 
would have to bring them to a crisis of their own, as we will see later.


Jacob had eleven sons and only one daughter named Dinah. One day Dinah went out 
to visit other women in the region her parents lived. While out and about the son of the 
man who ruled that area saw her. He wanted her, but could not have her legitimately. 
Therefore he raped or seduced her. His act defiled and took her virginity dishonorably. 
To make matters more complicated he was pagan and he desired to marry her. 
Intermarriage between believers and unbelievers is condemned throughout Scripture. 
28

Jacob kept the situation a secret until Dinah’s brothers came home. Like protective 
brothers, they were grieved, disgusted, and furious over the vile action done by an 
idolatrous man. Dinah’s brothers devised a plan to seek revenge by creatively using the 
covenant of circumcision [cf. Genesis 17]. Like father like sons these boys learned to 
be tricksters. They told the men of Schechem a strategic lie, “You can happily 

 Abraham was worried that Isaac would marry outside of the covenant as Ishmael had (Genesis 21:21, 24:3-4), and 28

Esau’s intermarriage with the unbelieving Hittites which was a source of great trouble (Genesis 26:34-35, 27:46, 
28:8).
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intermarry our women and share our great wealth, but you will need to be 
circumcised.” The men were determined to get beautiful foreign women as brides that 
after three days all were circumcised.


Two of Dinah’s brothers, Simeon and Levi, were perturbed by men’s swift response. 
They were certain they would not buy into their plan. So out or rage and intensified 
revenge they strapped their swords to their sides and entered Schechem to slaughter 
every man and deliver their sister home safely all the while they looted the entire city, 
taking all the women and animals. Seeing what his sons had done, Jacob rebuked 
them for putting his family in danger of attack from the surrounding Schechemite allies. 
However, the brothers replied praising their heroics and took sides with their sister 
saying, “Should he have treated our sister like a prostitute?”


Why didn’t Jacob do anything? Is he a passive father? First, it is clear that Jacob hated 
his wife Leah, and Dinah was the daughter of Leah [30:19-21]. Jacob’s silence and 
indifference during her defilement indicates that he was not much of a loving father. 
Second, Jacob’s leadership was filled by the devious plans of his sons. Third, Jacob’s 
response to his son’s question has a selfish overtone that states on only “me” and he 
makes no mention of his poor daughter. Like his forefathers we see his imperfection 
after transformation—we see yet another mini-fall not unlike Adam, Noah, and 
Abraham. However, in God’s gracious sovereignty He uses Jacob’s sin for His 
purposes and preserves the line of the covenant family from intermarriage with the 
Schechemites through the murderous actions of Simeon and Levi.


Faith is not inherited paternally, but only through a decision personally.  Also, this 
is a reminder that faith—unlike the temporary blessings that passed from Abraham to 
Isaac to Jacob, and then to Jacob’s sons—is not passed down genetically. You cannot 
be born a Christian. Even though you may have godly parents, be part of a great 
church, and have good Christian friends you still have to encounter Jesus yourself. 
God encounters people individually, and people must place their faith in Him 
individually. Like their father, Jacob’s sons committed their own sins and like Jacob 
they would have to make God their own God. You cannot inherit faith; you must get it 
from God. There is no other way.


This journey home for Jacob is a rough road that paves the way for a future of faith in 
God’s promises. He is not there yet. Likewise God is not finish with you either. The 
pressures of life and family struggles are opportunities for you to trust in the promises 
of God. Next week we will see more about how God keeps His word and journey with 
Jacob to his home sweet home.


When was a time when you traveled when you were eager to get home? 
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What do we learn about God’s sovereignty and faithfulness in this story? 

Note the difference between how the young man who violated Dinah and her brothers 
viewed his actions (Genesis 34:3, 34:31).  

Though Jacob had not been involved in this trickery how do we see that his former 
ways have been learned by his sons? Do you think the brothers actions were noble, 
ignoble, or a combination thereof? Why?  

What changes do we see in Jacob’s character and repentance?  

Are there other Bible characters who received new names (or nicknames)? With each 
one, discuss the reason for the name change. What kind of “new name” would you like 
God to stamp on your soul? 
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Coming Home, Part 2 
Genesis 34 

Jacob left home a 40-year old virgin and now he returns with two wives, twelve 
children, and countless wealth. Jacob is content settle in Schechem, but God speaks 
to Jacob and says, “Get up, go to Bethel and live there.” And like Abraham [cf. Genesis 
12:4], he obeyed. God not only wants Jacob to leave his place of comfort, but also to 
cleanse his home of impurities. God point out that their home was filled with spiritual 
lethargy and idolatry. Jacob surprisingly responds with obedience.


This is the first time we see Jacob rise up and become the spiritual leader of his home. 
After cleansing his household Jacob worships God.  In response to his faithfulness 29

God protects Jacob’s family as they pass through the land. When Jacob enters his 
homeland God blesses him and reminds him of his new name [Israel, cf. 32:28], His 
creation mandate [35:11; cf. 1:28], and the covenant promises of land and lineage 
given through his father and grandfather.


Why does God repeatedly ask Abraham [12:1-3], Isaac [17:4-6], and Jacob to “be 
fruitful and multiply”? Does God simply love babies and enjoy the families? Yes, but 
there is more to it than that. God begins with a promise, “I am God Almighty” [El 
Shaddai, 17:1] and ends with the command to fill the earth. He is not God Almighty 
merely in general, but Almighty in relation to Israel. His Almightiness is there for Him 
and His children. The promise enables the command, “You can be fruitful and multiply 
because I am God Almighty. I am the covenant God of Abraham and Isaac. My God-
ness and my Almightiness are covenant God-ness and covenant Almightiness. And if 
you will trust me as God Almighty, you can and you will be fruitful and multiply. And 
companies of nations and kings will come from you.”


The promise God mentions here, Paul the Apostle later extends to the Gentiles. 
Through Jesus Christ the Gentile Christ followers inherit the blessings of their father 
Abraham [cf. Romans 4:16-18; Galatians 3:6-8,16,29]. This is the very same logic that 
Jesus uses in Matthew 28:18–19 when He says, “All authority has been given to me in 
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.” In other 
words, “I am Christ Almighty; go and be fruitful and multiply my disciples.” Our 
confidence to share the message of Christ comes from the authority and the 
Almightiness of Christ.


As Jacob’s life comes to his final refrain we are now seeing a rhythm of regular worship 
and intimacy with God that was lacking in his life. This new foundation of faith would 
be tested as his beloved wife, Rachel, dies giving birth to his son Benjamin, and as his 
youngest son Reuben has an affair with his stepmother [Bilhah]. This great sin against 

 Note: Jacob builds an altar in Schechem to honor the God who appeared to him, he builds an altar after God 29

cleanses his home, and he builds an altar and pillar at Bethel because God has provided, protected, and fulfilled all 
His promises. Jacob once a wanderer is now a worshiper.
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his father cost him his position as the firstborn son [Genesis 49:3-4; 1 Chronicles 5:1]. 
In God’s sovereignty He uses this sin of Rueben to open His promised line through the 
line of Judah.


Finally, after at least twenty long years away from home Jacob alas returns to see his 
father Isaac. Jacob’s sons got to meet their grandfather just before he dies at the age 
of 180 years old [35:28-29]. His two reconciled sons Esau and Jacob bury him. And the 
genealogy listed at the end of Genesis 35 through chapter 36 illustrates that God will 
keep what He promised to Jacob. The names of Jacob’s 12 sons roll off our lips with 
ease [Ch.35], but the sons of Esau are unfamiliar to our ears [Ch.36]. God is faithful to 
follow though and bless those He calls. Bank on it, if He is your God He will do all that 
He says He will do.


Jacob Comes Home and God Comes through Just as He Had Said. 

How do you see God come through on his promises over and over?  How does God 
come through on his promises in this story? 

How did Jacob’s story end well?  Why is it important to finish well?  How can you aim 
to finish well? 

Why is it often harder for older people to change?   How does Jacob give you 
encouragement to change later in your life? 
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Your Average Joe 
Genesis 37 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to grow up in a family—wealthier or 
better known—than your own? Do you daydream about the day you break free and 
become noticed or distinguished? Do you feel like an average Joe or ordinary Jane? 
You are not alone. The majority of people and families you meet are just like you.


I grew up in what many would call a dysfunctional family. My teenage parents divorced 
before I could remember them together. I did not like my lot in life for the better part of 
my childhood. I would daydream about the day my mom and dad would get back 
together and our family would be normal, which did not happen. I wondered whether or 
not I was the cause of my parent’s divorce, which was unfair. And I wondered what it 
would be like to live in a normal family, but defining normal is impossible. Since those 
early days, I have learned to love my God-given family for reasons I will describe later.


I love the Bible because it is filled with examples of imperfect families just like mine that 
He uses for His purposes. From the beginning of the story of Joseph—which will carry 
us through the remainder of Genesis—we learn four truths that are common to human 
including you and me.


I do not choose my family [Genesis 37:1-4].  From the outside looking into Joseph’s 
home life you would think they were quite redneck. His father, Jacob, had thirteen 
children with four women, two were maidservants and two were wives. He loved his 
wife Rachel and hated her older sister Leah. Jacob also played favorites with his 
children loving his first son with Rachel, Joseph [cf. Gen 30:24-25], more than his other 
sons. Jacob did not hide his favoritism for Joseph. He adorned him like a king in an 
expensive coat of many colors. All who met Joseph knew he was his daddy’s favorite 
dressed up in his Hebrew bling from Burlington Coat Factory.


Jacob also favored hardworking Joseph by giving him authority over his older brothers 
and sent him out to the fields while his brothers worked to supervise and report back to 
their father.  The brothers view Joseph as a spoiled rotten tattletale, “When his 30

brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and 
could not speak a kind word to him.” [37:4] The brother’s anger sounds a lot like Cain’s 
boiling anger towards Abel’s sacrifice that God had favored [cf. Genesis 4].


Joseph is only seventeen. Most teenagers his age have issues with their parents and 
siblings. It is easy for us to wonder, “Why did God give me this family?” Maybe you’re a 
child of divorce, abuse, or neglect. Maybe conflict is all too common in your home and 
you can relate to the sibling rivalry, favoritism or ungodly habits of Joseph’s home. 

 Note: this will not be the first time Joseph is elevated to a position of authority. A theme this narrative is how God 30

empowers people despite the circumstances. The lesson is timeless: God will choose a faithful, righteous person for 
a position of leadership in spite of the jealousy of others.
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Remember you did not choose your family, but God chose your family for you. This can 
be a hard truth to swallow depending on the degree of difficulty you have with your 
family. As difficult as your family may be they are still and always will be your family.

It is interesting how important the family unit is to God. God uses the family analogy to 
describe Christ’s relationship with the church [Ephesians 5:22ff], the relationship of the 
Trinity with one another [i.e. Father and Son], and uses family to describe His 
relationship with those He adopted into His eternal family through faith [Romans 
8:14-17]. God promises to create a people for Himself to use for His purposes. 
Joseph’s dysfunctional family was surviving only by the mercy of God, but He will use 
them for His divine purposes to shape the character of the youngest son, Joseph.


I am mostly responsible for my messes [Genesis 37:5-17].  Compounding matters 
for Joseph and his already ragged relationship with his brothers, God had given 
Joseph dreams in which his whole family was bowing down to him in homage. When 
the dreams should have been kept private he made them quite public. This did not help 
Joseph build a bridge of bonding with his perturbed older brothers. ”His brothers were 
jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.” [37:11] Jacob rebukes what he 
thinks is a ridiculous dream and didn’t do anything more than keeps the matters to 
himself. Then he sent Joseph out into the field to supervise his brother’s work 
[37:12-17].  The one quality character we see in Joseph that will come into play later 31

in his life is his willingness to obey authority.


