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OUTINE OF 1 CORINTHIANS !
Paul loves the Corinthians: Greeting and Thanks (1:1–9)  !
Paul Responds to Chloe’s Concerns (1:10–6:20) !
Response to Divisions in the Church (1:10–4:21)  

The Problem: Groupie-ness (1:10–17) 
The Solution: The Cross Needs to be Center (1:18–31) 

Paul on Preaching the Cross (2:1-5)  
The Holy Spirit and the Cross (2:6-16) - Spiritual People vs. Natural People 
The Cross and Divisions (3:1–23)  

The Cross and a Right Attitude Toward Spiritual Leaders (4:1–21)  !
Response to the Case of Incest (5:1–13)  !
Do You Not Know: Taking Minor Disputes Outside the Church Tarnishes the name of Christ? (6:1–11)  !
Do You Not Know: Tolerating Sexual Sin in the Body of Christ fails to Glorify the Temple of God? (6:12–20)  
  
Paul Responds to Corinth’s Concerns (7:1–16:4)  !
Concerning Marriage (7:1–40)  

Concerning Those Currently or Previously Married (7:1–16)  
Circumcision and Slavery Analogies (7:17–24) 
Concerning Those Never Married or Contemplating Marriage (7:25–40)  !

Concerning Food Sacrificed to Idols (8:1–11:1)  
Balancing Knowledge With Love: Introducing the Problem and the Solution (8:1–13) 
Surrendering Your Rights: Money for Ministry (9:1–18) 
Surrendering Your Rights: To Save as Many as Possible (9:19–27)  
Idols: Israel’s Past vs. Corinth’s Present (10:1–22)  
Balancing Freedom vs. Limits (10:23–11:1)  !

Concerning Worship (11:2–14:40)  
Head-coverings (11:2–16)  
Communion (11:17–34)  
Spiritual Gifts (12:1–14:40)  

 Introduction to Spiritual Gifts (12:1-11) 
 Diversity within Unity (12:12–31a)  
 Love is the Key (12:31b-13:13)  

 Prophecy and Tongues: Prefer Intelligibility (14:1–25)  
 Prophecy and Tongues: Prefer Order (14:26–40)  !

Concerning the Resurrection (15:1–58)  
The Resurrection: It’s Certainty (15:1–34)  
The Resurrection: It’s Nature (15:35–58) !

Concerning a Special Collection (16:1–4)  !
Saluataions: Travel Plans and Final Greetings (16:5–24)  
 Travel Plans: Helping those on the Go (16:5–12)  
 Getting Personal: Final Goodbyes and Exits (16:13–24) !
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1 CORINTHIANS 1: DIVISIONS (PART 1) !
Q: What do you know about Corinth? What do you know about the letter to Corinth? What would you like 
to know about this letter?  !
Q: How is this letter practical and applicable to the church today as it was for the first century church? !
Paul loves the Corinthians: Greeting and Thanks (1:1-9) !
Q: Who is the clear author of the letter? (v.1). What do you know about Paul? (cf. Acts 9, 13-28) Why is it so 
important that he label himself as “called” and as an “apostle”? Why would Paul need to assert or reassert his 
authority to the Corinthians? !
Q: Who is Sosthenes? (cf. Acts 18:17) !
Q: Who is Paul writing to? (v.2). Where was the church of Corinth meeting? !
Q: What kind of theology does Paul give us in verse 2 about the church? What do you learn about the church 
from Paul? How does it help you to look at your church through these eyes? How does it bring unity to the 
church? !
Q: How is the structure of 1 Corinthians like that of most letters? Why would Paul use the words “grace and 
peace”? “ !
Q: Who does Paul thank first? (v.3-4). For whom? Why? Why is is good and appropriate to recognize the 
measure of grace God gives to the church? !
Q: How does Paul give thanks for them? (vs.5-7). How can Paul be so thankful (or positive) for this church 
despite all the divisions and abuses of the grace given to them? How would you give thanks to God and to 
your church for your church?  !
Q: How is the character of God still evident in the church? (vs.8-9). Why is it important to focus on the 
faithfulness of God rather than the fickleness of man? How is this characteristic of God such an encouraging 
promise for you and the church?  !
The Problem: Groupie-ness (1:10-17) !
Q: What is the initial problem Paul addresses? (v.10). What kind of divisions arise in the church? How are 
divisions so detrimental for the church? How is disunity in the church still a great scandal today? (cf. John 
17; Ephesians 3:9-10) !
Q: Who reports the division to Paul? (v.11) Who is Chloe?   !
Q: What was the initial division about? (v.12) Are there other divisions? (cf. chapters 2-4). What do you know 
about these four leaders? (cf. Acts 18:24-28; Galatians 2:11-14) What is Paul’s simple solution to the 
problem? (cf. Acts 1:14; 4:24, 32; 15:25). Is the solution really that simple? !
Q: Why do you think cliques had formed around Paul, Apollos, and Cephas? (vs.12-13) Have you ever seen 
Christians like this? Personality or Hero worship? Why is this divisive? Is there ever an appropriate time to 
divide and over what? !
Q: What do you think the “Christ” clique represents? Was the Christ-party one that nobly refused to over-
exalt any human leader, or had it too become factious? !
Q: What is the implied answer to Paul’s three questions in verse 13? How did Paul conduct himself in Corinth 
to avoid, if possible, the problem of personality cult? (vs.14-17) !
Q: What do we know about the few people that Paul baptized? (vs.14,16) !
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Q: What significance does baptizing a person relate to this division? What is baptism and it’s significance on 
our life? Who baptized you? What significance do they have in your life? Who plays a greater role in your 
baptism, the one who baptized you or the One in whom you were baptized? !
Q: What was Paul mission in Corinth? Is Paul giving a lack of significance to baptism? (cf. Matthew 28:19-20) 
What does he mean by this? When Jesus is not the center of your life or church, what often becomes 
center? How is Jesus and the gospel the cure for disunity and divisiveness? (v.10, 17) How does focusing on 
Christ, the cross, and gospel unify the church? !
The Solution: The Cross Need to be Center (1:18-31) !
Q: What is foolish? What is wise? What makes something foolish or wise? Who determines what is foolish or 
wise?  !
Q: What is power? What is weak? What makes something powerful or weak? Who determines what is 
powerful or weak?  !
Q: According to Paul, what are the two kids of people in the world? What separates the two-types? Why is 
the cross foolish and unpalatable to the dying but powerful to those being the saved? (vs.18) How is the 
cross still viewed as foolish and feeble today?  !
Q: Who wrote verse 19? (cf. Isa. 29:14; Job 5:12, 13; Jeremiah 8:9; Matthew 11:25). How does Paul show the 
wisdom of using the Word of God to back up his statement in verse 18? Who will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise and frustrate the intelligence of the intelligent? Why? How does the cross shatter all human strength 
and wisdom? !
Q: What are the three rhetorical questions of verse 20 suppose to reveal? (cf. 2:6; 3:19; Isaiah 19:12; 44:25; 
Romans 1:22, 26). !
Q: How does the world, in it’s wisdom, get to God? (v.21). How does God save man? What are earthly 
wisdom? What is good, bad, or limiting about earthly wisdom? Is Paul opposed to wisdom and knowledge? 
Explain. !
Q: What kind of proof do Gentiles and Jews need concerning the redemptive plan of God? (v,22). Which 
do you require of God more often power or wisdom as proof of His plan? Explain. How do you assess God 
or make Him meet you on your terms? !
Q: How is the preaching of the gospel the opposite of what Jews and Greeks desire, yet exactly what they 
need? (v.23; Galatians 5:1; 1 Peter 2:8). From the worlds opinion how is the plan of the cross both feeble 
and foolish? How is it just the opposite for those called by God? (v.24; Romans 1:16). !
Q: How do we begin to compare the power and wisdom of God versus man? (v.25). Is God “foolish” or 
“weak”? No. Why does Paul use these words to compare God and man? !
Q: What had the Corinthians forgotten about their past and God purpose in choosing them? (vs.26-29) As 
you reflect on your past, what reasons do you have for being humble rather than proud? How can genuine 
humility promote unity? How does the cross give you common ground with others in your church or 
community? How is the church one of the most heterogeneous and diverse group on the planet? How 
does God save both “somebodies” and “nobodies”? How do the words “base” and despised” remind you 
of Jesus’ own entrance into this world? !
Q: Without Christ, why is our strengths and knowledge meaningless when we stand before God? (cf. 3:21; 2 
Corinthians 10-13; Romans 3:27; Isaiah 42:8; 48:11) Without Christ what do you have to boast in before God? 
(v.29). !
Q: What things did Jesus give humanity? (v.30) How do these words summarize the character of Christ? 
How do these words cause you to want to boast in Christ? How does having these words in Christ better 
than all the worlds power and wisdom. 
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!
Q: What does it mean to boast? Is it okay to boast? Explain. How is it easy to boast in human strength or 
wisdom? How do these boastings make there way into the church? Into Corinth? How does verses 30 and 
31 sum up the point Paul was making back in verse 17? (cf. v.29; Jeremiah 9:23-24). How does the cross of 
Christ shape your everyday decisions? How is the gospel the A-Z’s of life and faith not just the ABC’s? What 
are you tempted to boast in other than Jesus? How will you boast in Him today (to others)? 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1 CORINTHIANS 2: DIVISIONS (PART 2) !
Paul on Preaching the Cross (2:1-5) !
Q: How does 2:1-5 connect to 1:18-31? !
Q: What message did Paul preach to the Corinthians? (vs.1-2). Why is the gospel so important to the 
message of the gospel? How is the gospel the mystery of God revealed? (v.1; cf. Ephesians 3:1-13) !
Q: What is preaching? What is the purpose of preaching? What elements in your life, ministry and message 
need to be overhauled to match Paul’s message preached? How does this text help give a theology of 
preaching? !
Q: In what manner did Paul preach the gospel? (vs.1-3; cf. 1:17; 2 Corinthians 1:12; 10:10) Why is this 
important to note? Who is the one who adds wisdom and power to the gospel? (v.4; cf. Romans 16:25). 
How does weakness and feeling overwhelmed contribute to the message rather than distract from it? (cf. 2 
Corinthians 12:1-10; Acts 18:9-10) How has a desire for a polished, performed, or professional message 
taken priority in your life over a simple proclamation of the gospel? !
Q: How is the simplicity of the gospel so wise and powerful? How is Paul distancing himself from the wisdom 
and speech of his day? How is the means and methods of communication often triumphed over the 
message that is communicated in our day as it was in Paul’s? What are the dangers of eloquence and 
high-sounding insight? !
Q: Was Paul ineloquent or not wise in the wisdom of this world? (v.4) What was Paul’s presentation style? 
How can we preach and present the gospel well without divorcing ourselves from the pure message of the 
gospel? How can you use eloquence and worldly wisdom as means of sharing the gospel while keeping 
style subservient to the message? (cf. Acts 17:22-31)  !
Q: How can we turn the gospel toward our advantage and manipulate people? (v.5; cf. 2 Corinthians 5:11) 
What are false gospels or false promises that people make when proclaiming the “gospel”? How can we 
forget that it is the power of God that changes lives? How does the cross (the gospel) impact our lives 
everyday? (cf. Philippians 1:21ff) !
The Holy Spirit and the Cross (2:6-16) !
Q: How does this passage connect with 1:18 and 2:1-5? !
Q: How are the “mature” opposite the “rulers” of this age? (v.6) And the “message of wisdom” opposite 
“wisdom of this age”? Yet how do some Christians still live like they are immature and value the wisdom of 
this age? What is the fate of the wisdom of this age? How are the wisest the world has to offer often a blimp 
of the radar screen of history? !
Q: Why does Paul use the word “mature” to talk about Christians? How are all Christians “mature” yet 
sometimes act immature? !
Q: What kind of wisdom do we possess? What age does it come from? (v.7; cf. Romans 16:25-27). How 
does all the Bible from beginning to end point to Jesus? (cf. Luke 24:25-26) How is the gospel the secret or 
mystery of God revealed? (cf. 10:11; 1 Peter 1:12-20). How do we never move on from the message of the 
cross; only move to a deep and more profound understanding of the cross? !
Q: How does every generation think they are smarter than the previous? (v.8a) Is there anything new under 
the sun? !
Q: What did the rulers of Paul’s age not know that would have stopped Jesus crucifixion?  Could anything 
have stopped Jesus’ crucifixion? (Acts 4:27-28). !
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Q: Where does the quote in verse 9 come from? (cf. Isaiah 64:4; 65:17; 52:15) What did God prepare that 
no man can imagine? !
Q: How has God revealed these mysterious truths about His plan? (v.10) What do you learn about the Spirit 
of God from this verse? Can we ever understand completely the total thoughts of God? How much do you 
need to know in order to believe in Him or His plans? How are you thankful for what you do know? !
Q: How can you not know the thoughts of another, especially God? How can you know what one is 
thinking? (v.11) !
Q: What spirit do those who love God possess? (v.12) !
Q: How can we understand the deep truths about God? Who teaches us and interprets spiritual  truths ? (v.
13; cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:9) Does this mean that Bible teachers and interpreters are not important? How 
does the Holy Spirit bring to life the Words of God? How does the Holy Spirit help us to make sense of the 
cross (gospel)? !
Q: What is the difference between a natural and spiritual person? (vs.14-15) How do these verse lead to 
humility rather than pride? How is it only the Holy Spirit who opens minds or makes the heart capable to 
understand the plans of God? (cf. 3:7) Why would a person so intelligent not want to live with the Spirit? 
Who are the “spiritual” and how is being spiritual tied to the cross? How is the message of the cross only 
gained by the Spirit? !
Q: How are verses 14 and 15 often abused and used by people to justify their own spiritual authority? How 
would you respond to such people when you consider the context of 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:13? !
Q: What is meant by Paul’s question in verse 16? What mind do we have? Why is that so important and 
encouraging? How do the truths of this text help heal the wounds of divisiveness? 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1 CORINTHIANS 3: DIVISIONS (PART 3) !
The Cross and Divisions (3:1-23) !
Q: How does this chapter continue the theme of godly wisdom that started in 2:6-16? How does this theme 
mesh with the problem of division in Corinth? What is the cure for division as Paul teaches? !
Q: How does Paul’s tone change from chapters 1-2 to chapter 3? How does he address the church in 
Corinth? (v.1) !
Q: What does it mean to be an “infant in Christ”? How was the church in Corinth like an infant? (vs.2-3a) 
How are they still like infants or immature? How is this a poor reflection upon the church and Christ. !
Q: How are the divisions in the church at Corinth proof that they are still spiritual infants? (vs.3b-4). How 
have you seen churches torn by jealousy, strife, and groupie-ness? How is this acting like an infant? What 
does a “mature in Christ” church look like? How can you encourage seasoned Christ-followers to grow from 
infancy to maturity? !
Q: How does Paul put spiritual leaders in their place? (v.5) As a spiritual leader, how is being a servant a 
helpful and humbling reminder? How can you promote your master rather than promote yourself? !
Q: How does Paul declare and illustrate his and Apollos’ role as spiritual leaders within the church? (v.6) 
How does Paul deflect the major role off himself and Apollos and onto God? (vs.6b-7). Why is it silly to exalt 
those who work in the field, rather than the One who causes the growth to the field? !
