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AN OUTLINE FOR THE LETTER TO THE 
GALATIANS 
I. Salutations: Grace to You and Glory to God (1:1-5)  

II. The Problem in Galatia: Another Gospel  (1:6-9)  

III. Paul’s Apostolic Defense (1:10-2:14)  

A. God’s Approval Rather than Man’s (1:10)  

B. Paul Serves in God’s Authority (1:11 - 2:14)  
1. Called by God: A Story of Grace (1:11-16)  
2. Big Guns Got Paul’s Back: Gospel Unity (2:1-10)  
3. Paul Takes on Peter: Out of Synch with the Gospel (2:11-14)  

IV. Paul’s Defense of the Gospel (2:15 – 6:10)  

A. Justification by Faith: Dead to the Law and Alive to God (2:15-21)  

B. Justification Through Faith Has Replaced Condemnation Under Law (3:1 – 5:12)  
1. Spirit’s Presence and Faith’s Effectiveness (3:1-5)  
2. Abraham’s Faith and Faith’s Effectiveness (3:6-9)  
3. Laws Curse and Works Ineffectiveness (3:10-14)  
4. The Law Doesn’t Void the Promise (3:15-18) 
5. The Purpose of the Law (3:19-22) 
6. The Law Leads Us to Christ (3:23-29)  
7. Don’t Go Back to Slavery (4:1-7) 
8. Don’t Go Back to Idols (4:8-11) 
9. Don’t Abandon the Gospel (4:12-20) — FIRST APPEAL 
10.Don’t Forget: Hagar and Sarah (4:21-31)  
11.Freedom: Christ has Set You Free (5:1-5) — SECOND APPEAL, PART 1 
12.Faith: Produces Love Like Christ (5:6-12) — SECOND APPEAL, PART 2 

C. Practical Effects of the Gospel (5:13-15)  
1. Freed to Love (5:13-15)  
2. Struggles with the Flesh (5:16-25)  
3. Bear Someone Else’s Burden (6:1-5) 
4. Don’t Grow Weary in Well-Doing (6:6-10)  

V. Conclusion (6:11-18)  

A. Only New Creation Counts (6:11-17) — THIRD APPEAL 

B. Benediction (6:18) 

Adapted from R.C. Sproul’s, New Geneva Introduction to the New Testament 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GALATIANS 1: ANOTHER GOSPEL & PAUL’S 
APOSTOLIC DEFENSE 
Q: Where is Galatia? (cf. Acts 16:6; 1 Corinthians 16:1) What is Paul’s connection to this church? 
What right does Paul have to write the Galatian church? 

Q: What do you know about this letter? What makes this letter alive? 

ANOTHER GOSPEL 
Salutations: Grace to You and Glory to God (1:1-5) 

Q: Who is Paul? (v.1) What is his job? Who has given him this job? How does his job separate him 
with his fellow brothers?(cf. 2:8; Ephesians 2:20; Matthew 10:40; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Corinthians 
8:9). What are the roles of the apostles in the Scripture? What is Paul’s place in redemptive history? 

Q: Is Jesus the master of your life? Do you submit to His authoritative words? What proof is there of 
this in your life? How would you like to respond to this letter as you read it? How is Paul a spiritual 
cupid in love with Christ? 

Q: When do you find it hardest to accept the authority of apostolic New Testament teaching? 
Why? 

Q: How is the gospel on display from the very first verse of this letter?  

Q: How does the message he preach bind him with his fellow brothers? (v.2) Who are all the 
brothers? Who is this letter to specifically? 

Q: How does grace come to us and glory go to God? (vs.3-5) By Christ crucified. How is the whole 
book of Galatians summed up in verses three and four? How is your life a means of grace from 
God and glory to God? 

Q: What does it means to be delivered from the present evil age? (v.4; John 17:15; 2 Corinthians 
4:4) Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 6:5; Luke 11:20; 2 Corinthians 5:17) How are we delivered?(cf. 2 
Timothy 4:10; Romans 12:2). 

Q: How do you set your heart and minds on the kingdom come? How is there great freedom in 
this? How does Paul and the apostles give us an example to set our hearts and minds on Christ? 

Problem in Galatia: Another Gospel from False Teachers (1:6-9)  

Q: Who are the Galatians deserting? (v.6) Who are they turning to? (v.6) How or why to people 
turn away from the gospel? Why is this so astonishing to Paul? (cf. 5:4; 3:1). 

Q: What is the gospel? How would you explain the gospel to someone who asked you 
today what you believe? How many gospels are there? What would make it a “different 
gospel”? (vs.6-7; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:4; 1 Timothy 1:3) What kind of false gospel are 
common today? 

Q: How should we treat one who preaches a false gospel? (vs.8-9) What does it mean to 
be accursed? (cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:9) What would you imagine this to be like? 

Q: Why is the wrath of God revealed in Scripture? Why will understanding the true gospel 
produce anger at false “gospels”? 
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Q: What kind of angel is Paul referring to? (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:14) Where did this false 
gospel originate? How serious is Paul about these false teachers and the false gospel? 
Who is someone you need to share this kind of love and concern to? How can you 
protect ourselves and your churches from false teaching and another gospel? 

Q: How do you need to embrace the gospel today? Why is it important to rehearse the 
gospel often, if not daily? How important is gospel truth to you? How is this shown in your 
life? 

PAUL’S APOSTOLIC DEFENSE (PART 1) 
God’s Approval Rather than Man’s (1:10)  

Q: Who does a servant of God seek to please? (v.10) God. Why do servants often get 
distracted from this? How did Christ exemplify this in his life and ministry? 

Q: Why do Paul’s words that come before this verse not win him friends or influence 
many people? (cf. vs. 6-9) 

Q: Does Paul aim to displease people? Why or why not?  

Q: What does it look like to please man? What does it look like to displease man? Is all 
man-pleasing wrong? When is it alright? 

Q: What does it look like to please God? What does it look like to displease God? What 
doesn’t it mean to please God?  

Q: What most pleases God? Why is pleasing God your most highest pleasure? How is 
pleasing God alone most freeing? How is pleasing God freeing as a father, mother, son, 
daughter, husband, wife, employee, pastor or missionary? 

Q: How could you live your life so that people would respect and praise God more 
because of you? How are you most tempted to fear men and seek their approval? What 
would change if, in those moments, you lived to please the God who is pleased with 
you? 

Called by God: A Story of Grace (1:11-24)  

Q: What makes people defensive? Why is Paul so defensive? (cf. v.7) How does Paul 
defend apostleship? 

Q: What is the difference between verse one and twelve? Where did Paul get both the 
gospel and His call? (cf. 1 Corinthians 11:23; 15:3; Acts 22:14). How is the gospel obviously 
an origination of God? (cf. Romans 2:16) What makes the Galatians gospel a man 
centered gospel? Which gospel appeals to you the most? Does your gospel look like it is 
more from man or God?  

Q: What proof does Paul have that his gospel and call from God is true? (vs.13-24) What 
makes the true gospel greater than any other living philosophy? 

Q: How does Paul begin with common ground? (vs.13-14)  
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Q: Why was Paul share his conversion story from a zealous against the church? (vs.13, 
22-24) When is the last time you shared your testimony with others? 

Q: How is Paul’s conversion and call a complete work of God not the other apostles? (vs. 
15-17; (cf. Acts 9:15) How do you give glory to God in your conversion and call? 

Q: Where did Paul study and with whom? (v.17) When did he visit the apostles? (vs. 
18-22) Why would Paul name drop? How does Paul’s message squared with the one the 
other apostles received from the risen Lord? (cf. Luke 24:45-49) 

Q: How does Paul’s defense of his authority and call echo that of Jesus’ own defense of 
his authority and call? 

Q: Do you ever find yourself thinking you deserve God’s grace? What prompts you to 
think this way? How does the gospel of grace free you from pride and from guilt? In what 
ways can you see how God worked in your life before your conversion, to equip you to 
serve Him after it?  
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GALATIANS 2: PAUL’S APOSTOLIC DEFENSE 
(PART 2) 
Big Guns Got Paul’s Back: Gospel Unity (2:1-10)  

Q: What kind of things cause disunity in the church? How does the gospel bring unity? 

Q: What kind of authority does Paul have? (see chapter 1) Now that Paul establishes his 
authority? Is there unity with the other apostles? 

Q: When did Paul go? (vs.1-2) Where was he going? Who was he going with? What do you know 
about these men? Why would he meet privately with the apostles not publicly? What is his 
purpose in going to Jerusalem? What are the implications of these verses for us? 

Q: Who are these false brothers? What is a Judiazer? (vs.3-5) How did the Judiazers challenge 
Paul’s apostleship and the gospel? Why might the apostles in Jerusalem be in touch with the 
issues that are confronting Paul? Why does Paul bring in the illustration of Titus? How does this 
example show that the gospel is at stake? Have there been times in your life when you have 
begun to think that your performance counts toward your salvation? What caused you to think 
this way? What are the “nice” and “proper” attitudes that your culture and upbringing has 
taught you? How could you add these on to belief in Christ as an expectation for other 
Christians? 

Q: How would you describe Paul’s meeting with the apostles in Jerusalem? (vs.6-10) What does it 
mean that the apostles does not anything to him? (v.6) Who has Paul’s back? (v.9) What does it 
mean that these men are pillars? How did they show it? What does the right hand of fellowship 
mean for Paul? 

Q: How does God ultimately have Paul’s back? (v.8) If God worked this way for Paul how does 
he work for you and have your back?  

Q: What is the one thing the Jerusalem apostles asked Paul to do? (v.10) How did Paul respond?
(Acts 24:17). How did this meeting with Paul and the apostles unify the church rather than split it? 
Can you think of examples of churches not prizing gospel unity sufficiently; or pursuing 
institutional unity at the expense of gospel truth? 

Q: How is Paul one with and separate from the other apostles in Jerusalem? How does God 
preserve the gospel despite the divisions of men? 

Q: What does this passage mean for missions? Why are you grateful for the freedom that the 
gospel brings to all people everywhere? 

Paul Takes on Peter: Out of Synch with the Gospel (2:11-14)  

Q: Who is Cephas? What did Paul do to Cephas? (v.11) Why would be oppose Peter or call him 
a hypocrite? 

Q: How do we see Peter enjoying his freedom in the gospel? (v.12) Why would this have been a 
radical thing for a Jewish Christian to do? (cf. Acts 10:1-11:18) How does Peter change his mind? 
Why would Peter be afraid of these men? Are there people in your church you have not been 
“eating with” because they are not “like you”? What self-righteousness lies beneath this 
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attitude? How could you motivate yourself, and other Christians, less with guilt and more with the 
gospel? 

Q: How does this action condemn Peter before others and God? (v.13) What lesson of 
leadership do you see here in Peter? What do Peter and Paul have in common? How does 
Paul’s confrontation help them both as leaders? 

Q: How does Paul rebuke Peter? (v.14) How are the Jerusalem and Antioch situations 
connected? What things do people commonly add to the gospel in your culture or nation?  
How does the gospel eradicate racism and cultural barriers? 

Q: What in Peter was out of synch with the gospel? Which of these is a temptation for you? How 
are you walking out of synch with the gospel? If you were in this text would you side more with 
Peter or Paul? Why? How will you fight fear, hypocrisy and legalism in your life and ministry? 

PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL (PART 1) 

Justification by Faith: Dead to the Law, Alive to God (2:15-21)  

Q: What is “justified by faith”? How is that phrase central to the Christian faith? (v.15) Why would 
Paul use the term justification rather than another word? Why don’t works save or clean a man? 
How do verse 15 and 16 continue Paul’s unity with Peter? What was the situation between Paul 
and Peter? (see 2:11-14) 

Q:What does the word “sinners” mean or not mean? (v.15) Who is calling who a sinner? 

Q: What does Paul mean by his question? (v.17) How does Paul accept being a sinner? Are 
there things that people call sin that are not sin? 

Q: What did Paul tear down that was in danger of being rebuilt? (v.18) What is the purpose of 
the law? What did the Pharisees and Judiazers make of (or make more of) in the law? Why 
would Paul transgress the law if he were to rebuild this type of law? How would you explain the 
difference between being moral and being a Christian to someone who thinks being good 
makes them acceptable to God? 

Q: How did Paul die to the law? (v.19; cf. Romans 6:2; 7:4) Is Paul saying it is not necessary to 
obey the law? How did Paul die to seeking salvation-by-law-keeping “through the law”? How 
does this verse help you or a believer to view life? How are most people trying to live to the law 
rather than to God? How can you view life as to God rather than to the law? 

Q: What does it mean to die to law and live to God? (v.20) What image does Paul give to teach 
this? How have you died with Christ? How does Christ live in you? (cf. Colossians 1:27) How is 
being a Christian about death? How is death our hope? How does this verse hold life-changing 
implications for you? 

Q: What does it mean to nullify the grace of God? (v.21) How is Christ’s death purposeless if 
righteousness were possible through the law? How is Christ’s death everything to you? What 
difference does this make to your love for Him and your actions in life? 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GALATIANS 3: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 2) 

Spirit’s Presence and Faith’s Effectiveness (3:1-5)  

Q: How does 5:5 feed into 3:1-5?  How is this really the main point of the whole letter to Galatia? 

Q: What’s with all the questions in verses 1 to 5? 

Q: What makes the Galatia’s so foolish? (vs.1-3) How are we as foolish as the Galatia’s? How 
does the cross kill us and cure us? How are many bewitched today or appear foolish? 

Q: How do verses 1-3 give a clear picture of how we came to Christ? How does this relate to 
your own story of coming to faith in Christ? How did the message of Christ crucified move you? 

Q:  How are verses 2-4 a commentary on Galatians 2:20?  

Q: How do we start in the Christian journey? (v.2) What is the relationship between becoming a 
Christian and getting the Holy Spirit?  What evidence we got the Holy Spirit?  How do you 
receive the Spirit? What kind of false evidence can their be to the Spirit in a person? Why are 
you grateful for the indwelling Spirit of God? How do beginning in the Spirit and continuing in the 
Spirit relate? Are you in danger of forgetting that the gospel is the source of your ongoing 
acceptance? How, and why? 