How should Joseph have responded to these dreams? Perhaps he should have taken 
them as a subtle warning about the place of pride in his life and began cultivating 
humility. Or maybe he should have taken the details about the future as an opportunity 
to wisely prepare for the leadership role that God was going to give him. Instead, he 
used the dreams as hot air to further inflate his already puffed-up opinion of himself. It’s 
a recipe for a messy situation.


As people we are also prone to take the good gifts of God—our positions, our 
possessions, our intelligence, our education, our sexuality, our ability to pray—and use 
them, not for the benefit of others and the glory of God, but only to make ourselves feel 
better. Think about it. What good gifts has God given you that you are tempted to use 
solely for yourself? 
32

Life is not always fair [Genesis 37:18-35].  The brothers grew jealous of Joseph and 
stripped him of his regal robe and tossed him into a waterless well. There they 
conspired whether or not they should kill him [cf. Genesis 4] or sell him into slavery. 
Rueben tries to reason with his brothers, when he should have stood up and said, 
“Listen, I know Joseph has been a pain in the keister, but we’re not going to do 

 The fields are about 64 miles away. This is an early indicator that famine was coming since they were going so far 31

away to find ground for gazing. The ground is also surprisingly in Schechem where two brothers shed blood [cf. 
34:25-31].

 Now difficulty in our life can happen even when we are living in humility and integrity. Jesus does promise that 32

living for Christ can be followed by intense hardship and suffering [2 Corinthians 1:3-7].
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anything to harm him” Instead, Rueben along with Judah who led the brothers to spare 
Joseph’s life, but make some money selling him into slavery. ”So when the Midianite 
merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for 
twenty shekels” [37:28].  Joseph was taken to Egypt.
33

The brothers mean-spirited prank was well planned, but they were missing one detail, 
how would they inform their dad what happened to his darling son? To cover up their 
sin the brothers slaughtered a goat and sprinkled its blood on Josephs coat. They took 
the blood soaked coat back to their father and they tricked the trickster [cf. 25:26ff] 
into believing their lie. Jacob mourned bitterly believing that his most beloved and 
irreplaceable son had been ripped apart by animals. The guilt of this prank would haunt 
the brothers the rest of their lives.


Last summer I took a hiking trip with my wife through Rocky Mountain national park. 
She was 5 months pregnant and thought that climbing a 6 mile hike up a mountain to 
over 14,000 feet elevation would be a good idea. Halfway through the climb I ended up 
carrying most of the backpack weight and coaching Sarah up the mountain. Needless 
to say we made up the mountain, but I wasn’t a happy camper. Life is like a hiking trip 
through the mountains. In life you have a number of peaks to climb. Some steep and 
some slick. Some reasonable and others seem ridiculous. Some fun and others seem 
unfair.


Joseph is experiencing a rocky road hiking through mountains [grand dream] and 
valleys [sold as slave], which seems to be out of his control.  I wonder what he is 34

thinking as he’s being sold into slavery? Is he taking it in stride? Does he doubt God’s 
fairness? Is God even on his radar? Young Joseph’s may have been dealt an unfair set 
of cards. He’s been snookered and shackled. Life at times is unfair to our eyes, but 
God is not distant He is at work.


Sometimes I am blind to what God sees [Genesis 37:36].  Can you imagine what is 
going through Jacob’s mind as he is being carted of to Egypt as a slave? What would 
you be thinking? “Why me God? This is so unfair. Why did I have to be born into my 
family? I am only a runt. What about that dream you gave me? Like that will ever 
happen. Now nobody will ever notice me.”


God seems to be completely absent from the brains of the brothers. However this by 
no means indicates that God is absent or not actively involved in what is happening. 

 An amazing archeological fact that corresponds to the reliability of the Bible is that 20 shekels [est. $2000] was the 33

going rate for slaves during this time period.

 The choices Joseph makes at this period of his life are critical and life altering. Joseph is only seventeen, but in the 34

next 10 years he will make the biggest decisions of his life. What are some decisions you make between the ages of 
15-30 years old? You solidify personal habits, moral habits, and spiritual habits. You turn the pages to monumental 
chapters in your life such as: graduation from high school and college, make career choices, may enter marriage and 
have children. Joseph is entering the period of his life where he will make some of the most important decisions of his 
life.
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God, in fact, is superintending everything that is happening in Joseph’s life as He does 
with you too.


In the last verse we have an amazing setup to Joseph’s future, ”Meanwhile, the 
Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of 
the guard.” [37:36] What this verse hinting at after an unfair handling of Joseph is that 
his dream does have some significance. In spite of the persecution and the deception, 
God’s program will continue. God is sovereign! When your life seems out of control 
God is still in control. You might be blind to the next step, but God sees the course of 
your path.


God truly does cause “all things”—including those seemingly random things like sins 
against you and even your own sins—“to work together for good” [Romans 8:28]. If 
you really believe that, then you won’t feel the need to throw others into the pit when 
they hurt you—and you will also have hope in the midst of guilt and regret over your 
own personal sins.


Maybe you weren’t the faithful parents you should have been. Maybe you wasted your 
youth in self-centered living not content to be just an average Joe. Maybe you didn’t 
speak up for Jesus when you should have. If you are God’s child, you need to know: 
God works all things—even your failures—for the good of His people. He will work 
something beautiful out of the mess that you have made.God is big enough to forgive 
your sins through Jesus Christ [1 John1:8-10]. He is big enough to help you overcome 
your sins [1 Corinthians 10:13]. And He is even big enough to use your sins as part of 
His bigger plan. Even though you may have meant it for evil, God will work it for good! 
That is God’s sovereignty at work!


All these facts combine to make the account of this unusual family not a story of godly 
heritage so much as a story of mercy! Thank God that, in His Son, He is just as merciful 
to irresponsible, stumbling sinners today! God uses imperfect nobodies as examples to 
everybody that reflect the character of the Perfect Somebody He has chosen.


It was my normal dysfunctional American family that I thought was unfair as a child that 
drew me to Christ as a teenager, that taught me about my unreasonable expectations 
for my parents, that led to reconcile with my mother as a college student, and that has 
given me motivation to lead my own family to follow Jesus as an adult. I am so grateful 
for the family that God has chosen for me. God has given me many opportunities to 
minister to countless others who are struggling with understanding God’s purposes 
and goodness. I’ve encouraged them to look to Jesus who takes average Joe’s and 
invites them to a lifelong relationship as children of God.


Note in your Bible the occurrences of words such as “hate”, “jealousy”, “could not 
speak a kind word” and other terms that articulate how Joseph’s brothers felt about 
him.  
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What do we learn about parental favoritism and sibling rivalry from the life Jacob?  

How can you relate to the story of Joseph?  What has encouraged or challenged you in 
reading his story? 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Faithful Deception 
Genesis 38 

It is easy to be confused by the events in this world. You can wonder until you are 
dizzy-in-the-head if there really is a God who controls this mixed-up world where 
natural disasters, broken and battered families, rape and child molestation, and murder 
are common chaos’ that make the news. It can be difficult to see how God is still in 
control. If only God would spell out the meaning to the mixed-up events of our lives 
and add clarity to the confusion when He seems absent. Can you fully trust God 
among the chaos? Has He forgotten His plan and purpose to save? Can you prove to 
me that He is really at work in this wicked world?


Just as the story of Joseph gets under way [cf. Genesis 37] it is stopped by a short 
story of his brother Judah. At first it appears to be an unnecessary and untactful 
interruption. However when you take into account the remaining chapters of Genesis 
are about the sons of Jacob [mostly Joseph] it fits. The redneck soap opera of Jacob’s 
family takes a Jerry Springer Show twist in Genesis 38 with the sinfulness of Judah 
following in his father’s footsteps. In God’s grace He will transform Judah as He did his 
father Jacob from a godless goober to a godly man fit to be a patriarch carrying the 
covenant promises of God to future generations.


You would think Jacob would learn from his father and grandfather, Abraham and 
Isaac, who dreaded the thought of their sons intermarrying with Canaanite women 
because they knew it would cause them to wander from God [24:3, 28:1; cf. Proverbs 
1:10-19, 5:1-23]. Judah did not heed the advice. He fathered three sons [Er, Onan, and 
Shelah] with a Canaanite woman and then he arranged his eldest son Er to marry 
Tamar, who was also a Canaanite woman. We do not know much about Er other than 
he was a wicked man that God simply killed. This left Tamar a widow.


According to the customs of the day a widow would normally marry her husbands 
brother. He would care for her, protect her, and give her sons to keep the family 
inheritance alive. Since the ancients did not have elderly living facilities their children 
would naturally care for their aging parents [Deuteronomy 25:5-6]. Onan happened to 
be the lucky guy to get Tamar as a wife. He was happy to have sex with her, but 
misused her and refused to care for her much less see that she bore children. He 
disobeyed God by not fulfilling his obligation to care or provide for Tamar. Like his 
brother Er, God killed Onan too. Again Tamar was left a widow.


So Tamar moved into her father-in-law, Judah’s house [cf. Exodus 21:7-11]. He 
promised to take care of her and give her his youngest son, Shelah. He was too young 
to marry and he asked her to wait until he grew up. He was afraid to lose yet another 
son. However, years later when Shelah had grown up, Judah did not keep his promise 
to give Tamar to him as a wife. So, like Eve who ruled over Adam [3:16], Sarah who 
gave Abraham her maidservant Hagar to sleep with [16:1-16], and Rachel who gave 
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Jacob her maidservant Bilhah to sleep with [30:1-8], Tamar also took matters into her 
own hands rather than trusting God by faith.


Timid Tamar transitioned into bold Tamar. While Judah was weak after the death of his 
wife, Tamar dressed up like a prostitute [cf. Deuteronomy 22:23-24] and stood on the 
street corner where she knew Judah would pass by and see her winking eyes. Judah 
took the bait not knowing it was his daughter-in-law because she veiled her face. 
Judah had sex with her, but did not have the cash on hand to pay for the trick so as 
collateral he gave her the equivalent of his credit card and drivers’ license. She 
accepted. After the deal was done Tamar snuck into her widow clothes as if nothing 
ever happened, but she couldn’t hide for long. God was growing a baby in her belly 
and conviction in her soul.


As soon as Judah round up some cash to pay for his one-night-stand he sent a servant 
to find her but she could not be found. In fact, when he asked the other men in town 
they did not know of any prostitutes in the area. Judah seemed to think he’d been 
swindled. As time passed, it was revealed that Tamar was being immoral. So Judah 
[mister morality himself]] following customs of the day sent for her to be burned. To 
save her life she confessed to being pregnant and had the proof that the daddy was 
Judah. No DNA results were needed, she had his property in her hands.


Judah was caught red handed. While blushing he also confessed, “ She is more 
righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” [38:26] And he stayed pure 
from her the rest of his life. Tamar later gave birth to twin boys [cf.25:19-28, Psalm 
127:3] naming them Perez and Zerah. The two boys possibly replace the two sons 
Judah lost. Ironically Jacob—the trickster—had been tricked into believing his son 
Joseph was dead [instead sold into slavery] by his son Judah who was also trickster 
like his father who was then tricked by Tamar into becoming the father of his daughter-
in-law’s children.


What is the point of Judah and Tamar’s immoral interruption included within the 
story of Joseph? Like a chaotic commercial break at the beginning of Joseph’s story, 
it is there to teach you many things about God and man [as is the point of all Scripture]. 
What do you learn about man and God from the story of Judah and Tamar?


First, you cannot escape the sight of God. God sees everything. He even sees what 
you think you can keep secret. “The eyes of the Lord are in every place.” [Proverbs 
15:3] You might be able to keep your life tucked away and tidy from those around you, 
but there is nothing you can keep covered from the eyes of God.