Q: What role do the waterers and planters have if they aren’t anything? (v.8). What does it mean to me 
“God’s fellow worker”? (v.9a) In what ways is the church like a field that is being planted and watered? 
How are you rewarded in God’s garden? !
Q: What privilege did Paul have when planting the church in Corinth? (v.10) Why does he view this as a 
privilege? How does this verse shine God’s sovereignty? What does it mean when Paul says he is a “skilled 
master builder”? !
Q: Who ultimately establishes and builds the church? (vs. 9b, 11; cf. Ephesians 2:20; Galatians 1:6-9) !
Q: How can we build on the church? What do the different materials listed represent? (v.12) In what ways is 
the church like a building under construction? !
Q: How will the building be judged or rewarded? (vs.13-15, cf. 4:5; Matthew 25:21-23; Revelation 14:13). 
What is “the Day” referred to in verse 13? (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 John 2:28; Matthew 25:31-46). Who will 
be judged/rewarded? Why does it matter how we build? (cf. Luke 14:12-14; 17:7-10). What is the quality of 
your contribution? !
Q: What kind of building are we? What is the temple referring to? Why is Paul’s question so important? How 
do the precious materials listed before relate to the construction of the temple? What lives in this building? 
(vs.16-17; 6:19) !
Q: What does it mean to be God’s temple? What kind of distraction is Paul referring to in verse 17? How do 
you see members of the Body doing this? What is your contribution? !
Q: How does Paul again revisit the wise and fool paradigm? (v.18) What Scripture is Paul referring to? (v.
19-20; Job 5:13; Psalm 94:11) How is the wisdom of God foolish to the world? How is the worlds wisdom 
foolish to God? (v.20) !
Q: Why is it weak to boast in men? (vs.21-23) What does it mean to be an heir of all things? (cf.Romans 8:18, 
38-39; 2 Corinthians 4:17). How do we have so much more than worldly fame and wisdom? How does 
chapter 3 give another reason to overcome divisiveness? 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1 CORINTHIANS 4: DIVISIONS (PART 4) !
The Cross and a Right Attitude Towards Spiritual Leaders (4:1-21) !
Q: What makes a great leader? What makes a great spiritual leader? What does the Bible have to say 
about leadership? !
Q: What is the connect between chapter 4 and chapters 1-3? How does it continue the theme of dealing 
with divisions in the church? How do the first 4 chapters lay a solid foundation for the letter and the rest of 
the letter? How does chapter 4 come back full circle to chapter 1? !
Q: How ought one think about teachers, leaders, pastors or church planters? (v.1; cf. 1 Timothy 3:1-7) How 
are all Christians servants? Why is it helpful to view Christian leaders as servants too? What are leaders 
stewards of? How are all Christians stewards of the mysteries of God? !
Q: What is required of teachers, leaders, pastors or planters? (v.2) How does God require faithfulness? How 
are you faithful to the One who has assigned you to your task? !
Q: Why is it a small thing to Paul that he be judged by men? (v.3) How can we protect ourselves from being 
swayed by the judgments of others? !
Q: What does it mean that Paul does “is not aware of anything against himself”? (v.4; 1 John 3:20) How do 
you live in the light of God as Judge? When should Christians judge? When should they stop from judging 
others? !
Q: When will judgement come? (v.5) How will the Jesus’ coming bring judgment? How can you live in the 
light of Jesus’ coming? !
Q: How has Paul applied these truth to himself and Apollos? (v.6) How can we guard ourselves from going 
beyond what is written? How can you be an example of a faithful steward to others? !
Q: What does Paul mean by the questions in verse 7? How do these questions get at the foci of the 
problem in Corinth? What does a proud person fail to realize? Why is it helpful to recognize that leaders are 
called to please the Lord Christ— and therefore you must refrain from standing in judgment over them? !
Q: How do the Corinthians have all they want, are rich, and have become kings? (v.8) How have you had 
an overinflated view of yourself as a Christian? How can we live humbly in the light of the future kingdom as 
kings with all the riches of Christ? !
Q: How does Paul view the apostles? (v.9) How should all believers, whether leaders or not, have a similar 
view of themselves? Is Paul minimizing the role of apostles or leaders? How are these marks of good 
leadership? How is servanthood different than the worlds form of leadership? !
Q: Why does Paul contrast himself (among other leaders) with the Corinthians? (v.10) Why does he use such 
polar opposites? (vs.10-13) Why would the Corinthians and world look down on the apostles rather than 
viewing them as great? Why does Paul have such a low view of himself and his position of leadership? How 
did the Corinthians “glorious” description of themselves contrast with the experiences of Paul and Apollos? !
Q: Why does Paul write these things? If you were one of the Corinthians how would Paul’s words make you 
feel? How do you feel now? How could they easily shame the church there? (v.14) !
Q: What does it mean to have many “guides” but few “fathers”? (v.15) Who are your guides and fathers in 
the faith? Why do we need fathers over just guides? How does Paul appeal to the Corinthian church like a 
father? !
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Q: Why does Paul encourage imitators? (v.16; cf. 11:1) Is Paul overemphasizing his role? Would you ever 
encourage people to imitate you? Why or why not? What does it mean to imitate? Who or what do you 
imitate? How would imitating Paul’s way of life require you to change your way of thinking? !
Q: Why did Paul send Timothy? (v.17) What are the “ways of Christ”? How are Paul’s teachings like a broken 
record wherever he goes? !
Q: How does Paul describe some peoples view of his lack of visits to Corinth? (v.18) What does Paul promise 
about a future visit? (v.19-20) !
Q: What are meant by Paul’s remaining questions? (v.21) How do leaders have to do both hard, yet loving 
things to help others grow mature? !
Q: Overall, in this passage, why is faithfulness in leadership so important? How can spiritual leaders 
ultimately lead us to Christ’s leadership? What crosses do leaders have to bear? How do leaders have to 
die to self too? !
Q: What theology of (spiritual) leadership does Paul lay out for us in this chapter? Would you describe it as a 
participatory servant leader? How are leaders to be tough and tender? How is this like Jesus’ own model of 
leadership?  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1 CORINTHIANS 5: INCEST  !
Response to the Case of Incest (5:1-13) !
Q: What is the report Paul hears happening with the church in Corinth? (v.1) How heinous is this sin? How 
has the sin of the community of Corinth influenced the community of Christ? !
Q: What is the church’s response to the sin? (v.2) Why would a church fail to mourn sin? What would be the 
reasons for keeping a sinner inside the church? !
Q: How is Paul able to address the issue from a distance though he is absent? (v.3) !
Q: When people gather in the name of Jesus Christ, why is purity and holiness important? (vs.4-5) Why is the 
removal of sin now helping him and the church prepare for a future judgement? (cf. 11:30; 1 Timothy 1:20; 2 
Corinthians 2:5–11; 7:8–13). How can church discipline be helpful for both the church and the sinner? Why 
do so few churches actually do this?  !
Q: Why is the church’s boasting dangerous? How does a little sin contaminate? (v.6) What is the leaven 
used for bread an illustration of? !
Q: What is the solution for removing the sin that is contaminating the body? (v.7) How is Jesus the ultimate 
solution? What is biblical separation? What does this text teach about biblical separation?  !
Q: How does the Fest of Unleavened Bread relate to this text? (v.8; cf. Exodus 12) !
Q: What letter is Paul referring to? (v.9) What did he warn them about in that letter?  !
Q: How does Paul clarify which sexually immoral people is meaning? (vs.10-11) What other sins does Paul list 
among sexual immorality? How is tolerating or associating with immoral people in the church more 
dangerous than associating with immoral persons in society? !
Q: Why is it useless to judge outsiders? (v.12) How does Paul’s words on judgement here compare and 
contrast with his previous words? (cf. 4:3-5) !
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1 CORINTHIANS 6: DO YOU NOT KNOW? !
Taking Minor Disputes Outside the Church Tarnishes the name of Christ (6:1-11) !
Q: What is happening outside the Corinthian that should be dealt with inside the church? (v.1) Is Paul 
minimizing the local judicial system? How is he maximizing the opportunity to deal with conflicts in the 
church? How is Paul continuing with another illustration what he began talking about in chapter 5 on 
dealing with conflicts in the church? !
Q: How many times does Paul say “Do you know know” in this chapter? (v.2, cf. vs. 3, 9, 15, 15, 19; also see 
3:16, 5:6; and Chapter 9). What does he mean by these questions? !
Q: How and when will saints judge the world? (vs.2-3) How does this greater or bigger future judgment give 
counsel to the smaller or more trivial present judgement? (v.2) Why is it important to be careful whom you 
get your advice from during disputes? !
Q: When disputes arise in the church who are we to call as judges? (v.4) !
Q: How does Paul shame the church yet challenge them at the same time? (v.5) !
Q: How is the believers actions tarnish the church and the name of Christ? (v.6) How can we protect our 
brothers and the reputation of Christ, even within conflicts of disputes? How can the way we handle 
disputes or conflicts display the reconciling power and wisdom of God? !
Q: How is the fact that there is disputes among them already a sign of their defeat? (v.7) Why would Paul 
suggest that they be wronged or cheated above going to court? Is Paul suggesting that Christians give up 
their civil or judicial rights? How are they instead cheating and wronging their own brothers? (v.8) How did 
Jesus give an example of voluntarily relinquish His rights to serve others? (cf. Philippians 2:1-11) !
Q: How are the actions of these brothers “like” those of the unbelievers? (vs.9-11a) How is this list of sins a 
good description of the Corinthians before Christ? !
Q: How does Paul remind them of who they are in Christ and through the Holy Spirit? (v.11b) Why is that 
important for every believer to remember and walk in? !
Q: What guidelines does Paul give for settling disputes between Christians? How should the Corinthian 
believers handle their disputes? How can the Body of Christ display the beauty and wisdom of Christ in the 
midst of conflicts? !
Tolerating Sexual Sin in the Body of Christ fails to Glorify the Temple of God 
(6:12-20) !
Q: “Everything is permissible for me.” What does this mean really? (v.12) How isn’t ‘everything’ beneficial? !
Q: How does Paul’s quotation, “The stomach is for food and food for the stomach,” related to the body 
and sexuality? (v.13) How will God deal with our human cravings? !
Q: How does Paul turn the churches head to the past and the future to help them to figure out how to live 
for Christ today? How does the power of the resurrection give us hope to fight ongoing sin? (v.14) !
Q: How are we members of Christ’s body? How does my body relate to my spiritual life?  How does Paul 
build on this comparing Jesus Body with a prostitute? (vs.15-17) How is Paul’s view of sex humanizing? !
Q: How are we to consider sexual immorality? (v.18) Although not directly address here what are the 
biblical border lines between proper sexuality and sexual immorality? What does it mean to “sins against 
one’s own body”? !
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Q: How can understanding your body as the temple of the Holy Spirit lead you to care for it? (vs.19-20; cf. 
3:16-17) What kind of temple are you? Who’s temple are you? !
Q: How does redemption make honoring God with our body possible? (v.20) !
Q: How is the Trinity on display in verses 19 and 20? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 7: CONCERNING MARRIAGE !
Concerning Those Presently Married or Previously Married (7:1-16) !
Q: What concern does Paul bring up, introducing a new topic in his letter? (v.1) How is this a timely topic 
after Chapter 5 and 6 on topics of related to sexual matters? !
Q: How does Paul clarify the Corinthians statement? (v.1b-2) How does Paul define biblical marriage within 
this verse? !
Q: How do the husband and wife serve each other in the marriage relationship? (vs.3-4) How might this 
verse be backwards for many cultures or marriages? How does Paul promote sexual relations in the context 
of marriage? How is sex often distorted inside or outside marriage? !
Q: How can depriving one another in the marriage relationship of sex give Satan a foothold? (v.5) When is 
it appropriate to obtain from sex in marriage? !
Q: How does Paul use himself as an illustration? (vs.6-7) How are marriage and singleness both a gift from 
God? How can you use this text (and Ephesians 5:21-33) to build a biblical theology for marriage and 
singleness? How can Christians promote marriage with out disintegrating singleness? !
Q: Which type of people does Paul single out first? (v.8) Why would Paul advocate singleness? !
Q: When is remaining single not wise? (v.9) Since God created us as sexual beings how can we glorify God 
while being single or married? !
Q: What is the second type of person Paul introduces? (v.10) What does Paul charge them to do and by 
whose authority? !
Q: In the case of separation what should the separated spouse do? (v.11) How does reconciliation 
resemble God’s own character? !
Q: What is the third type of people Paul introduces? (vs.12-13) Why would Paul persist in preserving 
marriage? What are some of the fallacies people considering divorce often believe? How can this passage 
remind us of what is true, even in a difficult marriage? !
Q: How can remaining in the marriage be a mean s of displaying God’s character? (v.14-16) What is the 
meaning of Paul’s inclusion of the phrase “made holy”? How do these verses address dating unbelievers? 
How should a Christian approach a relationship with an unbeliever of the opposite sex? !
Q: Why shouldn’t Christians be in a hurry to change their marital status? !
Q: How does Paul keep a balance between singleness and marriage in this chapter? How does he keep a 
balance in his view of sexuality in a sex-crazed society? !
Circumcision and Slavery Analogies (7:17-24) !
Q: How does this passage feel disconnected by is really connected to the whole of Chapter 7? !
Q: What is the rule that Paul lays down in all the churches? (v.17) How does Paul’s counsel run contrary to 
our modern world that says one is to never be satisfied with where they are (or even the opposite side of 
the pendulum: passivity)? Are there any callings that the Christian cannot remain in after conversion? How 
does or doesn’t Paul address this in this passage? !
Q: Why would Paul use circumcision as the illustration for “remaining as you are called”? (v.18) What call is 
Paul speaking of here: a broad ministry call or narrow marriage call or both and? !
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Q: How does keeping God’s commands trump circumcision or uncircumcision? (v.19) Why is remaining as 
you are called important? (v.20) !
Q: What kind of people were likely in the church at Corinth? (vs.21-22) Why might they be unsatisfied with 
their previous calling? How are slaves more free in Christ than being freed from physical slaver? How does 
the illustration of freedom and slavery correlate with singleness versus marriage? !
Q: Does this verse sound familiar? How does spiritual slavery outweigh physical slavery? (v.23) !
Q: How does our responsibility to God help us to remain in our calling? (v.24) !
Concerning Those Never Married or Looking to Marry (7:25-40) !
Q: Which audience does Paul address next? (v.25) What is Paul’s counsel to them? (vs.26-28)  !
Q: What is the present crisis Paul is referring to? (v.26) !
Q: How does Paul turn the heads of his readers forward? How does this give motivation to live in the now? 
(vs.29-31) How do you live in the light of the present crisis? !
Q: How would Paul like them to be free from concerns? How is a married man/woman concerned? (vs.
32-35) Why is it important to consider you calling in Christ before getting married? Why is it good to ask, 
“Could I be equally useful to the Lord if married, or would it inevitably curtail my usefulness to him?” How 
have you seen God use both singles and married people for kingdom advances? How have you seen the 
hardships of ministry affect the marriage and family? !
Q: What is Paul’s counsel for those virgins considering marriage? (v.36) How does he clear the consciences 
of man scenarios? (vs.36-38) !
Q: What are the biblical boundaries Paul gives for remaining married and remarriage? (v.39) What is his 
final bit of counsel toward the single or widow? (v.40)  !