Q: How are faith and the Spirit related and flesh and works related? (vs.2-3) What is the 
difference between flesh and spirit according to the Bible? What does it mean to be perfected 
by the flesh? (v.3) What kind of projects or personal goals did you have before you knew Christ 
that made you feel “complete”?Why is it heresy to say, “God helps those who help 
themselves”? Are your greatest accomplishments the works you have done in you or Christ in 
you? 

Q: The key issue of these verses is trust. Do you trust the Spirit at work in you to grow you faith? 
What evidence is there of this in your life? Think of a sin that you regularly commit. What are you 
worshipping more than Jesus that causes you to decide to disobey Him? How will you replace 
that false savior with your true Savior next time you’re tempted? 

Abraham’s Faith and Faith’s Effectiveness (3:6-9)  

Q: What do you know about the story of Abraham and the faith of Abraham? Why is Abraham’s 
story important to Scripture and important to me? What was the promise and blessing given to 
Abraham? 

Q: Why would Paul use the example of Abraham? 

Q: Where is verse 6 quoted from? What makes a person a son of Abraham? Does this text 
exclude any person, people group or nation?. How are you like Abraham? 

Q: How verses 7 and 9 the key to this text and passage? How is faith a precondition for enjoying 
life forever with God?  
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Q: Where is verse 8 quoted from? What makes a person blessed like Abraham? Faith. How is the 
foundational promise for Israel a promise to us (non-Jews) too? Does this include sonship for us 
too? Yes (cf. Genesis 17:1-4) What are the blessings or benefits of faith? (cf. 3:14; 6:8)  How has 
God had in His plan to justify all people or all nations not just Israel? Why is this a blessed promise 
for you? 

Q: How is fear the opposite of faith? How does faith erase fear? 

Q: Are you a child of Abraham? How does this text cause your faith to grow? What are the faith 
strength truth in this passage? 

Law’s Curse and Works Ineffectiveness (3:10-14)  

Q: What is a blessing and a curse?  How do you know if you are under God’s blessing or curse? 
(v.10) What does it mean to live by of the works of the law? (cf. 2:15ff). How are the works of law 
and faith like oil and water? How is legalism against the law?  Where is the quoted verse from? 
(cf. Deuteronomy 27:26) What do I live by? What is my life based on? What, if I lost it, would 
make me feel as if I had no life left? 

Q: Why is no one justified by the law? (v.11)  How is the phrase, “The righteous shall live by faith” 
a theme of salvation in Scripture? (cf. Romans 1:17; Hebrews 10:38; Habakkuk 2:4) Why are works 
in themselves ineffective? 

Q: How is the law to be obeyed? (v.12. cf. Leviticus 18:5; Rom. 10:5). 

Q: How did Christ redeem us from the curse of the law? (v. 13; cf. 4:5; Revelation 22:3; 2 Peter 
2:1) He fulfilled the law. He trusted his Father perfectly. How did Christ become a curse for us? 
(cf. Deuteronomy 21:23; 2 Corinthians 5:21). How, then, can we escape the curse and enjoy the 
blessing promised to the nations? (cf. v 8) What is the substitutionary death of Christ? How do 
these verses teach this? How does having righteousness credited to us change the way we see 
ourselves? Our Christian lives? Jesus Christ? 

Q: How does Jesus death open the way of salvation to all people, not just Jews? (v.14) What is 
the greatest blessing of faith? Which truth in Galatians 3:13-14 excites you most today? 

Q: Why do you do what you do? Who gets the credit? What proof is there in your life that you 
believe God?  How is your life a battle of faith? 

The Law doesn’t Void the Promise (3:15-18)  

Q: What are common pacts that are part of our normal daily life? What is a pact or 
covenant? What is the purpose of such covenants? 

Q: What is the example given in verse 15? How does this pact relate to Abraham? What is the 
covenant that God made with Abraham? (see: Genesis 12:1-2; 15:1-6) How do the details of 
God’s covenant-making ceremony with Abram encourage you? 

Who did God make the promise to? (v.16). Who is the seed or offspring? Christ. Why? Why is it 
singular offspring not plural offsprings? How do you see Jesus all over this verse and therefore all 
over the covenant with Abraham? How is Jesus the promise? 

Q: What is the covenant that came 430 years later? What do you know about God’s covenant 
with Moses?  
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Q: What is the difference between the covenants God gave to Abraham and Moses? How are 
they the same and complimentary covenants? How is obedience conditional for both 
covenants? How does God not contradiction or change his covenants?. Why is this so 
important? When are you most tempted to look to your own efforts to make yourself acceptable 
to God? What makes you feel proud of yourself? How are we Christians dependent upon the 
promise(s) of God like Israel? 

Q: How do these text show the conditional aspect of the covenants? (see: Genesis 22:16-18; 
26:4-5; 18:19) If we are “free from the law”, does that mean we don’t have to obey the law of 
God? If I am always saved only by Christ’s performance and not my own, why should I strive to 
live a holy life? Do I have any obligation to keep God’s law, and why? What is my relationship as 
a Christian to God’s law? 

Q: How do verses 16 and 18 help us know ‘who’ the promises is? How is the inheritance by Christ
—the promise?  How would Christ’s death and resurrection be meaningless if redemption was 
possible by law-keeping? 

The Purpose of the Law (3:19-22)  

Q: Why do you make rules?  Give examples of rules you have made and why? 

Q: Who gave the law? 

Q: Why then the law? (v.19,22) What happens if you do not know why God gave the law?  (cf. 
Romans 9:32)  How is legalism so subtle yet so destructive? (Romans 10:3) 

Q: What is the good news in the law?  Why can’t the law make people alive? And why does the 
law hold us in sin? (cf. Romans 8:3-4) 

Q: How much time did God devote to the law? How do you see the wisdom of God in the law 
and human history? How does the law and the history of Israel often mirror your own spiritual life?  
How does this text help you deal with or stir up the muck of sin in your heart and allow Christ to 
cleanse it like a rain shower?  How does this text confront a venire of righteousness and 
celebrate the Righteous One? 

Q: How are you quick to embrace the law rather than Christ?  Why do you obey God’s law? Do 
you ever obey it for the wrong reasons? How does this text cause you to cherish Jesus Christ?    

The Law Leads Us to Christ (3:23-29)  

Q: What are some situations where people are held captive? What does it feel like to be 
captive?  What would freedom be like to one who is captive? 

Q: What does it mean to say “before faith came”? (v.23)  How was Israel captive to the 
law?  (v.24) How does the law often feel burdensome to you?   How can you welcome 
the law rather than shut it out? (cf. 1 John 5:3; Psalm 119) 

Q: What two illustrations does Paul give to show us how the law works? (vs.23-25) How do 
these illustrations help you understand how the law works? 

Q: What is the truth for parents here?  (v.24)  If you are a parent, how can you give your 
children both law and faith?  If you are a child, how can you receive law and faith from 
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your parents?  Is it the design of child-rearing that when the child grows to maturity he or 
she then casts off all the values of the parent or guardian and lives in a totally different 
way? Explain, as it relates to Galatians 3. 

Q: What happened when Christ came?  (v.25) What does it mean that faith has come?  
What about those who came before faith? (cf. Romans 4; Psalm 32; Hebrews 11).  How 
does this verse fulfill what God spoke about before Jesus? (cf. Ezekiel 36, Jeremiah 24 
and 31)   

Q: What is the promise to those who are in Christ? (vs. 26, 29) What does it mean that we 
are sons of God? What does it mean that we are heirs?  How are we so unworthy to be a 
son or daughter, let alone guest of the God of the universe?  How do you feel about 
being an adopted son of God? 

Q: How does being a son or heir of Christ put us all on the same level?  (vs.27-28) Why is 
this a powerful truth to understand for our society and church?  What barriers divide 
people in the area where you live? How are those broken down within your church; and 
what do you do to help this? 

Q: Why do you obey God’s law? Do you ever obey it for the wrong reasons?  Are you 
under the law? Why or why not?  How can this help you read the Bible, pray and walk 
with God each day? Think back to your conversion, or the first time you understood the 
gospel. How did your view of God’s law change? How do the law and gospel work 
together? In other words, why shouldn’t you bypass the law and go straight to the 
gospel?  How does knowing God’s law increase your gratitude to Christ?  How does that 
gratitude affect your walk with him? 
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GALATIANS 4: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 3) 

Don’t Go Back to Slavery (4:1-7)  

Q: What is a slave?  What would it feel like to be a slave?  What are some historical or modern 
day examples of slavery?  Why is slavery something we often detest? 

Q: What kind of spiritual slavery enslaves people?  What does it mean to be enslaved to sin?  
Why is spiritual slavery something we detest? Why do many Christians then go back to slavery 
rather than living in freedom?  How can spiritual slavery be so sly and seductive compared to 
living in freedom in Christ? 

Q: What do you learn about Jesus? (vs.4-5) 

Q: What do you learn about the work of the Holy Spirit?  How is the work of the Son and Spirit 
compared? How do you see the Father, Son and Spirit working together here?  

Q: How do the the terms slavery and adoption compare and contrast? Is adoption something 
you experience as well as understand? What does Jesus’ example of the Prodigal son teach you 
about the two different kinds of slavery? What is a child here? (vs.1, 3) What does sons mean? (v.
6) How does being a son free you from slavery? (v.7) What does it mean to you that you are a 
son of God? How are you like a child who has inherited a wealthy estate?  When are you most in 
danger of living as a slave, not a son?  How does that affect the way you live when you know 
you are God’s son and he is your Father?  Am I acting like a slave who is afraid of God, or like a 
child who is assured of my Father’s love? 

Don’t Go Back to Idolatry (4:8-11)  

Q: How can you turn back to idols since you know God and, more importantly, are known by 
God? Why is this an antidote to idolatry? 

Q:  Who were the Galatian enslaved to before? (v.8; cf. 1 Corinthians 8:5; 10:20) What does the 
Bible say about demons? What power and influence do demons have among Christians?  (vs. 3, 
9)  Why would a Christian listen to demons?   

Q: What is Paul referring to in verse 10? Jewish holidays that that Judiazers are laying on the new 
Christians. What is the demons connection to the law?  How do demons use the law to deceive 
us? (Romans 7:11).  What kind of teachers do we need to watch out for? What does Paul worry 
about his work?  (v.11) 

Q: How does God knowing you reassure you today? How does remembering that God knows 
you free you from the temptation to worship idols? 

Don’t Abandon the Gospel (4:12-20)  

Q: What ways do Christians abandon the gospel?  (v.13). Why do we always resist faith?   Why is 
it such a great temptation to seek the praise of man rather than praise Christ? 
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Q: Has Paul’s message changed? What has changed? (vs. 14-16). Why would they change their 
mind about Paul and his teaching? 

Q: What are the goals of false teaching? First, it flatters its hearers (v.17). Second, it tells its 
hearers what it wants to hear (vs.17-18).  How is the praise of people a temptation for the 
Galatian church? (vs.12-20; cf. 6:13) Who wants to be made much of?  (v.17) Do you ever find it 
appealing to have people relying on you in some way? Why? Could you be motivated by the 
same goals as the false teachers? 

Q: Why is freed from the law not lawlessness? (v.19) 

Q: How is Paul in childbirth pain for the church at Galatians?  (v.19) How is this different or 
confused with spiritual formation?  

Q: If someone cut you open would you ooze out Christ?  If not, what would you ooze?  What 
does Christ formed in you look like?  How does Christ form Himself in you? 

Q: How will your ministry change because of this passage?  Is there anything worth abandoning 
the gospel? 

Don’t Forget: Hagar and Sarah (4:21-31)  

Q: Why do people forget?  Why do we forget things that very important to us? 

Q: What does Paul mean when he says “you who want to be under the law”? (v.21)  Who is Paul 
speaking to in this verse?  What do Judiasers want to add to salvation?  Why is Jesus “and” 
something contrary to the gospel? 

Q: What do you know about Sarah and Hagar?  (vs.22-23; cf. Genesis 12:1-4; 15:4-5; 16:1-2; 
17:16-19) How do we often forget the promises of God like Abraham?  Why does God reject 
what man can do on his own? (cf. Genesis 21:1-3) 

Q: Why would Paul put this allegory in Galatians? (vs.24-25)   What are the differences between 
the two Jerusalems? (vs.25-27; cf. Colossians 3:1-3). How is Hagar like Sinai?  S (Exodus 24:3). 

Q: Who are the children of promise? (v.28-29) Who inherits the promise? (v.30)  Why dot 
hey inherit the promise?  Why are sons of slavery not free?  

Q: Who is our mother? (v.31) Why Sarah? Can you identify with Sarah in any way? If you 
can, how does her experience comfort and excite you?  In what ways could you treat 
children (either those you have, or those you don’t) as your savior? 

Q:  How does the story teach about freedom? What is true and full freedom? How is some so 
called freedom actually foolishness?  How do we have full freedom?  Why is Christianity about 
doing what you want and God wants? 

Q:  Abraham decided to rely on himself to make God’s promises come to pass. Have you ever 
done something similar? What were the results?  When have you seen God do what seems 
impossible in your own life, or in the lives of those around you?  Are you Ishmael or Isaac?  What 
marks of Ishmael (trusting your own resourcefulness) or Isaac are in you (trusting God’s promise)?  
How does God give grace to those who are barren?  How was your life barren before Christ?  
What cause for joy is Jesus for you? 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GALATIANS 5: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 4) 

Freedom: Christ has Set You Free (5:1-5)  

Q: What is a Christian’s freedom? Who has given us our freedom? (v.1)  What do we often want 
to trade our freedom for?  Why is this often lead us back to our old chains of slavery?  

Q: How did the Father come down to help with our freedom and slavery? How is the image of 
slavery so helpful to understanding our spiritual condition? 

Q: What are we called to do? (vs.1-4) How does a free man live? (v.5) 

What con you substitute for circumcision?  (v.3)  What do you hope in or obey other than Christ? 

What profit is there in Christ?  How is earning dividend on Christ’s work of nothing? Why don’t we 
have any assets to invest with Christ?  