Second, what you cover God uncovers, but what you uncover God covers in His 
mercy [Proverbs 28:13]. God has His ways of uncovering your dirt and exposing your 
sin—as He did with Judah and Tamar. This can lead to serious embarrassment, shame, 
and guilt. There are no secret sins. God sees them all and He will bring them out into 
the open, if necessary, to call you to repent. “Be sure your sin will find you 
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out” [Numbers 32:23].It is better to shed light on your sin before He does. If you do, He 
will cover you with His mammoth mercy. In the midst of misery God’s mercy is 
marvelous.


Third, God can even use your sinful messes for your good and His glory. Like 
father like son, both Jacob and Judah are sinners. And Tamar who takes matters into 
her own hands like other leading ladies before her is a sinner. God has to intervene for 
this story to be straightened out and make sense. And God in His grace and glory will 
prepare Judah to become a covenant patriarch as He did with his father, Jacob. Sin 
does have consequences—sometimes immediate, other times eternal—but God works 
them out for His good and yours too [Romans 8:28-29].


In God’s providence, faithfully uses the deception of Judah and Tamar to keep Jacob’s 
family line alive through their scarlet threaded twin Perez. And Perez paves the way to 
the lineage of king David [Ruth 4:18-22; 1 Chronicles 2:5, 9-15] and ultimately the King 
of King—Jesus Christ [Matthew 1:1-6]. The Messiah was to be “the Lion…from the 
tribe of Judah” [Revelation 5:5]. It was God’s plan that the Savior of the world would 
come through the family line of sinful Judah and his Canaanite daughter-in-law. And as 
part of God’s plan He would also be deceived before His death by a close companion 
[Matthew 26:4, 57-66; 27:24-26]. As Kurt Strassner says in his commentary on Genesis 
38,


“Do you see? God is in control; and Jesus is the goal of all human history! God was 
determined that his Son should be glorified as king! And God was determined that we 
should have a Savior. Nothing and no one was going to thwart his plan! Not Judah’s 
sin; not anyone’s sin against us; not even our own sin. God will work all things for the 
good of his people and the glory of his Son!” 
35

What sin does Judah commit in Genesis 38? Where did he learn this? What is his only 
hope of changing? 

What does the inclusion of Tamar in Jesus’ genealogy of Matthew 1:3 and Luke 3:33 
teach us about God’s ability to draw straight lines with our crooked sticks?  

 Kurt Strassner, Opening Up Genesis (Leominster: Day One Publications, 2009), 146.35
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Share some ways in which you have clearly seen God take a sinful situation and (though 
not excusing the sin), work it for good. Can you think of some other biblical examples of 
such mercy? 

Tamar’s son Perez became the head of the leading clan in Judah and the ancestor of 
David (Ruth 4:18-22), and ultimately of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:1-6). What does this 
reveal about God’s sovereign ability to bring good out of human evil by His power?  

How do you see God’s faithfulness in this story?  In your story? 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Secrets of Success, Part 1 
Genesis 39 

I have only been married two-and-a-half years, but whenever Sarah and I have to 
spend a night apart it is a hard nights rest. I want to be with her. I do not like being 
alone. God has made people to need other people. People are designed for 
community, fellowship, and relationship with one another. I also have a God who 
desires to have communion, fellowship and relationship with His creation.


Joseph was the 11th of 12 brothers. He was his daddy’s favorite. A colorful coat was his 
award. He was hate by his brothers. They threw him into the pit until they could think of 
the cleaver idea of selling him into slavery like a cheap trinket. Jacob thought his son 
died by mauling. Instead, he was on his way to Egypt—a foreign country where he did 
not know the language, did not have any more clothes than the ones on his back, and 
at only 17 years old he had no idea how long he would be away from the family that 
disowned him. He was a stranger in a strange land with a strange new master that 
gave him commands and he has no choice but to obey. Joseph is alone. Have you ever 
felt alone?


YOU ARE NEVER ALONE [Genesis 39:1-6].  Joseph began working for Potiphar who 
was the right-hand man to Pharaoh of Egypt.  Once a country bumpkin is now has 36

moved onto the block of the Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous. Joseph’s job is a 
servant. Not the greatest job, but he’s a faithful guy. He doesn’t complain to the other 
employees, he doesn’t waste time playing computer games, he doesn’t call in sick 
when he’s feeling fine, and he doesn’t steal from his boss. It doesn’t take long for him 
to get promoted as manager of Potiphar’s entire household. As the new executive 
assistant he has access to Potiphar’s keys and credit cards. The only item he was not 
delegated was deciding what’s for dinner. Potiphar kept that one! What is the secret to 
Joseph’s success? Good looks? No. Brilliance? No. Good work ethic? Nope. God? 
You got it!


Although God is silent and never speaks to Joseph like He did to his ancestors, He is 
making it clear that He rules over every event of Joseph’s life even the tough parts by 
being “with him” [vs.2].  It goes back to the covenant promises given to Abraham [cf. 37

Genesis 12:1-3]. Those in Christ God also benefit from these covenantal promises.


First, God is always with you [vs.2-3a]. The promise of God’s presence is a precious 
promise from God. “Draw near to God and he will draw near to you…” [James 4:8] “He 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” [Hebrews 13:5b] Joseph may never get married, 
be a father, make a good living, but God is still with him. Joseph realized it and 

 Pharaoh is ruler of Egypt. He is the most powerful man in the world at his time. He is a guy who thinks he is god. 36

Ever worked for a boss like that?

 The news that God was with Joseph is repeated eight times in chapter 39 [2, 3, 21, 23].37
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Potiphar realized it. God’s presence is the key to his success and the theme to his life. 
Do you realize God is with you? Do others see that God is with you?


Second, God prospers all those who follow Him [vs.3b-6a]. What does it mean that 
Joseph prospered (or become successful)? How can a slave prosper? Joseph did not 
choose became a servant in Potiphar’s house, God choose it for Joseph. Whatever 
Joseph touch turned to gold. Potiphar’s bank account, business, and family flourished. 
The success was not Joseph, but it was Joseph’s God. In God’s eyes the greatest 
success story in not making millions of dollars, curing cancer, or being the most 
popular philanthropist. Success in God’s eyes is a man who faithfully follows Him and 
doesn’t worry about what others think.


Third, God is always using you. Even when you think know one is watching. Integrity 
leads to opportunity. Especially, when you “stand out’ rather than “fit in.” Joseph was a 
rose among thorns. When other servants might have been fighting for attention or the 
praise of man, Joseph was patiently plodding along and faithfully serving his master 
and Master. God was using him. Potiphar recognized it was God that was causing 
Joseph to succeed.


You will experience times of difficulty. Like Joseph, have you ever felt as though you’re 
living in a foreign country? That you don’t quite “fit in”? The question is not “Why the 
difficult is happening?” or “Why I don’t fit in?” but “How am I to respond to this divinely 
ordained difficulty?” Those who prosper in life don’t do so because they have it all 
together. They prosper because the Lord is with them and He who gives them strength 
to endure. God is preparing Joseph through difficulty because he is going to need 
strength to endure, which leads us his big test.


STAND STRONG THROUGH THE TESTS [Genesis 39:7-9].  Joseph was handsome 
hunk. Like his mother Rachel [cf. 29:17], he was easy on the eyes. Potiphar’s wife was 
infatuated with him. So much so that she sought to seduce him. She was an Egyptian 
desperate housewife who was hot for the lawn boy [cf. Proverbs 7]. But, unlike his 
brother Judah, father Jacob, or great grandfather Abraham, Joseph remained a pure 
one-woman-man like his grandfather Isaac. With no one around, no accountability, no 
friends, no parents, Joseph rejected the woman’s relentless advances. He was so bold 
as to say to her that he would never sin against his master or his God with such an evil 
and dirty act. He rebuked her, as to say, “How dare you?”


How would you respond if you were in similar situation? What if know one found out? 
Imagine for a moment. What would be the consequences of Joseph’s future if he gave 
into the onslaught of sexual temptation? She could have become pregnant that would 
have been hard to hide. To cover-up he might have been as wickedly creative as David 
when he had an affair with Bathsheba. They could have been caught in the act and 
lose his life. Joseph is in a pickle. He cannot call his boss and claim sexual harassment 
on the owner’s wife. He cannot quit his job, as slave. He has no choice but to stay and 
stand strong.
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How do I stand strong under pressures, in the heat of the moment? First, determine to 
trust God. God does not tempt, but He does allow you to be tempted. Know that you 
do not face temptations alone. God is with you always. Second, determine to remain 
pure [v.8a “…he refused”]. He didn’t negotiate or flirt with the edge. Joseph decided 
what to do in the heat of the moment. He realized that to give in would not only be sin 
against his boss, but an offense to God. Joseph protects his boss’s wife [“You are his 
wife”] and protects his purity and loyalty to God [“How could I do this great evil and sin 
against God?”]. May the story of Joseph come to our mind and be heeded it in the 
heat of the moment.


I remember being in high school art class with a beautiful girl. There were times when 
she sat at my table over a class period. She would ask me tempting questions about 
my faith and sexuality. I stood strong through the tests. It became so much an issue 
that I asked to have my class switched so that I would not have to face the temptation.


You see, the pressure to compromise never occurs quickly; it takes its jolly time to 
sway you to lower your standard. It is wise to have a proactive plan before the 
opportunity to compromise arises or you are bound to fail and fall into sin sooner than 
later.


PROACTIVELY GUARD YOUR HEART [Genesis 39:10-12].  Keeping guard of your 
heart is especially difficult when you see more than 3000 images each day. Our society 
glamorizes sex, but the consequences are often ignored. We are over exposure to 
sexual and immoral content. Most of us have a virtual Potiphar’s wife in our living 
rooms, laptops, and smart phones hounding our attentions and affects each day.


How much do you pay attention to the Viewer Discretion is Advised blurb before TV 
shows? Today’s teenager’s watch over 28 hours of TV per week (4hrs/day), and the 
main TV set in the home is turned on over 50 hours per week (7 hrs/day). The TV gets 
more focus than the family pet. By the time you are 70 years old you will have watched 
10 uninterrupted years of TV. AND THAT’S JUST TV, it does not include your movies, 
iPod, Internet, phone, magazines, and other forms of communication you pour yourself 
into each day.


Joseph’s temptations wouldn’t leave; Potiphar’s wife hunted him down “day after day.” 
One particular day when Joseph was alone in the house Potiphar’s wife again tried to 
seduce him. Joseph made a profound decision that would have implication on the rest 
of his life, he RAN LIKE CRAZY out of there. However, the woman had is tunic in her 
hands while he ran off butt-naked. Obviously offended he turned her down, out of 
revenge she set him up for ruin.


She crafts a detailed story, has the evidence in her hands, and convicts Joseph of a 
crime he did not commit. I can only imagine Potiphar’s blood pressure rising, looking 
for the gun to kill the man he entrusted everything. It doesn’t matter if he’s only heard 
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one side of the story and coming from his wife it is enough. Proverbs says, “The first to 
present his case seems right until the other evidence is weighed.” That’s why some 
who are guilty talk first trying to get their story out first to define the case before the 
truth can be made known. Potiphar should have questioned his wife more diligently. 
Potiphar plan is reactive, but Joseph plan was proactive.


What does a proactive plan look life for Joseph? First, never be alone [v.11 “none of 
the men of the house was there inside”] Why is it never good to be alone with someone 
of the opposite sex? No one knows what’s really happening, and even if nothing is 
happening the appearance of evil is evident. When you are with someone with the 
opposite sex whether married or single it is wise to be visible to other people. Go out in 
groups. Be accountable to someone of the same sex like a parent, pastor, or friend. No 
matter how old, how strong, or how committed you are to your spouse it is wise to 
never be alone with another person of the opposite sex unless you have a good plan to 
protect yourself.


