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OVERVIEW OF JAMES 
James was the younger half-brother of Jesus and he wrote this letter a decade or two 
after the death of Jesus (40-50 AD).  In this short letter, James, aimed to ignite his 
Jewish Christians “brothers” scattered abroad to live their faith out loud (Acts 8:1).  
This was easier said than done especially since the the world in which he lived didn't 
smile upon Christians.  


James knew that the world detested Christians, but he also knew the Christian faith 
was an active world-changing faith.  It was a faith at work.  In other words, faith had 
fruits of faith (i.e. works).  It was a faith that looked like Jesus, talked like Jesus, and 
served like Jesus.  With millions of Christians suffering persecution and isolation 
worldwide, what letter couldn’t be more applicable or encouraging today?


So what is faith, true faith?  James shows us how faith works.  He makes it clear that 
salvation doesn’t come through good works but that true faith produces good works.  
The journey of faith is like a construction site where one is continually sharpening their 
skills on the job and amongst others.  Yet in the case of faith the site is the church 
among one another.  It’s not an easy journey, it’s slow, and there are setbacks.  The 
risks are great, but the reward is even greater because we are in Jesus.


Are you ready to grow in your faith?  Then let’s go!


a fellow faith-journeyman in progress,


J.Thomas Hutts 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OUTLINE OF JAMES 
James is not an easy book to outline.  It seems like clusters of random messages 
without a singular theme.  That’s why some have called James the ‘Proverbs or the 
New Testament’ because it has wisdom for today.  However, I’d like think of this letter 
as the “Sermon on the Mount Squared” (see Appendix A) or a commentary on Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  You can hear Jesus’ words in James.


Faith is be the golden thread that weaves through the entire letter.   And faith as James 1

teaches has both inward and outward components.  In other words, attitude affects 
actions, beliefs have an impact on behavior, and convictions can shape conduct.  This 
is how faith works.


James Who? (1:1): An Introduction


Faith that Stands (James 1) 

Rejoice amidst Trials (1:2-4)

Rely on Wisdom not His Own (1:5-8)

React Humbly to Poverty and Prosperity (1:9-11)

Remain Steadfast Under Trials & Temptation (1:12-15)

Remember God is For You (1:16-18)

Ready to Hear the Word (1:19-21)

Ready to Do the Word (1:22-25)

Ready to Leash Your Tongue but Unleash Your Faith (1:26-27)


Faith that Serves (James 2) 

Accepting Others (2:1-13)

Assisting Others (2:14-26)


Faith that Speaks (James 3) 

Controlling the Tongue (3:1-12)

Cultivating Your Thinking (3:13-18)


Faith that Submits (James 4) 

From Hatred to Humility (4:1-10)

From Boasting to Belief (4:11-17)


 The word “faith” appears 16 times: 1:3, 6; 2:1, 5, 14 (twice), 17, 18 (thrice), 20, 22 (twice), 24, 26; 5:15.  1

The word “believe” three times:  2:19 (twice), 23 
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Faith that Shares (James 5) 

Possessions and the Rich (5:1-6)

Patience in Suffering (5:7-12)

Prayer of Faith (5:13-18)

Prone to Wander (5:19-20) 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James Who? (1:1) 
The exact James who wrote this letter has been debated, but most would settle on it 
being the half-brother of Jesus and the full-brother of Jude (cf. Jude 1:1).  Isn’t it 
beautiful to see that ultimately James adored his older brother Jesus, rather than being 
envious that was the perfect Son and God-Man?  


James not only loves and respects his brother, but he opens his letter by calling himself 
a servant of Jesus.  He sees himself as a brother-servant.  That isn’t a normal sibling 
relationship, but Jesus isn't a normal sibling.  James knew who Jesus was and he 
knew his place was under Jesus.


What do you know about James, the half-brother of Jesus?    2

What about the book of James is already familiar to you?   
What would you like to know about this letter?  
Read the Book of James in one sitting.  It should take about 15 minutes.  What themes 
or topics James repeats in his letter? 
How is this letter practical and applicable to the church today as it was for the first 
century diaspora Christians? 

JAMES 1: FAITH THAT STANDS… 

Rejoice amidst Trails (1:2-4) 
God did not promise a life of ease or comfort to his followers, in fact he did say that 
would likely be more trials and temptations.  The greatest temptation we have during 
trials is to lose faith.  James adds that this is an entirely joyful thing because it 
authenticates your faith and produces perseverance.  Trials have their job and as you 
persevere through them their finished product is increased faith and joy.  Trials will come 
(not if, but when), but count it all joy because God is good.