Have you suffered from a gratitude ethic that says I need to payback God for what he has 
done?  How is that not of God’s plan? How is resting in grace your freedom?  How is grace the 
key to freedom?  What is grace?  (1 Corinthians 15:10; Romans 5:21).  How can you rest in the 
grace of God this week?  How can you praise God and walk in your freedom? 

Faith: Produces Love Like Christ (5:6-12)  

Q:  How do you wait for the complete work of Christ? (cf. v.5; Romans 4:4-5).  How does the 
nature of works shed light on faith?  What is the definition of works?  What is the definition of 
faith? How do you feel the tension between works and faith each day in your life or in the 
church? 

Q: How does faith in Christ produce love? (v.6)  Do you react to your successes and failures in a 
gospel way, or a works-righteousness-based way?  How do guilt, fear and greed stop you from 
loving?  How does faith free you to love?  How does faith help you to love the unloving or 
unlovable?  How is love the stream of power?  In what situations do you find it hard to love 
others? How will remembering your hope increase your love? 

Q: How can we be hindered from running well? (v.7)  Where does this persuasion come from? (v.
8) How is this such a weight for the Galatian believers?  (vs.9-10) 

Q: Why does Paul toot the horn of Christ and the cross?  (v.11) Choose a sin you are struggling 
with. Why do you want to sin in this way? How does your gospel freedom undermine that 
motivation to sin? 

Q: What does Paul wish upon those who place extra burden on the Galatians?  (v.12) Are you 
placing extra burdens upon yourself or others?  What will you do to stop this and love instead? 

Freed to Love (5:13-15)  

Q: What is love? (cf. 1 Corinthians 13) What is a Christian or a church to love? How do we or the 
church put boundaries on love?  Who is love’s agenda? What is love agenda for?  How do faith 
and love go together like Mac & Cheese? 
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Q: How does love become a command? (v.13) TWhere else in Scripture is love commanded? 
How does love benefit others more than yourself? 

Q: Why isn’t freedom and opportunity for the flesh? Why does freedom always produce love?  
What is flesh? Why is the flesh not free? I  How does God only fill the void that the flesh cannot 
fulfill? 

Q: How is all the law fulfilled in the word “love”? (v.14) What are the added incentives for living 
by love? Where does the quote in verse 14 come from? (Leviticus 19:18). What was the one 
point of the Old Testament?  Is that an oversimplification of the Bible or God’s redemptive 
purposes? How is this love applied to husbands and wives? See Ephesians 5. 

Q: What does serving one another in love look like?  Why is loving your neighbor one of the 
hardest commands in Scripture?  How is love a irresistible mark of God?  Where do you see the 
fruit of love bearing in the lives of those around you? In your life too? How is God calling you love 
your neighbor freely today?  

Struggle with the Flesh (5:16-25)  

Q: What is the Bible’s measure for loving others? 

Q: What is the measure of a Christian’s live? How is a blessing not a burden?  According to this 
passage, what two natures are at conflict with the Christian?  

Q: What does it mean to walk by the Spirit? (vs.18, 22; cf. John 15).  Are you engaged in walking 
with the Spirit? How much do you want to be walking with the Spirit? 

Q: Why should I walk in the Spirit? (vs. 16, 18; cf. vs.13-14). How is the law like a railroad track 
rather than a ladder?   How does love fulfill the love? What is the “flesh”? (v.24). What are we 
asked to do to the flesh?(cf. 2:20) Are you crucifying the flesh?  Why would you rather walk in the 
Spirit than the flesh? 

Q: What is the war that is going on right now, everyday? (v.17)  How is this war like guerrilla 
warfare?  How can this war happen if it is crucified?   Are you content with the war or are you 
active in the fight?  Why should you praise the Lord for this conflict in your daily life?   Do you 
await the day when the war will be over? What promise of victory over the flesh do I have? (v.
17)  

Q: What do you notice about the list of fleshly desires in verses 19-21?  Why cant a complacent 
Christian combat these things?  Are you complacent?  Which of these fleshly desires do you see 
in your life?  Which idols or desires do you need to identify and dismantle in your life? How can 
you replace them with Christ? 

Q: How is the agricultural term of “fruit” of the Spirit helpful for understanding it? (vs.22-24)  Why 
does the text say fruit, not fruits?  How do all the fruit of the Spirit relate to one another? In other 
words, how can they not stand alone? How do you see the fruit of the Spirit growing in your life?  

Q: How can I walk in the Spirit?  What can I do to walk by the Holy Spirit?  Do you delight in God 
and his promises?  Which promises of God do you need to rest in today? How do you keep the 
promises of God before you? (e.g. write them down, memorize them, draw them, etc.) How do 
these promises kindle you faith? 
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GALATIANS 6: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 6) 

Bear Someone Else’s Burden (6:1-5)  

Q:  What is a burden?  What is the one particular burden that we are to help each other bear? 
(v.1).   What is one who is “spiritual”?  (see Chapter 5). 

Q: What is a person to do if he sees a person carrying a load? (v.2a).  How did the Pharisees 
increase burdens?  How do you detect when a person is bearing a burden?  How do you make 
a burden light for someone else?  What happens when you bear another burden?  (v.2b).   

Q: How did Jesus lighten our burden?   How does Jesus give us or help us find rest?  How does 
love fulfill the law of Christ? (John 13:34; Ephesians 4:32).  How did Jesus demonstrate this during 
his life and ministry? 

Q: How can we bear burdens wrongly?  (v.3).  Who is in danger in this text? Who is Paul warning 
about pride?  The one who has fallen or the one who is pure?  What does Paul mean when he 
says look to yourself?  (cf. 1 Corinthians 4:7).  How is this text opposite of self-esteem?   How does 
self-esteem talk feed our pride rather than help it?  How does this text teach Christ-esteem?  
What is does Christ-esteem look like?  How will having a self-image based on the gospel change 
the way you see yourself and see others? When do you particularly need to preach the gospel 
to yourself? 

Q: What is pride?  How is pride a moral disease and the clause of most all moral diseases?  How 
do we fight the relentless urge to fight the desire to usurp God’s place in our heart and lives?   
How is the battle for pride a battle for joy?  

Q: How do verses 4 and 5 seem to be the opposites of the previous verses?  How do you struggle 
with comparisons?  How does burden bearing help fight the desire to compare yourself with 
others?  How is it liberating to know that you will only answer for your own load, and not how you 
lived compared to others? 

Q: How is the sin of others your problem too?  How is an attitude of silence and neglect contrary 
of bearing one another’s burdens?  Why is burden bearing rare in the church? Why?  What 
difference does the gospel make to your relationships? How does it affect the way you look at 
yourself in terms of those around you; and how you look at others in terms of yourself? 

Q: Is there a habitual sin you need to gently restore a brother from? Are you willing to listen to 
others who seek to restore you? What opportunities has God given you to carry another’s 
burdens? 

Don’t Grow Wear in Well-Doing (6:6-10)  

Q:  How should the Word of God multiply? (v.6)  What is a good word you were taught this week 
that you passed along to others?  How have you been one who has received teaching from the 
Word of God?  How have you been one who has taught others from the Word of God? 

Q: Who is not to be deceived? Why? (vs.7-8) What is the farming analogy?  Where have you 
heard this analogy before in the Bible?  (cf. Job 4:8; Psalm 126:5; Ecclesiastes 11:4; Hosea 8:7; 
10:12; Luke 19:21)  Why is God not mock?  Can you think of times in your own life when sowing to 
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please your sinful nature has forced you to reap “destruction”?  How is the whole book of 
Proverbs summed up in verses 7 and 8?  

Q: How can you be someone who “sows to please the Spirit”? (vs. 8-9) How are you reaping to 
please the Spirit in your specific set of God-given circumstances? 

Q: What is this “doing good” sowing? (v 10).  Who are all people?  How is this a mission-minded 
verse? (cf. Matthew 9:37) Who are the people you need to show love to (especially in the 
church)? (cf.4:5)  How have these verses motivated you to “do good to all people”?  Are there 
any particular changes the Spirit is moving you to make? 

Only New Creation Counts (6:11-18)  

Q: Why is it that the more mature you become in your faith that the less worthy you feel to be a 
child of God?  Or why is often the opposite true; the less mature your faith is the more you think 
you are worthy of being God’s child?  What are you boasting about?  What, at bottom, is the 
reason that you think you are in a right relationship with God? 

Q: How have you grow to love God through reading and reflecting on Galatians?  What 
do you look for to see if the word of Galatians is bearing fruit in your life?  How does this 
passage give you insight to that question?  If you had to sum up the message of the 
whole book of Galatians in a few words, what would you say? 

Q: What is the rule of verse 16? Why is this rule so crucial?  In which areas of your life are 
you knowing the peace of living by the gospel? In which are you forfeiting this peace by 
living for the world’s approval? 

Q; What is the evil thing Paul calls the readers to avoid? (vs.12-13) What is the motive of 
the Judaizers? T  In what ways do you avoid pokes to win strokes?  Why are the 
temptations of the fear of rejection and the love of praise so dangerous for a Christ 
follower? Why is it impossible to be proud at the foot of the cross? What do you look for 
to see if the word of Galatians is bearing fruit in your life? 

Q: What is the good thing Paul calls his reads to follow? (vs.14-15)  What is the new 
creation?  Why is circumcision or lack of nothing?  What does it mean to boast in the 
cross? Why is the cross garbage to the world?  How is the world garbage to you?  How 
do you treasure the cross?  How does the cross change what you boast in? 

Q: How did Paul bear the marks of his own cross carrying? (v.17) Their message was to 
avoid blood on self and embarrassment. How do you carry your cross? How does 
following Christ become of cure for the fear of man and the praise of man?  Do you 
need to repent of self-exaltation and glory in Christ exaltation? 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GALATIANS 1: ANOTHER GOSPEL & PAUL’S 
APOSTOLIC DEFENSE 
Q: Where is Galatia? (cf. Acts 16:6; 1 Corinthians 16:1) What is Paul’s connection to this church? 
Central Asia Minor on the north side of the Mediterranean Sea. In modern day Turkey. It was a 
province of the Roman Empire. What right does Paul have to write the Galatian church? 

Q: What do you know about this letter? What makes this letter alive? When you read Galatians 
you hear the living words of Christ. 

ANOTHER GOSPEL 
Salutations: Grace to You and Glory to God (1:1-5) 

Q: Who is Paul? (v.1) A man. A Jew. From Jerusalem. A scholar. Changed by Christ on the 
Damascus road (cf. Acts 9). What is his job? He is an apostle. He is sent by one greater than him 
(John 13:16) Who has given him this job? Not man, but Christ. How does his job separate him with 
his fellow brothers? He is an apostle and his authority is from Christ. His letter of recommendation 
and commissioning comes from Christ and is inspired by the Holy Spirit (cf. 2:8; Ephesians 2:20; 
Matthew 10:40; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Corinthians 8:9). What are the roles of the apostles in the 
Scripture? They speak and serve on the authority of Christ as eyewitnesses of Christ. What is Paul’s 
place in redemptive history? 

Q: Is Jesus the master of your life? Do you submit to His authoritative words? What proof is there of 
this in your life? How would you like to respond to this letter as you read it? How is Paul a spiritual 
cupid in love with Christ? 

Q: When do you find it hardest to accept the authority of apostolic New Testament teaching? 
Why? 

Q: How is the gospel on display from the very first verse of this letter? Jesus has authority from his 
Father and he raised him from the dead. 

Q: How does the message he preach bind him with his fellow brothers? (v.2) He is one with all the 
believers in Galatia. He is no different. Who are all the brothers? The believers. Paul is calling for 
unity among the brothers. Who is this letter to specifically? The churches of Galatia. Many 
churches. 

Q: How does grace come to us and glory go to God? (vs.3-5) By Christ crucified. How is the whole 
book of Galatians summed up in verses three and four? Paul will share in this letter two things: 1) 
Defend the true gospel, and 2) Share how a follower of Christ can live different than the world 
because he is in Christ. How is your life a means of grace from God and glory to God? 

Q: What does it means to be delivered from the present evil age? (v.4; John 17:15; 2 Corinthians 
4:4) Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 6:5; Luke 11:20; 2 Corinthians 5:17) To not be controlled by the world 
as it is. Sin has such a great grip on us in this world. Satan is loose and blinds many and keeps 
people as slaves to sin. How are we delivered? 1) Change of heart. No love the same things 2) 
Change of mind. Not think the same things (cf. 2 Timothy 4:10; Romans 12:2). 

Q: How do you set your heart and minds on the kingdom come? How is there great freedom in 
this? How does Paul and the apostles give us an example to set our hearts and minds on Christ? 

Problem in Galatia: Another Gospel from False Teachers (1:6-9)  
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Q: Who are the Galatians deserting? (v.6) They are deserting Paul’s teachings and the gospel. 
Who are they turning to? (v.6) They are turning to another gospel. How or why to people turn 
away from the gospel? Why is this so astonishing to Paul? They are turning away from God. They 
are turn turning away from grace (cf. 5:4; 3:1). 

Q: What is the gospel? How would you explain the gospel to someone who asked you 
today what you believe? The gospel is what God did in Christ. Jesus died, was buried 
and rose again. He alone is the redeemer and sufficient sacrifice for the sin of mankind 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 15:1-3). There is no other gospel than the one that Paul preached. How 
many gospels are there? One. There is no other. What would make it a “different 
gospel”? (vs.6-7; cf. 2 Corinthians 11:4; 1 Timothy 1:3) Anything that distorts (adds or 
subtracts) from the message of Christ. It is the gospel “and” (addition to) or the gospel 
“or” (subtraction from). What kind of false gospel are common today? All roads lead to 
heaven (universalism). Health and Wealth (prosperity gospel). Gospel and entertainment 
or information (marketing the gospel). 

Q: How should we treat one who preaches a false gospel? (vs.8-9) He should be 
accursed. Rejecting the gospel leaves one under a divine curse. What does it mean to 
be accursed? Anathema is to be cut off from God (cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:9) What would 
you imagine this to be like? Torment and horrible unendingness (1 Corinthians 16:22).  