Second, run like hell [v.12 “he left his garments…FLED…and went outside”]. 
Maintaining integrity may require you to “run away naked”. Run like hell, means you 
boogie so fast out of there because you know the devil has his trap set and you don’t 
dare take the bait. It is a good battle plan to rehearse Scripture, pray, look away, seek 
accountability, think about glorifying God, and buy computer software. However, these 
can often happen in the moment and be reactive. Plan on being proactive.


WAIT ON THE LORD [Genesis 39:13-23].  Joseph is put into jail on false rape 
charges. This is the second time he is thrown into the pit unfairly. Where’s the justice? 
Where’s the idea that if I love God everything will go my way? At times, to be a 
Christian is to get treated like Christ—injustice, false accusation, betrayal, and 
hardship. Joseph’s faith doesn’t skip a beat. He remains pure, full of integrity, and waits 
upon God to prove his innocence. God is still with him.


As a follower of Christ, others will try to bring you down [vs.13-14]. Joseph’s brother 
hated him, Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him but didn’t succeed. When you live 
unapologetically for God others will try to take revenge out on you, try to falsely 
accuse, try to get you to compromise your faith.


Also, what may seem like a curse can actually turn outs to be a blessing [vs.
15-20]. God is merciful. Joseph could have been killed by Potiphar, but was spared. 
Although everyone had abused and abandoned Joseph, God remained with him, 
blessed him, and caused him to prosper according to His covenant promises. Joseph 
served the prison warden with humble godliness and was promoted to key-keeper. 
Don’t be weakened by your situation. Don’t be deceived by the false accusations. 
Don’t be persuaded by your fears. Believe that the God who is with you will use this for 
your good and His glory.


GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �96



�
Wait for God to move, but keep active [vs.21-23]. Are you willing to endure the 
accusation to wait for Gods guidance in your life?  You’ll always have occasions for 
waiting.  Your attitude matters while waiting.  And your activities matter while 38 39

waiting.  Waiting is confident expectation on God’s promises. It is not twiddling 40

thumbs for time to pass and hope things will work out themselves.


This episode in the life of Joseph is an interesting turn of perspective in the book of 
Genesis. Until this point in the book each generation from Adam to the flood, from 
Noah to Babel, and from Abraham to Judah has seemingly become increasingly more 
godless. The faithfulness of God has triumphed, but man’s faithfulness has depleted. In 
Joseph we see the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob finally passed on to the fourth 
generation. God says, “You’re mine. I’m with you. I’m not ignoring or rejecting you. You 
will be better because of this accusation against you. I am at work within you. I am not 
through preparing you yet.” [Is.55:8-9] If God is with us, even when we lose, we win.


Joseph is a great pre-incarnate picture of Jesus Christ.


Like Joseph, Jesus was sold out by His brothers and unjustly afflicted for the sake of His people.

Like Joseph, Jesus was successful in His mission because God was with Him.

Like Joseph, Jesus’ good deeds called attention to God.

Like Joseph, Jesus was given authority over everything because of His character.

Like Joseph, Jesus’ mere presence brings blessing wherever He goes.

Like Joseph, Jesus was tempted repeatedly to sin, but passed the test every time

Like Joseph, Jesus was falsely accused and wrongly imprisoned but because of the steadfast love of 
the Lord, He was ultimately vindicated.


And Just like God was with Joseph, Jesus promises to be with His followers until the 
end of time.  The whole paradox of your faith is that no one is really alive until you’ve 41

mastered the art of dying. Die to all your ambitions. Die to all your selfish perversions. 
Die to all your provisions of the flesh. And just ask the question: What would honor 
Christ? Faithfulness. Faithfulness is rewarded with God’s favor. Jesus himself illustrated 
this in the parable of the talents [Matthew 25]. Those who are faithful in little things are 
blessed with greater responsibilities.


On this side of heaven and earth, God does not promise riches, happiness, success, 
but if you treasure God more than anything or anyone else, you will be satisfied 
because you have the one thing that you could not get on your own. And He will never 
leave you. And He will never forsake you. He is with you always.


 Cf. Psalm 25:5, 21; 33:20; 145:14-1638

 Cf. Psalm 25:3; 37:7; 39:7; 52:939

 Cf. Psalm 37:34; 69:3; 130:5; Lamentations 3:2540

 Matthew 28:20, cf. Numbers 6:24-26; Genesis 28:13-15; 26:341
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How would you compare Judah [cf. Genesis 38] and Joseph? 

What do you see in Joseph’s character in response to his circumstances and his many 
adversaries [his brothers, Potiphar’s wife]? Read Psalm 37 and make notes. 

Thus far in the story Joseph has been continually obedient to God but has become an 
imprisoned failure in the eyes of the world while his brother Judah is apparently living 
freely with a much better life than he. What does this reveal to us about the often high 
price of godliness?  

God is involved in every/all aspects of Joseph’s life? What does this tell you about 
God? How does this speak into your sometimes difficult and trying circumstances? 

In what ways is Joseph’s conduct basically an illustration of Jesus’ teachings in 
Matthew 5:43-48?  

What secrets to success will you unlock right now?  
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Secrets of Success, Part 2 
Genesis 39-41 

We are people who collect. Some collect memorabilia. As a kid I collected thousands 
of sports cards and now I have boxes in storage gaining dust and I hope values. Some 
people collect knick-knacks. I’ve seen curio cabinets chalked full of tiny elephants, 
Boyd’s Bears, teacups, old books, even spoons or thimbles. Others collect 
compliments, cash, or cachet. While others collect power, prestige, or popularity. In all 
our collecting we feel like have accumulated success, status, or blessings.


So is there a secret to success? Success or blessing is not simply measured by money 
or stuff. Much of what you think is blessings can actually be curses. Too much a good 
thing left unchecked can be a really bad thing. Mass amounts of money can lead to 
greed. The fight for fame and fortune can leave you bruised and battered by the never-
ending saga of pleasing people. Piles of possessions can lead to obsessions. Just 
watch an episode of Hoarders and you will see how controlling stuff can be. According 
to the Bible success’ source is in the immeasurable riches of God’s presence and 
wisdom.


KEY TO SUCCESS #1: GOD’S PRESENCE [Genesis 39].  What seemed like a series 
of unfortunate events for Joseph actually is a series of divine events preparing him for 
the next level of spiritual success. Joseph is not wasting away the best years of his life 
imprisoned in Egypt. God is at work. The unseen hand of God’s providence is always 
at work. Even when Joseph is far away from his home, betrayed by his brothers, a 
slave in a strange land, convicted of a crime he never committed, and ended up in 
prison: still the Lord was with him. “His feet were hurt with fetters; his neck was put in a 
collar of iron; until what he had said came to pass, the word of the LORD tested him.” 
Psalm 105:18-19


There is no question that one of the main themes of Joseph’s life is the presence of 
God. In fact, God’s presence is repeated eight times in chapter 39 alone:

• “the Lord was with Joseph, so he became a successful man” (39:2)


	 •	 “the Lord was with him” (39:3)

	 •	 “the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hand” (39:3)

	 •	 “the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph” (39:5)

	 •	 “the Lord’s blessing was upon all that he owned” (39:5)

	 •	 “the Lord was with Joseph and extended kindness to him” (39:21)

	 •	 “the Lord was with him” (39:23)

	 •	 “whatever he did, the LORD made to prosper” (39:23).


It should be noted, all of Joseph’s prosperity is funneled into the hands of other people. 
Joseph’s success made Potiphar wealthy [39:5], saved Pharaoh’s kingdom [Ch.41], 
and rescued Joseph’s family through famine [Ch.42ff]. God blessed Joseph so that he 
could be a blessing to others. Furthermore, God prospered Joseph so that he might 
have a testimony for the Lord in high places. Because of his success as a manager, 
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Joseph was able to influence Potiphar, the chief jailer, and eventually Pharaoh himself 
for the Lord!


Joseph is a pre-incarnate picture of Jesus who was also unfairly convicted of a crime 
He did not commit [cf. Isaiah 52:13-53:12]. Like Joseph, He did not protest or 
complain, but lovingly sacrificed His life for all taking upon Himself the wrath of God 
and the penalty for your sin. And through it all, God was with Him.


You might think, “I’m certainly no Joseph.” He served in high places, worked among 
the social elite, impacted nations and governments. For many, the blessings of God do 
not come in this world. You might feel like God is distant or has forgotten you. I hope 
you see from the life of Joseph that even in the meekest of situations God is present.


KEY TO SUCCESS #2: GOD’S WORKMANSHIP [Genesis 40].  God is at work. God 
is at with in and through Joseph. In prison he meets two interesting inmates—a 
cupbearer and chief baker. The cupbearer must have mixed a bad drink and the chief 
baker must have made some low-carb sawdust flavored bran muffins to end up in the 
can. Both work for Pharaoh—the most powerful man on the face of the earth.  He 42

used his authority to throw two men in prison that so happen to be in the same prison 
as Joseph and now placed under his authority. This is not random chance, luck or 
happenstance. The man with a god-complex seen as a mediator to the gods is a pawn 
in the hands of the One True God who is at work in the subtle details.


God gave Joseph a gift to interpret dreams. His brothers called Joseph the “master of 
the dreams” [37:18].  In Genesis 40, God gave a dream to his two cellmates that they 
could not interpret. So they asked Joseph. God helped Joseph to interpret their 
dreams. There was good news and bad news. Good news—for the cupbearer—meant 
he would live and return to his previous post in honor. Bad news—for the baker—
meant his head would hang in a noose from a tree. Three days later on Pharaoh’s 
birthday Joseph’s interpretation of the dream came to pass just as God had revealed.


Joseph could have buried his gift in the ground and kept the meaning of the dreams to 
himself. He could have thought, “I’m not going to going to help these two numbskulls. 
Nobody appreciates me around here, anyway. Potiphar wouldn’t listen to me. His wife 
set me up. These Egyptians are all cut from the same cloth. Why should I go out of my 
way to help these two criminals?”


Perhaps this is precisely where you are in your church, small group, career or family—
disillusioned, discouraged, or annoyed. You have decided that you will no longer serve 

 Politically, the Egyptian empire was the most powerful on earth for an amazing 1300 years, twice as long as the 42

famed Greek and Roman empires. Geographically, Egypt was a long and narrow country of about 13,000 square 
miles isolated by the surrounding deserts, mountains, sea, and valley. Theologically, Egypt was ruled by a succession 
of mighty Pharaohs who were worshiped as a sort of mediator god who connected life on the earth to life in the spirit 
realm and alone walked between the two worlds. As deity, the Pharaohs had their pyramids built to ensure their safe 
passage from this world to the next, and viewed the pyramid as a sort of ladder transporting their soul into the next 
world. Simply, there was no nation on earth more powerful than Egypt, and there was no man in Egypt more powerful 
than the Pharaoh whose will was supreme.
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on the committee, no longer speak up on that issue, no longer be a member of the 
team, or no longer teach the class. If that describes you, take a long look at Joseph. 
Lying in that jailhouse he had every excuse in the world just to roll over and play 
spiritually dead. He had every excuse to hoard his gift. But he didn’t. Instead, he 
stayed committed to the Lord; he used his gift; and eventually God used that gift to get 
him into the royal palace of Pharaoh! God works through people—like you. “For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them” [Ephesians 2:10].


What could God do through you if you would only serve him without losing heart? 
What would you have done if you were in Joseph’s chains? Unfortunately, the 
immediate result of Joseph’s interpretation got the chief cupbearer restored, but left 
Joseph in the joint. The cupbearer went back to his work forgot about Joseph even 
though he had specifically requested that he not be forgotten. But, God did not forget 
about Joseph nor leave him abandoned in prison. God is at work in and through 
Joseph to accomplish His purposes. With each “random” incident and the 
forgetfulness of humans, it is wise to remember with God nothing is accidental or 
purposeless.