Why do trials often tax your joy?  How is joy possible amidst trials? 
How do you normally handle trials or adversity? 
What trials (or trials of faith) are you facing right now?     
What trials are you most afraid of facing? 
How do trials help you to grow in faith in God?   
How is the old adage often true, “No pain, no change”?  In other words, how are trails 
often God’s primary process for change? 

 cf. Mt. 13:55; 17:1; 27:56; Mk. 5:37; Acts 12:17; 15:13; 1 Cor. 15:7; Gal. 1:19; 2:9, 12; Jude 1:12
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Rely on Wisdom not His Own (1:5-8) 
Wisdom.  God is rich in wisdom.  He is generous to give it to all who ask it of him.  Yet we 
doubt.  We second guess his character.  We are like unstable waves bouncing back and 
forth in our opinion of him.  We lack faith that he will give it when we really need it.  


Know God.  He is not stingy or wishy-washy.  He is wise.  He is generous.  He is 
generous in dishing out wisdom.  One must simply ask in faith.  If not, one won’t receive 
anything.


Wisdom is what one needs when walking through a trial of faith.  Many do not know how 
to cope when they are facing an intense season of trials.  Rather than walking or 
persevering alone ask God for wisdom.  Wisdom is a gift from God.   He will not withhold 
it or give it to his favorites.  He is an encouraging God.  He is generous to give wisdom to 
all who ask.  One doesn’t need to lack anything amidst trials, especially wisdom.  


What is wisdom?  How is wisdom a Person? 
What do you know about the wisdom of God? 
What are traits of a person who lacks wisdom (especially during trials)? 
What causes one to doubt God’s wisdom or generosity? 
How do difficult circumstances help you to grow in wisdom? 
How does one seek God’s wisdom?  (cf. 1 Kings 3:6-14) 
In what areas do you lack wisdom?  How will you ask God for that wisdom?  3

React Humbly to Poverty and Prosperity (1:9-11) 
Status is a big deal to people.  Often status is determined by ones accumulation of 
wealth or possessions or accomplishments.  However, in God’s economy earthly 
prosperity is not that big of a deal.  It can be a gift and a curse.  Eventually, things fade 
away (vs.10-11).   They corrode, break, change in value, or become forgotten.  Yet the 4

one thing in God’s economy that never tarnishes or loses value is a relationship with God 
himself.  The status of being a child of God is something to really boast about (v.9).  That 
is something to catch this side of heaven.


In the end, the rich man will have nothing and that should humble him and the poor man 
will have everything, as will the rich man, if he truly has God.  God’s elevating the poor 
and persecuted joined with his lowering the rich and oppressive is meant to encourage 
perseverance on the part of Christians.


How does God view people (rich or poor)?  How does God view stuff?   
How does poverty or prosperity change a person?   
Where do you often place your trust when you aren't trusting in God? 
How do you feel about your status or circumstances in life?  
How are you leveraging your stuff for good or evil?   
What does it look like to boast in your “exaltation” or status with God? 
How should earthly prosperity remind you of your spiritual poverty and earthly poverty 
remind you of your spiritual prosperity?  

 cf. Mk. 11:24; Mt. 21:21-223

 cf. Jer. 9:23; Ps. 102:4, 11; Is. 40:7; 1 Cor.7:31; 1 Pt. 1:244
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Remain Steadfast Under Trials and Temptations (1:12-15) 
Persevere, yes, but for how long and what’s in it for me if I do?  That is often the 
question, right?  One can endure for a little while, but as it gets longer and tougher it gets 
easier to throw in the towel. 


James knows the Christian life is rough and wrought with temptation.  He makes clear 
that the motivation to persevere is the crown of life, which is possible to achieve (v.12).   5

It is a test of love.  Love of God over what desire.  For temptations never come from God 
(v.13).  God doesn’t play like that with people.  He himself doesn’t give into temptation 
nor would he want you to either.


If God’s not at fault for temptations, then I am.  They come from within me.  I am lured in 
by many lusts and desires.  When I act upon my desires I sin and sin can ultimately lead 
to my destruction (vs.14-15).    Either I persevere though temptations or I will perish in 6

them.


Why is it easy to give up when tested or tempted?   
What is the difference between trials and temptations? 
What is your motivation for not giving up under temptations? 
Why temptations never God’s fault?  How is God for you and not against you? 
What is the pattern or path of most temptations according to James? 
What weapons has God given you to help persevere and fight temptations? (Eph. 
6:10-20) 

Remember God is For You (1:16-18) 
Humans are quick to forget.  We are quick to forget who God is and who God isn’t.  We 
forget what God has given us and how God helps us.  We forget that God is for us and 
not against us.  God doesn’t leave us alone to fight through trials and temptations.  Like 
he told the armies of Israel, “I will fight for you.”   Without God it is impossible to achieve 7

victory.  Turn your eyes towards him.  He is all you need.