Q: What does Paul mean when he says, “I think that I too have the Spirit of God”? !
How would you sum up Paul’s concerns in this chapter? What is your gift from God (singleness, marriage, 
remarriage, etc.)? Are you marrying a believer? Are the circumstances such that marriage is right? How will 
marriage affect your service for Christ? Are your prepared to enter into this union for life? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 8: CONCERNING FOOD 
SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (PART 1) !
Balancing Knowledge with Love: Introducing the Problem and Solution (8:1-13) !
Q: What is the next concern Paul addresses? (v.1) What does Paul mean when he quotes “All of us have 
knowledge”? How does knowledge puff up? How does love build up? Would you rather be known by your 
knowledge or your love? Why? !
Q: How does knowledge often blind us to what we should know? (v.2) !
Q: How should knowing God feed our love for Him and visa versa? Why doesn’t knowing God not equal 
loving God? (v.3; cf. Galatians 5:14; 1 Corinthians 13) What does it mean to know God? What does it mean 
to be known by God? !
Q: What is an idol? (v.4-6) What is the Bibles take on idolatry? What are some modern equivalents to idols 
today? How does Paul justify the freedom to eat food used for idols? How does God announce the 
shema? (cf. Deuteronomy 6:4). What separates our God, the One True God, from other gods? !
Q: Why do some not possess this knowledge of God? How is their conscience defiled? (v.7) !
Q: Why doesn’t food commend us to God? (v.8) !
Q: Though eating food to idols might not be a big deal, how do we still need to be careful? (vs.9-10) How 
could it be a stumbling block to the weak? Who are the weak? Who are the strong? How can the strong 
love the weak and the weak love the strong? !
Q: How can the weaker brother be destroyed by you eating food used as a sacrifice to idols? (vs.11-12) 
How is this a sin against Christ? !
Q: How would Paul handle the situation in Corinth? Why? (v.13) !
Q: How would you summarize the problem and solution as Paul introduces it in Chapter 8? How does this 
chapter help us to understand how to handle other grey areas in Christian practice? What are other grey 
areas that this text could apply to? How is this setting a good foundational understanding of the problem 
and solution that Paul will continue to unfold in Chapters 9-10?  !
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1 CORINTHIANS 9: CONCERNING FOOD 
SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (PART 2) !
Surrender Your Rights: Money & Ministry (9:1-18) !
Q: What rhetorical questions does Paul ask? (v.1) What is the intended response? !
Q: How is the church in Corinth a proof of Paul’s apostleship? (vs.2-3) Why does Paul begin with his position 
as an apostle? Is he on a power kick? How can we follow Paul and Jesus’ model of service? !
Q: What is Paul’s defense for those who would examine him? (vs.4-14) What are the gist of the questions 
Paul gives next? (vs.4-6) How does Paul’s ministry free the church and advance the gospel in hard to reach 
places? !
Q: What examples from normal life does Paul give for supporting servants and the profit they receive from 
their services? (vs.7, 11) What profit is there from doing ministry? !
Q: What authority does Paul have to share these truths with the Corinthians? How could Paul or other 
gospel ministers abuse their rights or authority? !
Q: Why does Paul quote from the Law of Moses about not muzzling the ox? (vs.9-12) How does this law 
relate to the labors of gospel ministers?  !
Q: What right is Paul speaking about? (v.12) Why would Paul be willing to endure anything rather than put 
an obstacle to the gospel?. How is this the key to chapters 9-10 on idol meat? How can we obsess about 
little things while missing the big thing? What things do you hold onto with an open hand? What things do 
you hold onto with closed hands? How is Jim Elliot’s quote fitting and exemplified with this text: “He is no 
fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”? !
Q: What example does Paul give? (v.13) How does Paul use this example to back is livelihood in gospel 
ministry? (v.14) !
Q: Why doesn’t Paul want to burden the Corinthians with his needs? (v.15) How can money for gospel 
ministry hinder gospel ministry? !
Q: Why does Paul have no grounds for boasting in preaching the gospel? (vs.16-17) What is Paul’s reward? 
(v.18) What makes you happier than doing gospel ministry? !
Surrender Your Rights: To Save as Many as Possible (9:19-27) !
Q: Why is Paul free from all but is willing to surround his rights? (v.19) !
Q: What does it mean to be “all things to all people”? How has Paul become a servant of all? (vs.20-22) In 
what ways can you be a servant of all? In what ways are you willing to come alongside believers and 
unbelievers, weak and strong to help them know and live the gospel? Who are the “all peoples” around 
you who need the gospel? What right might you have to relinquish to reach them? !
Q: Why is Paul willing to be a servant rather than be served? (v.23) !
Q: How does Paul use the example of a race to explain how he himself surrenders His rights? (vs.24-27) How 
is giving up your rights like an athlete in training? How can you run the race with endurance in your 
community and in your church? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 10: CONCERNING FOOD 
SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (PART 3) !
Idols: Israel’s Past vs. Corinth’s Present (10:1-22) !
Q: What happens when you fail to exercise strict control in the Christian life? (cf. 9:24-27) !
Q: Which Old Testament story does Paul point back to? (vs.1-5; cf. Exodus 16:3; Numbers 11:4) Why do the 
people need to be reminded of the past? What privileges did the people of Israel receive? !
Q: Why would he use this story to reference Corinth’s current situation? (vs.6-11) How do we see here a 
progression of moral decay? !
Q: Why do is this an important truth for us to heed? (v.12) Why is it important to look back on the mistakes or 
sins of others? !
Q: How do these promise encourage you? (v.13) How does God always provide a way of escape? Can 
you think of Biblical character who succeeded or failed in using an escape hatch? (i.e. Adam, Abraham, 
Joseph, David, etc.) !
Q: How do you see Paul’s heart of urgency here? Why must we flee from idolatry? (vs.14-15) !
Q: What is the cup of blessing and breaking of bread an illustration of? (vs.16-18) Why are some lifestyles 
incompatible with celebrating communion? What is your attitude and approach to communion? !
Q: How does Paul compare and apply the sacrificial food to the idol food? (vs.19-20) How do these truths 
relate to communion? (v.21) !
Q: How does idolatry provoke God to jealousy? (v.22) What does it mean when asked, “Are we stronger 
than He”?  !
Balancing Freedom vs. Limits (10:23-11:1) !
Q: What  does it mean that all things are lawful? How aren’t all things helpful nor build up? (v.23) How is this 
principle helpful for all areas of your Christian life?  !
Q: Where have you heard this verse before? (v.24) Why is it so important to hear again and again? !
Q: How does Paul address the issue of idol meat in the market and the dinner party? (v.25-28) Why does 
Paul say not to hinder your or your brothers conscience, but it is okay to hinder the conscience of the 
unbeliever? (vs.28-30) !
Q: How do we give God glory by eating and drinking? (v.31) What does it mean not to give God glory in 
these everyday activities? How does this affect the church or community of Christ? (vs.32-33) !
Q: How is Paul lead by example? (v.33, 11:1; cf. 4:16) How will you follow or imitate Paul? How would you 
call people to imitate you ? !
Q: Why is it important to read and understand Chapters 8-10 together? What is the over theme woven into 
those chapters? How does this echoes Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:37-40? !
Q: How does this text display our gospel freedom? How do you enjoy your freedom? How could you abuse 
it? How can you encourage others to walk in it? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 11: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 1: HEAD COVERINGS & COMMUNION) !
Head Coverings (11:2-16) !
Q: What traditions is Paul speaking about? (v.2) When and why did Paul delivered them to the Corinthians? !
Q: Who is the head of man? Who is the head of home? Who is the head of Christ? Why are these questions 
so important for understanding man, the home, and the Trinity? (v.3) Why is headship as the Bible states it 
important? How is it often abused or twisted? Why does the word “authority” often bother us, but God is 
not afraid to include it in His Word and call all to honor authority? !
Q: Why is it a dishonorable for a man to cover his head while praying? (v.4) Why is it dishonorable for a 
woman to uncover his head while praying or prophesying? (v.5) What is the purpose of including 
prophesying for woman but not man?  !
Q: Why would Paul give the extreme example of a woman cutting or shaving her head, but then calling 
that dishonorable? (v.6) !
Q: Why is man made in the image of God? (v.7) And woman the image of man? Isn’t woman made in the 
image of God too? !
Q: How does creation order contribute to the roles of man and women? (vs.8-9)  !
Q: What do the angels have to with the woman wearing a head covering? How is the head covering a 
symbol of authority? (v.10) !
Q: How do man and woman compliment one another in God’s creation? (vs.11-12) !
Q: Why are we to judge woman’s posture in worship according to Paul’s question? (v.13) !
Q: Why is it a disgrace for a man to have long hair? (v.14) What about Nazarite's in the Old Testament? !
Q: How is hair a woman's glory? (v.15) How does a women’s glory ultimately give glory to God? How do 
symbolic acts of worship aid worship? !
Q: What does it mean to be “contentious”? Why is this a behavior the church must flee from? (v.16) !
Q: What reasons does Paul give for head coverings? How can you honor head coverings even if you live in 
a society that does not? !
Communion (11:17-34) !
Q: In what tone does Paul begin this next section? (v.17a)  !
Q: What are the Corinthians worse at when they are together? (v.17b-19) Why are all divisions in the church 
not all bad? !
Q: What are these divisions in the church really affecting? (v.20) !
Q: How does Paul describe the manner in which the church celebrates communion? (vs.21-22) Why is 
communion alone contradictory to what communion signifies? !
Q: Why is Paul so serious about this? How does his theology affect his practice? (vs.23-26) How is 
communion a celebration of Christ’s death and our unity in Christ? Why is it important to remember Christ 
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together? How does the meal unify? What is the duration of the communion celebration for the church? (v.
26) !
Q: What are the consequences of celebrating communion in an unworthy manner? (v.27) !
Q: What does it mean to examine yourself? How has this text often been over interpreted in the church or 
communion service? (v.28) !
Q: What is the judgment one brings upon himself for celebrating communion in an unworthy manner? (v.
29) What judgments does Paul give to show examples of those judgments? (v.30) Are weaknesses, illnesses 
and death among Christians always a sign of judgment? Why or why not? Why does Paul have the right to 
judge? (vs.31-32)  !
Q: What is Paul’s final encouragement on this matter of communion in the Body? (vs.33-34) !
Q: How does this passage make you think about communion? How can this influence the next time you 
celebrate communion within your church? How does this text build a good theology behind communion? 
What do you think of Michael Green’s six-fold summary of the Lord’s Supper?  “Paul stresses in verses 17–34: 
look back (to Christ’s death), look in (in self-examination), look up (fellowship with God), look around 
(fellowship with each other), look forward (to Christ’s return), and look outward (to proclaim God’s word to 
others).” !!
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1 CORINTHIANS 12: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 2: SPIRITUAL GIFTS & UNITY) !
Introduction to Spiritual Gifts (12:1-11) !
Q: What topic of worship does Paul now shift to in chapter 12? (v.12) What are spiritual gifts? How are they 
related to church and worship? !
Q: Why does Paul bring up their pagan past? (vs.2-3) What does it mean to say, “Jesus is accursed”? (v. 
3a). What does it mean to say, “Jesus is Lord”?(v. 3b; cf. Romans 10:9-10). !
Q: Why is their a diversity of gifts? What is the unifying factor between all the spiritual gifts? (v.4) Why do 
some see the diversity of gifts in the church as a problem or contrary to unity? !
Q: What’s the difference between services and activities and gifts? (vs.5-6) Again, what is the unifying 
factor in all these things? How do you see the Trinity at work in giving gifts?  !
Q: What is the ‘manifestation of the Spirit for the common good’? (v.7) How many gifts does each believer 
possess? !
Q: What are the examples of the Spirits manifestation that are given? (vs.8-10) How would you describe 
these gifts and how do they benefit the church? !
Q: What point does Paul come back to? (v.11) Why would Paul repeat again and again to the truth that 
we have the same Spirit and God who empowers these gifts? How have you seen how God gives spiritual 
gifts individually as He wills? !
Diversity within Unity (12:12-31a) !
Q: What illustration does Paul use to describe the church? (v.12) Why is this such a fitting example for the 
church? What kind of body are we? !
Q: How does Paul show the differences in the body in his day? (v.13) Why is this so important for the church 
at Corinth to see? How is the church different from most religious or non-religious institutions? What is the 
meaning of being “baptized into one spirit”? !
Q: How does Paul take the illustration of the body further? (vs.14-20) What is his point? Who arranges and 
choses the various parts of the body? (v.18) Why is that so important to the illustration? How have/could 
you learned to appreciate the diversity within the church? !
Q: Why does Paul return to the illustration of the hand not needing the foot? (v.21) How can some in the 
church be like the hand who says this? !
Q: How are seemingly weaker or lesser or unclothed parts of the body indispensable, honorable, and 
presentable? (vs.22-24) Have you ever felt like an weak link, honor, or unpresentable (hidden) part of the 
body? How does this text give you encouragement? !
Q: What is the reason Paul shares for honoring each member of the church? (v.25) How do you use your 
gifts to care for others in the body? How do others use their gifts to care for you? How do we elevate one 
member above another? How does this divide a church rather than unify it? !
Q: How do we all suffer it one member suffers? (v.26) How do we all rejoice if one member is honored? How 
have you seen or experienced this suffering or rejoicing in your own church? !
Q: How is the body of Christ both individual and corporate? (v.27) Why is neither more important than the 
other? 
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!
Q: Which gifts has God given the church that Paul lists here? (v.28; cf. vs.8-10) How is this list different or the 
same compared to other texts on spiritual gifts? (cf. Romans 12; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 4:11) How does this 
yet remind us of the churches mission to go to the nations? !
Q: What is the purpose of Paul’s multi-stringed questions? (vs.29-30) Which of these gifts are often elevated 
among the others at certain times by certain people? Why are the first three gifts ranked? Why would 
tongues be last? !
Q: What are the higher gifts to be desired? (v.31) What is the more excellent way?  !
Q: How does this chapter shape your views on spiritual gifts? How would you build a biblical theology of 
gifts for the church based on this text? why is diversity within unity so important to the church and Christ? 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1 CORINTHIANS 13: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 3: SPIRITUAL GIFTS & LOVE) !
Love is the Key (12:31b-13:13) !
What is the more excellent way? (v.12:31b) !
Q: What is the key word of this chapter that is also mentioned in the first verse? (v.1) Which gift of the spirit is 
it compared to and illustrated? How would you define love? What does love look like? !
Q: What good things does Paul list that without love are nothing? (vs.2-3) What’s the big deal about love? !
Q: What characterizes love? (vs.4-7) How do you measure up to this list of characteristics about love? How 
does Christ fit each of these characteristics of love? Replace the word love in verses 4-7 with the name of 
Christ, then your name. What areas of your “love life” do you need to work on? !
Q: How do gifts pass away, but love never ends? (v.8) Why will gifts cease? !
Q: What does it mean to “know in part”? (v.9) !
Q: What is the “perfect that has come”? (v.10) !
Q: What is the meaning of Paul’s child to man illustration? (v.11) !
Q: What is the meaning of Paul’s mirror illustration? (v.12) !