Q: Why is the wrath of God revealed in Scripture? To create within us a holy fear and 
calm us from our swagger and cockiness. Why will understanding the true gospel 
produce anger at false “gospels”? 

Q: What kind of angel is Paul referring to? (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:14) There are a few 
possibilities it could be a demon (fallen angel) or a false teacher or messenger in the 
church promoting and erroneous gospel. Where did this false gospel originate? It sprung 
up from within the church, not outside. How serious is Paul about these false teachers 
and the false gospel? He is so in love for the gospel and he is so concerned for those who 
do not embrace it. Who is someone you need to share this kind of love and concern to? 
How can you protect ourselves and your churches from false teaching and another 
gospel? Sticking to the written word of God. Loving doctrine. Be accountable to one 
another. 

Q: How do you need to embrace the gospel today? Why is it important to rehearse the 
gospel often, if not daily? How important is gospel truth to you? How is this shown in your 
life? 

PAUL’S APOSTOLIC DEFENSE (PART 1) 
God’s Approval Rather than Man’s (1:10)  

Q: Who does a servant of God seek to please? (v.10) God. Why do servants often get 
distracted from this? There is a constant pull or temptation to please men out of 
performance or praise. How did Christ exemplify this in his life and ministry? 

Q: Why do Paul’s words that come before this verse not win him friends or influence 
many people? (cf. vs. 6-9) 

Q: Does Paul aim to displease people? Yes. Why or why not? It is good to please people, 
but it is not the highest good (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:31-33; Romans 15:2). Pleasing people 
can lead them to salvation. 
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Q: What does it look like to please man? What does it look like to displease man? Is all 
man-pleasing wrong? When is it alright? 

Q: What does it look like to please God? What does it look like to displease God? What 
doesn’t it mean to please God?  

Q: What most pleases God? Hearing and heeding His words. Tim Keller says, “The 
Christian is assured of God’s love and approval. God is pleased with us in Christ. So the 
Christian longs to obey God, not for himself, so that God will save him, but out of 
gratitude to God, who he knows has already saved him. And so Paul lives as a “servant 
of Christ” (v 10). God’s approval liberates us to live in a way which God approves of. The 
gospel is both a powerful assurance, and a powerful motivation to live in radical 
obedience. We do not live God’s way in order to become His children, but out of 
gratitude that we are already God’s children.” Galatians For You(pp. 22-23). The Good 
Book Company. Why is pleasing God your most highest pleasure? How is pleasing God 
alone most freeing? Pleasing others is a never ending frustration because everyone have 
competing desires. To please one master who has clear expectations is liberating. How is 
pleasing God freeing as a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, employee, 
pastor or missionary? 

Q: How could you live your life so that people would respect and praise God more 
because of you? How are you most tempted to fear men and seek their approval? What 
would change if, in those moments, you lived to please the God who is pleased with 
you? 

Called by God: A Story of Grace (1:11-24)  

Q: What makes people defensive? Why is Paul so defensive? (cf. v.7) His call is being 
challenged. Some in Galatia think Paul’s apostleship does not measure up to the 
apostles back in Jerusalem. There are false teachers in Galatia. They call into question 
Paul’s apostleship and therefore the gospel he is preaching. They think they have the 
true gospel because they are Jewish Christians from the home hub in Jerusalem. How 
does Paul defend apostleship? 

Q: What is the difference between verse one and twelve? Where did Paul get both the 
gospel and his call? Both the gospel and his apostleship is from God (cf. 1 Corinthians 
11:23; 15:3; Acts 22:14). They both stand together (vs.11-12). No man made it up. It 
originated from God. It don’t square with normal human thinking. How is the gospel 
obviously an origination of God? (cf. Romans 2:16) What makes the Galatians gospel a 
man centered gospel? It is based on opinions and ethnic religious background. Which 
gospel appeals to you the most? Does your gospel look like it is more from man or God?  

Q: What proof does Paul have that his gospel and call from God is true? (vs.13-24) What 
makes the true gospel greater than any other living philosophy? As C.S. Lewis once said: 
“Christianity must be from God, for who else could have thought it up?” 

Q: How does Paul begin with common ground? (vs.13-14)  

Q: Why was Paul share his conversion story from a zealous against the church? (vs.13, 
22-24) He is a 180-degree turn from Christian killer to dying to self for Christ. When is the 
last time you shared your testimony with others? 
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Q: How is Paul’s conversion and call a complete work of God not the other apostles? (vs. 
15-17; (cf. Acts 9:15) Jesus came to Paul on the Damascus road changed him and 
commissioned him. How do you give glory to God in your conversion and call? 

Q: Where did Paul study and with whom? (v.17) He went to Arabia for three years. When 
did he visit the apostles? (vs. 18-22) He then went to visit (only 15-days) and go on his 
way. The churches didn’t know him in Judea. He had no work there. Paul’s call was 
independent of the apostles (man), but from God. Why would Paul name drop? He 
wanted to make sure that the church who that his story checked out with Peter, James, 
and the churches of Judea. How does Paul’s message squared with the one the other 
apostles received from the risen Lord? (cf. Luke 24:45-49) 

Q: How does Paul’s defense of his authority and call echo that of Jesus’ own defense of 
his authority and call? 

Q: Do you ever find yourself thinking you deserve God’s grace? What prompts you to 
think this way? How does the gospel of grace free you from pride and from guilt? In what 
ways can you see how God worked in your life before your conversion, to equip you to 
serve Him after it? 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GALATIANS 2: PAUL’S APOSTOLIC DEFENSE 
(PART 2) 
Big Guns Got Paul’s Back: Gospel Unity (2:1-10)  

Q: What kind of things cause disunity in the church? How does the gospel bring unity? 

Q: What kind of authority does Paul have? (see chapter 1) Now that Paul establishes his 
authority? Is there unity with the other apostles? 

Q: When did Paul go? After 14-years after his first visit (vs.1-2).  Where was he going? He was 
going to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles there. Who was he going with? Barnabas and Titus. 
What do you know about these men? Barnabas was his ministry partner. Titus is exhibit-A. He is a 
Greek. He is uncircumcised. He is an illustration of freedom in Christ. Why would he meet 
privately with the apostles not publicly? What is his purpose in going to Jerusalem? 1) That he not 
run in vain. Paul did not want the ministry of the gospel to be stifled. 2) He was going by 
revelation. He went because Christ told him to go, not because he questioned his calling. What 
are the implications of these verses for us? 1) Deal with disagreements upfront and forthright. 
Confront freely issues that are harmful to the church. Risk what Paul risked. 2) Care deeply about 
doctrinal disunity. It would send us to prayer and study and healthy discussion with one another. 
Divisions matter. 

Q: Who are these false brothers? They are Judiazers. What is a Judiazer? (vs.3-5) It is a Jewish 
believer who added Jewish requirements to the Christians faith (i.e. circumcision, Jewish feasts, 
etc.). How did the Judiazers challenge Paul’s apostleship and the gospel? They said his authority 
is not like the other apostles in Jerusalem. Juduazers are false brothers. They do not represent the 
apostles in Jerusalem. He does not hold his Jewish-ness. The false brothers are in a sense saying 
‘Not all Jewish people are Christians, but all Christians must become Jewish.’ Why might the 
apostles in Jerusalem be in touch with the issues that are confronting Paul? The apostles in 
Jerusalem are surrounded by Jews while Paul is surrounded by Gentiles. Why does Paul bring in 
the illustration of Titus? He is an uncircumcised Greek. He is not giving into their demand of 
circumcision. How does this example show that the gospel is at stake? The freedom they have in 
Christ is threatened (v.4) and the truth of the gospel is at stake of being preserved (v.5). The 
gospel would not be good news when it is the gospel “and” something else. The gospel brings 
freedom. Paul won’t compromise the gospel by requiring circumcision for all believers, especially 
Greeks. The gospel is about faith in Christ alone. Have there been times in your life when you 
have begun to think that your performance counts toward your salvation? What caused you to 
think this way? What are the “nice” and “proper” attitudes that your culture and upbringing has 
taught you? How could you add these on to belief in Christ as an expectation for other 
Christians? 

Q: How would you describe Paul’s meeting with the apostles in Jerusalem? (vs.6-10) The apostles 
gave their approval of his ministry and apostleship. What does it mean that the apostles does 
not anything to him? (v.6) Paul preserves his independence from the other apostles. His 
apostleship is from Jesus alone not the apostles in Jerusalem (cf. 1:12). Who has Paul’s back? (v.
9) Peter, James and John. There is unity between him and the other apostles. What does it mean 
that these men are pillars? How did they show it? They gave Paul the right hand of fellowship. 
What does the right hand of fellowship mean for Paul? It meant freedom to him. It meant 
advancement of the gospel. Paul had the same Caller (Jesus), but different calling (to Gentiles) 
than the apostles (to Jews).  
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Q: How does God ultimately have Paul’s back? (v.8) God worked in him and for him. If God 
worked this way for Paul how does he work for you and have your back?  

Q: What is the one thing the Jerusalem apostles asked Paul to do? (v.10) Remember the poor. 
How did Paul respond? He was eager to do it (Acts 24:17). How did this meeting with Paul and 
the apostles unify the church rather than split it? Can you think of examples of churches not 
prizing gospel unity sufficiently; or pursuing institutional unity at the expense of gospel truth? 

Q: How is Paul one with and separate from the other apostles in Jerusalem? They were one in 
the gospel message. They were separate in the way they received their call to apostleship. How 
does God preserve the gospel despite the divisions of men? From before creation God had set 
his son as the redeemer of mankind. Throughout human history God has secured his plan from 
Adam to Noah to Abraham to Moses to the Prophets to Jesus. Since Jesus no movement inside 
or outside the church has been able to thwart the plan of God. The gospel has remained.  

Q: What does this passage mean for missions? The unity of the gospel is secure and the gospel is 
for all the world, Jew and Greek. The gospel is for all people of all cultures. Why are you grateful 
for the freedom that the gospel brings to all people everywhere? 

Paul Takes on Peter: Out of Synch with the Gospel (2:11-14)  

Q: Who is Cephas? Peter the Apostle. His name means “rock”. What did Paul do to Cephas? (v.
11) Paul opposed Peter to his face. He is not following Peter’s coattails, but is independent. Why 
would be oppose Peter or call him a hypocrite? Peter had a temporary lapse of behavior in 
which he stepped out of line with the gospel. 

Q: How do we see Peter enjoying his freedom in the gospel? (v.12) He is eating with the Gentiles. 
This is a huge step for his as a Christian form a Jewish background. Why would this have been a 
radical thing for a Jewish Christian to do? (cf. Acts 10:1-11:18) How does Peter change his mind? 
He was afraid of the men of James—the pastor in Jerusalem—came to Antioch. When they 
came Peter withdrew form fellowshipping with the Gentiles. He was defending his cultural pride 
to his Jewish comrades, but excluding himself from genuine believes who did not share his 
cultural heritage. Why would Peter be afraid of these men? It is unknown in the text. Some think 
Peter is afraid that he might lose his status and respect in the church in Jerusalem and the 
conservative party there. Are there people in your church you have not been “eating with” 
because they are not “like you”? What self-righteousness lies beneath this attitude? How could 
you motivate yourself, and other Christians, less with guilt and more with the gospel? 

Q: How does this action condemn Peter before others and God? (v.13) He does what is 
hypocritical to his own beliefs, teachings from Jesus and the gospel message. What lesson of 
leadership do you see here in Peter? What a leader does everyone does, including Barnabas. 
Peters actions speak louder than his words. What do Peter and Paul have in common? They hold 
true to the gospel. They are both apostles. They are both passionate for Jesus and the church. 
How does Paul’s confrontation help them both as leaders? 

Q: How does Paul rebuke Peter? (v.14) It is inconsistent with the gospel. It is inconsistent with your 
faith. Paul’s basic line is: God did not have fellowship with you on the basis of your race and 
culture (v 15). Though you were good and devout, your race and customs had nothing to do 
with it (v 16). Therefore, how can you have fellowship on the basis of race and culture (v 14)?
How are the Jerusalem and Antioch situations connected? 1) “Compelled” (v.3, 14) 2) “Truth of 
the gospel.” (v.5, 14) The gospel is at stake because there is a temptation to add things to the 
gospel, particularly Jewish cleansing rituals. What things do people commonly add to the gospel 
in your culture or nation?  How does the gospel eradicate racism and cultural barriers? 
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Q: What in Peter was out of synch with the gospel? 1) Fear (cf. 1 Timothy 3:7). Peter has greater 
fear of the opinion of men rather than the truth of God. The gospel says I am for you and not 
against you. 2) Hypocrisy. Peter is not firm in his convictions related to the gospel. He does not 
stand up for the truth. 3) legalism. Peter was compelled to meet some standard of behavior 
before he could please God. When in reality faith alone pleases God (cf. v. 22). Which of these is 
a temptation for you? How are you walking out of synch with the gospel? If you were in this text 
would you side more with Peter or Paul? Why? How will you fight fear, hypocrisy and legalism in 
your life and ministry? 

PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL (PART 1) 

Justification by Faith: Dead to the Law, Alive to God (2:15-21)  

Q: What is “justified by faith”? “To ‘justify’ in the Bible means … to declare … of a man on trial, 
that he is not liable to any penalty, but is entitled to all the privileges due to those who have kept 
the law. Justifying is the act of a judge pronouncing the opposite sentence to condemnation—
that of acquittal and legal immunity.” (J.I. Packer, God’s Words, pgs.139-140) How is that phrase 
central to the Christian faith? (v.15) It a nutshell this is the gospel. It is the means by becoming 
“clean” or in favor with God. Why would Paul use the term justification rather than another 
word? Paul wants to make it clear which is the pathway to salvation. Nothing we can do can 
cleanse ourselves from sin, Christ only cleanses sin. Why don’t works save or clean a man? Self-
righteousness or law-observance is not enough to clean a man from his sins. The little good that I 
do on my own is not good. My motives (attitudes and actions) are often warped or twisted. I am 
not good. The only good I have is that which Christ gives to me. Man needs another’s 
righteousness, namely Christ’s. How do verse 15 and 16 continue Paul’s unity with Peter? They 
are unified theologically and spiritually. Theologically, Peter and Paul know that works are not 
the way to get right with God (v.15). Experientially: Peter and Paul both believe in the freedom 
of Christ (v.16). What was the situation between Paul and Peter? (see 2:11-14) When Peter 
refrained from eating with Gentiles, Paul reminded him of what he had learned through 
revelation (Acts 11:8-10; 15:8-9), that in Christ we are “clean” namely circumcision and food 
rules. 