Trials and temptations might feel like World War III within you, but God gives you all the 
weapons and good gifts to help the fight.  It is wise to remember that God is the giver of 
all good gifts (v.15-17a).  He doesn’t give only when he feels like or have strings attached 
(v.17b).  Rather he has made you the image of his liberating grace (v.18).   What God has 
given you from above will help you to fight what you are battling from within namely the 
“word of truth.”


How are Christians deceived or quick to forget the promises and truths about God? 
What good gifts has God given you to fight through trials and temptations? 
Is God bothered by trials?  How does the cross show you how God handles trials? 
How did the worlds greatest trial (cross) lead to the worlds greatest joy (salvation)? 

 cf. Rev. 2:10; 3:11; 1 Cor. 9:25; 2 Tim. 4:8; 1 Pet. 5:45

 cf. Gen. 2:16–17; 5:3–32; Rom. 6:23; Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:86

 cf. Ex. 14:14; Deut. 1:30, 42; 20:4; Josh. 10:25; Neh. 4:20; Jer. 1:197

JAMES :: HOW FAITH WORKS �9



How are Christians examples of God’s liberating grace? 
Why is it important to know that God is for you not against you? 
Why can you trust God to come through for you? 

Ready to Hear the Word (1:19-21) 
Have you heard it said that wisdom is knowing when to keep your mouth shut?   To 8

always have to speak, to always have to have the first or last word, to always have to 
have a quick response or comeback is a sign that you are not a good listener and likely 
unwise, but angry man. 
9

Sooner or later what is within you comes out.  If you are an angry man, sooner or later 
that anger will come out (v.20).  If you have unbelief, sooner or later than unbelief will 
come out.  Thus James suggests that the Word be planted deep within us.  Know the 
word.  The implanted word will make you humble, wise, and a good listener.  I can even 
save your life (v.21).  Faith in the what you hear can save you (Rom. 10:13-21). 


Have you ever been quick to speak, slow to listen, or quick to anger?   
What was the result?  Why is the opposite more respected or honorable? 
How is this passage a helpful guide for listening to the Word or preparing to listen to it 
when you are at church? 
What makes one teachable and humble? 
Are you a teachable and humble person?   
How might you allow the word of God to implant the Word within you? 

Ready to Do the Word (1:22-25) 
The Word of God will reveal weeds in your life that need to be uprooted and it will also 
plant seeds in your life that need to be cultivated.  The Word or God doesn’t just want to 
be heard, it wants you to do something about it.  Faith does something, not nothing.


Hearing is the first part.  The next part is doing.  Knowing the truth is incomplete with out 
putting into action.  If you are a hearer only and not a doer you are deceiving yourself (v.
22).   Like a man who looks in the mirror and walks away forgetting what he looked like (v.
23).


Many Christians know a lot, but that doesn’t mean they are a Christian.  A Christian acts 
like Christ.  A Christian acts upon the truth he knows about Christ (vs.24-25).  He just 
does it because that is what Jesus would do.  


How much do you know about Jesus?  How does that affect the way you live? 
Why is there often a disconnect between knowledge and action in the Christian life? 
Have you ever heard the Word and forget it immediately, particularly on a Sunday? 
How is it so easy to deceive ourselves into thinking knowing is complete without doing? 
How is one “a blessing in his doing”? 

 cf. Prov. 14:29; 15:18; 16:32; 19:118

 Contrast this with the character of God: Ex. 34:6-7; Ps. 86:15; 103:8-14; 145:8-9; Joel 2:13b; Jonah 9

4:2b; Nahum 1:3
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Ready to Leash Your Tongue but Unleash Your Faith (1:26-27) 
Your faith becomes radically real when what God is doing in you becomes obvious to 
those around you.  In these two verses James, gives three partial examples of what it 
looks like to put feet to your prayers.


First, you know that you are a hearer and doer of the Word when there is a connection 
between the truth you know and your tongue (v.26).  The tongue reveals what is in your 
heart.  What you say and how you say it says a lot about your heart.


Second, you know that you a hearer and doer of the Word when there is a connection 
between the truth you know and how you meet the needs of others (v.27a).  A person 
who loves the words of Jesus will also love the least lovely people.