Q: Which three characteristics abide forever? (v.13) Why these three? Which is the greatest of these 
characteristics? Why?. How have you see God work faith, hope, and love in you? How does this chapter 
raise the definition of love from just some emotion to an eternal characteristic? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 14: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 4: SPIRITUAL GIFTS OF PROPHECY & 
TONGUES) !
Prophecy and Tongues: Prefer Intelligibility (14:1–25) !
Q: How does pursuing love and desiring spiritual gifts go together? (v.1) Why would prophesying be singled 
out above other gifts? !
Q: Who is the audience of one who speaks in tongues? (v.2) Why would this be important? !
Q: Who is the audience of one who prophecies? (v.3)  !
Q: How are tongues and prophesying compared? (v.4)  But don’t all tongues build up the church? Why 
such a contrast between the spiritual gifts here? Why would prophesying be better than tongues in Paul’s 
opinion? (v.5) !
Q: What is the meaning of Paul’s question? (v.6) How do tongues benefit the church? Do they need to be 
attached to another gift to have meaning? Why is clear communication important for the message and 
the messenger? !
Q: What is the meaning of the comparison between a musical instrument and the gift of tongues? (vs.7-8) !
Q: What are tongues without meaning or benefit to the church? (vs.9-12) Why should it be our aim to build 
up the church with our spiritual gifts? !
Q: How does Paul illustrate the necessity for an interpreter for the gift of tongues? (vs.13-17) How does this 
illustrate the benefit of one gift to anthers for the overall benefit of the body? !
Q: Why would Paul boast about his spiritual gift of tongues? (v.18) Why would he rather speak with his mind 
than his tongue? (v.19-20) How can the church speak in tongues with their mind or intelligibly? (vs.20, 23)  !
Q: How is the gift of tongues a sign for unbelievers? (v.21-22) But the gift of prophecy a sign for believers? !
Q: How does prophecy call an unbeliever to repentance, but not tongues? (vs.24-25) !
Prophecy and Tongues: Prefer Order (14:26–40) !
Q: What does the church worship when it gathers together? (v.26) Is this all a worship gathering includes? 
(cf. Acts 2:42-47). Why is each part important? What is the goal of each part?  !
Q: What kind of guidelines for worship are given for speaking in tongues? (vs.27-28) How are the guidelines 
for worship for prophecy similar or different than speaking in tongues? (vs.29-32) !
Q: What does it mean that “God is not a God of confusion but of peace”? (v.33a) !
Q: What are the guidelines for worship for women? (vs.33b-35) Are these meant to be restricting to women? !
Q: What is meant by Paul’s questions? (v.36) !
Q: How are Paul’s writings a command from God? (v.37) What are the consequences of not heeding his 
word? (v.38) !
Q: How does Paul bring balance to the issue of speaking in tongues and prophecy? (vs.39-40) How does 
this chapter promote both freedom and order in worship? 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1 CORINTHIANS 15: CONCERNING THE 
RESURRECTION !
The Resurrection: It’s Certainty (15:1–34) !
Q: How does Paul change the subject with this chapter? (vs.1-2) Why does he remind them of the basics? 
How is the gospel not just the ABC’s of our faith but the A to Z’s? !
Q: What is the gospel in a nutshell? (vs.3-4) How is this life shattering, earth shaking, ground breaking news 
of yesterday and for today? Why did Jesus need to die? !
Q: What proof is there of Jesus’ resurrection? (vs.5-8) Who saw him raise from the dead?  Why is this so 
important to have eyewitness accounts of Jesus death and resurrection? (see: Galatians 1:12,18-24). !
Q: How does Paul describe himself? (vs.9-10) Is this an accurate self portrait? Would you have described 
Paul like this? How would you describe yourself in his shoes? !
Q: What is the thing Paul holds in common with all the apostles? (v.11) !
Q: What do some say about the resurrection of the dead? (v.12) What would it mean if there was no 
resurrection? (vs.13-20) Could you imagine life or dead without the resurrection? !
Q: How does Paul compare Adam to Christ? (vs.21-22) Why is this comparison so important to 
understanding the gospel and the need for the resurrection?  !
Q: What does it mean that Jesus is the first fruits? (vs.20, 23) !
Q: How does Jesus’ death conquer sin, death, and the enemy? (vs.23-24) !
Q: Who is the enemy of Christ? (vs.25-26) What verse is this a fulfillment of in Scripture? (v.25) What does this 
tell you about death and the enemy in relation to Christ? (v.27; cf. Psalm 8:6; Ephesians 1:22; Matthew 
11:27; 28:18). If everything submits to Jesus, how are you doing this too? How was Jesus Himself our example 
by submitting Himself to the Father? (v.28) How do these verse exalt the sovereignty of God? !
Q: What is baptizing on behalf of the dead? (v.29) Why would Paul include these questions? (vs.29-30) !
Q: What does it mean that Paul dies everyday? (v.31; cf. Luke 9:23; Romans 8:36) 
Q: What would life be without the resurrection? (v.32) !
Q: How does the reality of our resurrection to come give us motivation to live for God today? (vs.33-34; cf. 
Acts 23:6; cf. 24:21; 26:6–8) How is the resurrection at the very center of our faith? !
The Resurrection: It’s Nature (15:35-58) !
Q: What questions will people ask? (v.35) How does Paul respond to this question? (vs.36-41) When you 
consider your heavenly body, what are you grateful for? !
Q: What about the earthly body will perish and what will remain? What is the differences between a natural 
and spiritual body? (vs.42-44; cf. 2:6-16) !
Q: What example does Paul use to speak of the natural and spiritual man? (v.45) How are the two Adam’s 
compared in other places in Scripture?  !
Q: How are we like the first and second Adams? (vs.46-49) !
Q: Why won’t there be bodies as we know it in heaven? (vs.50) 
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!
Q: What will happen to us and our bodies? (vs.51-52) Why is this change so important? (vs.53-55) !
Q: Why is a natural body succumbed to perish and mortality? (v.56) !
Q: Why doesn’t the natural body have to be succumbed to the sting of death? (v.57) !
Q: What should our response be to the work of Christ in the flesh? (v.58) How does Jesus’ work on the cross 
and His resurrection bolster your faith and service for Him? How does the resurrection give you hope for 
today and tomorrow? !!
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1 CORINTHIANS 16: COLLECTION & SALUTATIONS !
Concerning a Special Collection (16:1–4) !
Q: What is the collection for the saints? (v.1) Why is giving and preparing to give important? How do you 
prepare or plan to give regularly and for special events/projects? !
Q: How are the Corinthians to collect the money? (v.2) What does Paul teach about giving in this short 
text? How much should one give? (cf. 2 Corinthians 8-9) !
Q: Why would Paul send the collection to Jerusalem? (v.3) How can you or your church be a blessing to 
other believers in need near you or around the world? How can you generosity both help (or hinder) them? !
Q: How will the collection be sent to Jerusalem? (vs.3-4) How do you see both financial integrity and 
accountability at work here? !
Travel Plans: Helping those on the Go (16:5-12) !
Q: Where does Paul have to go first before coming to Corinth? (v.5) Why is he stopping there? (cf. Acts 
16:9; 19:21).  !
Q: What do you learn about Paul’s travel plans and personal visits? (vs.6-9) How can you or your church be 
of help to those traveling and ministering? !
Q:  Who is coming? (vs.10-11) How does Paul prepare the church for his visit?  Why might the church 
despise Timothy? What is Timothy doing among them? How can we protect ourselves from lifting up God’s 
servants to highly or lowly? !
Getting Personal: Final Goodbyes and Exits (16:12-24) !
Q: Who is Apollos and the other brothers? (v.12; cf. Acts 18:24). !
Q: How does verses 13-14 like a commanders charge to his troops, to men and all who follow Christ? Where 
have you heard these charges elsewhere in Scripture? How is the last charge the most important? (v.14). 
Which of the commands challenges you the most? Which do you most need to focus us right now? !
Q: Who is Stephanas? What has been the ministry of Stephanas and his family? How is this a blessing to the 
church and those who are serving it, like Paul? (vs. 15-18)  How does Paul encourage the church to honor 
such servants?  !
Q: Who does Paul give final greetings to? (v.19) Who are they?  !
Q: What is a holy kiss? !
Q: How did Paul write this letter? (v. 21; cf. Colossians 4:18; 2 Thessalonians 3:17; Romans 16:22; Galatians 
6:11; Philemon 19). How are letters so special to you? How special would these letters have been to the 
church? How has this letter been a blessing to you? !
Q: What are Paul’s final words? (vs.22-24). How are last words important? Why are these last words 
significant? How do you normally close a letter? How does Paul offer you encouragement as you think 
about the closing of your next letter or email? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 1: DIVISIONS (PART 1) !
Q: What do you know about Corinth? What do you know about the letter to Corinth? What would you like 
to know about this letter?  !
Q: How is this letter practical and applicable to the church today as it was for the first century church? !
Paul loves the Corinthians: Greeting and Thanks (1:1-9) !
Q: Who is the clear author of the letter? Paul, the apostle (v.1). What do you know about Paul? (cf. Acts 9, 
13-28) Why is it so important that he label himself as “called” and as an “apostle”? It gives the letter authority. 
Only prophets and apostles are canonize in the Scripture. Why would Paul need to assert or reassert his 
authority to the Corinthians? !
Q: Who is Sosthenes? He could be the synagogue ruler of Corinth (cf. Acts 18:17), possibly later converted. He 
is accompanying Paul and the time of his writing. !
Q: Who is Paul writing to? He is writing to the church collectively at Corinth (v.2). Where was the church of 
Corinth meeting? They were meeting in peoples homes. By the time of the writing of this letter they were 
probably meeting in several house churches. !
Q: What kind of theology does Paul give us in verse 2 about the church? 1) It is God’s. It’s an owned group. 2) 
It is made up of this being sanctified or becoming holy in Jesus Christ. It’s a growing group. 3)  It is all believers 
from everyplace who call on the name of Jesus. It’s a big collective group. What do you learn about the 
church from Paul? How does it help you to look at your church through these eyes? How does it bring unity to 
the church? !
Q: How is the structure of 1 Corinthians like that of most letters? It has a greeting, body and salutation. Why 
would Paul use the words “grace and peace”? “Grace” (Greco-Roman) or “peace” (Jewish) is a common 
way to begin a letter or conversation. There are also theological overtones with each of these words. !
Q: Who does Paul thank first? God (v.3-4). For whom? The church. Why? For the grace of God given to them. 
Why is is good and appropriate to recognize the measure of grace God gives to the church? !
Q: How does Paul give thanks for them? Paul zeroes in on the spiritual blessings that they have in Christ (vs.
5-7): They were rich in speech and knowledge (v.5) and are not lacking any gift (vs.6-7). How can Paul be so 
thankful (or positive) for this church despite all the divisions and abuses of the grace given to them? How 
would you give thanks to God and to your church for your church?  !
Q: How is the character of God still evident in the church? God is faithful to His promises (vs.8-9). He is 
perfecting His people and one day they will be perfected (vs.7b, 8b; cf. Philippians 1:6). Why is it important to 
focus on the faithfulness of God rather than the fickleness of man? How is this characteristic of God such an 
encouraging promise for you and the church? The church is a work in progress. People are growing closer to 
Jesus. Despite fits and starts and growing pains God is still at work in and through the church. Even when a 
church seems so far from being holy they are being sanctified. !
The Problem: Groupie-ness (1:10-17) !
Q: What is the initial problem Paul addresses? There are disagreements causing division in the church (v.10). 
What kind of divisions arise in the church? How are divisions so detrimental for the church? How is disunity in 
the church still a great scandal today? (cf. John 17; Ephesians 3:9-10) !
Q: Who reports the division to Paul? (v.11) Chloe’s household. Who is Chloe? It’s a woman's name. She is 
likely from Corinth (or Ephesus) and the church there, but otherwise anonymous. Chloe was an sent to Paul 
similar to Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (16:17; cf. 7:1).   !
Q: What was the initial division about? (v.12) There are four leaders: Paul, Apollos, Cephas (Peter), and 
Jesus. And people are picking sides as to whom they want to follow. Are there other divisions? Likely yes (cf. 
chapters 2-4). What do you know about these four leaders? (cf. Acts 18:24-28; Galatians 2:11-14) What is 
Paul’s simple solution to the problem? By the name of the Lord Jesus, to agree (say the same thing) and be 
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unified (cf. Acts 1:14; 4:24, 32; 15:25). Is the solution really that simple? Paul gets to the real solution without 
siding with one particular party. !
Q: Why do you think cliques had formed around Paul, Apollos, and Cephas? (v.12) The reasons are not 
clear, but likely it was some sort of personality cult/groupie, hero/celebrity worship, party spirit or rival 
faction. It could be that certain people rallied around their favorite teachers. Later, there is some idea that 
the party spirits revolved around who baptized them (v.13) and who tickled their intellect (v.17). Have you 
ever seen Christians like this? Personality or Hero worship? Why is this divisive? Is there ever an appropriate 
time to divide and over what? !
Q: What do you think the “Christ” clique represents? Was the Christ-party one that nobly refused to over-
exalt any human leader, or had it too become factious? The three other factions lead one to believe the 
Christ-group was a faction too. !
Q: What is the implied answer to Paul’s three questions in verse 13? No. No. No. How did Paul conduct 
himself in Corinth to avoid, if possible, the problem of personality cult? (vs.14-17) He compares himself with 
Christ. There is no comparison between a man’s work and Jesus’ work. Paul was not crucified. Paul did not 
baptize in his name (cf. Acts 2:38). All the work and authority belongs to Jesus and no man. !
Q: What do we know about the few people that Paul baptized? (vs.14,16) Crispus was the synagogue ruler 
who turned to Christ (Acts 18:8). Gaius was the host of the church (Romans 16:23, not the same as 3 John). 
Stephanas’ household, an emissary (16:15,17). !
Q: What significance does baptizing a person relate to this division? Some identified with the person who 
baptized them, brought them to the Lord and discipled them. What is baptism and it’s significance on our 
life? Who baptized you? What significance do they have in your life? Who plays a greater role in your 
baptism, the one who baptized you or the One in whom you were baptized? !
Q: What was Paul mission in Corinth? To preach the gospel, and not to baptize. Is Paul giving a lack of 
significance to baptism? (cf. Matthew 28:19-20) What does he mean by this? His primary calling from God 
was to preach the gospel, not baptize. He left that ministry to those elders he appointed at the churches 
he planted. When Jesus is not the center of your life or church, what often becomes center? How is Jesus 
and the gospel the cure for disunity and divisiveness? (v.10, 17) How does focusing on Christ, the cross, and 
gospel unify the church? !
The Solution: The Cross Need to be Center (1:18-31) !
Q: What is foolish? What is wise? What makes something foolish or wise? Who determines what is foolish or 
wise?  !
Q: What is power? What is weak? What makes something powerful or weak? Who determines what is 
powerful or weak?  !
Q: According to Paul, what are the two kids of people in the world? Dying and living (being saved). 
Diametrical opposites. What separates the two-types? The cross. Why is the cross foolish and unpalatable to 
the dying but powerful to those being the saved? (vs.18) Its a plan man would never think up nor does it 
seem smart and tough. However, it is the only means to salvation. How is the cross still viewed as foolish and 
feeble today?  !