Q:What does the word “sinners” mean or not mean? (v.15) Paul does not mean that Jews are 
not sinners. Paul and Peter are kosher law-abiding Jews. The Gentiles are not, but break kosher 
laws daily. Who is calling who a sinner? The Judiazers, or James people, are calling Peter and 
Paul sinners for eating with the Gentiles. 

Q: What does Paul mean by his question? (v.17) Paul admits that Peter and the Jewish Christians 
seek justification in Christ. He also admits that they become sinners. How does Paul accept 
being a sinner? When a Jew trusts in Christ he experiences freedom and can become a sinner in 
the eyes on the Judiazers. Why is it not sin to be a “sinner” in this text? The people from James 
call them sinners for eating with the Gentiles, but Paul doesn’t say that this freedom is sin. Are 
there things that people call sin that are not sin? 

Q: What did Paul tear down that was in danger of being rebuilt? (v.18) He tore down the law as 
the Pharisees and Judiazers constructed it. What is the purpose of the law? It was given by God 
to Moses as a path of righteousness for God’s people. It was never a means of salvation, but 
faith and obedience in God’s righteousness is the way to salvation. What did the Pharisees and 
Judiazers make of (or make more of) in the law? They moralized it. They made it a list of steps to 
climb to gain favor with God. They made it a way to work to God. Legalism. Why would Paul 
transgress the law if he were to rebuild this type of law? He would make the law something God 
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did not attend it to be. It is a pathway not a ladder to God. To erect law makes you a 
transgressor. You get furtherer away from God when you construct obedience to law as your 
salvation. It is as if Paul asks, “Why would I rebuild that which Christ came to destroy?” How 
would you explain the difference between being moral and being a Christian to someone who 
thinks being good makes them acceptable to God? 

Q: How did Paul die to the law? (v.19; cf. Romans 6:2; 7:4) He did not mean that we no longer 
need to obey the law. He died to the law’s condemnation. In Christ he is free. He is saying that 
he has died to legalism of the law because it brought him frustration rather than freedom. He 
died to the old Paul who lived to please himself rather than God. Is Paul saying it is not necessary 
to obey the law? No. One would not know what sin is if there was no law. One would not know if 
he would be able to keep the law if there was no law. How did Paul die to seeking salvation-by-
law-keeping “through the law”? Paul tried to obey the law. He made a living at it, but he 
realized he couldn't keep it. How does this verse help you or a believer to view life? How are 
most people trying to live to the law rather than to God? How can you view life as to God rather 
than to the law? 

Q: What does it mean to die to law and live to God? (v.20) What image does Paul give to teach 
this? The cross is the the image of my ugly sin, but it is also the display of God grace and my 
hope to live. Self cannot live at the foot of the cross. How have you died with Christ? How does 
Christ live in you? (cf. Colossians 1:27) How is being a Christian about death? It is about the 
death of Jesus on the cross and the death of myself daily in Christ. Through death I live. How is 
death our hope? Working to gain favor with God by obeying the law is hopeless, but having 
faith in Christ who wholly obeyed the law to gain favor with God is my hope. How does this verse 
hold life-changing implications for you? 

Q: What does it mean to nullify the grace of God? (v.21) Christ will do everything for you, or 
nothing. You cannot combine merit and grace. How is Christ’s death purposeless if righteousness 
were possible through the law? If justification is by the law in any way, Christ’s death is 
meaningless in history and meaningless to you personally. If we could save ourselves, Christ’s 
death is pointless, and means nothing. If we realize we cannot save ourselves, Christ’s death will 
mean everything to us. How is Christ’s death everything to you? What difference does this make 
to your love for Him and your actions in life? 
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GALATIANS 3: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 2) 

Spirit’s Presence and Faith’s Effectiveness (3:1-5)  

Q: How does 5:5 feed into 3:1-5? We have confidence when we stand before Jesus we will hear 
“righteous”, which is only by faith in Christ not works. How is this really the main point of the whole 
letter to Galatia? 

Q: What’s with all the questions in verses 1 to 5? 

Q: What makes the Galatia’s so foolish? (vs.1-3) They believed in Christ crucified alone, but now 
they act as if some one has put a spell (bewitched, hypnotizes) on them or their behavior is as a 
drunk. They are foolish for following the Judiazers. They contradict the work of Christ on the cross 
and the work of the Spirit in their lives. How are we as foolish as the Galatia’s? We are foolish 
when we think our works (food, circumcision, etc.) saves us. (cf.5:11) We cannot add anything to 
the cross. It is the death nail of our pride and the life to our hope. How does the cross kill us and 
cure us? How are many bewitched today or appear foolish? 

Q: How do verses 1-3 give a clear picture of how we came to Christ? How does this relate to 
your own story of coming to faith in Christ? How did the message of Christ crucified move you? 

Q:  How are verses 2-4 a commentary on Galatians 2:20? The Spirit helps us to die to self and the 
law and become alive to Christ. 

Q: How do we start in the Christian journey? (v.2) We receive the Spirit by faith. What is the 
relationship between becoming a Christian and getting the Holy Spirit? It is the same thing. 
Romans 8:9. If you do not have the Spirit you are not a Christian. If you are a Christian you are 
given the Holy Spirit. What evidence we got the Holy Spirit? 1) miracles in your midst, like Jesus 
worked (v.5, cf. Matthew 14:2; 1 Cor. 12:6; 2 Thess. 2:9), 2) Your  well up within a cry to the Father 
because you know you  (4:6, cf. Romans 8:15), 3) A transformed life of love (5:22). How do you 
receive the Spirit? By faith in Christ given to you by God. What kind of false evidence can their 
be to the Spirit in a person? Satan gives false fruit (2 Thess. 2:9; Matthew 7). We can fake fruit for 
a while. Why are you grateful for the indwelling Spirit of God? How do beginning in the Spirit and 
continuing in the Spirit relate? We not only get the Holy Spirit at salvation, but the Holy Spirit is our 
means for spiritual growth after salvation. We are not only saved by the gospel, but we also now 
grow by the gospel. Are you in danger of forgetting that the gospel is the source of your 
ongoing acceptance? How, and why? 

Q: How are faith and the Spirit related and flesh and works related? (vs.2-3) The Spirit comes by 
faith and works are done in the flesh. What is the difference between flesh and spirit according 
to the Bible? The flesh is usually human effort and the Spirit is divine help. What does it mean to 
be perfected by the flesh? (v.3) It is about sanctifying in faith. We are all striving to “complete” 
ourselves—to make ourselves acceptable to God. We are not only justified by faith in Christ, we 
are also sanctified by faith in Christ. What kind of projects or personal goals did you have before 
you knew Christ that made you feel “complete”?Why is it heresy to say, “God helps those who 
help themselves”? The Spirt makes room for God to work where you cannot. Are your greatest 
accomplishments the works you have done in you or Christ in you? 

Q: The key issue of these verses is trust. Do you trust the Spirit at work in you to grow you faith? 
What evidence is there of this in your life? Think of a sin that you regularly commit. What are you 
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worshipping more than Jesus that causes you to decide to disobey Him? How will you replace 
that false savior with your true Savior next time you’re tempted? 

Abraham’s Faith and Faith’s Effectiveness (3:6-9)  

Q: What do you know about the story of Abraham and the faith of Abraham? Why is Abraham’s 
story important to Scripture and important to me? What was the promise and blessing given to 
Abraham? 

Q: Why would Paul use the example of Abraham? Remember, Paul is countering the claims of 
the Judaizers teachers, who say: It’s great that you have faith in Christ; now, to remain 
acceptable to God, you need to live as Jews. And the father of the Jews is Abraham. Paul is 
saying: The father-founder of the Jewish people would agree with me. 

Q: Where is verse 6 quoted from? Genesis 15:6. What makes a person a son of Abraham? Faith. 
1) It does not mean I have to be a physical descendant (cf. 3:29; Roman 9:6-7). 2) It is about 
being the same as Abraham (John 8:39ff), especially his faith. 3) It means being an heir of 
Abraham’s promise (cf. 3:29). Does this text exclude any person, people group or nation? 
Absolutely not. How are you like Abraham? 

Q: How verses 7 and 9 the key to this text and passage? It is all about faith. How is faith a 
precondition for enjoying life forever with God? Without faith—given by God—one cannot enjoy 
God in this life or the afterlife. 

Q: Where is verse 8 quoted from? Genesis 12:3. What makes a person blessed like Abraham? 
Faith. How is the foundational promise for Israel a promise to us (non-Jews) too? All the families of 
the earth (or nations) will be blessed in Abraham. Jews were created for the world to bless the 
world. Does this include sonship for us too? Yes (cf. Genesis 17:1-4), Abraham is the father of a 
multitude of nations. What are the blessings or benefits of faith? We have an inheritance of 
justification. Also, we see later that we have the gift of the Holy Spirit to secure our salvation (cf. 
3:14; 6:8)  How has God had in His plan to justify all people or all nations not just Israel? Why is this 
a blessed promise for you? 

Q: How is fear the opposite of faith? How does faith erase fear? 1) Fear of facing a holy God. 2) 
Fear of death. 

Q: Are you a child of Abraham? How does this text cause your faith to grow? What are the faith 
strength truth in this passage? 

Law’s Curse and Works Ineffectiveness (3:10-14)  

Q: What is a blessing and a curse? These are opposites. Blessed is to be given God. Curse is to be 
without God. How do you know if you are under God’s blessing or curse? (v.10) If you live by the 
law. If you cannot obey the law or satisfy its every demand, you are under its curse.  Those who 
are of the works are under the curse of the law. What does it mean to live by of the works of the 
law? It is to rely upon the law to bring happiness, fulfillment, even save. That is the base of 
legalism. The law tried to be fulfilled on your own effort (cf. 2:15ff). How are the works of law and 
faith like oil and water? How is legalism against the law?  Where is the quoted verse from? (cf. 
Deuteronomy 27:26) How are we bent towards legalism rather than faith? How are we like the 
Judiazers or Pharisees. What do I live by? What is my life based on? What, if I lost it, would make 
me feel as if I had no life left? 
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Q: Why is no one justified by the law? (v.11) No one obeys it and righteousness comes by faith. 
How is the phrase, “The righteous shall live by faith” a theme of salvation in Scripture? (cf. 
Romans 1:17; Hebrews 10:38; Habakkuk 2:4) Why are works in themselves ineffective? 

Q: How is the law to be obeyed? (v.12) Not by works, but by faith (cf. Leviticus 18:5; Rom. 10:5). 

Q: How did Christ redeem us from the curse of the law? (v. 13; cf. 4:5; Revelation 22:3; 2 Peter 
2:1) He fulfilled the law. He trusted his Father perfectly. How did Christ become a curse for us? He 
went to the cross and died (cf. Deuteronomy 21:23; 2 Corinthians 5:21). He went to the cross, not 
you. He was treated like a sinner, even like sin. How, then, can we escape the curse and enjoy 
the blessing promised to the nations? (cf. v 8) Of course, it is all because of what Jesus did. What 
is the substitutionary death of Christ? The death Jesus dies we should have died. He became the 
curse so that we could become righteous. He became the curse for us. How do these verses 
teach this? How does having righteousness credited to us change the way we see ourselves? 
Our Christian lives? Jesus Christ? 

Q: How does Jesus death open the way of salvation to all people, not just Jews? (v.14) The 
promise of blessings spills over from God’s people Israel to all nations of the world. This fulfills 
God’s promise to Abraham. What is the greatest blessing of faith? The Holy Spirit. Which truth in 
Galatians 3:13-14 excites you most today? 

Q: Why do you do what you do? Who gets the credit? What proof is there in your life that you 
believe God?  How is your life a battle of faith? 

The Law doesn’t Void the Promise (3:15-18)  

Q: What are common pacts that are part of our normal daily life? What is a pact or 
covenant? What is the purpose of such covenants? 

Q: What is the example given in verse 15? A will and testament. How does this pact relate to 
Abraham? God made this kind of pact or covenant with Abraham. On human terms, once a will 
is duly and legally made, we consider it binding no matter what changes in conditions may 
occur. So it is with God’s promises. What is the covenant that God made with Abraham? (see: 
Genesis 12:1-2; 15:1-6) How do the details of God’s covenant-making ceremony with Abram 
encourage you? 

Who did God make the promise to? Abraham (v.16). Who is the seed or offspring? Christ. Why? 
He is a Jew. He was a man of faith. Christ’s death and resurrection is our redemption. Faith in him 
we are heirs of the promise (cf. 3:29) Why is it singular offspring not plural offsprings? Think of it like 
team and teams. Team means many but teams is more. Or think of it like seed or seeds. (cf. 
Romans 4:18; 9:7) In Genesis 21:12, offspring is Isaac, no one else. It is a limited line. God has 
choose a person among others. There is a narrowing down a a unified person or idea. How do 
you see Jesus all over this verse and therefore all over the covenant with Abraham? How is Jesus 
the promise? 

Q: What is the covenant that came 430 years later? It was the covenant that God gave to 
Moses on Mount Sinai. What do you know about God’s covenant with Moses? They are similar to 
the Abrahamic law. The only major addition was a sacrificial system which foreshadowed a 
greater sacrifice. 