Third, you know that you a hearer and doer of the Word when there is a connection 
between the truth you know and how the world affects you (v.27b).  A person who has 
the word deeply planted within will not be stained by the world.


How does the Word practically affect the way one lives? 
What does the tongue reveal about a man?  How is the tongue a mighty weapon? 
Why is the ministry to orphans and widows a sign of doing the Word? 
How is v.27 a repeat of Jesus’ Great commandment to love God and others? 
What does it mean to be “unstained by the world”? 
What in your life needs to be leashed so that your Faith can be unleashed? 
How radically real is your faith?
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JAMES 2: FAITH THAT SERVES 
Accepting Others (2:1-13) 
Playing favorites is natural to any human being.  We favor people who look like us, talk 
like us, value what we value, and help us to increase our own status (vs.2-4).  Although 
it is natural, doesn't mean it is alright.  In fact, playing slavery often leads the heart 
towards slavery (vs.6-7).  James says playing favorites is sin (v.9), especially among 
followers of Christ.


Christ didn’t come to save certain persons or sects of society (v.1).  He came to save 
sinners, which puts everyone on equal terms because all are sinners.  King Jesus 
commands us to love others (vs.8-13), particularly sinners, which means all—rich or 
poor.  Showing mercy to the sinner or lesser man (i.e. orphans and widows) is proof 
that you are in Christ and a Christian.  Faith doesn’t see race, status, color, or carry 
prejudice.  Faith accepts others just as God accepts the sinner into his kingdom 
through Christ.


How does God look at people?  Does he have favorites?

How do some “Christians” show partiality?  Why is partiality sin and anti-gospel?  

Why is playing favorites often an acceptable sin?

How does playing favorites lead to slavery, oppression, and “judges with evil thoughts”?

Why is showing mercy and acceptance a sign you are in the faith or a Christian?

Who are some people you need to show mercy to today?


Assisting Others (2:14-26) 
Faith without action isn’t faith at all.  It is dead faith (vs.17, 26).  James is critical of 
people who say they are Christians but they won’t help a brother in need (vs.14-17).  
The Christian faith loves God and loves others (Mt. 22:34-40).


Faith and works work together.  You cannot have one without the other (v.18).  Faith 
lives and acts as the Christian embodies the love of Christ.  You can believe all the right 
doctrine (like the demons), but if faith doesn't affect the way you live it is useless 
unsaving faith (vs.19-20).


James illustrates this kind of faith through two biblical examples.  First, Abraham, by 
faith did everything God asked of him without knowing all the details.  He offered his 
son on the altar as the act of his faith (vs.21-24).   Second, Rahab, despite her 10

reputation hid two messengers in her Jericho home, which helped the Jews reach the 
Promised Land. 
11

 Gen. 22:9, 12, 16-18; 15:6; Heb. 11:17; 1 Thess. 1:3; Rom. 4:3; Gal.3:610

 Heb. 11:31; Josh. 2:1-22; 6:2311

JAMES :: HOW FAITH WORKS �12



This can be a tricky passage.  Many have debated whether faith or works is more 
important.  James’ point is that both are important and work together.  A Christians 
faith is seen in his love for God and others and works to assist and serve the body.  
May God give you mustard seed faith that grows up to be a home for many birds 
(believers or unbelievers) to nest (Mark 4:30-32).


How would you define faith?  How would you define works?

How do faith and works work together?

What does faith with works look like?  How does faith meet the needs of others?

Why is faith without works dead unsaving faith?

What is so astounding about the faith of Abraham and Rahab?

How does genuine faith assist and serve the community of faith?
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JAMES 3: FAITH THAT SPEAKS 
Controlling the Tongue (3:1-12) 
The human tongue is a powerful tool and weapon.  The tongue and how it is used is a 
measure of my spiritual maturity (v.2).  As small as the tongue is compared to the body 
it can have a big affect (vs.3-6).  An unrestrained tongue can have disastrous affects.


James’ point is that the tongue is to be controlled (vs.7-8).  The mouth easily betrays 
because one heart is already poisoned.  With the tongue one can bless God and curse 
one made in the image of God (vs.9-10).  The tongue reveals a deeper issue in the 
heart.  The tongue gushes out of the heart.  Even though the tongue violates all natural 
law (vs.11-12), God can help anyone control it.


Words are powerful and can hurt.   There is no word more powerful than Jesus. He is 12

the Word.  He knows what it is like to hear the harsh words of others.  He himself was 
abused, mistreated, dishonored, despised, ridiculed, and cursed, yet through it all he 
did not retaliate.  Instead he used the words “Father forgive them for they know not 
what they are doing.”  He trusted his Father and found his identity in him.  His identity 
was not to be liked by men, but loved by God.