KEY TO SUCCESS #3: GOD’S WISDOM [Genesis 41]. Two years pass and Joseph is 
still in chains forgotten by his freed inmate. That was until God gave Pharaoh troubling 
dreams. He was frustrated and tired because he could not understand their meaning. 
So he called all his pagan magicians and interpreters, but they could not understand 
the dream. Only God knew the meaning. It was then that God enabled the chief 
cupbearer to remember how Joseph had correctly interpreted his dream and the dream 
of the now deceased baker in prison.


Joseph was immediately summoned from his cell. He was bathed, shaved, and clothed 
in a matter fit to meet the king. Standing before the Pharaoh, Joseph in astounding 
humility gave all credit to God for his gift, “It is not in me; God.” [41:16]. Joseph told 
the king that he could not interpret the dream, but that God could and would through 
him. He then interpreted the dream according to God’s wisdom. In the dream the king 
would soon have seven years of fruitfulness in the fields, but would be followed by 
seven years of severe famine.  Indeed, God was showing mercy to Pharaoh through 43

Joseph. It was a divine dream with a divine plan to save a region in the years of severe 
famine.


What an amazing plan. Where did Joseph get his agricultural wisdom? How did he 
acquire his engineering genius? Did he learn from his father? Or take classes at the 
local technical college? Did he pick it up in the midst of all his work as a slave? The 
Bible does not say. What we are sure of is that Joseph relies heavily upon God. He 
realized that true wisdom comes from above, “With God are wisdom and might; He has 

 According to the dream, the famine would affect both the farm fields [grains] and ranches [livestock] in Egypt. A 43

seven year famine would be devastating for Egypt and surrounding countries that relied upon them as the 
breadbasket of the world.

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �101



�
counsel and understanding.” [Job 12:13] God blessed Joseph with farming and 
engineering wisdom to the rescue of many people [41:54].


God is wise. He knows all things. He shares that wisdom with His people to help them 
and show them His mercy and grace. But this begs a question. How do I apply the 
wisdom of God to my life like Joseph?


First it is good for you to excel in all kinds of wisdom—agriculture, medicine, science, 
history, arts—and use that wisdom to bless other, but give glory to God who has given 
you the wisdom. Joseph’s life teaches you to use your career, role, skills, and gifts to 
serve the God by serving others.


Second, there is another kind of wisdom that may be used to rescue the perishing, 
eternally. Paul calls it “the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus,” It is a wisdom found only in “the sacred writings” of Scripture [2 Timothy 
3:15]. Thus, learning the message of the Scripture—the gospel—and expressing the 
ability and willingness to share the good news of Jesus clearly, fully, and accurately 
through your words and actions. Speaking and living out the gospel is sharing the 
wisdom of God with others. Who knows what position God may put you in, even this 
week, to rescue someone from spiritual famine! Will you have acquired the wisdom 
from God to do so?


Who’s the Main Character in this Story? It is clear the main character in Genesis 
39-41—though not explicitly seen—is God. Joseph’s God was in fact supreme 
because He alone could give dreams, He alone could interpret those dreams, and He 
alone held the future that He promised could not be altered by anyone, including the 
powerful Pharaoh. God sent Joseph to Egypt as a sort of missionary to bless that 
nation according to His covenant promise to bless the nations of the earth through His 
people whom He blessed [cf. Genesis 12:1-3].  Also setting the stage for God to use 
another man [Moses] to lead God’s children from Egypt to the Promised Land.


God blessed God with a wife and two sons. In honor of his God and a fitting 
conclusion to this narrative Joseph give beautiful and thoughtful names to his two 
sons, “Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the 
daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. Joseph called the name of the 
firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, “God has made me forget all my hardship and all 
my father’s house.” The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made 
me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” [41:50-52]


It is good to acknowledge sooner than later that success in this life and eternity is 
found in the presence, workmanship, and wisdom of God. He rules. He is supreme. He 
is sovereign over all nations and the events of your daily life. He uses events big and 
small, miraculous and ordinary, easy and hard to accomplish His purposes in the earth 
in you and through you.
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God is a collector too. He has a collection of stars, angels, and created things. He 
desires to collect the praises of all people and all nations. One day you will all stand 
before the throne of God with a collection of people from ever tongue, tribe and people 
group, who will all be bowing their knees and singing praises to the God who is all in all 
and over all. Success that last has roots in God. All other success is fleeting.


How is Joseph’s life essentially an illustration of Proverbs 3:1-7 and 22:4?  

In what ways do we witness God’s unseen hand of providential sovereignty in the life of 
Joseph? What do we learn about God from this story, particularly His providence and 
supremacy?  

What do the insights of godless pagans in Genesis 39:3, 29:23, 41:39-40 reveal about 
the evidence of Joseph’s close relationship with God?  

In what specific ways has God outwardly blessed you? How have you seen God use 
your position, talent, finances, etc., to promote his glory? How might you leverage 
these gifts to go even further for his cause? 
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Life Hurts, God Heals 
Genesis 42-45 

When I was in the fourth grade I came down with a strange case of osteomyelitis—a 
bone marrow disease that can kill if not treated quickly. I ended up in the hospital with 
a 106-degree fever. I missed about 3-weeks of summer vacation, which for a 9-year old 
is pure-torture. Not to mention, I missed a B-52’s concert. Yeah, I know. But Love 
Shack was the hit song in 1989! I still remember the pain from surgeries I had on my 
knee and chest. I have the scars to prove it.


Every 9 seconds in the US a woman is assaulted or beaten. Around the world, at least 
1 in 3 women have been beaten, coerced into sex or otherwise abused within her 
lifetime. Most often, the abuser is a member of her own family. 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 
boys are sexually abused before the age of 18. 55-95% of those abused do not speak 
up or get help. Do you know people that are hurting from an abusive relationship, a 
violent marriage, or rebellious child? They are in your church, office, and family. Life 
hurts, but God heals.


I have seen firsthand how pains inflicted by those you love leave deep scars.  Maybe 
you have experienced a hurtful conversation with a friend, an abusive relationship, or a 
violent episode. The healing of these deep wounds can take you down a rocky road of 
bitterness, hatred, sorrow, depression, or brokenness. Such wounds do not go away 
easily with time. Sometimes signs of a painful past linger for a lifetime.


Hurts can make you better rather than bitter (a summary of Joseph’s past; 
Genesis 37-41).  Joseph’s the guy who got thrown under the bus by his brothers. They 
are ticked because he is the favored son and rubs it in wearing his colorful coat and 
gloats about dreams of his entire family bowing down to him. Their anger leads them 
devise a plan to sell him as slave in Egypt. Joseph is bought by Potiphar, the captain of 
the Pharaoh’s guard, and soon is put in charge of his entire household. The only thing 
he could not control is Potiphar’s wife. She continuous lures him sexually, but he 
remained pure. She gets tick, so she sets him up with false assault charges and he’s 
thrown into prison. In the can, God uses him to interpret two of his cellmate’s dreams, 
which eventually gets him into King Pharaoh’s palace to interpret his dream.


Joseph faced an intense season of suffering [totaling 20-years], which all snowballed 
from his brother’s sinful plan. God was with him. Even though all the pain and hurt. And 
Joseph responds with meekness not bitterness.


Give yourself reminders of God’s character (Genesis 41:50-52).  I like to think I have 
a good memory, but I still forget. I have memory aids like a small UPS truck to remind 
me to pray for my dad or 2-dollar bill in my wallet that frequently reminds me of my 
great grandfather Roman. I also keep important dates like my wife’s birthday and our 
wedding anniversary on my computer. If it ever crashed I would be doomed!
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Joseph was blessed with a wife and two sons. It’s the only family he’s got, since his 
brothers ditch him for some dough. In honor of his God, Joseph gives beautiful and 
worshipful names to his two new sons. Every time he sees them he is reminded of 
God’s character despite a horrendous past,


“Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter 
of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. Joseph called the name of the firstborn 
Manasseh. “For,” he said, “God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father’s 
house.” The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made me fruitful in 
the land of my affliction.” [41:50-52]


When my daughter was born, Sarah and I named her, Justus. It was inspired from a 
character from Acts 18:7, but her name is also tribute to God’s justice. Since we are 
moving our family to serve people who have not seen or heard our God of generous 
justice, it is our prayer that her name would reminds us of God’s character. Reminders 
are important, especially when you’re hurting. Do not forget the character of your God. 
How will you remember Him?


Forgetting the past is difficult when it unexpected comes back  (Genesis 42:1-9a).  
In a dramatic plot twist, Joseph is now 2nd in command of Egypt and in charge of the 
food reserves in a severe famine. Joseph’s brothers come bow and ask for food. Is it 
déjà-vu? Or is this just like Joseph’s dream years before? Joseph’s brothers do not 
recognize him because of his new Egyptian hairdo, but Joseph did not forget. When he 
saw his brothers he knew exactly who they were. Their faces were imprinted in his 
head as they sold him into slavery.


Cleverly, Joseph spoke to his brothers through an interpreter though he could speak 
both Egyptian and Hebrew. Not thinking that the Egyptians could understand them the 
brothers publicly spoke in Hebrew about the past. Joseph was overwhelmed with 
emotion. He’s in a position where he could lynch them or enslave them. Instead, he 
desired to see them again. So he devises a plan to keep one brother, Simeon, in 
custody until they returned with their youngest brother, Benjamin, who was Joseph’s 
only full-blooded brother born by both Jacob and Rachel.


Upon returning home, the brothers informed their father of the situation, “We got some 
food. Oh, by the way, your son is held captive in Egypt. He won’t be let go until we 
bring Ben. Another thing, not sure how it happened, but we still have the food money in 
our sacks.” This troubled Jacob. He remembered what happened to Joseph, thus he 
held Benjamin back. Judah stepped forward and took responsibility for his brother 
Benjamin. Here Judah begins to own his faith and show why he is a key character in 
the line that paves the way to the Messiah.


Jacob did a hard thing as a dad. He prayed for God’s protection, and sent all his sons 
to Egypt not knowing their fate. They needed food to live and the risk was worth it. 
Through it all, God is at work. When the brothers returned to Egypt Joseph invited 
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them into his home, and they came to the conclusion they were going to become 
slaves. It’s interesting how the brothers jump to the worst-case scenario. Instead, 
Joseph wanted to feed them dinner.


During table talk, Joseph learns his father is still alive. He immediately steps into 
another room and weeps with joy. At this point, Joseph’s has not revealed himself to 
his brothers, has not sought to see his father, and has not indicated whether he intends 
to punish or forgive his brothers. The tensions are high.  And we now wait to see if 44

Joseph will show his brothers his true identity and if he intends to forgive them or seek 
revenge for what happened in the past.


The past is not everything, nor is the past is nothing. Your past can affect your present 
and future [Galatians 6:7]. How should I handle the past, especially as a follower of 
Christ? I have heard many respond to the past by saying, “I know ____ will do it again. 
I’ve been down this road many times before. As soon as I see _____ [BAM!] the old ugly 
emotions are back.” Dealing with the past is usually not a one-time event, but a 
process. Here are some truths about your past that you’re good to remember:


Your past doesn’t change, but you might need to change. The change could be 
changing the way you look at the past. Some say, “I would be much better off without 
my past. How could God allow this to happen?” God gets blamed for the bad and ugly, 
but God uses hardships for good. Think of characters in the Bible who went through 
hardship at the hands of others [i.e. Job, Jeremiah, Joseph, Jesus]. How did they 
handle painful situation? How did God’s glory shine through their situation? Joseph is 
the Romans 8:28 of the Old Testament.


Your past reminds you of present grace and future hope. Hardship often precedes 
glory. Just look at the cross. Pain and hurts of this world remind you that you are not 
yet home. God promises you a place where hardships will be no more. Dealing with the 
past is a process.