Q: What is the difference between the covenants God gave to Abraham and Moses? Little. The 
coming of the law doesn't change the very nature of God’s promise to Abraham that there 
would be a supernatural intervention, by grace, to provide blessing.  The law of Moses cannot 
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turn God’s promise to Abraham into something other than what it is—a promise. How are they 
the same and complimentary covenants? They are both established and initiated by God. They 
are not based on the works of men, but the promise of God. Moses’ covenant is a continuation 
of Abraham’s covenant, but given in a new era (Deuteronomy 7:12-13). They are both made 
possible by grace by faith not of works (Exodus 14:31; Numbers 14:11; 20:21; Deuteronomy 1:32). 
The Mosaic law is an unpacking of the requirements of the Abrahamic covenant How is 
obedience conditional for both covenants? Obedience that that comes from faith is necessary, 
not legalism. How does God not contradiction or change his covenants? If the law of Moses 
came as a way of salvation, then it means that God had changed His mind. It would mean that 
God had decided that we didn’t need a Savior, and that He would give out His blessing on the 
basis of performance, not promise. Why is this so important? If the law saved there would be no 
need for Jesus as Savior. Salvation based on performance or works is not a free gift of grace. 
Law cannot co-exist with the promise. When are you most tempted to look to your own efforts to 
make yourself acceptable to God? What makes you feel proud of yourself? How are we 
Christians dependent upon the promise(s) of God like Israel? 

Q: How do these text show the conditional aspect of the covenants? (see: Genesis 22:16-18; 
26:4-5; 18:19) God sees Abrahams obedience of faith. Paul has established that we are saved, 
justified, redeemed only by faith in Christ, and not through any righteousness of our own.  If we 
are “free from the law”, does that mean we don’t have to obey the law of God? If I am always 
saved only by Christ’s performance and not my own, why should I strive to live a holy life? Do I 
have any obligation to keep God’s law, and why? What is my relationship as a Christian to 
God’s law? 

Q: How do verses 16 and 18 help us know ‘who’ the promises is? The promises is by Jesus not by 
keeping the law. How is the inheritance by Christ—the promise?  How would Christ’s death and 
resurrection be meaningless if redemption was possible by law-keeping? 

The Purpose of the Law (3:19-22)  

Q: Why do you make rules?  Give examples of rules you have made and why? 

Q: Who gave the law? God gave it. 

Q: Why then the law? (v.19,22) First, the law was added for the sake of transgressions.  It shuts up 
the world in sin.  It reveals man’s sin. It makes sin visible.  It puts a spot light on our sin.  It increases 
trespasses and rebellion (cf. v.19; Romans 5:20; 4:15).  God gives the law take hidden sin and 
makes it open deliberate rebellion (cf. Romans 7:5).  Apart from the law we are utterly self-
centered and the law reveals our self-centeredness and sin desires to justify itself by obeying the 
law (it becomes a vehicle for self-righteousness).  Second, the law causes the inheritance to be 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  The law is to draw us to faith in Christ.  What happens if you do not know 
why God gave the law?  (cf. Romans 9:32)  You die. Don’t pursue the law in the wrong way. Do 
not pursue it by works, but by faith. Moral effort can be a mortal sin.  How is legalism so subtle yet 
so destructive? (Romans 10:3) It ultimately causes us to focus on self rather than God.  

Q: What is the good news in the law?  The purpose of the law is to hold us in sin, until Christ 
comes.  God gives us grace in Jesus Christ.  He puts the law within us by Christ (Deuteronomy 
30:6; Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 36:26; Romans 8:4). The Spirit of Christ enables the child of God to 
obey the requirements of the law.  Why can’t the law make people alive? And why does the 
law hold us in sin? (cf. Romans 8:3-4) When the law came it came to dead and sinful people.  It 
was not accompanied by the Holy Spirit.  The defect is not in the law, but it is in man. The law 
compounds sin because man is rule by the flesh not the Spirit (cf. Romans 8:7; Deuteronomy 
29:4; 31:26). 
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Q: How much time did God devote to the law? Over a thousand years of redemptive history 
was used to uncover the junk in the human heart.  How do you see the wisdom of God in the 
law and human history? How does the law and the history of Israel often mirror your own spiritual 
life?  How does this text help you deal with or stir up the muck of sin in your heart and allow Christ 
to cleanse it like a rain shower?  How does this text confront a venire of righteousness and 
celebrate the Righteous One? 

Q: How are you quick to embrace the law rather than Christ?  Why do you obey God’s law? Do 
you ever obey it for the wrong reasons? How does this text cause you to cherish Jesus Christ?    

The Law Leads Us to Christ (3:23-29)  

Q: What are some situations where people are held captive? What does it feel like to be 
captive?  What would freedom be like to one who is captive? 

Q: What does it mean to say “before faith came”? (v.23) In other words, “before Jesus 
came.”  How was Israel captive to the law?  (v.24) The law could not make the heart of 
Israel good.  It did not bring blessing to people.  The law did not bring with it faith. The 
were captive until faith would come. When God would take away their blindness and 
give them faith. How does the law often feel burdensome to you?  It feels burdensome 
where there is unbelief.  How can you welcome the law rather than shut it out? (cf. 1 
John 5:3; Psalm 119) 

Q: What two illustrations does Paul give to show us how the law works? (vs.23-25) First, the 
law is a guard. “Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until 
faith should be revealed” (v 23). Second, the law is a tutor, a paidagogos, under whose 
“supervision” (ie: tuition) we live. “The law was put in charge to lead us to Christ” (v 24). 
How do these illustrations help you understand how the law works? In both cases, the 
guard and the tutor remove freedom. In both cases, the relationship with the “law” is not 
intimate or personal; it is based on rewards and punishments. And in both cases, we are 
treated as children or worse. 

Q: What is the truth for parents here?  (v.24) Don’t just give them the law because they 
will rebel.  Give them things for the heart like: prayer, worship, mercy, love, and grace.  If 
you are a parent, how can you give your children both law and faith?  If you are a child, 
how can you receive law and faith from your parents?  Is it the design of child-rearing 
that when the child grows to maturity he or she then casts off all the values of the parent 
or guardian and lives in a totally different way? Explain, as it relates to Galatians 3. 

Q: What happened when Christ came?  (v.25) Faith has come.  What does it mean that 
faith has come?  By God’s grace a new redemptive era has begun and the people are 
characterized by their faith.  How is faith given to mankind?  It is given faith by the 
convicting and empowering work of the Holy Spirit.  What about those who came before 
faith? Those before Christ were justified by their faith not works (cf. Romans 4; Psalm 32; 
Hebrews 11).  How does this verse fulfill what God spoke about before Jesus? (cf. Ezekiel 
36, Jeremiah 24 and 31)   

Q: What is the promise to those who are in Christ? (vs. 26, 29)  All who are God’s children 
are heirs of everything that God owns.  What does it mean that we are sons of God? 
What does it mean that we are heirs?  Sons and heirs are both the blessings and promises 
given to Abraham.  How are we so unworthy to be a son or daughter, let alone guest of 
the God of the universe?  We have nothing, but God gave us a means to be with him 
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and have a piece of everything he has created.  How do you feel about being an 
adopted son of God? 

Q: How does being a son or heir of Christ put us all on the same level?  (vs.27-28) 
Religious or racial status, economic or social status, and sexual status have no standing 
before God.  These do not matter to God. What matters is if we are in Christ.  Why is this a 
powerful truth to understand for our society and church?  What barriers divide people in 
the area where you live? How are those broken down within your church; and what do 
you do to help this? 

Q: Why do you obey God’s law? Do you ever obey it for the wrong reasons?  Are you 
under the law? Why or why not?  No. We are free from it in Christ and lead by the Spirit 
(cf. 5:18).  Christ has set us free.  The law no longer has to be our burden or captive.  How 
can this help you read the Bible, pray and walk with God each day?  It should make 
these disciplines less duty (or burden) and more a delight (or blessed).  Think back to your 
conversion, or the first time you understood the gospel. How did your view of God’s law 
change? How do the law and gospel work together? In other words, why shouldn’t you 
bypass the law and go straight to the gospel?  We must never bypass the law and come 
straight to the gospel. To do so is to contradict the plan of God in biblical history.  The law 
helps us understand our need for the gospel.  How does knowing God’s law increase 
your gratitude to Christ?  How does that gratitude affect your walk with him? 
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GALATIANS 4: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 3) 

Don’t Go Back to Slavery (4:1-7)  

Q: What is a slave?  What would it feel like to be a slave?  What are some historical or modern 
day examples of slavery?  Why is slavery something we often detest? 

Q: What kind of spiritual slavery enslaves people?  What does it mean to be enslaved to sin?  
Why is spiritual slavery something we detest? Why do many Christians then go back to slavery 
rather than living in freedom?  How can spiritual slavery be so sly and seductive compared to 
living in freedom in Christ? 

Q: What do you learn about Jesus? (vs.4-5) First, He came to redeem man from sin (v.5). Second, 
He was able to redeem man because he was born of a woman (v.4). Third, He gives us full rights 
to be sons of God too (v.5). That is an underserved privilege. Christ remove the curse we 
deserved (3:13; 4:5a), but He also gives us the blessing He deserved (3:14; 4:5b). 

Q: What do you learn about the work of the Holy Spirit?  How is the work of the Son and Spirit 
compared? “God sent the Spirit” (v.6) parallels “God sent his Son” (v.4). The Son’s purpose was 
to secure for us the legal status of our sonship. By contrast, the Spirit’s purpose is to secure the 
actual experience of it. How do you see the Father, Son and Spirit working together here? The 
work of the Son is done externally to us, and is something we can have without feeling. But the 
work of the Spirit is done internally to us, and consists in us being completely moved by the love 
of the Father. 

Q: How do the the terms slavery and adoption compare and contrast? A son is no much 
different than a slave (v.1) and he is the subject of his guardian (v.2).  A slave and one adopted 
does no have rights of its own.  Is adoption something you experience as well as understand? 
What does Jesus’ example of the Prodigal son teach you about the two different kinds of 
slavery? One son is a slave to the world, while the other is a slave to the law. What is a child 
here? (vs.1, 3) One before the time of faith. What does sons mean? (v.6) It means that we have 
a privilege of being an heir of what God desires to give. It means one who is in Christ, adopted 
into the fellowship of God’s family.  How does being a son free you from slavery? (v.7) What does 
it mean to you that you are a son of God? How are you like a child who has inherited a wealthy 
estate?  Our inheritance is not a prize to be won. It is a gift from Christ. When are you most in 
danger of living as a slave, not a son?  How does that affect the way you live when you know 
you are God’s son and he is your Father?  Am I acting like a slave who is afraid of God, or like a 
child who is assured of my Father’s love? 

Don’t Go Back to Idolatry (4:8-11)  

Q: How can you turn back to idols since you know God and, more importantly, are known by 
God? We forget we are known by God.  Our knowing of God will rise and fall depending on 
many things. But God’s knowing of us is absolutely fixed and solid. Why is this an antidote to 
idolatry? The great and central basis of Christian assurance is not how much our hearts are set 
on God, but how unshakably His heart is set on us. 

Q:  Who were the Galatian enslaved to before? (v.8) Gods (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:5; 10:20) or also 
known as demons, enemies of God.  Galatian Christians are in danger of turning back to Jewish 
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legalism which formerly enslaved them. What does the Bible say about demons? What power 
and influence do demons have among Christians?  (vs. 3, 9) They have the power to turn back 
again Christians to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world or legal Jewish 
principles.  Why would a Christian listen to demons?   

Q: What is Paul referring to in verse 10? Jewish holidays that that Judiazers are laying on the new 
Christians. What is the demons connection to the law?  They influence peoples love for legalism. 
Legalism distracts people from the low and grace of God.  When rule keeping becomes peoples 
salvation they have won.  How do demons use the law to deceive us? We think we are be moral 
enough to be righteous (Romans 7:11). Demons will tempt you to obey the law with all your 
might and willpower if it distracts you from depending on the righteousness you have in Christ.  
What kind of teachers do we need to watch out for? False teachers who disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness (2 Corinthians 11:13). In other words, they seeks to seek their own 
righteousness not Gods (Romans 10:3). What does Paul worry about his work?  (v.11) He is 
teaching them in vain because they are not listening but turning away. 

Q: How does God knowing you reassure you today? How does remembering that God knows 
you free you from the temptation to worship idols? 

Don’t Abandon the Gospel (4:12-20)  

Q: What ways do Christians abandon the gospel?  They boast it when life gets hard or don't 
understand God’s purposes (v.13). To boast in men or ourselves rather than God. Why do we 
always resist faith?  We do not want to boast in anyone, even Christ for our salvation.  Why is it 
such a great temptation to seek the praise of man rather than praise Christ? 

Q: Has Paul’s message changed? No. What has changed? The churches response to Paul. They 
view him like an enemy (vs. 14-16). Why would they change their mind about Paul and his 
teaching? They like the false teaching better. It brings them more joy and satisfaction. 

Q: What are the goals of false teaching? First, it flatters its hearers (v.17). Second, it tells its 
hearers what it wants to hear (vs.17-18).  How is the praise of people a temptation for the 
Galatian church? (vs.12-20; cf. 6:13)  The theology the Galatians propagate is rooted in pride 
and self-reliance and the praise of men.  Who wants to be made much of?  (v.17) The Galatians 
and the Judiazers. Do you ever find it appealing to have people relying on you in some way? 
Why? Could you be motivated by the same goals as the false teachers? 

Q: Why is freed from the law not lawlessness? (v.19) Freedom in Christ allows us to be like Christ 
(cf. 2:20).  The gospel frees us from the need for people’s approval and adoration so that we 
can confront and anger the people we love if that is what is best for them. 

Q: How is Paul in childbirth pain for the church at Galatians?  (v.19) He is in pain and anguish 
until Christ is formed in them. A mother in labor desperately wants her child to get out and be 
independently alive! A child grows inside the mother. The mother must suffer in order to give life 
to the child, but that does not mean she wants the child to stay in the womb.  How is this 
different or confused with spiritual formation?  Christ formed in you is not a system or process of 
oneself, but it is to allow Christ to shape us by His Spirit.  It is to it is Christ who lives in me or Christ 
who worked in me. 

Q: If someone cut you open would you ooze out Christ?  If not, what would you ooze?  What 
does Christ formed in you look like?  Power to love God and other and delight in him.  How does 
Christ form Himself in you? 1) The Holy Spirit dwells in us (cf. v.6). 2) Ongoing supply of faith of 
Christ (3:5).  3) Walking in the love and truth and grace of Christ. 
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Q: How will your ministry change because of this passage?  Is there anything worth abandoning 
the gospel? 