Why is this message for teachers? (vs.1-2)   And for all believers in the church? (v.10)
13

What illustrations does James give about the tongue?

Why is the tongue so hard to tame?

What does the tongue reveal about ones heart?  What does it reveal about you?

How does taming the heart help tame the tongue?

What potential does the tongue have if the heart behind it finds its identity in God?

Where does your heart find its identity?


Cultivating Your Thinking (3:13-18) 
Wisdom and truth are closely intertwined.  The devil is the master of mixing a little truth 
with lies.  People are quick to take the bait because for a time it feels good, makes 
them feel powerful and in control, and fixes a need to bolster themselves.


Wisdom from above—God’s wisdom—is often seen as foolish.  The truth is God is for 
God.  God in his infinite wisdom designed the world for his glory.  When the world 
makes wisdom all about you, godly wisdom is all about God.  That rubs wrong with 
most of the world who don’t know or love God (Psalm 111:10).


God doesn't exist to make me happy or make me look good.  He does exist and 
everything exists to revolve around him.  The more life is about me the more miserable 

 See what Proverbs says about the Tongue: Proverbs 4:23-24; 10:12,19; 12:18; 14:23; 15:1, 28; 18:21; 12

24:11-12; 27:2; 29:19

 cf. Mark 12:40; Matthew 12:36; Luke 12:47–48; 20:4713
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life will be.  However, the more life is not about me the more free I am and the moreI will 
cherish God’s wisdom.  


This message is important for the church where false wisdom in its many forms can 
take root and cause divisions, jealousy, selfish ambitions, and misguided battles (v.14).  
It happens when I want to make church about me and not about God.  It happens 
when I go to church looking for others to serve me rather than looking for opportunities 
to serve others and encourage them towards God’s ambitions.  This is just what the 
enemy wants to play into (vs.15-16), but the true wisdom pursues peace and 
peacemaking (vs.17-18).  Worldly wisdom is to think about me, however, godly wisdom 
is to think about serving others before me (v.13).  


What is wisdom? (cf. 1:5)  What is wisdom from above? 
14

How does this text compare or characterize worldly wisdom and godly wisdom?

What does wisdom ultimately reveal about the heart?

How should one ask for wisdom? (cf. 1 Kings 3:4-14; James 1:5-8)

How do you make church more about you than others?

In what ways can you pursue God’s ambitions when gathering with others at church?


 cf. Proverbs 10:9; 20:3; 14:29; 15:4; 12:15; 17:9; 28:1314
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JAMES 4: FAITH THAT SUBMITS 
From Hatred to Humility (4:1-12) 

Sadly, within the church people combat and divide over a myriad of secondary issues 
rather than unifying around their common passion for Jesus (v.1).  The root of the conflict 
is not with our brothers or sisters it is ultimately with God.  Jesus is the head of the 
church, but within each church member there is a temptation of putting something else 
(usually their opinion or preference) above the Someone who matters most (vs.2-3).  


James calls this adultery.  This spiritual adultery pursues another lover (“the world” or an 15

idol of the heart) rather than the First Love (v.4).  To love the world is to hate God.  To love 
the world is to be a spiritual thug.


God is a jealous lover.   He made our hearts to be a place for his Spirit to dwell and their 16

isn’t room for another lover (v.5).  Yet God gives grace, particularly to the humble person 
(vs.6).  The humble person acknowledges he’s not smarter than God, better than God, or 
can find a greater substitute than God.  


The opposite of humility is pride.  Pride is the enemies downfall (v.7).  Pride is God-
repellent.  Pride pushes God out of your life while adding greater pull to your own opinion 
of self.  Prides says it’s all about me.  Pride is avoided by drawing near to God and 
acknowledging his supremacy (vs.7-10).  God has his way of making low things high and 
high things low.   
17

The way humility manifests itself in the church is through our love for one another and 
how we speak about our brothers and sisters (v.11).   Only God is able to judge a person 
because he alone knows the heart (v.12).  To speak evil of another person and judge 
them makes us think we are God.  And we are very bad gods.  


Conflict within the church is a great place to make Jesus great rather than my preference.  
Humility says Jesus is greater not my opinion.  Humility submits to God.  


What is the church?  What the greatest unifier of the church?

What does your church not have that you wish it would have?  How can our haves or 
have nots become bigger than what Jesus wants for the church?

How is friendship with the world compared to adultery? (v.4)

How does God give more grace? (v.6)

What is humility?  Why does God value humility while the world hates it?