Forgiveness is the process of healing to get past your past (Genesis 45:1-11).  
After Joseph learns that his father is still alive. He sends his brothers back home to get 
him. He demands Benjamin to stay and his brothers to go back and get their father, but 
Judah knows his father would be crushed if Benjamin did not return with them, so he 
offers himself as a substitute. He willingly sacrifices himself for his brother. It is a scene 
that moves Joseph to tears.


The time has come. Joseph cannot keep his identity hidden any longer.  In a matter of 
a moment he is transformed from some powerful Egyptian to their long forgotten 

 The story of Joseph and his brothers and father culminates in a way similar to the account of Joseph’s father 44

Jacob. Jacob was likewise separated from his father Isaac for many years and upon moving toward the moment of 
reconciliation there was a great tension as it was uncertain whether Esau would forgive his brother Jacob or seek 
revenge against him.
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Hebrew brother. It is a beautiful moment of reconciliation and restoration. I am sure it is 
a moment filled with amazement, surprise, sorrow, and many other emotions.


Joseph tenderly helps his brothers understand he is not mad at them (nor should they 
be mad at each other) for selling him into slavery, “God has sent me hear to preserve 
life.” [5,7-8]. God planned for the brothers to sell Joseph as a slave in Egypt to 
ultimately send him ahead of his family to preserve a remnant of his people from the 
famine.  45

Healing begins with radical biblical forgiveness. What is radical biblical forgiveness? 
It’s choosing to treat someone as if the hurt that happened never happened.” It is like 
taking a chalkboard of offenses and wiping the slate clean, or throwing out the trash 
bag full of transgressions never to retrieve them again. Forgiveness is a willful decision 
to release a person from the hurt, injury or abuse.


It’s radical because it’s not customarily practiced. You can willful choose not to forgive. 
It is your choice, but it’s a choice that will certainly cause more hurt over a long period 
of time and eventual invade other areas of your life. Unforgiveness is contagious. It is 
like a virus that moves through your system infecting your entire body. Unforgiveness is 
torturous. It is also foolish. Have you heard of some of the irrational reasons for not 
forgiving?


“The hurt is just too big. You should have seen what they did/said to me. I can’t 
possibly forgive something that big.” That is foolish. You’d think that the bigger the hurt 
is the more you’d want to get rid of it. 


“I cannot forgive until I forget.” Can you forget? Sometimes no. But you will not forget 
until you forgive. Forgiveness is the process of forgetting. Forgiveness says, “I’m 
forgiving that, I’m going to release that person. And when I remember, I will forgive it 
again!” Joe Coffey in his book Red Like Blood says, “Forgiveness is like garbage day in 
that no matter what I bring to God it is completely taken away. No matter how much or 
how nasty, forgiveness is absolutely complete. The cans turned upside down. Garbage 
day makes me feel clean.”  46

“I’m going to let time heal the hurt.” This is a lie. Time does not heal it only prolongs the 
hurt. Over time the hurt just gets bigger and worse. If you had a cancerous tumor that 
is curable but if not removed it the tumor will grow and grow until it consumes you to 
death. You can bury hurt or ignore it, but when you dig it up it’s still as ugly as it ever 
was before. The larger you see you past, the smaller you see your future. The smaller 
you see you past, the larger you see your future. Let go of yesterday – hold loosely 
today – embrace tomorrow.


 Here the theme of a remnant resurges. It’s a theme that is promised to Israel forever [cf. 12:2,10; Jeremiah 23:3-4].45

 Red Like Blood. Joe Coffey and Bob Bevington. Shepherds Press, Wapwallopen, PA. 2011. 132.46
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Do you see the fruits of forgiveness in Joseph’s story? His anger disappears, he 
accepts his brothers, he blesses them, and he welcomes them back into his life. He 
could have responded by saying, “You owe me! I’m going to make you pay by hating 
you, by slandering you, by returning the hurt, by recruiting other people to my 
bitterness. I’m holding this over you!” Instead it’s as if he chose the process of healing 
through the way of forgiveness.


God’s forgiveness demands your forgiveness. When I forgive I am most like God. 
Joseph’s life is a picture of Christ.  If you want to get a glimpse of God’s forgiveness 
look at the life of His Son Jesus. Was He despised, rejected, beaten, mocked, 
slandered, spit upon, abused, hated? How did He treat His enemies? He has a radical 
response: forgiveness.


How are you like Joe’s bro’s?  Like his 10 brothers, you have severed off your 
relationship with your Brother-Savior choosing sin instead of Him. If the 10 brothers 
were in the crowd—and you—we would have yelled, “Crucify Him!” But Jesus, like 
Joseph, will save you from spiritual famine. In John 8, Jesus forgives a woman who is 
condemned by everyone. The law required stoning for her sin, but Jesus forgives her 
and in essence decides to take upon Himself her stoning. Jesus’ desire is to give and 
forgive. He will save you not just from famine, but also from hell [Matthew 12:41-42]. 
He offers you a land where you will hunger no more [Revelation 7:14-17].


Second, Judah’s life is a picture of Jesus too. Judah is the first person in the Bible to 
willingly offer his life for another. Although he never gave his life or freedom, his self-
sacrificing love for his brother for the sake of his father is picture of the atonement of 
Christ.  Jesus is the reason a remnant would remain. Through his lineage the Messiah 47

would come as the Good Shepherd and lay down His life for the sheep [John 10:11].


Finally, like Joseph, Jesus is servant king. Sooner or later all will know He is greater. 
Just like Joseph’s dream and its fulfillment, so it will be with Jesus, at His name every 
knee will bow [Philippians 2:10]. Better to do it sooner than later.


I have seen how pain of the past has handicapped and numbed people, ravaged 
relationships, crumbled friendships, wrecked families, split marriages, even divided 
churches. Life hurts. But God heals. I have also seen how the Great Physician has 
healed marriages scarred by sexual abuse, and relationships reconciled from verbal 
and physical abuse. Its radical, biblical, and beautiful. The key to get past the past is 
forgiveness by the way of the cross. The past does not have to define you. Be free. 
Chose forgiveness rather than the path of bitterness.


“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 

 Sidney Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Genesis. William B. Eerdmans Publishing, Grand Rapids, MI. 2007. 47

418-419.
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for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from sinners 
such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your 
struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 
(Hebrews 12:1-4)


How is this account truly an illustration of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 23:12 or Paul’s 
teaches in Romans 8:28?  

What does Joseph’s perspective of history in Genesis 45:7-8 teach us about God’s 
providential hand in human history?  

When the New Testament repeatedly admonishes Christians to treat one another as 
brothers what significance does this command take on in light of the Joseph story in 
Genesis? How is Joseph’s response to his brothers an application of Hebrews 13:1? 

How have you been hurt by life?  How have you been helped by God?  
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Reunion to Remember 
Genesis 46-47 

Have you ever been to a reunion for family or school? I have been to a few. There is 
usually some anxiety at first, since you have not seen these faces for eons and time 
hasn’t made you younger, flashier, or skinnier. Usually within minutes the awkwardness 
fades through the laughs and retelling of old memories.


The reunion of Joseph and his father is one of the most memorable of Scripture. 
However, at a quick glance what we do not catch is that this story is more about Jacob 
remembering His God and reunited with His promises.


REUNITED WITH THE GOD WHO CARES [Genesis 46].  Jacob is now an old man. 
He probably has some wrinkles and walks with a bowed leg. He has a few less hairs 
and it is clear from his eyes that he’s weathered life. He’s been asked to do something 
rather challenging even for someone half his age or tenth his age. In faith he is leaving 
his home, farm of his youth, and comforts. Like his great grandfather Abraham before 
him, in faith he’s trusting God to bless him in a new land.


Along the way Jacob stops to worship God in Beersheba. It’s a landmark site for his 
family. This was the same place where his father Isaac and grandfather Abraham, also 
worshiped God [21:33, 26:23-25]. There, God speaks to Jacob and gives him a 
command and promise. The command is the most common command in the Bible, “I 
am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make 
you in a great nation there.” [Genesis 46:3] Hear this sampling of other occasions 
throughout the Bible when God says the same 4-words:


• Abraham. “The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” [Genesis 15:1]


• Isaac. “That night the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your 
father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you.” [Genesis 26:24]


• Moses. “Do not be afraid of him, for I have handed him over to you, with his 
whole army and his land.” [Numbers 21:34]


• Elijah. “Go down with him. Do not be afraid of him.” [2 Kings 1:15]

• Jehoshaphat. “Listen King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and 

Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: “Do not be afraid or discouraged 
because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.” [2 Chronicles 
20:15]


• Isaiah. “Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid.” [Isaiah 7:4] “Do not be 
afraid, O worm of Jacob, O little Israel, for I myself will help you,” declares the 
LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.” [Isaiah 41:14; 44:8; 54:4]


• Jeremiah. “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” 
declares the LORD.” [Jeremiah 1:8]
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• Daniel. “Do not be afraid Daniel. From the first day that you set your mind to fain 

understanding and to humble yourself before you God, your words were heard, 
and I have come in response to them.” [Daniel 10:12]


• Jesus to followers. “Do not be afraid, I am with you.” [Matthew 28:10, 19-20; 
10:28; 14:27; John 14:27] 


When God says, do not be afraid. It is nothing like if I were to say the same thing. 
When I say, “Do not fear,” it sounds generic, even uncaring. God never says anything 
He doesn’t mean. He doesn’t say anything to get you off His back. Fears are not trivial 
to God. The sheer number of times He speaks to your fears is proof enough that He 
cares much more than you know.


Many wonder if God really cares. Past hurts still have a hold on you. You feel like 
you’ve been fooled once and you won’t be fooled again, so you trust no one but 
yourself. Or you believe that what God says is too good to be true. You feel unworthy 
of His care. In the midst of doubt God reveals more of Himself to you.


God is repetitive. He is happy to do so. Repetitive is supposed to aid learning. Ask the 
oral speaking Hebrews and they’d agree. Think of God repeating Himself like a parent 
daily telling His children, “Take your vitamins,” or “I love you.” God follows His 
command, “Do not be afraid” with one of the most precious promises of the Bible, “I 
myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and 
Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.”


When God ask you to do something He’s not going to leave you hanging. He has given 
you good reason to not be afraid. He will be with you no matter how difficult. I am 
certain Jacob remembers the stories from his childhood of God’s presence with Adam 
in the Garden [Genesis 2], with Noah in the Ark [Genesis 6-9], with Abraham [12:1-3], 
and with his father Isaac [26:24]. The ruler of the universe will accompany Jacob to a 
strange land. He promises his son Joseph will be there when he breathes his last 
breath. And God will see to it that he is buried back in the Promised Land.


When God says He will be with you He means it. You have all proof in the span of 
Scripture. Just look at the stories of Moses [Exodus 33:12-17; Deuteronomy 31:6], 
David [Psalm 23:4; 118:6-7], Isaiah [49:14-15], Haggai [2:4-5], Paul the apostle 
[Philippians 4:5-6], and Jesus and the Spirit [John 17:20-24; Matthew 29:19-20]. Jesus 
says, “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you 
forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him 
nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” [John 14:16-18]


Despite fears, Jacob obeys God in faith and moves to Egypt with his family. And, in 
one of the most touching occasions in the entire Bible, Joseph reunites with his father 
Jacob. The two men embrace and weep for a long time. It’s a reunion to remember.
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REUNITED WITH THE GOD WHO REIGNS [Genesis 47:1-12].  Up to this point, 
Joseph has not asked for any sympathy, apologizes, or favors from his brothers. Even 
from a high position of authority in Egypt, he has the power to snap his finger or 
whisper a quick word and his brothers would instantly be lynched, enslaved, or tried for 
their dodgy past. But Joseph did none of it. Instead he demonstrates divine grace and 
unforgettable forgiveness.