Q: Who wrote verse 19? God (cf. Isa. 29:14; Job 5:12, 13; Jeremiah 8:9; Matthew 11:25). How does Paul 
show the wisdom of using the Word of God to back up his statement in verse 18? Who will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise and frustrate the intelligence of the intelligent? God. Why? How does the cross shatter 
all human strength and wisdom? We need God. I cannot be without Him. !
Q: What are the three rhetorical questions of verse 20 suppose to reveal? No one wise is to be found. Man 
compared to God is incomparable. You cannot make any comparison between the wisdom/power of 
man and the omniscience/omnipotence of God (cf. 2:6; 3:19; Isaiah 19:12; 44:25; Romans 1:22, 26). !
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Q: How does the world, in it’s wisdom, get to God? It doesn’t. It thinks it’s god (v.21). Man thinks he is saved 
by intellect. Knowledge and wisdom is power. How does God save man? Through the foolishness of 
preaching: powerless wisdom and foolish power. What are earthly wisdom? What is good, bad, or limiting 
about earthly wisdom? Is Paul opposed to wisdom and knowledge? Explain. !
Q: What kind of proof do Gentiles and Jews need concerning the redemptive plan of God? Jews need 
power. Think: OT God (cf. Matthew 12:38-42; John 4L48; 20:29-31). Gentiles need wisdom. Think: Greek 
intellect (v,22). God does not conform to man’s criteria, man must conform to His: foolish preaching. Which 
do you require of God more often power or wisdom as proof of His plan? Explain. How do you assess God 
or make Him meet you on your terms? !
Q: How is the preaching of the gospel the opposite of what Jews and Greeks desire, yet exactly what they 
need? Concerning God’s redemptive plan the Jews think the cross was feeble and the Greeks think the 
cross is foolish (v.23; Galatians 5:1; 1 Peter 2:8). From the worlds opinion how is the plan of the cross both 
feeble and foolish? The message of the cross insults man’s intelligence and does not impress. How is it just 
the opposite for those called by God? The cross is the greatest display of God’s power and wisdom (v.24; 
Romans 1:16). The cross is insulting, yet we are impressed by the grace and mercy of God. !
Q: How do we begin to compare the power and wisdom of God versus man? The foolishness of God is still 
far wiser than man’s most wisest thought. The weakness of God is still far more powerful than man’s most 
strongest feat (v.25). Divine and human values are completely at variance with one another.  Is God 
“foolish” or “weak”? No. Why does Paul use these words to compare God and man? It is to show how polar 
opposite God and man really are when it comes to power and wisdom. !
Q: What had the Corinthians forgotten about their past and God purpose in choosing them? (vs.26-29) 
Reminds them that they were foolish, weak, base, and despised. “Base” or “despised” are words often 
used of slaves. Note: It is estimated that 400,000 of the 750,000 residents of Corinth were slaves. Now the 
Corinthians were not poor or powerless, they just weren’t from the “cream of the crop.” As you reflect on 
your past, what reasons do you have for being humble rather than proud? How can genuine humility 
promote unity? How does the cross give you common ground with others in your church or community? 
How is the church one of the most heterogeneous and diverse group on the planet? How does God save 
both “somebodies” and “nobodies”? How do the words “base” and despised” remind you of Jesus’ own 
entrance into this world? Remember Jesus was born in a manger, He worked as a carpenter, He suffered a 
criminals death, and He did not claim to be King yet. He was rejected and despised. !
Q: Without Christ, why is our strengths and knowledge meaningless when we stand before God? (cf. 3:21; 2 
Corinthians 10-13; Romans 3:27; Isaiah 42:8; 48:11) Without Christ what do you have to boast in before God? 
(v.29) Nothing. !
Q: What things did Jesus give humanity? (v.30) Wisdom, righteousness, sanctification (holiness), and 
redemption. All a picture of the power and wisdom of God. Jesus display God in the flesh. He was God with 
skin on. How do these words summarize the character of Christ? How do these words cause you to want to 
boast in Christ? How does having these words in Christ better than all the worlds power and wisdom. !
Q: What does it mean to boast? Is it okay to boast? Explain. How is it easy to boast in human strength or 
wisdom? How do these boastings make there way into the church? Into Corinth? How does verses 30 and 
31 sum up the point Paul was making back in verse 17? Boast in Christ alone (cf. v.29; Jeremiah 9:23-24). At 
the end of the day, there isn’t anything better, greater, wiser or stronger to boast in. Jesus is the trump card. 
How does the cross of Christ shape your everyday decisions? How is the gospel the A-Z’s of life and faith not 
just the ABC’s? What are you tempted to boast in other than Jesus? How will you boast in Him today (to 
others)?  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1 CORINTHIANS 2: DIVISIONS (PART 2) !
Paul on Preaching the Cross (2:1-5) !
Q: How does 2:1-5 connect to 1:18-31? Paul is connect his message and the means by which he 
communicates the message as feeble and foolish, but the wisdom and power of God. !
Q: What message did Paul preach to the Corinthians? (vs.1-2) 1) He proclaimed the testimony or mystery of 
God (what God has done in Christ) and 2) He preached Christ crucified (cf. 15:3-8). Why is the gospel so 
important to the message of the gospel? How is the gospel the mystery of God revealed? (v.1; cf. 
Ephesians 3:1-13) Jesus was the mystery of God in flesh. He opened the way of salvation to both Jew and 
Greek. !
Q: What is preaching? What is the purpose of preaching? What elements in your life, ministry and message 
need to be overhauled to match Paul’s message preached? How does this text help give a theology of 
preaching? !
Q: In what manner did Paul preach the gospel? (vs.1-3; cf. 1:17; 2 Corinthians 1:12; 10:10; 12:5-10) He came 
in weakness and fear and trembling. He had no confidence in Himself. Why is this important to note? Who is 
the one who adds wisdom and power to the gospel? God (v.4; cf. Romans 16:25). The Spirit of God adds 
power and makes His message and Messenger, Jesus Christ, shine. How does weakness and feeling 
overwhelmed contribute to the message rather than distract from it? (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Acts 
18:9-10) How has a desire for a polished, performed, or professional message taken priority in your life over 
a simple proclamation of the gospel? !
Q: How is the simplicity of the gospel so wise and powerful? It is the death and resurrection of Christ that 
saves. How is Paul distancing himself from the wisdom and speech of his day? The gospel is worlds apart 
from the philosophy, rhetoric, scholars, and sophists of Paul’s day (cf. 2 Corinthians 10:9-10; 11:5-6). A 
persons was believed most by the way they were able to tickle the intellect of others. Paul did not seek 
personal praise or a faithful following, rather He wanted Jesus to get the praise and for the masses to 
faithfully follow Him. He knew his context, but did not flirt with contextualizing the message of the gospel (cf. 
Acts 13:13-41; 17:16-31). How is the means and methods of communication often triumphed over the 
message that is communicated in our day as it was in Paul’s? What are the dangers of eloquence and 
high-sounding insight? It often flatters the messenger rather than the message.  !
Q: Was Paul ineloquent or not wise in the wisdom of this world? (v.4) No, in fact, the irony is, he was very 
wise. He studied under Gamaliel. He lived most of his life persuasively convincing other Jews to follow the 
Law. He even did this with the gospel with little to no fruitfulness (cf. Acts 17:2-3). He gave up eloquence 
and worldly wisdom for the simplicity of the gospel. In Pau’s mind that is when real power and wisdom was 
manifest. Paul did not want people to be tempted to say, “What a wonderful speaker,” rather “What a 
wonderful Savior.” What was Paul’s presentation style? How can we preach and present the gospel well 
without divorcing ourselves from the pure message of the gospel? How can you use eloquence and 
worldly wisdom as means of sharing the gospel while keeping style subservient to the message? (cf. Acts 
17:22-31)  !
Q: How can we turn the gospel toward our advantage and manipulate people? (v.5; cf. 2 Corinthians 5:11) 
What are false gospels or false promises that people make when proclaiming the “gospel”? How can we 
forget that it is the power of God that changes lives? How does the cross (the gospel) impact our lives 
everyday? (cf. Philippians 1:21ff) !
The Holy Spirit and the Cross (2:6-16) !
Q: How does this passage connect with 1:18 and 2:1-5? Paul explains that the solution for divisions is Christ the 
wisdom and power of God and his message is to proclaim the cross (or the gospel). This text explains how one 
receives the wisdom and power of God, through the Spirit of God. !
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Q: How are the “mature” opposite the “rulers” of this age? (v.6) Those who are not mature are unbelievers 
who have not accepted the crucified Christ as Savior (sp. religious and political authorities of Paul & Jesus 
day, cf. v.8, 20, 26; or demonic powers, Ephesians 2:2) and the mature are all Christians (not just a select 
few). And the “message of wisdom” opposite “wisdom of this age”? Yet how do some Christians still live like 
they are immature and value the wisdom of this age? What is the fate of the wisdom of this age? It is 
doomed to perish or pass away (cf. Psalm 1:6; 1 Peter 2:4-8). How are the wisest the world has to offer often 
a blimp of the radar screen of history? !
Q: Why does Paul use the word “mature” to talk about Christians? It’s possible that the Corinthians liked it 
and thought they themselves had arrived at maturity (cf. 3:1-4). How are all Christians “mature” yet 
sometimes act immature? !
Q: What kind of wisdom do we possess? The Spirit’s wisdom. What age does it come from? (v.7) The secret 
and hidden wisdom. God decreed it before the ages (cf. Romans 16:25-27). How does all the Bible from 
beginning to end point to Jesus? (cf. Luke 24:25-26) How is the gospel the secret or mystery of God 
revealed? Jesus opened the secret plan of God hidden through the ages, but alluded to in the OT (cf. 
10:11; 1 Peter 1:12-20). How do we never move on from the message of the cross; only move to a deep 
and more profound understanding of the cross? !
Q: How does every generation think they are smarter than the previous? (v.8a) Every new modern 
generation thinks it has the corner (or more elite) on wisdom and thinks it is wiser than the previous 
generation(s).  Is there anything new under the sun? Any new wisdom is recycled wisdom, sometimes it just 
has new clothes on. !
Q: What did the rulers of Paul’s age not know that would have stopped Jesus crucifixion?  They did not 
accept Him as the Messiah. The rejected Him. Even after Jesus’ death. Could anything have stopped 
Jesus’ crucifixion? Nothing could have stopped the plan and prophecies related to His Son (Acts 4:27-28). !
Q: Where does the quote in verse 9 come from? (cf. Isaiah 64:4; 65:17; 52:15) What did God prepare that 
no man can imagine? Isaiah has unexpected wonder surrounding God’s coming salvation. What was 
inconceivable is now believable through Jesus Christ.  !
Q: How has God revealed these mysterious truths about His plan? (v.10) By the Spirit. What do you learn 
about the Spirit of God from this verse? The Spirit knows all things. He is omnipresent and omniscient. He 
makes the deep truths of God plain. He helps us to understand. He is an important part of the Godhead. 
Can we ever understand completely the total thoughts of God? How much do you need to know in order 
to believe in Him or His plans? How are you thankful for what you do know? !
Q: How can you not know the thoughts of another, especially God? How can you know what one is 
thinking? (v.11) We are not able to be in anthers head, only our own. One can reveal their thoughts when 
they speak or act. The Spirit helps us know and understand the thoughts of God. !
Q: What spirit do those who love God possess? (v.12) The Spirit of God. !
Q: How can we understand the deep truths about God? Who teaches us and interprets spiritual  truths ? (v.
13; cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:9) Does this mean that Bible teachers and interpreters are not important? No. It 
means that the Holy Spirit is the ultimate teacher and interpreter. He is most important. How does the Holy 
Spirit bring to life the Words of God? How does the Holy Spirit help us to make sense of the cross (gospel)? !
Q: What is the difference between a natural and spiritual person? (vs.14-15) The natural man does not have 
the Spirit or life nor accept the Spirit. The spiritual man has the Spirit and is able to bring God’ perspective 
(i.e. judge or discern)to every situation in life because he has the Spirit. How do these verse lead to humility 
rather than pride? How is it only the Holy Spirit who opens minds or makes the heart capable to understand 
the plans of God? (cf. 3:7) Why would a person so intelligent not want to live with the Spirit? Who are the 
“spiritual” and how is being spiritual tied to the cross? How is the message of the cross only gained by the 
Spirit? !
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Q: How are verses 14 and 15 often abused and used by people to justify their own spiritual authority? How 
would you respond to such people when you consider the context of 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:13? !
Q: What is meant by Paul’s question in verse 16? Paul quotes Isaiah 40:13. It is meant to cause us to think 
about in the inscrutability of God. No one can out-think God or match his wit. What mind do we have? The 
mind of Jesus (cf. vs. 11-12; John 15:18-21; 1 John 2:15-17). We need to have the Spirit to have the mind of 
Christ. One is impossible without the other. Why is that so important and encouraging? How do the truths of 
this text help heal the wounds of divisiveness? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 3: DIVISIONS (PART 3) !
The Cross and Divisions (3:1-23) !
Q: How does this chapter continue the theme of godly wisdom that started in 2:6-16? How does this theme 
mesh with the problem of division in Corinth? What is the cure for division as Paul teaches? !
Q: How does Paul’s tone change from chapters 1-2 to chapter 3? How does he address the church in 
Corinth? (v.1) First, he calls them brothers or fellow Spirit-indwelt Christians. Second, he addresses them as 
people of the flesh (cf. Galatians 5:19-21; Romans 1:29-31; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Romans 6-8), rather than 
spiritual people.  
 
Q: What does it mean to be an “infant in Christ”? How was the 
church in Corinth like an infant? (vs.2-3a) Paul fed them spiritual 
milk not meat because they weren’t yet ready for it (compare: 
Hebrews 5:12; 1 Peter 2:2). How are they still like infants or 
immature? They are still acting immature and are not moving on 
from former ways of living even though they have the power and 
wisdom of Christ (cf. 1:6-7). They cannot digest the solid food. Paul 
Paul considers the Corinthians believers, but babes in Christ years 
after he first discipled them to Christ. How is this a poor reflection 
upon the church and Christ. They still aren’t ready for spiritual meat. They are not applying the words of 
Christ or living by the Spirit, rather they are living in the flesh. Not living by the Spirit doesn’t exemplify Christ. !
Q: How are the divisions in the church at Corinth proof that they are still spiritual infants? (vs.3b-4) The have 
church leaders with groups rather than the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, shows they they are caring 
about the wrong things. Their attitudes reflect jealousy and strife, not joy and unity. They are acting human, 
not like those controlled by the Holy Spirit (cf. 1:12). How have you seen churches torn by jealousy, strife, 
and groupie-ness? How is this acting like an infant? What does a “mature in Christ” church look like? How 
can you encourage seasoned Christ-followers to grow from infancy to maturity? Remaining worldly is not 
an option, we must continue to move towards maturity in Christ together. !
Q: How does Paul put spiritual leaders in their place? (v.5) He calls them servants or simply conduits by 
which the people in Corinth believed in Christ. Nothing more. Anything more would give them allegiance 
only reserved for God. They are servants of Christ, bringing the good news of Christ, allowing the message 
of Christ to transform. Servants are nothing special, but the Master the servant serves is the One who 
matters. A God is a good Master, not to be compared to many human taskmasters. As a spiritual leader, 
how is being a servant a helpful and humbling reminder? How can you promote your master rather than 
promote yourself? “From a human perspective, it is natural to imagine that the great evangelists and 
faithful sufferers among God’s people deserve much more than the convicted criminal who converts on 
death-row. But to demand what we deserve is to wind up defeated from the outset. Compared to the 
perfection God requires, the differences among his people are like the differences in elevation between 
Mt. Everest in the Himalayas and the Mariana Trench in the West Pacific—seemingly vast from an earth-
bound perspective yet negligible when viewed from another planet!” - Craig L. Blomberg, 1 Corinthians 
(The NIV Application Commentary) (p. 44). Zondervan. !