How does one obtain humility? (vs.7-10)

How do people in both high and low positions struggle with humility?


 cf. Jeremiah 3:6–10, 20; 13:27; Ezekiel 23:45; Hosea 1–3; Matthew 12:39; 16:415

 cf. Exodus 20:5; 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24; Zechariah 8:2).16

 cf. 1:9–10; Matthew 23:12; Luke 14:11; 18:1417
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From Boasting to Belief (4:13-17) 

The greatest delusion known to man is the belief he is self-sovereign.  To boast in oneself 
as the king of his universe is not only dangerous thinking it is dead wrong, moreover, it is 
sin.  Self-sovereignty is self-idolatry and God hates god-substitutes.


Stop playing god.  God is God.  He alone is sovereign and in complete control.  He is 
worthy of my complete trust, even when life may seem chaotic.


The truth is: you aren’t guaranteed tomorrow (vs.13-14a).  You cannot know the number 
of your days.   Your life on earth is a puff of smoke compared to the endless horizon of 18

eternity (v.14b).  Only God know your days and what will become of them (v.15).


James is not saying one shouldn’t make plans.  Look at Proverbs and redemptive history 
and see that God loves planning and blessing plans.   What James is saying is that one 19

can take too much control of their plans and credit for the success or failure of those 
plans (vs.16-17).  This kind of attitude doesn’t mesh well with God or his plan for you.


No one person in the church is able to self-sustain his faith or the the ministry of the 
church by himself.  God has given different gifts to a variety of people.  No one person 
has them all.  God created the church as a community and he created man for 
community.  Without the community one is prone to the self-sovereign delusion, which 
acknowledges no fault in self yet sees only the faults in others.


Stepping of the throne of your life is often the hardest thing one can do.  Yet giving up 
control leads to freedom from the bondage of a critical and arrogant spirit.  It’s best to 
boast in the Lord and humble yourself to him as King and enjoy life with him.


What does James tell us about tomorrow? And about life?

How does the fact of life’s brevity affect your view of the future?

How does God’s eternality and sovereignty encourage you?

Does James belittle planning?  How are you to look at planning for the future?

What does it mean to “boast in the Lord”?

How does doing life with others in the church help protect you from self-sovereign 
thinking?  


 That is unless one should take their life, which is the most selfish act of a self-sovereign.18

 cf. Proverbs 24:47; 16:3; 21:5; 13:1619
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JAMES 5: FAITH THAT SHARES 
Possessions and Riches (5:1-6) 

Everyday the world around tells you hundreds of times through media and 
advertisements that you need this or that to make you happy or to be “in”.  It is hard to 
ignore those messages.  You can easily find yourself wanting or holding onto things you 
never imagine you needed.


The truth is money is one of the worlds great miseries (v.1).  One cannot have enough of 
it, even when by wealthy standards he has enough. In itself money is not evil, but loving it 
is the roots of all sorts of evil.  The problem with riches and possessions is that they rot 
and corrode (vs.2-3).  They are just temporary.  The quest for the wealthy is to search for 
the riches or possessions that never fade away.


The problem of riches and possessions can get so bad that one shortchanges those 
close to him (v.4).  All for growing a fatter wallet (v.5).  Just like Judas Iscariot the one will 
murder the righteous for a measly bit of pocket change (v.6). 
20

Hoarding riches this side of heaven while ignoring the future riches you have in Christ 
makes earthly riches look like a rusty penny in kings treasure vault.  


How is money not even and necessarily?  When does it become the root of much evil?

Why does misery come upon the rich or the wanna-be’s?  

How does James say the rich will be judged? (cf. 1 Timothy 6:8-10, 17-18)

What does your wallet say about your heart or how important God is to you?

What are the benefits of giving?  How does Jesus life give you an example of giving?

What riches do you have in Christ?  

Why are the riches of Christ worth more than the riches of the world?

How can you turn your hearts attention on giving rather than getting?


Patience in Suffering (5:7-12) 

When it comes to patience we’d all agree we want more of it!  We all want to be more 
patient behind the wheel of our car or more patient with colleagues, spouses, parents, 
and church members.  We joke about praying for patience out of fear that God will give 
us experiences that will grow our patience.  However, there are some experiences that 
demand our patience that aren't so funny.


The patience that James speaks about is a different level of patience.  He calls for 
patience with God in the midst of hardship and suffering.  How easy one can become 
impatient with God when life is difficult.  This is the patience James addresses.  