Don’t Forget: Hagar and Sarah (4:21-31)  

Q: Why do people forget?  Why do we forget things that very important to us? 

Q: What does Paul mean when he says “you who want to be under the law”? (v.21)  Those who 
like to do things on their own or in their own resourcefulness. Those who rely on the law alone to 
be in good standing with God.   Who is Paul speaking to in this verse? He is speaking directly to 
the Judiasers. They are Jewish, but they had tried to stick to the law and force it on others.  Their 
motto of salvation is “Jesus… and the law.”  What do Judiasers want to add to salvation?  Why is 
Jesus “and” something contrary to the gospel? 

Q: What do you know about Sarah and Hagar?  (vs.22-23; cf. Genesis 12:1-4; 15:4-5; 16:1-2; 
17:16-19) Hagar was Abraham’s servant. He had Ishmael with her. He was a product of self-
reliance. Sarah was Abraham’s wife. He had Isaac with her. Sarah had the child of promise.  He 
was a product of resting in God’s promise. How do we often forget the promises of God like 
Abraham?  Why does God reject what man can do on his own? (cf. Genesis 21:1-3) 

Q: Why would Paul put this allegory in Galatians? (vs.24-25)  He wants to share more than what 
the original meaning of the story.  He wants to apply principles and truths he sees in the story 
and what he sees also happening in Galatia.  What are the differences between the two 
Jerusalems? (vs.25-27) One is on earth one is in heaven.  Jerusalem on earth is the hotbed home 
of the Judiazers (Isaiah 54:1). The Jerusalem above is free like Sarah because in the New 
Jerusalem is where God is.  What is above is from God not man. Sarah bore hear child by God’s 
intervention (Colossians 3:1-3). How is Hagar like Sinai?  She gave birth according to the flesh, 
likewise the law came but Israel didn’t want to open the law from the heart but the flesh (Exodus 
24:3). Both Hagar and Sinai birth children unto slavery (born to a slave or in bondage under the 
law). 

Q: Who are the children of promise? (v.28-29) Those who are like Isaac.  Isaac was a 
product of God’s promise and not human resourcefulness.  He is a son of the work of 
God alone. Who inherits the promise? (v.30) Sons of the free woman.  Why dot hey inherit 
the promise?  The free woman rests in God’s promises and God’s terms.  Why are sons of 
slavery not free?  They do not rest in God’s promise.  They are controlled by their desire to 
prove their own resourcefulness.  

Q: Who is our mother? (v.31) Sarah. Why Sarah? She is an example of depending on 
God’s promise and seeing God make it happen.  Can you identify with Sarah in any 
way? If you can, how does her experience comfort and excite you?  In what ways could 
you treat children (either those you have, or those you don’t) as your savior? 

Q:  How does the story teach about freedom? Freedom is found in trusting God’s plan and 
promises. What is true and full freedom? Freedom is found in opportunity, ability, desire, and joy 
(all in Christ).  How is some so called freedom actually foolishness?  How do we have full 
freedom?  Why is Christianity about doing what you want and God wants? 

Q:  Abraham decided to rely on himself to make God’s promises come to pass. Have you ever 
done something similar? What were the results?  When have you seen God do what seems 
impossible in your own life, or in the lives of those around you?  Are you Ishmael or Isaac?  What 
marks of Ishmael (trusting your own resourcefulness) or Isaac are in you (trusting God’s promise)?  
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How does God give grace to those who are barren?  How was your life barren before Christ?  
What cause for joy is Jesus for you? 

!              Galatians // In Defense of the Gospel38



GALATIANS 5: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 4) 

Freedom: Christ has Set You Free (5:1-5)  

Q: What is a Christian’s freedom?  Freedom from the law. Who has given us our freedom? Christ 
(v.1)  What do we often want to trade our freedom for?  We would rather do what we want to 
do. Why is this often lead us back to our old chains of slavery?  What we want to do is often 
opposite what God wants us to do. 

Q: How did the Father come down to help with our freedom and slavery? He sent us Christ to 
take the burden of sin upon him.  How is the image of slavery so helpful to understanding our 
spiritual condition?  It shows how sin and the law is bondage.  The debt that sin owes or bears is 
eternal and not payable by personal effort or obedience to some of the law. 

Q: What are we called to do? (vs.1-4) Stand firm, follow Christ, eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness. How does a free man live? (v.5) He lives in the righteousness of Christ. And he lives 
in the hope of complete righteousness to come, which is his in Christ. 

What con you substitute for circumcision?  (v.3)  Anything that we place our hope and 
obedience within apart from Christ. What do you hope in or obey other than Christ? 

What profit is there in Christ?  How is earning dividend on Christ’s work of nothing? Why don’t we 
have any assets to invest with Christ?  He paid it all.  Slavery is rejecting Christ and adding to His 
work.  To be a slave is to be a debtor.  There is pressure to payback a loan, but it in reality it is an 
endless loan.  It is an insult to God to think of paying it back. Jesus paid it all.  

Have you suffered from a gratitude ethic that says I need to payback God for what he has 
done?  How is that not of God’s plan?  It is not freedom. It brings one back to bondage. God’s 
grace cannot be repaid.  God’s grace is so good.  He wants your life, but not as a repayment.  
Gratitude itself is a gift from God.  It is a fruit of the Spirit. Gratitude ethic doesn’t pay God back it 
is a gift from God.  Law is not a currency to payback a debt from God. That’s how the law 
enslaves.  One must rest in grace. Depend upon grace.  How is resting in grace your freedom?  
How is grace the key to freedom?  What is grace?  God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense and God’s 
Rescuing and Caring Exertion (1 Corinthians 15:10; Romans 5:21).  How can you rest in the grace 
of God this week?  How can you praise God and walk in your freedom? 

Faith: Produces Love Like Christ (5:6-12)  

Q:  How do you wait for the complete work of Christ? So that Christ can be glorified (cf. v.5; 
Romans 4:4-5).  How does the nature of works shed light on faith?   Works sees God as an 
employer and I am His employee.  This is the essence of legalism.  The first mark of faith is not 
thinking of myself as God’s employee. I stop working.  Faith does not add to works or visa versa.  
Faith excludes works.  Faith realizes I am needy and cannot work hard enough or good enough.  
I do not work because God has any deficiencies.  God has none. God is the workman in whom 
my faith is placed. What is the definition of works?  Doing something. It adds loads.  It will kill itself 
to do duties.  A heart set on works feels the joy of rising to self-sufficiency and independence 
and find victory in doing.  What is the definition of faith? The thrill is feeling God conquer the 
victory within us.  Faith let’s God’s work be enough.  The joy of faith is letting God be glorified. 
How do you feel the tension between works and faith each day in your life or in the church? 
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Q: How does faith in Christ produce love? (v.6) By it’s very nature faith works itself out in love.  We 
love other people when we stop using them for our deficiencies, but rejoice in the divine 
enablement to serve in their deficiencies.  Love seeks not its own, but the interests of others.  It is 
better to give than to receive.  First, faith produces love because what it pushes out of the heart 
what is put in (e.g. guilt, fear, and greed) because it rest and stands in the promises of God. 
Second, faith put in us a new appetite. The appetite is feeling God rise victoriously over the 
obstacles of our lives.  Do you react to your successes and failures in a gospel way, or a works-
righteousness-based way?  How do guilt, fear and greed stop you from loving?  Guilt loves 
wallowing in grief and duty. Fear loves worry and danger. Greed loves luxury and things. How 
does faith free you to love?  Belief in God as God is frees us to love. Unbelief is our greatest 
problem. How does faith help you to love the unloving or unlovable?  How is love the stream of 
power?  In what situations do you find it hard to love others? How will remembering your hope 
increase your love? 

Q: How can we be hindered from running well? (v.7)  Believing that I am saved by obedience 
alone or by adding things to faith.  Where does this persuasion come from? (v.8) Not from the 
grace of God. How is this such a weight for the Galatian believers?  (vs.9-10) It troubles them and 
they bear it as a penalty if they were to break the circumcision law. 

Q: Why does Paul toot the horn of Christ and the cross?  (v.11) It is Christ who bore the burden 
and penalty of our sin and failure to obey all the law all the time. Choose a sin you are struggling 
with. Why do you want to sin in this way? How does your gospel freedom undermine that 
motivation to sin? 

Q: What does Paul wish upon those who place extra burden on the Galatians?  (v.12) He wishes 
they would emasculate themselves or weaken their burdens.  Are you placing extra burdens 
upon yourself or others?  What will you do to stop this and love instead? 

Freed to Love (5:13-15)  

Q: What is love? (cf. 1 Corinthians 13) What is a Christian or a church to love? How do we or the 
church put boundaries on love?  Who is love’s agenda? It is God’s agenda only. What is love 
agenda for? It is God’s agenda for the heart.  How do faith and love go together like Mac & 
Cheese? 

Q: How does love become a command? (v.13) Through love serve one another. Where else in 
Scripture is love commanded? 10 Commandments. Sermon on the Mount. How does love 
benefit others more than yourself? It sees the needs of others above oneself. We see this from 
God in Christ. 

Q: Why isn’t freedom and opportunity for the flesh? You subject yourself to slavery. Why does 
freedom always produce love? Love is motivated by sharing our fullness, but the work of the 
flesh desires to fill our emptiness.  What is flesh? It is not the body of man. It is man’s ego which 
feels a deep emptiness and uses its own power to fill that emptiness (by the law or worldly 
pleasure/addiction).  Why is the flesh not free? It is enslaved and bonded to frugal efforts.  How 
does God only fill the void that the flesh cannot fulfill? 

Q: How is all the law fulfilled in the word “love”? (v.14) What are the added incentives for living 
by love? First, you fulfill the law (v.14) Second, otherwise we destroy one another (v.15). Where 
does the quote in verse 14 come from?  The Ten Commandments (Leviticus 19:18). What was the 
one point of the Old Testament?  Be a loving person.  Is that an oversimplification of the Bible or 
God’s redemptive purposes? How is this love applied to husbands and wives? See Ephesians 5. 
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Q: What does serving one another in love look like?  Why is loving your neighbor one of the 
hardest commands in Scripture?  Self-love is easy, but self-sacrifice for others is uncommon.  How 
is love a irresistible mark of God?  Where do you see the fruit of love bearing in the lives of those 
around you? In your life too? How is God calling you love your neighbor freely today?  

Struggle with the Flesh (5:16-25)  

Q: What is the Bible’s measure for loving others? How much you love yourself. 

Q: What is the measure of a Christian’s live? How much one walks by the Spirit.  How is a blessing 
not a burden?  Not walking by the Spirit actually creates more burden because it is an endless 
walk of empty pursuits.  According to this passage, what two natures are at conflict with the 
Christian? The flesh and Spirit. 

Q: What does it mean to walk by the Spirit? (vs.18, 22) First, to be “lead” by the lead, which 
means the same as walk. Note that God is the main actor in the story. Second, there is “fruit” of 
the Spirit because one walks in the Spirit. Note the emphasis is on the God’s activity (cf. John 15).  
Are you engaged in walking with the Spirit? How much do you want to be walking with the 
Spirit? 

Q: Why should I walk in the Spirit? (vs. 16, 18) First, the incentive of walking in the Spirit, one will 
not gratify the flesh. This is not a command, but a promise. Second, if you are lead by the Spirit 
then you are not under the law (cf. vs.13-14). Fulfill the law by loving one another by the Spirit.  
The two incentives are really the same; by not fulfilling the desires of the flesh you are allowing 
yourself to be filled by the Spirit. How is the law like a railroad track rather than a ladder?  It is 
something we stay on (track) not climb up to or are under (ladder).  How does love fulfill the 
love? That is its purpose; to love God and one another.  What is the “flesh”? It is not the body, 
but it is the ego that feels the need or emptiness and uses its own power to fulfill that need. The 
flesh is the (old) “I” that tries to satisfy me with everything except God (v.24). What are we asked 
to do to the flesh? Crucify it (cf. 2:20). Put it to death because Jesus has already was killed for it. 
This is the new “I”, which lives by faith (in God).  Are you crucifying the flesh?  Why would you 
rather walk in the Spirit than the flesh? 

Q: What is the war that is going on right now, everyday? (v.17) My flesh and God’s Spirit.  How is 
this war like guerrilla warfare?  How can this war happen if it is crucified?  Christians experience 
struggles within. There is leftover and remnant of the old “I” within me, even though it is 
defeated.  A Christian can have evil desires, but he is at war with them and hates them. “To 
crucify the sinful nature is to say: Lord, my heart thinks that I must have this thing, otherwise I have 
no value. It is a pseudo-savior. But to think and feel and live like this is to forget what I mean to 
you, how you see me in Christ. By your Spirit, I will reflect on your love for me in Him until this thing 
loses its attractive power over my soul.” (Keller)  Are you content with the war or are you active 
in the fight?  Why should you praise the Lord for this conflict in your daily life?  We grow with God 
as we battle. Do you await the day when the war will be over? What promise of victory over the 
flesh do I have? (v.17) Jesus has promised it. Walk by the Spirit. 

Q: What do you notice about the list of fleshly desires in verses 19-21?  Verse 19 deals with the 
works of the flesh in the arena of sexuality. Verse 20 deals with the works of the flesh in religion or 
idolatry. Verse 20 and 21 deal with the works of the flesh that destroy relationships. The final 
words relate to alcohol abuse or being controlled by something other than the Spirit.  Why cant 
a complacent Christian combat these things?  Are you complacent?  Which of these fleshly 
desires do you see in your life?  Which idols or desires do you need to identify and dismantle in 
your life? How can you replace them with Christ? 
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Q: How is the agricultural term of “fruit” of the Spirit helpful for understanding it? (vs.22-24)  It 
grows.  It grows gradually.  It grows inevitably.  It grows internally, but comes out externally. It 
grows symmetrical (many parts as one). It grows to those who belong to Christ by the Holy Spirit.  
They do not grow naturally, but supernaturally. Why does the text say fruit, not fruits? The Spirit 
gives them collectively, not singularly. Fruit refers to the whole list. We don’t pick and chose as 
from a fruit basket. We get the whole kit and caboodle.  How do all the fruit of the Spirit relate to 
one another? In other words, how can they not stand alone? How do you see the fruit of the 
Spirit growing in your life?  