Q: How does Paul declare and illustrate his and Apollos’ role as spiritual leaders within the church? (v.6) 
Paul uses a farming illustration to make a point. Paul planted and Apollos watered (pastored). How does 
Paul deflect the major role off himself and Apollos and onto God? Even though they planted and watered 
it was God who gave the growth (vs.6b-7). The planters and waters aren’t anything, the grower is 
everything. Why is it silly to exalt those who work in the field, rather than the One who causes the growth to 
the field? !
Q: What role do the waterers and planters have if they aren’t anything? (v.8) Godly leaders have a 
common (or “one”) goal, to see the church grow deep and wide. Or mature and strong. All spiritual 
leaders are on par with one another because God is the ultimate grower. What does it mean to me “God’s 
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fellow worker”? (v.9a) In what ways is the church like a field that is being planted and watered? How are 
you rewarded in God’s garden? !
Q: What privilege did Paul have when planting the church in Corinth? (v.10) He understands the measure 
of grace given to him to be a planter. Why does he view this as a privilege? How does this verse shine 
God’s sovereignty? God could have send another servant but he chose Paul. What does it mean when 
Paul says he is a “skilled master builder”? It could also be said, he was a master craftsman, chief engineer 
or architect or insight supervisor. When you think of the decades it took to build a temple (or centuries it 
took to build a mid-evil cathedral) you can understand that Paul simply laid a foundation and relied upon 
others to build upon it. Paul understands he’s part of a shared process, vision and purpose. !
Q: Who ultimately establishes and builds the church? (vs. 9b, 11; cf. Ephesians 2:20; Galatians 1:6-9) Jesus 
Christ. !
Q: How can we build on the church? We continue to promote Christ and the gospel. We don’t build a 
crowd, build a church. What do the different materials listed represent? (v.12) The is a difference in the 
quality of the materials. Main things that can be burned and things that cannot be burned. In what ways is 
the church like a building under construction? !
Q: How will the building be judged or rewarded? (vs.13-15) What was built will be judged. In other words, 
Christ will assess the way (or “work”) the Christian lived following their salvation. The reward is not specified 
(cf. 4:5; Matthew 25:21-23; Revelation 14:13). What is “the Day” referred to in verse 13? The Day of the Lord 
or Judgment Day (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 John 2:28; Matthew 25:31-46). Who will be judged/rewarded? 
Spiritual people. Notice: this verse does not refer to the worldly or carnal persons, specifically it is referring to 
the builder of the church. Some will suffer “great loss” and barely “escape the flames.” Why does it matter 
how we build? The way we live after our salvation matters. Our investment in relationships within the 
building last throughout eternity, particularly joy in Christ (cf. Luke 14:12-14; 17:7-10). What is the quality of 
your contribution? !
Q: What kind of building are we? A temple. What is the temple referring to? The church Body, not the 
human body. The church is not just any building it is holy and valuable. Often times it is a value you cannot 
see or count because its value is not in building supplies, but in people. Why is Paul’s question so important? 
How do the precious materials listed before relate to the construction of the temple? What lives in this 
building? (vs.16-17; 6:19) The Spirit and presence of God. !
Q: What does it mean to be God’s temple? What kind of distraction is Paul referring to in verse 17? The 
divisiveness over following certain spiritual leaders is destroying the temple because Jesus is not the center 
piece. Human promote is God demotion. God’s response is grave. Those who destroy the temple, He will 
destroy. How do you see members of the Body doing this? What is your contribution? !
Q: How does Paul again revisit the wise and fool paradigm? (v.18) What Scripture is Paul referring to? (v.
19-20; Job 5:13; Psalm 94:11) Godless behavior is in view in these OT texts. Paul refers to the futile end of 
those who fail to correct their self-centered pursuit over a God-centered reality. Without God one is a fool. 
How is the wisdom of God foolish to the world? The quarrelsome Corinthians are deceiving themselves into 
thinking they are wise by following society’s standards of self-promotion, when in fact they must become 
foolish by the world’s standards and embrace the godly wisdom which Paul has been proclaiming. How is 
the worlds wisdom foolish to God? (v.20) !
Q: Why is it weak to boast in men? (vs.21-23) Why should a person boast in a “servant”? (cf. v.5) Seems silly. 
What does it mean to be an heir of all things? In Christ, we share in all the Father’s sovereignty (cf.Romans 
8:18, 38-39; 2 Corinthians 4:17). How do we have so much more than worldly fame and wisdom? !
Q: How does chapter 3 give another reason to overcome divisiveness? It helps us recognize the equality 
and humble position of all Christians when compared against God’s infinitely holy and perfect standards. 
We are so finite and weak and foolish, but He is infinite and strong and wise. There is no comparison. On 
those grounds we are equals in the community of Christ; we are equally dependent upon God. The 
overarching problem: God is not central and Jesus is not the champion of the church. 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1 CORINTHIANS 4: DIVISIONS (PART 4) !
The Cross and a Right Attitude Towards Spiritual Leaders (4:1-21) !
Q: What makes a great leader? What makes a great spiritual leader? What does the Bible have to say 
about leadership? !
Q: What is the connect between chapter 4 and chapters 1-3? How does it continue the theme of dealing 
with divisions in the church? How do the first 4 chapters lay a solid foundation for the letter and the rest of 
the letter? How does chapter 4 come back full circle to chapter 1? Chapter 4 considers the right way to 
view spiritual leaders while chapter 1 considers the wrong way to view spiritual leaders. !
Q: How ought one think about teachers, leaders, pastors or church planters? (v.1; cf. 1 Timothy 3:1-7) 1) As 
servants of Christ, and 2) as stewards of the mysteries of God. Leaders are helpers and overseers. Leaders 
have been given a trust from God. For a steward is often a high ranking servant who answers to the master. 
How are all Christians servants? Why is it helpful to view Christian leaders as servants too? What are leaders 
stewards of? They are stewards of the mysteries of God (cf. 2:7), which was hidden but made known 
through Christ. They do not own the message. The message owns them. How are all Christians stewards of 
the mysteries of God? !
Q: What is required of teachers, leaders, pastors or planters? (v.2) Spiritual leaders are simply to be faithful 
servants of God’s Word (cf. 3:5). Faithfulness is the key task of leadership. How does God require 
faithfulness? Notice God does not require leaders to be successful, certainly not by worldly standards, and 
often He does not supply success even on a spiritual level as much as most leaders might desire. Rather He 
calls leaders to remain faithfulness. How are you faithful to the One who has assigned you to your task? !
Q: Why is it a small thing to Paul that he be judged by men? (v.3) In Paul’s mind, the Corinthians view of him   
is minuscule compared to God’s view of him (cf. 2:15; Matthew 7:1; Galatians 6:1). How can we protect 
ourselves from being swayed by the judgments of others? !
Q: What does it mean that Paul does “is not aware of anything against himself”? (v.4; 1 John 3:20) Even 
Paul’s one view of himself is small compared to God’s assessment of him. How do you live in the light of 
God as Judge? When should Christians judge? When should they stop from judging others? !
Q: When will judgement come? (v.5) It is unsure. How will the Jesus’ coming bring judgment? When He 
judges He will reveal the things hidden in darkness and make known the purposes of the heart (cf. Matthew 
10:26). God judges the things we and others do not see or reveal. All judgments now from self or others are 
premature. How can you live in the light of Jesus’ coming? !
Q: How has Paul applied these truth to himself and Apollos? (v.6) He and Apollos have sought to serve the 
church in the light of the coming judgment. How can we guard ourselves from going beyond what is 
written? Admit pride and end groupie-ness. Come back to the truth of God’s Word (if this is what “what is 
written” is referring to) be a steward to it. In other words, don’t forget to keep a finger on the text. How can 
you be an example of a faithful steward to others? !
Q: What does Paul mean by the questions in verse 7? They are all rhetorical questions with the anticipated 
response being: “no one,” “nothing,” and “no good reason.” All the questions are to remind them that 
every gift and blessing they has is from God, not because they have somehow arrived or can boast in 
themselves. How do these questions get at the foci of the problem in Corinth? What does a proud person 
fail to realize? A proud person fails to realize who he really is or the factors that have contributed to his/her 
‘success’. How can anyone be proud next to the cross? Why is it helpful to recognize that leaders are 
called to please the Lord Christ— and therefore you must refrain from standing in judgment over them? !
Q: How do the Corinthians have all they want, are rich, and have become kings? (v.8) They don’t. They just 
think they are. Paul’s words in this verse are dripping with irony and sarcasm since not everyone in Corinth 
was rich or royal. He uses invective words to reveal their arrogance and misguided views of their own 
appraisal of their spiritual maturity. They do not hunger for what they do not yet have. How have you had 
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an overinflated view of yourself as a Christian? How can we live humbly in the light of the future kingdom as 
kings with all the riches of Christ? !
Q: How does Paul view the apostles? (v.9) He views himself and the apostles as the least. They have 
suffered the greatest for the sake of Christ because they are trying to promote Jesus rather than 
themselves. The illustration resembles a POW in the procession of the enemy (cf. 2 Corinthians 2:14–15), but 
instead the arena is a spiritual arena. How should all believers, whether leaders or not, have a similar view 
of themselves? Is Paul minimizing the role of apostles or leaders? How are these marks of good leadership? 
How is servanthood different than the worlds form of leadership? !
Q: Why does Paul contrast himself (among other leaders) with the Corinthians? (v.10) Paul revisits the 
comparison of the weak/strong and fool/wise (cf. 1:26). The Corinthians are view leaders the opposite the 
leaders view themselves. Their view of leaders matches the worlds view of leaders. Why does he use such 
polar opposites? (vs.10-13) He wants to show how ungodly are the views many have towards spiritual 
leaders, even Jesus (cf. Matthew 5:28-48; Luke 6:28; 23:34,) and the hostility that comes with proclaim the 
gospel (2 Corinthians 11:23b-29). Why would the Corinthians and world look down on the apostles rather 
than viewing them as great? They appear weak and foolish. They are often mocked, ridiculed, and killed 
for their message, rather than heralded or heeded. The ultimate example is the Suffering Servant (Isaiah 
53:2b-3; Philippians 3:10; Romans 8:17). Why does Paul have such a low view of himself and his position of 
leadership? He has a high view of Christ and His position. He follows Christ crucified and to be a leader 
means to follow his example and be crucified himself everyday for the sake of Christ. His approval for his 
leadership is not found in the world, but in the Day when Jesus says, “Well done!” How did the Corinthians 
“glorious” description of themselves contrast with the experiences of Paul and Apollos? Where the 
Corinthians think that their relatively prosperous conditions reflect God’s blessing, Paul points to his sufferings 
for the sake of the gospel as a more accurate measure of Christian faithfulness. !
Q: Why does Paul write these things? Paul writes to admonish (not shame) them, like a father to his children. 
Paul’s tone changes from confronting to warning, even comforting (cf. 2 Corinthians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 
2:11). A father can and should wield both together in a conversation with his children.  If you were one of 
the Corinthians how would Paul’s words make you feel? How do you feel now? How could they easily 
shame the church there? (v.14) !
Q: What does it mean to have many “guides” but few “fathers”? (v.15) Who are your guides and fathers in 
the faith? Why do we need fathers over just guides? How does Paul appeal to the Corinthian church like a 
father? He warns them (v.14a), loves them (v.14b), they are his spiritual children (v.15), he set himself as their 
example (vs.16-17a), he teaches them (v.17b), and he disciplines them (vs.18-21). !
Q: Why does Paul encourage imitators? (v.16; cf. 11:1) Paul’s call to imitate him, just as a father in the 
ancient world regularly taught his sons a trade by modeling it as they studied under him as apprentices. This 
is the essence of discipleship: modeling and exampling. In a sense Paul is saying “Watch me, walk with God 
like me.” Is Paul overemphasizing his role? No, rather he emphasizes Christ whom he follows and serves. 
Would you ever encourage people to imitate you? Why or why not? What does it mean to imitate? Who or 
what do you imitate? How would imitating Paul’s way of life require you to change your way of thinking? !
Q: Why did Paul send Timothy? (v.17) Paul sent Timothy as his personal surrogate (cf. 16:10–11; Acts 19:22), 
who will hopefully overcome his timidity and show up soon. Timothy was one of Paul’s beloved travel 
companions and disciples (Acts 16:1–4) was sent out on similar missions elsewhere (1 Thessalonians 3:2; 
Philippians 2:19), and ultimately became pastor of the church in Ephesus (1 and 2 Timothy). Timothy will 
remind the Corinthians of the “way of Christ” because they are not living up to what they know. What are 
the “ways of Christ”? Simply the kind of life that Jesus lived, died and rose. It is not just knowing, but living 
the gospel (cf. 7:17; 11:16; 14:33). How are Paul’s teachings like a broken record wherever he goes? He 
brings people back to the cross and the gospel and how to not only know about it, but live under it. !
Q: How does Paul describe some peoples view of his lack of visits to Corinth? (v.18) He agrees that talk is 
cheap. Some say Paul’s letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive (2 Corinthians  
10:10). If he speaks gently to them in person, it is out of love (v. 21b), but if necessary he will come with a 
rod (metaphorically) like faithful fathers in his day. Paul is both tough and tender, which mimics his Savior. 
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What does Paul promise about a future visit? (v.19-20) He promises to visit again soon (cf. 16:5-7). What 
matters is not his presence or his powerful words, but God’s presence and power (cf. 1:18-2:5). !
Q: What are meant by Paul’s remaining questions? (v.21) He continues the illustration of fatherhood. He 
desires to come to them with a rod of correction and loving embrace. Both he chooses to wield like a 
father to encourage his spiritual children to walk in the ways of Christ. He hopes that when he comes they 
will have changed so he can be gentle and not have to give them a spanking. How do leaders have to do 
both hard, yet loving things to help others grow mature? !
Q: Overall, in this passage, why is faithfulness in leadership so important? How can spiritual leaders 
ultimately lead us to Christ’s leadership? What crosses do leaders have to bear? How do leaders have to 
die to self too? !
Q: What theology of (spiritual) leadership does Paul lay out for us in this chapter? Would you describe it as a 
participatory servant leader? How are leaders to be tough and tender? How is this like Jesus’ own model of 
leadership?  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1 CORINTHIANS 5: PROBLEM OF TOLERATING 
SEXUAL SIN WITHIN THE CHURCH !
Response to the Case of Incest (5:1-13) !
Q: What is the report Paul hears happening with the church in Corinth? (v.1) There is an ongoing sexual sin 
between a believer and his step-mom. It is clear that the sin is a matter of incest (cf. Leviticus 18:8). If the 
man involved were one of the faction leaders or patrons in the church, one might well understand How 
heinous is this sin? It is serious enough that Paul hears about it and feels the weight to want to address it 
seriously and directly. How has the sin of the community of Corinth influenced the community of Christ? !