First, James calls his readers to be patient awaiting the Lord’s coming (vs.7-8).  When 
Jesus comes back he will make all things new.  There will be no more sin, no more 

 cf. 4:2; Acts 3:1420
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temptation, no more tears and no more fears.  That is a day to look forward to!  It is a day 
that should motivate patience here and now.


Second, he calls his readers to be patient because the Lord is at work (v.8).  God is 
working in you to produce “fruit” in due season, like a farmer who patiently waits for the 
rains to grow his fields.  


Third, he calls for his readers to be patient with one another (v.9).  It is easy to look at the 
church or church members and see their imperfections and faults and grumble.  How 
gracious and steadfast is the love of God for his church.  If God has that much grace for 
me, how much more should I have it for my brother and sister?


Fourth, he calls for his readers to be patient because God keeps his promises (vs.10-11).  
The backbone of patience is that God always comes through on his word.  He never fails.  
Look at the Prophets suffering as they proclaimed the words of God to a hardhearted 
people.  Also look at Job, never was there a more patient man.  And other than Jesus, 
never was there a greater display of God’s compassion and mercy.  With Job we can say, 
“God gives and takes away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21-22; 2:10)


God is serious about his promises.  And should we (v.12).


What does patience look like?  How do you struggle with patience?  

Who do you struggle to be patient with most?

How can one struggle to be patient with God?  

How does James encourage you to be patient with God?

What do you learn about patience through the example of the prophets and Job?

How does the knowledge of the coming of the Lord help you to be patient?

What fruits of patience has God grown in you?

Do you more often work to go around suffering or to grow through suffering?

How do you desire to grow in patience this week?

Who is someone you need to show more grace and steadfastness within your church? 


Prayer of Faith (5:13-18) 

God knows that we will fall away from him.  Like the example of Peter, God prepares us 
for it (Mark 14:26-31, 66-72).  We can all relate to Peter in that while we have passion and 
desire to follow the Lord, we often lack obedience to him.  And like Peter, when we fall 
away God still invites us into a relationship with him along this journey of faith


The journey is not promised to be an easy one.  There will be cheerful days, but there will 
also be days of suffering.  Thus James showers us with encouragements to put into our 
spiritual duffle bag, which are meant to fuel our prayers and faith for the journey.  


The first encouragement is to draw near to God in prayer and song (v.13).  Prayer is our 
most intimate way to communicate with God and a song is even more intimate as it 
expresses what we cannot say with mere words.
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Second, the encouragement is to depend on the prayers of the body of Christ (vs.14-15).  
If you are alone and sick, how will you be healed?  Trying to make it on the journey alone 
is a lonely and difficult journey.  God made us for community.


Third, the encouragement is to confess your sins to one another and help one another in 
prayer (v.16).  Confession can be frightening because we are bringing our dark spots into 
the light, but not confessing is even more exhausting because we have to work at 
keeping our darkness from the light.  The one who hides has no power, but the one who 
confesses has great power and is free because he has nothing to hide from God and one 
another.


Fourth, the encouragement is to see you are not alone in your struggles as you wait on 
God in prayer (vs.17-18).  Like Elijah, though he saw miracles and the power of God on 
display, he doubted and despaired.   In the midst of the struggle Elijah prayed and in 21

God’s due time he responded.  The encouragement is to endure in prayer even when 
there is no immediate response and we are tempted to fall away. 

Why is prayer often a difficult discipline?  How does prayer grow our faith?

What does a lack of prayer reveal about our dependence upon God?

How is prayer (and song) one of the most intimate forms of communication with God?

What do you love about prayer?  When do you find yourself praying the most?

How are you encouraged when you pray with others?  Who do you pray with often?  

What is confession?  Why is confession so difficult?  Why is confession so important?

What do you need to confess to God and others today?

What do you learn from Elijah about prayer?

How do you need to persevere in prayer right now?  

How will you look to God first rather than last?


Prone to Wander (5:19-20) 

As the hymn Come Thou Fount honestly sings, “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, Prone to 
leave the God I love; Here's my heart, Oh take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above.” 
So James, building off his previous encouragements to the church to pursue patience 
and prayerfulness, continues his plea to the church to depend on God and one another 
because members of the body of Christ are responsible for one another, particularly 
those who wander away.


According to James, the wanderer is part of the Christian community.  At one time he 
embraced the truth and has wandered away from what he once embraced.   In his 
wandering, he heads towards danger and potential death.  Practically, the wanderer 
intentionally gives into temptations, chooses a rebellious life, distances himself from the 
community of faith, ignores the consequences of sin, forsakes the counsel of God, and 
takes the truth into his own hands.