Joseph takes five of his brothers before the Pharaoh to ask a favor on their behalf. As 
anticipated Pharaoh inquires about the kind of work his brothers did back home. They 
reply, “Shepherds.” To be a shepherd was like being a garbage man or burger flipper. It 
was a lower class job, especially to an Egyptians. Remarkably Pharaoh blesses them 
as Joseph’s brothers, and gives them the best grazing land amidst the famine. God 
uses the ruler of the known world to be a blessing. God holds the heart of the king in 
His hand.


Then, Joseph brings his 130-year old gray-haired father to meet the mighty Pharaoh. 
Jacob opens his mouth before the king. You never know what an old guy might say. 
But He doesn’t say anything brash or embarrassing. He gives Pharaoh two patriarchal 
blessings (47:7,10). In other words, he stands before the king and gives glory to the 
King of kings.


God ultimately sits on the throne and rules. He places those who reign over peoples 
and nation. God even uses unregenerate Pharaoh to carry out His purposes in 
preserving His people. Proverbs 8:15, God’s wisdom declares, “By me kings reign, and 
rulers decree justice.” This gives me a lot of comfort around election time. No matter 
who is in office or soon to be God is still on the throne. He is in control.


The last shall be first and the first shall be last. You see this without a doubt in 
Joseph’s story, which seems more like a rollercoaster ride than smooth sailing in a 
convertible Cadillac. Through it all, Joseph maintains an attitude of servanthood. He 
goes from favored son to slave to favored house servant to jail chains to second in 
command of the most powerful nation on earth. That just doesn’t happen. God makes 
it happen with his humble servant. God orchestrates these events because he reigns 
over humans, nations, and history.


REUNITED WITH THE GOD WHO KEEPS HIS WORD [Genesis 47:13-31].  Why 
Egypt? Aren’t Jacob’s people supposed to live in the Promised Land? Why would God 
take them from the land and bring them to a place where they would soon be slaves? 
Does God not remember His word to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 to bless him with a 
nation and land?


Earlier in Genesis God clearly gave Isaac the command to not leave the land. Here God 
clearly gives Jacob the command to leave the land. Is God playing games? Does he 
like to move his people around for fun? God is not a jester or monster. He has a loving 
purpose behind everything He does.
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What we fail to see is that God is blessing Jacob and is keeping his word. The blessing 
comes from his obedience to God’s commands. It is not uncommon for people to 
reduce their faith to a series of rules and steps by which they live. Therefore, the Bible 
often confuses such people. They are prone to not recognize the difference between 
universal and particular commands.


The universal commands are applicable to everyone everywhere at all times, such as 
the command for us to love people and love God.  However, the particular commands 
are applicable to a particular person or group of people in a particular place at a 
particular time in history, such as God’s command for Noah to enter the Ark with his 
family.


In Genesis 47:13-31, we see the results of both God’s blessing upon Pharaoh and 
Egypt because of Joseph. Joseph’s wise business dealings made the Pharaoh really 
rich during the seven years of famine. In this we see that God blesses His covenant 
people and blesses those who bless them.


Also during the time Joseph is in Egypt, Jacob’s family is growing to seventy people. 
This too is God’s covenant blessing of many children. The stage is now set by God’s 
providential hand to fulfill the prophecy God had given to Abraham. In Genesis 
15:12-14, God had promised Abraham that his descendants would spend four hundred 
years enslaved in Egypt before God liberated them as a great nation. All of the 
prophecies given by God to Abraham are in the process of being fulfilled. In His unique 
ways, God is protecting and preserving His people. His providence in the matter will be 
clearer in the days of Moses [cf. Exodus 12:40].


God got the family to Egypt through Joseph and the famine. And, this small family will 
become a nation of a few million people some four hundred years when God crushes 
the Pharaoh in that day for mistreating His covenant people in accordance with His 
promise to Abraham to not only bless those who blessed His people but also curse 
those who cursed them.


Jacob remembered what God said to his grandfather Abraham. Therefore he calls his 
son Joseph to his side. And he makes Joseph promise not to leave his bones in Egypt, 
but carry them back to the land God had promised and bury him there together with 
Abraham and Isaac [47:29-31]. What we see is an amazing transformation in the life of 
Jacob. He was once the young trickster, but now he is an old God-fearer. As he looks 
back on his life he has seen and heard how the word of the Lord has come to pass. 
Keep has first hand proof that God keeps His word.


What a wonderful reunion this is for Jacob. Do not wait until you are old before you 
realize that God cares, reigns and keeps His word. Treasure these promises from our 
youth and may they spare you from many messes and uneasy days ahead. If you are 
having a hard time believing God look at His Son. All roads in Scripture lead to Jesus. 
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And all of God’s promises and guarantees are fulfilled in Jesus [Hebrews 7:22; 2 
Corinthians 1:20].


Jesus cares. He has compassion for all including the sick and sinner [Matthew 14:14; 
Mark 6:34; Luke 7:13]. “Cast all your cares upon Him because He cares for you” [1 
Peter 5:7; cf. Matthew 6:25]. The greatest proof of Jesus care is shown on the cross, 
which paved the way toward the forgiveness of your sin [Hebrews 8:12].


Jesus reigns. He sits at the right hand of His Father. It is a seat of authority. What is He 
doing from the throne? He is interceding on behalf of His brothers [Mark 14:62; 16:19; 
Acts 7:55; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 12:2].


Jesus keeps His word. He is the Word that became flesh [John 1:1-17; Revelation 
22:6-21]. His words are trustworthy and true. He is the Word. He is the truth.


How is the account Joseph and his family an illustration of what Jesus taught in 
Matthew 20:16 and Mark 9:35?  

What do we learn about God, particularly His grace, from this story as God has blessed 
everyone in it whether or not they worship Him [i.e. Pharaoh]?  

According to Ezekiel 37:1-14 what future awaits the bones of Jacob and Joseph? How 
do Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:31-32 correspond with Ezekiel?  
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How do we see the truths of Deuteronomy 7:9 actually occurring as Genesis comes to 
a close?  

In Acts 7, you hear the incredible sermon that the early church deacon Stephen 
preached. How do you see God at work in bringing Jacob and Joseph to Egypt? 

In what ways do you need to be reunited with God today? 
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For Dads and Granddads 
Genesis 48-49 

Watch your average TV sitcom and you will see dumbed down dads on display. I can 
think of Homer Simpson, Al Bundy, Ray Ramone, and half-dozen others who fit the 
role. Today expectations for men are at an all tie low. The average man—including dads 
and husbands—are expected to be nothing less than a remote-holding-couch-glued-
family-forsaking-caveman. That might be the way of some men, but certainly not all 
men. Our world craves and aches for real men.


Some will say the church is too girly. Sure. Whatever that means. I suppose it is 
because too many men run home to the lazy boy and hide behind the TV. Or they make 
their wife do all the spiritual heavy lifting in the house. That’s sad. It’s sad because the 
Bible places great responsibility upon men. In Genesis, we’ve already seen this:


	 •	 God makes man [and woman] in His image [Genesis 1]

	 •	 God gives man [and woman] the position of authority over His creation [Genesis 

1-2]

	 •	 God creates man to be the caregiver of the garden and the protector of His wife 

[Genesis 3]

	 •	 God calls men to worship in integrity and humility [Genesis 4]

	 •	 God calls men to obey Him first [Genesis 6-9]

	 •	 God calls men to lead their family believing the promises of God [Genesis 12]

	 •	 God calls men to make huge sacrifices for His family by stepping out in  radical 

faith [Genesis 23-24],

	 •	 God calls men to actively pursue godly spouses [Genesis 24]

	 •	 God calls men to reconcile wrecked relationships [Genesis 25-27, 30-33, 42-45]

	 •	 God calls men to work hard and seek His wisdom [Genesis 40-41]

	 •	 God calls men to remain purity [Genesis 39]


The Bible calls men today to rise up and lead their families. It calls fathers and 
grandfathers to pass the spiritual baton to the next generation. It is their role to pass 
the blessing onto their children and their children’s children. Here in the closing 
portions of Genesis and Jacob’s life that kind of role is rolled out before our eyes. It 
begins with a beautiful scene between an old man and young boys.


Speak Blessings your Grandchildren [Genesis 48:1-22].  Jacob is old. He’s now a 
grandpa. He’s got the gnarly white hair and weathered skin to prove it. He’s got 
shortness of breath from chasing the grandkids around the barn. He spends most of 
his time sitting with his grandkids on his lap telling them long stories about the old days 
on the farm and how he thought he lost a son to ravenous wild animals. The grandkids 
listen, even though they have heard the stories hundreds of times.
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By the time we come to Genesis 48, Jacob’s life is coming to an end. He is ailing. 
Joseph gathers his sons Manasseh and Ephraim to visit their grandfather, possibly for 
the last time. Jacob musters up strength, sits up in bed, and shares with his son and 
grandson of how God  appeared to him in Luz (Bethel) and blessed him with the 48

covenant of promise spoken to his grandfather Abraham. Grandpa Jacob gives them 
some real spiritual steak to chew on.


What Jacob is doing is passing the spiritual baton to his son and grandsons. He is 
charging them to continue the faith so that the covenant family would prevail long after 
his death. It’s as Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old he will not depart from it.”  Therefore Jacob brings in his two grandsons 
(Manasseh and Ephraim) to replace his first two sons who had fallen out of favor with 
him because of their sins.  In a final blessing, Grandpa Jacob purposefully reverses 49

his hands in order to bless the younger (Ephraim) over the older (Manasseh).  Jacob 50

then blessed his son Joseph and prayed over his grandsons, asking God to covenant 
with them, as He had been with him, his father Isaac, and his grandfather Abraham.


What we see and hear from Jacob is unique. He’s a manly man. He’s God’s kind of 
man. He’s not afraid to admit his dependence on God. He’s not too busy or tired to 
tend his children’s needs, particularly their spiritual needs. He’s not too proud to miss 
an opportunity to point his kids to God. He fears God first. Proverbs 14:26 says, “In the 
fear of the lord one has strong confidence, and his children will have a refuge.”


Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in His ways! You shall eat the fruit 
of the labor of your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you. Your wife 
will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots 
around your table. Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD. The 
LORD bless you from Zion! May you see your children’s children!  [Psalm 128:1–6]


According to this song, the blessing from God is man’s highest goal. That blessing 
includes fearing God, walking in His ways, working hard and honestly to provide for his 
family, enjoying his godly wife, eating dinner around his table surrounded by his 
children, and living long enough to see the fruits reproduce in his grandkids.


It is important for men to spiritually lead their families and pass on words of blessing 
and spiritual direction. If fathers and grandfathers expect their children to live for God 
they are best to speak them to their children and grandchildren, and intentionally pray 
over them. Do it out loud, so they can hear it and see you do it.


 The name for God used here is El Shaddai. It is also used five times previously in Genesis.48

 Reuben in Genesis 35:22 and Simeon in Genesis 34:25, 49:5-6.Therefore the rights of firstborn were passed onto 49

Judah and Joseph (Genesis 49:8-12, 22-26), and Joseph’s two sons replaced them as the heads in the twelve tribes 
of Israel.

 This happened throughout Genesis. It happened to Jacob himself when his father Isaac blessed him over his 50

brother Esau.
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I will never forget the day my dad spoke at my wedding ceremony. He called me to live 
righteously like Christ, and blessed our marriage. Equally, I will not forget when 
grandfather with tears in his eyes on his deathbed spoke blessings over my family and 
ministry. Though both are not the most spiritual men, their words still ring clearly in my 
ears. I long to retell them to my children and grandchildren.


Speak Future Altering Words to Your Children [Genesis 49:1–50:14].  Last words 
often are lasting or life altering. As Jacob nears his last breath he gathers his sons 
around him and they are baited upon every word. As father and grandfather he blessed 
them, but now he takes the role of a prophet revealing to them their futures. As with 
most messages from prophets, his message has both blessings and curses. It’s an 
unforgettable tell-it-as-it-is ceremony of sorts for the entire family.