Q: What is the church’s response to the sin? They are arrogant. They do not mourn. They are taking no 
action to remove the person (v.2). There response to the seems to be the same or worse than the sexual sin 
itself. To ignore or accept sin is a sin itself. Why would a church fail to mourn sin? What would be the reasons 
for keeping a sinner inside the church? !
Q: How is Paul able to address the issue from a distance though he is absent? (v.3) He is present in spirit. 
Also, he shows power and authority by passing judgment. !
Q: When people gather in the name of Jesus Christ, why is purity and holiness important? (vs.4-5) They 
represent their Head, who is Jesus. Why is the removal of sin now helping him and the church prepare for a 
future judgement? Dealing with sin sooner than later is better. You’d rather deal with sin now before you 
have to stand before the judge and deal with it then. There is also a sense to this verse that the man has 
justified his sin by appealing to the authority of Jesus, presumably referring to his freedom in Christ, which is 
dangerous for him and the church if left unchecked. Paul’s jump ahead to Judgment Day shows the desire 
is to prevent the man from committing full-fledged apostasy and to ensure that he still will be saved in 
eternity (cf. 11:30; 1 Timothy 1:20; 2 Corinthians 2:5–11; 7:8–13). How can church discipline be helpful for 
both the church and the sinner? It is a means of purifying the individual and the Body. Purging is a means to 
encourage restoration of the person not permanent relocation. It also declares the seriousness of sin and 
how the Body works together to become like Christ. (cf. Matthew 18:15-18; 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15) Why do 
so few churches actually do this?  !
Q: Why is the church’s boasting dangerous? The church is boasting in something they should be ashamed 
of. Sin shouldn’t be exposed, it should be extinguished. How does a little sin contaminate? (v.6) This may 
have been a popular proverb (cf. Galatians 5:9), Paul makes it clear that serious sin can infect the whole 
Body. What is the leaven used for bread an illustration of? Leaven is the same thing as sin. !
Q: What is the solution for removing the sin that is contaminating the body? (v.7) Christ has already 
sacrificed for the sins. You no longer should be identified by your sins, but should be identified by Christ. 
How is Jesus the ultimate solution? Jesus’ atonement was not intended to free us to sin but to liberate us 
from sin. What is biblical separation? Separate from the church those who have been confronted of 
ongoing sin and cared for but have not responded with repentance.  What does this text teach about 
biblical separation?  !
Q: How does the Fest of Unleavened Bread relate to this text? (v.8; cf. Exodus 12) Paul appeals to the Jews 
practice of purifying their homes and their temple from all leavened bread prior to the Passover feast. Paul 
applies this imagery to the moral purity God requires of his new house (i.e. temple)—the church. !
Q: What letter is Paul referring to? (v.9) Some previous letter Paul had written before. What did he warn 
them about in that letter? To not be associated  or “mix” with those believers labeled by their sexual 
immorality. !
Q: How does Paul clarify which sexually immoral people is meaning? (vs.10-11) He is referring to those who 
are sexually immoral within the church, not those in the world. How would we be able to reach those sinner 
for Christ outside the church if we are not out among them. However, saints in the church should know 
better and to let sin slide in another believer taints the whole batch of bread. There is a balance. Jesus 
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mingled with sinners in the market, but he did mean for sin to mingle among the people in His church. What 
other sins does Paul list among sexual immorality? Greed and swindling (i.e. taking ones property for 
personal gain), idolatry (worshiping false gods), reviler (people who mock God’s servant leaders), and 
drunkenness (or characterized by such a behavior). How is tolerating or associating with immoral people in 
the church more dangerous than associating with immoral persons in society? The church should be a 
place where people are confronting sin and growing in their walk with Christ, not ignoring sin and pushing 
people away from the principles of Christ. William Barclay said, “To shut our eyes to offenses is not always a 
kind thing to do; it may be damaging; it has been said that our one security against sin lies in our being 
shocked at it; discipline should never be exercised for the satisfaction of the person who exercises it, but 
always for the mending of the person who has sinned and for the sake of the Church.” !
Q: Why is it useless to judge outsiders? (v.12) They are condemned by their sin already. God judges them. 
However, sin inside the church is our responsibility to purge. The church’s jurisdiction is restricted to its own 
membership. God will take care of unbelievers’ sins; indeed, their fate will be bad enough that Christians 
ought not add to their agony but seek instead to lead them to Christ. How does Paul’s words on judgement 
here compare and contrast with his previous words? (cf. 4:3-5) !!!!
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1 CORINTHIANS 6: DO YOU NOT KNOW? !
Taking Minor Disputes Outside the Church Tarnishes the name of Christ (6:1-11) !
Q: What is happening outside the Corinthian that should be dealt with inside the church? (v.1) There is a 
minor dispute (legality), likely related to a business dealing or property. Is Paul minimizing the local judicial 
system? Not at all. In fact, you see other places in Paul’s writings that he affirms the Christian’s involvement 
to pray and submit to their local authorities. Notice Paul is not saying they should not go go local 
authorities, but what he is saying is that these small disputes should be dealt with in the context of the 
church. How is he maximizing the opportunity to deal with conflicts in the church? How is Paul continuing 
with another illustration what he began talking about in chapter 5 on dealing with conflicts in the church? !
Q: How many times does Paul say “Do you know know” in this chapter? (v.2) Six times (cf. vs. 2, 3, 9, 15, 15, 
19; also see 3:16, 5:6; and Chapter 9). What does he mean by these questions? ”Do you not realize?” or 
“You should know this so let me remind you again.” !
Q: How and when will saints judge the world? (vs.2-3) With Christ we will judge the world and angels. Paul 
draws upon Daniel 7:22 to remind us that we will rule and reign with Christ one Day. How does this greater 
or bigger future judgment give counsel to the smaller or more trivial present judgement? (v.2) If Christ has 
given us wisdom to settle cosmic cases we have the wisdom to handle trivial cases that come up from day 
to day. In reality, all human cases seem trivial in the light of Judgment Day. Why is it important to be careful 
whom you get your advice from during disputes? Human judges might not bring in biblical wisdom or 
counsel. Within the community of Christ we expect there to be biblical counsel that will help reconcile and 
restore two disputing parties. !
Q: When disputes arise in the church who are we to call as judges? (v.4) Find someone who knows the 
Word and has some wisdom. This verse could also read even the least competent Christian is preferable to 
a non-Christian as judge between believers’ disputes. !
Q: How does Paul shame the church yet challenge them at the same time? (v.5) He asks if there is anyone 
wise (cf. 4:10, 14; 2:6). For a church that thinks they are wise and have already arrived this would be a blow, 
but a blow Paul hopes will humble them. This is a situation that could likely compromise their witness before 
a watching world quick to ridicule and reject the church on such occasions. !
Q: How is the believers actions tarnish the church and the name of Christ? (v.6) Whether inside or outside 
the church, the attitude demanding one’s rights is opposed to Christ’s teaching (Matthew 5:39–42) and 
example (1 Peter 2:23). If two Christians cannot resolve their disputes within the context of the church, 
something is wrong. How can we protect our brothers and the reputation of Christ, even within conflicts of 
disputes? How can the way we handle disputes or conflicts display the reconciling power and wisdom of 
God? !
Q: How is the fact that there is disputes among them already a sign of their defeat? (v.7) They are washing 
out their dirty laundry in public or making “coming out of the closet” remarks exposing themselves. The 
trivial matters have already brought discredit to the Christian community because they are not handling 
conflict in a way that honors Christ or one another. The question to ask is whether the gospel is promoted 
by how you handle your dispute inside or outside the church (cf.5:12b). Note: The nature of the courtroom 
often dehumanizes and makes more of matters than necessary. Why would Paul suggest that they be 
wronged or cheated above going to court?  It is even better to accept being wronged than to demand 
recompense in either a secular or a Christian context. Remember, Paul comes from a Jewish background 
with a ready-made model for handling disputes under the Mosaic Law. Is Paul suggesting that Christians 
give up their civil or judicial rights? How are they instead cheating and wronging their own brothers? (v.8) 
They are not loyal to the Word, Christ or their spiritual family. Also, notice There is also a huge difference 
between seeking justice for others who have been wronged and trying to avenge wrongs done against 
ourselves. How did Jesus give an example of voluntarily relinquish His rights to serve others? (cf. Philippians 
2:1-11) !
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Q: How are the actions of these brothers “like” those of the unbelievers? (vs.9-11a) Some in the church 
might be masquerading as believers, but whatever the case, Paul makes known whether believe or 
unbeliever they actions being done are ongoing and persistent like an unbeliever. Note: Paul really does 
think people in the Corinthian church are saved. He calls them “brothers” and “saints,” however the are 
displaying characteristics like an unbeliever or a Christian not walking in Christ. How is this list of sins a good 
description of the Corinthians before Christ? They are all traits of one who is self-serving and self-indulging, 
which is not a mark of a servant of God or one another. Paul warns against being sucked into the vortex of 
behavior that eventually calls into question one’s very salvation. If these characteristics describe a 
Christians “way of life” we can have serious doubts whether they are Christian or not. !
Q: How does Paul remind them of who they are in Christ and through the Holy Spirit? (v.11b) We have been 
imputed a new list of characteristics in Christ through the Holy Spirit. Why is that important for every believer 
to remember and walk in? (cf. 5:10-11) Verse 11 gives tremendous hope. All the sins list and more can be 
abandoned with the power and presence of God. These characteristics might has been my label before 
Christ, but with Christ I do not have to be labeled by those things anymore. And God saves His retribution 
for Judgement Day. !
Q: What guidelines does Paul give for settling disputes between Christians? How should the Corinthian 
believers handle their disputes? How can the Body of Christ display the beauty and wisdom of Christ in the 
midst of conflicts? !
Tolerating Sexual Sin in the Body of Christ fails to Glorify the Temple of God 
(6:12-20) !
Q: “Everything is permissible for me.” What does this mean really? (v.12) It is a famous Corinthian slogan. 
Paul gives it a limited endorsement, yet qualifies it by saying “not everything is beneficial.” Or as Augustine 
coined, “Love God and do what you want.” Of course that quote can be abused too. It is possible the 
church is using this quote and equating it with biblical freedom to keep on sinning. The quote itself invites 
people to sin. Though free from the law we are still to be governed by moral principles or absolutes (cf. 
Galatians 5:19-23). The difference between of the Law and the age of the Spirit has to do with living by 
long lists of external standards versus loving from internal attitudes birthed by a correct relationship to God 
in Christ. Christian freedom is not freedom to what you want, but to do what it right. They misunderstand 
Christian liberty. They thought they were mature and full of knowledge and the Holy Spirit, but they are 
acting like babes.  How isn’t ‘everything’ beneficial? This is how Paul clarifies the quote by bringing people 
back to a balance. Sure everything is permissible, but that doesn’t mean it is helpful to you or others or to 
the name of Christ. How can you not be mastered by it or anything? In other words, ‘all things are in my 
power, but I shall not be overpowered by anything. Some say it isn’t good to suppress a (natural) desire. 
There for people eat and over eat. Look at porn and become addicted. We are pleasure junkies and are 
comfortable with it. !
Q: How does Paul’s quotation, “The stomach is for food and food for the stomach,” related to the body 
and sexuality? (v.13) It could be that the church was applying this to the new found freedom from the 
Jewish dietary laws. Whatever the background we are unsure. We do know that the food and stomach are 
made for each other and the body and sexual release are made for each other. Also, stomach cravings 
and sexual cravings are some of the most powerful cravings (appetites or bodily function) known to man. 
Man gets a lot of satisfaction from eating and sex. However, compared to Christ they are puny cravings. 
How will God deal with our human cravings? God will destroy both those cravings in the end anyways. They 
are limited to this life. After life will be better than this worlds greatest meal or sexual experience. What will 
last in a man is not his body, but his soul. !
Q: How does Paul turn the churches head to the past and the future to help them to figure out how to live 
for Christ today? You’re body will be resurrected like Christ. Your body will be new. Your body has been 
united with Christ (cf.v.15). We live for Christ as His Body. iHow does the power of the resurrection give us 
hope to fight ongoing sin? (v.14) There may be no need for stomachs in resurrection bodies, but there most 
certainly will be resurrection bodies. And sexual immorality affects one’s entire body in a way that 
overeating cannot (cf.v.18). The effects of gluttony are often reversible, but not so with the effects of illicit 
sex (cf. 5:1 - various kinds of sexual immorality). Hence, that body is to be dedicated to the Lord in holiness 
and not to sexual impurity. “The great fact of the Christian faith is, not that it makes a man free to sin, but 
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that it makes a man free not to sin.” Further more, “the man who has to express his freedom is actually in 
bondage to the need to show he is a free man. The genuinely free man has nothing to prove.” !
Q: How are we members of Christ’s body? How does my body relate to my spiritual life?  How does Paul 
build on this comparing Jesus Body with a prostitute? (vs.15-17) The comparison of Christ with a prostitute is 
repulsive and shocking. It is the ultimate mismatch. Jesus ministered to prostitutes, but to think that He was 
immoral with them is absurd and completely repugnant. How can you mix the most pure and holy 
relationship (Christ) with the most unholy casual sexual relationship (prostitute). How is Paul’s view of sex 
humanizing? He shows a care for people and a treatment of their bodies with respect and each other (cf. 
Genesis 2:24). And sex is for hire epitomizing the abuse of human beings by those with absolutely no 
commitment to their greater good, rather it cheapen them and the act. Sex is not just a transaction. Sex is 
the miracle glue that bonds you together with another person. It’s a gift given for the other not self. !
Note: Corinth was infamous for prostitution. The temple goddess of Love employed upon to a thousands 
prostitutes. These verses form a syllogism (or a three-part argument with two premises and a conclusion that 
necessarily follows): (1) The bodies of Christians are members of Christ Himself. (2) Sexual intercourse unites 
two human beings (cf. Genesis 2:24). (3) Sexual intercourse with a prostitute, therefore, unites the members 
of Christ with that prostitute. !
Q: How are we to consider sexual immorality? (v.18) Not at all. Instead we must run or flee from it (cf. 
Genesis 39:12; Philippians 4:8). Note: the word for sexual immorality is porneia and it is the broadest term 
(i.e. an umbrella term) for sexual sin in the Greek language. Although not directly address here what are 
the biblical border lines between proper sexuality and sexual immorality? Embracing any form of 
intercourse between two individuals who are not united in heterosexual marriage. Biblical sex is mutually 
serving in the context of marriage between one man and woman. What does it mean to “sins against 
one’s own body”? Brendan Byrne explains, “The immoral person perverts precisely that faculty within 
himself that is meant to be the instrument of the most intimate bodily communication between persons. He 
sins against his unique power of bodily communication and in this sense sins in a particular way ‘against his 
own body.’ All other sins are in this respect by comparison ‘outside’ the body—with ‘body’ (Greek soma) 
having in this verse the strong sexual overtones that appear to cling to it throughout the passage as a 
whole. No other sin engages one’s power of bodily personal communication in precisely so intimate a 
way.” Do not donate your body to sin, but to God. !
Q: How can understanding your body as the temple of the Holy Spirit lead you to care for it? (vs.19-20; cf. 