However, James encourages the church to woo back the wanderer; to encourage him to 
turn back.  In turning back the wander is saved from death and he covers a multitude of 
sins.  Practically, the community displays to the wanderer the love of Christ showing the 

 cf. Acts 14:15; 1 Kings 17-1821
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trust is worth pursuing and delighting in.  The wooer encourages the sinner to stop 
wandering and to come back to the Lord.


Praise be the Lord that Jesus remains constant, even in our wandering.  His love for the 
church never wanders and he continues to pursue us with relentless love.


Why are we so prone to wander and prone to leave the God we love?

In what ways do people wander from the truth?  How does this happen? 
22

What would you hope the church would do for you if you were to wander?

How does this text encourage you to woo back wanderers?

How does this text give you the proper attitude for confronting your fellow brothers and 
practicing proper church discipline? 
23

Have you seen church discipline go wrong or confrontation go haywire? Why so?

Do you draw others away from God or to God?  How could you be more the later? 

 cf. 1:13-18; 3:14; Exodus 23:2; Judges 2:10-12; Ps. 119:10-11; Luke 21:8; 2 Tim. 2:12-13; 2 Pt. 2:1522

 cf. Matthew 18:15-20; Galatians 6:1-5; Ezekiel 34:1-4, 10; 1 Pt. 4:8-10; Jude 21-2323
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APPENDIX A: WHAT JAMES LEARNED FROM 
JESUS 

James spent a lot of time with Jesus.  They were half-brothers.  James’ teachings 
reflect his closeness to Jesus.  There are more references to Jesus’ teachings in James 
than any other New Testament book combined.  


James has been called the “Sermon on the Mount Squared”.  Simply notice the 
parallels with James and Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7):


JAMES LESSON MATTHEW 

1:2	 	 	 	 Joy in Trials	 	 	 	 	 5:10-12

1:4	 	 	 	 Perfection	 	 	 	 	 5:48

1:5	 	 	 	 Asking of Good Gifts	 	 	 7:7ff

1:20	 	 	 	 Against Anger	 	 	 	 5:22

1:22	 	 	 	 Hearers and Doers of the Word	 	 7:24ff

2:10	 	 	 	 Keeping the Whole Law	 	 	 5:19

2:13	 	 	 	 Blessings of Mercifulness	 	 	 5:7

3:18	 	 	 	 Blessings of Peacemakers		 	 5:9

4:4	 	 	 	 Friendship with the World	 	 	 6:24

4:11-12	 	 	 Against Judging Others	 	 	 7:1-5	 

5:2ff	 	 	 	 Moth and Rust and Riches		 	 6:19	 

5:10	 	 	 	 Prophets Examples		 	 	 5:12

5:12	 	 	 	 Against Oaths	 	 	 	 5:33-37
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APPENDIX B: WHAT JAMES SAYS ABOUT FAITH 
“FAITH” 

1:2-3  “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.”


1:6  “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.”


2:1  “My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory.”


2:5  “Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to 
be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?”


2:14 “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him?”


2:17-18  “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  But someone will say, 
“You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works.”


2:20  “Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is 
useless?”


2:22  “You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his 
works”


2:24  “You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.”

 

2:26  “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 
dead.”


5:15  “And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. 
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.”


“BELIEVE” 

2:19  “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and 
shudder!”


2:23  “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was 
called a friend of God.”
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APPENDIX C: STARK COMPARISONS IN JAMES 
Brother	 	 ⇋	 	 Servant 	 	 	 (1:1)


Trials	 	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Temptations 		 	 (1:2-18) 	 	 


Exaltation	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Humiliation	 	 	 (1:9-10)


Persevere	 	 ⇋	 	 Perish		 	 	 (1:12-15)


Hearer		 	 ⇋ 	 	 Doer 	 	 	 	 (1:19-27)


Judgment	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Mercy 	 	 	 (2:1-13)


Faith	 	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Works 	 	 	 (2:14-26)


Blessings	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Curses	  	 	 (3:1-12)


False Wisdom	 ⇋ 	 	 True Wisdom 	 	 (3:13-18)


Worldliness	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Godliness 	 	 	 (4:1-12)


Arrogance	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Humility 	 	 	 (4:13-17)


Oppressor	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Laborer 	 	 	 (5:1-6)


Suffering	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Comfort 	 	 	 (5:7-12)


Faithful	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Faithless 	 	 	 (5:13-18)


Wanderer 	 	 ⇋ 	 	 Restorer 	 	 	 (5:19-20)


Adapted from #FaithWorks The Village Church
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