Q: How can I walk in the Spirit?  1) Faith walking in love (vs. 5:6, 22). Trust in the promises of God. 
2) Waiting through the Spirit by faith (5:5). Trust God. 3) Get faith (3:23; 5:18). Trust in God. 4) Look 
and hear all that God does in you by faith (3:5). Trust in Him. 5) Christ lives in me (2:20). Trust the 
Spirit of Christ who lives in you. What can I do to walk by the Holy Spirit?  Keep your heart happy 
in God and God’s desires will control your desires.  Rest in the promises of God. Do you delight in 
God and his promises?  Which promises of God do you need to rest in today? How do you keep 
the promises of God before you? (e.g. write them down, memorize them, draw them, etc.) How 
do these promises kindle you faith?  
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GALATIANS 6: PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE 
GOSPEL (PART 6) 

Bear Someone Else’s Burden (6:1-5)  

Q:  What is a burden?  We often think of it as a sickness, trial, hurt, or relationship. What is the one 
particular burden that we are to help each other bear? Trespasses (v.1).  Someone who sins 
intentionally.  Anyone who crushes the joy of faith.  How do we lighten his burden?  Restore him.  
Pick him up and be merciful so that he is doing what is right.  What is one who is “spiritual”?  A 
person led by the Spirit and filled with the fruit of the Spirit (see Chapter 5). 

Q: What is a person to do if he sees a person carrying a load? Help them carry it (v.2a).  How did 
the Pharisees increase burdens?  How do you detect when a person is bearing a burden?  How 
do you make a burden light for someone else?  What happens when you bear another burden?  
You fulfill the law of Christ (v.2b).   

Q: How did Jesus lighten our burden?  The law is our burden and we are crushed under its weight 
because we cannot fulfill them.  Jesus fulfills them for us.  Every command of the law Jesus obeys 
and calls us to lean upon Him through the Spirit.  How does Jesus give us or help us find rest?  We 
are weak, but He is our strength.  How does love fulfill the law of Christ?  Love one another by 
bearing burdens (John 13:34; Ephesians 4:32).  How did Jesus demonstrate this during his life and 
ministry? 

Q: How can we bear burdens wrongly?  Doing it arrogantly (v.3).  Who is in danger in this text? To 
the helper of the fallen. Who is Paul warning about pride? The warning is to the helper of the 
fallen one.  The one who has fallen or the one who is pure?  The one who is pure is prone to 
pride.   What does Paul mean when he says look to yourself?  Look for a person relying of the 
Spirit not self (cf. 1 Corinthians 4:7).  How is this text opposite of self-esteem?  We are something 
when we think we are nothing.  The problem is that we think too much of ourselves.  How does 
self-esteem talk feed our pride rather than help it?  How does this text teach Christ-esteem?  
What is does Christ-esteem look like?  To realize we cannot do anything good apart from Christ.  
To know that we need the community of Christ to help us bear our burdens as we bear theirs. 
Tim Keller says, “What you think of me is not the important thing. Jesus Christ’s approval of me, 
not yours, is my righteousness, my identity, my worth… What I think of me is not the important 
thing. I am just as much a sinner, and just as undeserving of Christ’s love for me, as this person.” 
How will having a self-image based on the gospel change the way you see yourself and see 
others? When do you particularly need to preach the gospel to yourself? 

Q: What is pride?  It is self-reliance.  It is thinking you have ownership of all things in your life.  How 
is pride a moral disease and the clause of most all moral diseases?  How do we fight the 
relentless urge to fight the desire to usurp God’s place in our heart and lives?  Be at peace and 
joy with God.  How is the battle for pride a battle for joy?  Joy is destroyed by pride. 

Q: How do verses 4 and 5 seem to be the opposites of the previous verses? At first glance it 
appears to say we are to look at each others achievements and rely upon ourself.  First, In 
measuring the moral value of our achievements we are not to use the stand against other 
peoples.  If our achievements are more than others it puffs up our pride.  If our achievements are 
less we feel guilty or ashamed (v.4).  I am either prone to provoke or envy others rather than 
bear their burden.  Second, we don’t have anything to boast in but Christ (v.5; cf v. 14; Romans 
15:17). The only thing we have to boast in is Christ’s grace and mercy and empowering gifts. We 
must have a proper view of self (nothing) before we help others and walk in the steps of Christ 
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(everything).  At the end of the day we will have to answer to God for the way we carried our 
burdens not others.  How do you struggle with comparisons?  How does burden bearing help 
fight the desire to compare yourself with others?  How is it liberating to know that you will only 
answer for your own load, and not how you lived compared to others? 

Q: How is the sin of others your problem too?  We are to help sinners overcome sin.  We are to 
bring them and point them to Christ.  How is an attitude of silence and neglect contrary of 
bearing one another’s burdens?  Why is burden bearing rare in the church? Why?  It is difficult.  
We see our one burdens first.  We think we are better than another.  We don’t someone seeing 
our burden.    What difference does the gospel make to your relationships? How does it affect 
the way you look at yourself in terms of those around you; and how you look at others in terms of 
yourself? 

Q: Is there a habitual sin you need to gently restore a brother from? Are you willing to listen to 
others who seek to restore you? What opportunities has God given you to carry another’s 
burdens? 

Don’t Grow Wear in Well-Doing (6:6-10)  

Q:  How should the Word of God multiply? (v.6) Teach what your taught from he word of God to 
others.  What is a good word you were taught this week that you passed along to others?  How 
have you been one who has received teaching from the Word of God?  How have you been 
one who has taught others from the Word of God? 

Q: Who is not to be deceived? Why? (vs.7-8) The Galatians. They are not to be deceived by the 
false teaching that has influenced the church. Rather they are to hold on to the truth as Paul 
taught them from the beginning.  What is the farming analogy?  It is the law of great returns. In 
farming and gardening this is an absolute principle. Sow tomatoes and reap tomatoes.  If you 
sow a lot fo good, you get a lot of good in return.  Where have you heard this analogy before in 
the Bible?  (cf. Job 4:8; Psalm 126:5; Ecclesiastes 11:4; Hosea 8:7; 10:12; Luke 19:21)  Why is God 
not mock?  In other words he should not be treated lightly.  Sow sin, reap sin. However, sow 
God’s words, reap his blessings. Sin always bears destruction, never joy and life.  Can you think of 
times in your own life when sowing to please your sinful nature has forced you to reap 
“destruction”?  How is the whole book of Proverbs summed up in verses 7 and 8?  

Q: How can you be someone who “sows to please the Spirit”? (vs. 8-9) By obeying God out of 
the grateful joy that comes from knowing our status as children of God.  Do not grow weary in 
doing well.  How are you reaping to please the Spirit in your specific set of God-given 
circumstances? 

Q: What is this “doing good” sowing?  It is to “do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers” (v 10).  Who are all people?  How is this a mission-minded 
verse? (cf. Matthew 9:37) Who are the people you need to show love to (especially in the 
church)? (cf.4:5)  How have these verses motivated you to “do good to all people”?  Are there 
any particular changes the Spirit is moving you to make? 

Only New Creation Counts (6:11-18)  

Q: Why is it that the more mature you become in your faith that the less worthy you feel to be a 
child of God? The closer you get to Christ the more he rubs off on you but like Paul the more 
clearly you see your scum and short falls.  Or why is often the opposite true; the less mature your 
faith is the more you think you are worthy of being God’s child?  What are you boasting about?  
What, at bottom, is the reason that you think you are in a right relationship with God? 
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Q: How have you grow to love God through reading and reflecting on Galatians?  What 
do you look for to see if the word of Galatians is bearing fruit in your life?  How does this 
passage give you insight to that question?  If you had to sum up the message of the 
whole book of Galatians in a few words, what would you say? 

Q: What is the rule of verse 16? It is described in verses 14-15 in contrast with verses 12-13. 
Why is this rule so crucial? With it comes peace and mercy will be upon the one who 
walks by this rule.  In which areas of your life are you knowing the peace of living by the 
gospel? In which are you forfeiting this peace by living for the world’s approval? 

Q; What is the evil thing Paul calls the readers to avoid? (vs.12-13) In short, legalism. Using 
the law as a vehicle for pride.   What is the motive of the Judaizers? They want people to 
be circumcised to avoid poke and win strokes.  In what ways do you avoid pokes to win 
strokes?  Why are the temptations of the fear of rejection and the love of praise so 
dangerous for a Christ follower? Because a Christ follower is promised rejection and 
provoked to praise Another.  Why is it impossible to be proud at the foot of the cross? 
What do you look for to see if the word of Galatians is bearing fruit in your life? Humility 
and cross bearing. 

Q: What is the good thing Paul calls his reads to follow? (vs.14-15)  What is the new 
creation?  What exists when the old Paul is crucified. It is the new Paul.  It is the new life; 
the life of the Spirit (cf. 5:6).  The new life follows Christ lives for him because He is in him 
(cf. 2:20). It is a mindset (spirit of Christ) of utter dependance upon Christ day by day.  
Why is circumcision or lack of nothing?  What does it mean to boast in the cross? It seems 
like an oxymoron to boast in something so humble or humiliating.  The cross is garbage to 
the world and the world is garbage to Paul.   Why is the cross garbage to the world?  
How is the world garbage to you?  How do you treasure the cross?  How does the cross 
change what you boast in? 

Q: How did Paul bear the marks of his own cross carrying? (v.17) Probably he is referring 
to the literal scars he had from the torture, imprisonments and beatings he had received 
for the sake of Christ. The teachers of the false, popular, self-salvation gospel had none of 
these, because the world loved to hear their message.  Their message was to avoid 
blood on self and embarrassment. How do you carry your cross? How does following 
Christ become of cure for the fear of man and the praise of man?  Do you need to 
repent of self-exaltation and glory in Christ exaltation? 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29 GOSPEL INDICATIVES WITHIN GALATIANS 
1. The gospel is rooted in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:1). 

2. The gospel delivers us from the present evil age to the glory of Christ (1:3-5). 

3. There is only one gospel and to desert it is to be damned (1:6-9). 

4. The gospel is ours by divine revelation and not human imagination (1:10-12). 

5. The gospel is grounded in a gracious election (1:15). 

6. The gospel is constantly in danger of being lost and needs to be defended (2:4-5). 

7. The gospel that saves Gentiles is the same gospel that saves Jews (2:7-9). 

8. There are ethical imperatives that follow the gospel (2:11) and no ethnic distinctions in the 
gospel (2:12-14). 

9. The gospel is good news that we are justified by faith in Jesus Christ and not by works of the 
Law (2:15-16). 

10. Through the gospel, we are identified with Christ and His work on the cross (2:20). 

11. The love of Christ for sinners is made evident in the gospel (2:20). 

12. We receive the Holy Spirit by faith in the Gospel, the same Spirit who justifies and sanctifies 
(3:2-5). 

13. The gospel that saved Abraham in the past is the same gospel that saves us in the present 
(3:7-9). 

14. Relying on good works not only does not save but actually curses (3:10-11). 

15. The gospel is the good news that Christ has redeemed us from the curse as our penal 
substitute (3:13-14). 

16. The gospel is rooted in a covenantal promise that precedes the law (3:17). 

17. The law is good because it shows us our sin (3:19, 21). 

18. The law is good because it is our school teacher who leads us to Christ to be justified by faith 
(3:25-26). 

19. The gospel unites us to Christ where we’re all one in him–soteriological not ecclesiological 
(3:27-29). 

20. The gospel is grounded in Trinitarian theology (4:4-6). 

21. Gospel redemption leads to adoption as a child of the Father (4:7). 

22. The gospel gives us a knowledge of God freeing us from rules (4:8-11). 
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23. Faithful ministers will be passionate for the ministry of the gospel even if it results in anguish 
and a broken heart (4:12-20). 

24. Works-salvation leads to slavery, while Mt. Sinai leads to freedom (4:21-31). 

25. To pursue salvation by works obligates us to keep the entire law perfectly (5:1-3). 

26. To be justified by works is to fall away from justification by grace through faith (5:4-6). 

27. The gospel that saves us and sanctifies us (5:7-8). 

28. To preach a false gospel invites judgment and calls for the strongest condemnation from the 
faithful (5:10-12). 

29. The indicative of the gospel naturally leads to the imperatives of the gospel (5:13-6:20), 
which opens onto the imperative section of the letter: 

Adapted from a sermon by Dr. Daniel Akin, Galatians, Gospel Indicatives and Gospel 
Imperatives. 
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13 GOSPEL IMPERATIVES WITHIN GALATIANS 
1. We will not indulge and pander to the flesh (5:13, 16-21). 

2. In love we will serve others (5:13-14). 

3. We will not brutalize one another in word or action (5:15). 

4. We will live in the Spirit whom we received when we believed (5:22-26). 

5. We will engage in spiritual restoration (6:1-2). 

6. We will be humble (6:4-5). 

7. We will serve and do our part in the body. 

8. We will bless those who teach us (6:6). 

9. We should embrace and reaping (6:7-8). 

10. We won’t grow weary in well-doing (6:9-10). 

11. We will accept persecution for the cross of Christ (6:11-13). 

12. We will boast only in Christ and His cross (6:14-15). 

13. We will pursue peace, mercy, grace and Christ (6:16-20). 

Adapted from a sermon by Dr. Daniel Akin, Galatians, Gospel Indicatives and Gospel 
Imperatives. 
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7 AFFIRMATIONS ON THE CROSS AND ITS 
PERVASIVE INFLUENCE WITHIN GALATIANS 
1) The Cross and Salvation (1:3-5) 

2) The Cross and Experience (2:19-21) 

3) The Cross and Preaching (3:1-3) 

4) The Cross and Substitution (3:10-14) 

5) The Cross and Persecution (5:11; 6:12) 

6) The Cross and Holiness (5:24) 

7) The Cross and Boasting (6:14) 

Adapted from John Stott's, The Cross of Christ 
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