Jacob begins by cursing Reuben for having sex with his father’s concubine [cf. Genesis 
35:22], and Simeon and Levi for being violent men [cf. Genesis 34]. He blesses Joseph. 
He then appoints Judah as the son of the promise. Throughout Genesis Judah has 
transformed from godless to godly man, much like his own father. And, his father, 
Jacob prophesies a coming king from the line of Judah [Genesis 49:10], which included 
David [2 Samuel 7] and ultimately will be fulfilled by a greater King—Jesus Christ—the 
King of Kings. 
51

Jacob’s last request is to be buried next to his favored wife Rachel and his father Isaac 
and grandfather Abraham, which was the Promised Land. It’s his final act of faith 
trusting that one day God would allow his family to return from Egypt just as God 
promised. After he passed Joseph and his brothers honored their fathers requests.


If Genesis 48-49 were a TV sitcom or modern day movie it would stand out. It might be 
ridiculed because modern media has castrated the manliness right out of men. But 
these last words from Jacob are heroic. They are words that pack a punch, much like 
William Wallace commanding his Scotsmen or Maximus proclaiming to the spectators 
in the Roman arena. Jacob calls fathers and grandfathers everywhere to stand with him 
and pass the spiritual baton to the younger generations. And if you wont who will?


What kind of grandfather do you want to become? What will you be remembered by as 
a father? Proverbs 17:6 points you to the future, saying, “Grandchildren are the crown 
of the aged, and the glory of children is their fathers.” In order to be a godly man, good 
father, and unforgettable grandfather, you have to be a good Christ follower. It takes 
grace and guts to mimic the God-Man. True manhood will only be found inside the 
Body of that One New Man—Jesus Christ—the Son who joyfully obeyed the words of 
His Father. I charge you, men, follow Him.


 The remainder of the Bible following Genesis points us to and gives more understanding towards who this 51

promised coming king will be. According to Matthew 1:1-3, 2:6; Luke 3:30-33; Hebrews 7:14; and Revelation 5:5 
Jesus is the promised descendant of Judah. And, according to Numbers 24:17; Hebrews 1:8; and Revelation 
19:15-16 Jesus Christ is the King of Kings who is coming again to rule all nations of the earth in fulfillment of Genesis 
49:10.

GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �118



�
According to I Chronicles 5:1 why did Jacob take the rights of firstborn away from 
Reuben? Throughout the New Testament Jesus is repeatedly called the firstborn (e.g. 
Luke 2:7, 2:23; Romans 8:29; Colossians 1:15, 1:18; Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 1:5). As 
you have seen the concept of the honors of the firstborn male in God’s covenant with 
us what does it mean that Jesus is the firstborn?  

Note in your Bible the occurrences of the words bless, blessed, and blessing in this 
chapter. According to Paul in Romans 10:12 how can Christians in the New Covenant 
get a blessing like Jacob gave?  What does Hebrews 11:21 state about Jacob’s actions 
in this scene?  

Look up the following verses in your Bible to see the development of the kingship 
promise in Scripture: Genesis 49:10 Numbers 24:17; II Samuel 7, Hebrews 1:8; and 
Revelation 19:15-16?  

If you are a dad, granddad, or future one, what are some important lessons for you from 
this story? 

What blessings have been spoken over you as a child?  What blessings would you like 
to speak over your children? 
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Must Read Resources for Men who are or hope to be Fathers and Grandfathers:  

• From Boy to Man: The Marks of Manhood [Al Mohler]

	 •	 Pastor Dad [Mark Driscoll]

	 •	 My Friend, My Hero, My Dad [Stephen Altrogge]

	 •	 Memoirs of an Ordinary Pastor [D.A. Carson]

	 •	 Walter on Being a Dad

	 •	 Walter on How Men Look

	 •	 Six Ways Fathers Pursue Christ in their Fatherhood [Resurgence]


GENESIS // THE BEGINNINGS �120

http://www.sbts.edu/resources/booklets/from-boy-to-man-the-marks-of-manhood/
http://theresurgence.com/books/pastor_dad
http://www.theblazingcenter.com/2008/05/free-book-my-friend-my-hero-my-dad.html
http://www.crossway.org/books/memoirs-of-an-ordinary-pastor-tpb/
http://www.gfcto.com/articles/letters-from-walter/on-being-a-dad
http://www.gfcto.com/articles/letters-from-walter/on-how-men-look
http://www.acts29network.org/acts-29-blog/six-ways-fathers-pursue-christ-in-their-fatherhood/


�

God’s Purpose from the Beginning 
Genesis 50 

I was struggling to keep up with my high school chemistry class. I just wasn’t getting it. 
I was too proud to ask the teacher for help. I was failing. When it was time to take 
midterms I looked at the exam and thought, “Am I in the wrong class, this looks like 
German?” I turned in the exam disheartened. A few days later I got my graded exam 
back and in big red letters the teacher wrote on it, “PLEASE SEE ME TO RETAKE!”


Wouldn’t it be nice to retake life, start over a bad relationship, remake a painful 
experience, or to rewrite the past? Sometimes you have to live with the pain of the past 
or deal with hurtful relationships. And it is common to ask, “What is the purpose of 
suffering in our life? Is God really in control of every situation?” You may not get a 
second chance or an opportunity to retake the test, but your perspective of the 
situation may need to change. I trust the text today will answer these questions and 
more.


You can live free of regrets and unforgiveness despite all the hurts [Genesis 
50:15-21].  In an important scene that closes Genesis, Joseph’s father Jacob dies. 
Joseph’s brothers fear he will hold their past hurts over their head since dad is not 
around anymore, but Joseph calms them with words of grace and forgiveness, “You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being 
done, the saving of many lives.” [Genesis 50:20] Joseph has a unique perspective of 
God’s sovereignty played out amidst his brother’s actions.


If you were to step back and look at Joseph’s life, it would look more like a roller 
coaster ride than a cushy bed of roses. His life is a series of ups and downs mostly at 
the hands of others:
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That’s quite the ride! Most people strapped in a seat similar to Joseph would live with 
loads of bitterness, unforgiveness, regrets, or a desire to get even. Is Joseph 
superhuman? Or does he have a thick shell? I don’t think so. He simply shows fruit of a 
godly perspective of man’s attempt to hurt, but God’s heroic hand. He did not hold on 
to the hurts. Nor do you have to. Be free.


God works all things together for His glory and for your good [Genesis 50:19-21].  
Joseph is the Romans 8:28 of the Old Testament, “For God works everything together 
for good to them that love God and are called according to His purposes.” The story of 
Joseph is a lesson of God’s sovereignty and human responsibility. His brothers are 
responsible for the actions they inflict on Joseph, but God uses it for His purposes in 
Joseph [cf. Ephesians 1:11]. In other words the brothers tried to put hurdles and 
hindrances in their brother’s path, but God used the hard road to prepare and 
strengthen Joseph for a position He had planned for him. The brothers had their 
purposes, but God also had His.


Through the way of suffering, by the hand of God, Joseph was being prepared for a 
position that led him to become the 2nd in command over Egypt [50:22, 26] and he 
served in that position with humility and integrity. Through Joseph millions of lives were 
saved across the region [50:20] and God’s people were preserved [45:7]. And 
ultimately, God gets the glory for fulfilling all of His promises [cf.15:13-14, Hosea 11:1; 
Matthew 2:15].


This is how the sovereignty of God works and how you can have hope through trials. 
God knows first hand how suffering and His sovereignty go hand in hand. A good, 
wise, and sovereign God brought about pain in the life of Jesus [Isaiah 53:10]. Jesus’ 
unimaginable pain and suffering lead to unimaginable joy and glory. You and I reap the 
rewards of His sufferings. He suffered a great evil so that you might be gifted a great 
good.


There is an uncanny connection between Genesis 1 and 50. The God who created the 
universe continues to rule over the affairs of His creation. He is not distant from His 
creation, nor is His creation autonomous and self-sufficient from his Creator. I can plant 
a healthy tree in my yard, but if God doesn’t send rain and sunshine the tree will 
whither and die. Likewise, I am utterly dependent upon God for life and breathe. He 
oversees my ups and downs. Even the droughts and floods have their purpose—they 
can bring me to my knees. He works all things together for His glory and your good.


Your life is too short to waste away [Genesis 50:22-26].  Chariots of Fire is a movie 
known more for its sound track than its main character. The one running in slow motion 
on the beach is Eric Liddell, Olympic Champion-turned-missionary to China. In a 
gripping scene in the movie, Liddell falls to the ground just a few strides into a 440-
yard race. The crowd gasps. His hopes for any medal seem dashed. But to everyone’s 
amazement, he rises to his feet, leans back his head with mouth wide-open, strides 
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with supernatural speed, and catches his opponents from twenty yards back to win the 
race.


The lesson learned from Liddell, “It’s not how you begin the race but how you finish 
that is important.” How true that is in life. As humans, we don’t begin well. We begin as 
sinners, desperately needing God’s grace. But even when we come to Christ, receive 
His grace and forgiveness, and begin running the race set before us [Hebrews 12:1] our 
race is often characterized by fits and starts. The way we run the race is important, but 
it is most important how we finish.


When you consider Joseph lived to be 110 you would think you would have a lot of 
time to waste. But 110 years compared to eternity is still extremely short. King 
Solomon lived life to the fullest, but described life as a vapor that appears for a second 
and is gone the next second [cf. Ecclesiastes]. James echoes, “You are just a vapor 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.” [4:14b]


Joseph lived long enough to bounce his great-grandsons on his knee. And before he 
was about to die he told his family one last story—a true story about his faith in God’s 
promises to Abraham [Genesis 15:13]. About four hundred years later his family would 
leave Egypt under God’s mighty hand and return to the Promised Land. On that day, 
Joseph requested his bones to be carried back and buried with his dad, granddad and 
great granddad [cf. Joshua 24:32]. Joseph finished well. He did not consider the ups 
and downs a waste.


25, 50 or 100 years from now will you be able to say, “I have trusted in God’s purposes 
all the way”? After this life is over there is no retaking the course or rescheduling the 
exam. There is no more time to improve your grade from a “D” to and “A”. There is no 
restarting to the race. This life ends at death. Joseph gives you and a glimpse of God’s 
purposes for living with purpose this side of eternity. He also gives us a glimpse of 
something else.


Joseph gives you an Old Testament glimpse of the redemptive qualities seen in 
Jesus Christ.  Like Joseph, Jesus loved those who hated him and suffered unjustly at 
the hands of those who were jealous of His fame and glory.


Like the days of Joseph, God used what sinners meant for evil for good as He originally 
intended creation to be, and the saved of many lives through Jesus.


Like the end of Joseph’s life, Jesus spoke words of kindness, blessing, and forgiveness 
from the cross to His enemies thereby making them friends and brothers.


Like Joseph, Jesus was buried in a tomb. But, unlike Joseph who remains buried 
today, Jesus rose from dead victorious over sin. He became the second Adam who 
redeemed all that the first Adam had lost. And Jesus fulfilled the covenant promise 
given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And one day soon, Jesus will return as the King 
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of Kings from the line of Judah with the scepter of sovereignty in His hand [cf. Genesis 
49:10]. On that day, He will call His covenant people home to the Promised Land 
forevermore.


Since God is in control let’s live like it.


Do you worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by faith?  

Genesis closes after tracing covenant faith through four generations from Abraham to 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph and his brother Judah. How many generations of faith 
precede you? How many generations of covenant faith are you praying will follow your 
death?  

What are you doing to prepare your family to be a series of patriarchs and matriarchs 
bringing covenant faith? What are you doing to bless the nations of the earth, beginning 
with our own?  

As you look back over your study of Genesis, what has God taught you about himself?  
Yourself?  How has God renewed his purposes in you? 
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