3:16-17) Any kind of abuse to the body dishonors God. Since sexual sin is directly a sin against ones body it 
does not glorify God. A temple is a holy place. I am God’s holy place because he dwells in me. The body is 
for God (not sin). He honors it. So should you. Having the greatest guide and the friend in the world present 
with us at all times, in every room, every closet should give us peace, confidence and faith that we can 
make it through every temptation unscathed. What kind of temple are you? Who’s temple are you? !
Q: How does redemption make honoring God with our body possible? (v.20) Jesus’ costly atonement gives 
us the means and motivation to glorify God and use our bodies to give gratitude to Him not gratify 
ourselves. The only means to lasting change with through the power of Christ given to us at redemption. 
The gospel saves souls and saves us from ourselves (i.e. our bodies). The great promise of this verse is that 
Christ can redeem any and all sin and give us the means and motivation to combat sin once redeemed. 
Redemption can and does bring healing to pasts and presents broken by sin or ongoing sin.  The cross is our 
hope. God made your body, died to redeem you and the sins in your body, and therefore owns it all inside 
out. Jesus gave Himself in the most selfless way so that you could be redeemed of all your selfish ways. 
Wow! !
Q: How is the Trinity on display in verses 19 and 20? I am God’s temple. I am redeemed by Christ. The Holy 
Spirit dwells in me. All are present. All have a part. All work together as One to help us to live holy and 
please to Him. !!
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1 CORINTHIANS 7: CONCERNING MARRIAGE !
Concerning Those Presently Married or Previously Married (7:1-16) !
Q: What concern does Paul bring up, introducing a new topic in his letter? (v.1) It is unclear when, but the 
Corinthian church must have written Paul a previous letter asking him about various topics in the form of 
questions or challenges. Here Paul introduces the topic of the marriage relationship. How is this a timely 
topic after Chapter 5 and 6 on topics of related to sexual matters? !
Q: How does Paul clarify the Corinthians statement? (v.1b-2) Paul agrees that refraining from sex is a good 
thing. Yet he clarifies it for those who are married to give themselves to one another so that they do not fall 
into the temptation of sexual immorality (in a town where looking elsewhere was possible and permissible). 
Note: There was a certain celibacy sect (or aesthetics) in the church that were promoting celibacy as 
virtuous/pious because they are refraining from of man’s greatest desires. There are extreme inside and 
outside of marriage. Paul promotes a balance. How does Paul define biblical marriage within this verse? He 
says marriage is heterosexual and between one spouse. Anything other than that is sexually immoral. 
Marriage is between one man and one woman. Sex is to be saved for marriage. And sex within marriage is 
to prevail and to be enjoyed. !
Q: How do the husband and wife serve each other in the marriage relationship? (vs.3-4) They are to give 
each other themselves for the satisfaction of the other. In the marriage covenant each spouse sign over 
their bodies to one another. Not for abuse, but for God’s glory and the joy of one another. Married persons 
no longer control their own bodies but must surrender authority over them to their spouses. How might this 
verse be backwards for many cultures or marriages? How does Paul promote sexual relations in the context 
of marriage? How is sex often distorted inside or outside marriage? !
Q: How can depriving one another in the marriage relationship of sex give Satan a foothold? (v.5) To 
withhold sex for no good reason is to defraud what one another owns in the marriage relationship. A 
husband and wife should have sex often enough so that neither is frustrated or tempted to cheat on the 
other. As the text alludes, sex is something each partner “owes” to the other. So it should never be used as 
a bribe or reward for good behavior or as something to be withheld as a threat or punishment. Sex outside 
of marriage is never a right nor is it right. Husband and wife alike must be sensitive to the emotional and 
physical states of each other and not insist on sex on demand. But neither should one partner consistently 
try to get out of satisfying his or her spouse’s conjugal needs. The mutual agreement and submission Paul 
commands here should in fact apply to most all areas of marriage (cf. Ephesians 5:21). When is it 
appropriate to obtain from sex in marriage? For a limited time only. There is also limited reasons for 
obtaining from sex within marriage: prayer. In other words, a fast from sex to focus on their relationship with 
God. !
Q: How does Paul use himself as an illustration? (vs.6-7) Paul is currently single, and he likes it that way. He 
wishes all could share his enjoyment of singleness. How are marriage and singleness both a gift from God? 
The gift of singleness is to be married to Christ and enjoy complete communion with Him. The gift of 
marriage is to enjoy communion with another human being. How can you use this text (and Ephesians 
5:21-33) to build a biblical theology for marriage and singleness? How can Christians promote marriage 
with out disintegrating singleness? !
Q: Which type of people does Paul single out first? (v.8) Those who are single or widowed. In other words, 
those presently unmarried or previously married. Why would Paul advocate singleness? Being single (or 
widower) himself he enjoys it. The temptation to have sex does not bother him. Note: Rabbis were almost 
always married, and members of the Sanhedrin had to be. Acts 22:3 refers to Paul’s rabbinic training under 
Gamaliel, but we do not know if he ever completed it. In Acts 26:10, Paul speaks of “casting my vote” with 
the Sanhedrin, but the language could be idiomatic for being in agreement with them. It is therefore 
perhaps likely that Paul was once married, but we simply cannot be sure. !
Q: When is remaining single not wise? (v.9) When you burn (cannot control the desire) with the passion to 
have sex and be in a relationship with another human. Since God created us as sexual beings how can we 
glorify God while being single or married? 
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!
Q: What is the second type of person Paul introduces? (v.10) Those who are married. What does Paul 
charge them to do and by whose authority? He charges them to remain together by God’s command. 
Paul uses the words, “Not I, but the Lord.” (cf. Mark 10:11-12) Obviously, the pro-celibacy sect in the church 
encouraged people to get divorced if they could not live with a spouse without engaging in sex. !
Q: In the case of separation what should the separated spouse do? (v.11) 1) Remain unmarried, or 2) 
pursue reconciliation. The separating spouse should also cease the pursuit of divorce. Note: the words 
“separate”, “divorce” or “leave” are used interchangeably. If there is any difference between the wife 
“separating” in verse 10 and the husband “divorcing” in verse 11, it may be that the man was legally 
entitled to divorce his wife, whereas the woman often had no recourse but to move out. How does 
reconciliation resemble God’s own character? !
Q: What is the third type of people Paul introduces? (vs.12-13) All the rest. Particularly the unyoked 
relationship or mixed marriages. If one spouse is a believer and the other an unbeliever the two are 
encouraged to remain married, especially if the unbelieving spouse consents to stay married (cf. Matthew 
5:31-32’ 9:19). Note: With all the new converts in Corinth there we bound to be many mixed marriages. 
Mixed marriages by conversion were not unbiblical nor sex with an unbelieving spouse defiling. Why would 
Paul persist in preserving marriage? Marriage is a beautiful picture of Jesus and the church (cf. Ephesians 
5:22ff) to the church, world, and family. What are some of the fallacies people considering divorce often 
believe? How can this passage remind us of what is true, even in a difficult marriage? !
Q: How can remaining in the marriage be a mean s of displaying God’s character? (v.14-16) We cannot 
force anyone to remain married, especially an unbeliever. However, as believers to can be an example to 
our believing or unbelieving spouses by working hard to pursue reconciliation within the marriage 
relationship. What is the meaning of Paul’s inclusion of the phrase “made holy”? There are spin-off blessings 
for the non-Christian spouse and children that come from having even one member of the family follow 
the Lord. “Sanctified” and “holy” in verse 14 does not mean “saved,” as verse 16 proves. Rather they refer 
to “the moral and spiritual impact of the life of the believer” on the rest of the family. Note: Sometimes a 
family member who turns to Christ can seem to the unbeliever to have a new allegiance. The believing 
spouse must understand this and live with love and grace to their spouse. While there is no guarantee an 
unbelieving spouse will follow Christ, the spouse who does can certainly be a tool of God to win them. How 
do these verses address dating unbelievers? How should a Christian approach a relationship with an 
unbeliever of the opposite sex? !
Q: Why shouldn’t Christians be in a hurry to change their marital status? !
Q: How does Paul keep a balance between singleness and marriage in this chapter? How does he keep a 
balance in his view of sexuality in a sex-crazed society? !
Circumcision and Slavery Analogies (7:17-24) !
Q: How does this passage feel disconnected by is really connected to the whole of Chapter 7? Chapter 7 
forms an ABA pattern (vs.17-24 being the B) and this part of Chapter 7 provides not only a summary but 
also the central focus of Paul’s argument (vs. 17, 20, 24): Do not be in a hurry to change the external 
circumstances of your life simply because you have become a Christian. !
Q: What is the rule that Paul lays down in all the churches? (v.17) Retain the place and calling God 
assigned you before your conversion. To “retain” means to “walk about.” And the “place” is relating to 
ones marital status. Another way to say this verse is to “bloom where you are planted.” How does Paul’s 
counsel run contrary to our modern world that says one is to never be satisfied with where they are (or even 
the opposite side of the pendulum: passivity)? Are there any callings that the Christian cannot remain in 
after conversion? How does or doesn’t Paul address this in this passage? !
Q: Why would Paul use circumcision as the illustration for “remaining as you are called”? (v.18) It was one of 
the most fundamental Jewish commandment and action that Jewish Christians would force upon new 
Christians (cf. Acts 15:1ff; Galatians 2:11-14). It was a Law hangover. Yet Paul uses it to share that new 
Christians do not have to change, in fact, they should remain as they are. In other words, Christians 
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shouldn’t divorce or get married or remarried. Marital status change doesn’t equal status with God 
change. What call is Paul speaking of here: a broad ministry call or narrow marriage call or both and? In 
context, it appears Paul is referring to a narrow marriage call, although a broad ministry call would fit as 
long as the context it treated justly. !
Q: How does keeping God’s commands trump circumcision or uncircumcision? (v.19) This does not mean 
keeping all the law, rather it is reinterpreting the law for a new age. The law does have reverence to the life 
of the Christians (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16), but Jesus gives us a new way to look at the law.  Why is remaining as 
you are called important? (v.20) !
Q: What kind of people were likely in the church at Corinth? (vs.21-22) Slaves. Why might they be 
unsatisfied with their previous calling? How are slaves more free in Christ than being freed from physical 
slaver? Whether slave or free, one does not make living in your calling easier than the other. Whether slave 
or free we are to “walk about” in our spiritual freedom (cf. Philemon 10-16). How does the illustration of 
freedom and slavery correlate with singleness versus marriage? !
Q: Does this verse sound familiar? It was quoted earlier in Chapter 6:19-20.  How does spiritual slavery 
outweigh physical slavery? (v.23) Literal slaves are free in Christ and literal freedmen slaves to Christ. !
Q: How does our responsibility to God help us to remain in our calling? (v.24) Ones status (married, single, 
divorced, remarried, etc.) is ultimately irrelevant with God. However, since our lives are determined by 
God’s call, not by our situation, we must learn to continue as one who is “responsible to God” and let the 
call of God sanctify to oneself the situation. !
Concerning Those Never Married or Looking to Marry (7:25-40) !
Q: Which audience does Paul address next? (v.25) Virgins. Those who have not yet married (probably not 
of marrying age). What is Paul’s counsel to them? (vs.26-28) He encourages them (both women—“virgin” 
and men—“you”) to remain as they are. Sex and marriage are not sinful. Nor should celibacy be carried 
over into marriage. !
Q: What is the present crisis Paul is referring to? (v.26) It could also be interpreted “impending crisis”.  It is the 
crisis of not remaining as you are (cf. vs.1,8) particularly between the two advents of Christ (i.e. His birth and 
Second Coming). He likely has in mind Christ’s Second Coming (for Parousia is near; see verses 29-31). !
Q: How does Paul turn the heads of his readers forward? He turns their head towards Christ’s return. How 
does this give motivation to live in the now? (vs.29-31) This is how Paul addresses the present crisis. That 
impending event causes Paul to have urgency and how marriage can distract that urgency. Effectiveness 
for Christ was Paul’s greatest concern. How do you live in the light of the present crisis? !
Q: How would Paul like them to be free from concerns? How is a married man/woman concerned? (vs.
32-35) Even if Christ does not come back right away, attending to the concerns of spouse and children 
takes time away from ministering to the needs of others in both church and world. Paul does not throw is 
hat into any corner—neither singleness or marriage. He throws his hat to whichever state enables one to 
“live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord”. Paul does not wish to “restrict” his audience (literally, 
“throw a noose around” them), one way or the other. Why is it important to consider you calling in Christ 
before getting married? Why is it good to ask, “Could I be equally useful to the Lord if married, or would it 
inevitably curtail my usefulness to him?” How have you seen God use both singles and married people for 
kingdom advances? How have you seen the hardships of ministry affect the marriage and family? !
Q: What is Paul’s counsel for those virgins considering marriage? (v.36) To marry before they sin. How does 
he clear the consciences of man scenarios? (vs.36-38) Engaged couples should not feel compelled to 
heed the pro-celibacy faction and refrain from marriage, but if they choose to do so, that is acceptable as 
well. Paul is surprisingly balanced. It guess that’s what makes him so biblical. !
Q: What are the biblical boundaries Paul gives for remaining married and remarriage? (v.39) Monogamy is 
a lifelong commitment. What is his final bit of counsel toward the single or widow? (v.40) These verses also 
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contain the only explicit reference to remarriage in Chapter 7. Christian widows (or widowers) are free to 
remarry, so long as they marry fellow believers. !
Q: What does Paul mean when he says, “I think that I too have the Spirit of God”? It leans towards being a 
sarcastic to the Corinthians who felt that only they had attained true spiritual insight and piousness due to 
there power to refrain for sex. (cf. vs. 10-12 Paul plays God’s trump card and his apostolic card.) !
How would you sum up Paul’s concerns in this chapter? What is your gift from God (singleness, marriage, 
remarriage, etc.)? Are you marrying a believer? Are the circumstances such that marriage is right? How will 
marriage affect your service for Christ? Are your prepared to enter into this union for life? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 8: CONCERNING FOOD 
SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (PART 1) !
Balancing Knowledge with love: Introducing the Problem and Solution (8:1-13) !
Q: What is the next concern Paul addresses? (v.1) Food (meat) offered to idols. Note: most of the meat sold 
in the market place came for sacrificed animals at the pagan temples. The question is whether these 
pagan ceremonies tainted the food or supported pagan practices? Was it okay for a Christian to buy it, 
eat it, and enjoy it with others, even in social contexts? What does Paul mean when he quotes “All of us 
have knowledge”? It is probably another Corinthian slogan. Whatever the case, Paul agrees we all have 
knowledge (about idols), but the application of that knowledge has its implications. Paul like before has a 
“Yes, but…” approach to answer Corinth’s questions. How does knowledge puff up? How does love build 
up? Would you rather be known by your knowledge or your love? Why? !
Q: How does knowledge often blind us to what we should know? (v.2) Knowledge often makes someone 
think he is something because he knows something. If a person thinks that he has arrived as some degree 
of knowledge, he has not yet reached the stage when he has any knowledge at all in the real sense of the 
word. !
Q: How should knowing God feed our love for Him and visa versa? Paul is demonstrating that love is 
superior to knowledge, yet they do both work together. Note: Paul is not anti-knowledge or intellect. He is 
one smart cookie. Why doesn’t knowing God not equal loving God? True Christian knowledge is 
inseparable from godly love, which can be produced only by God’s prior choice to love us (v.3; cf. 
Galatians 5:14; 1 Corinthians 13) What does it mean to know God? The more believers mature, the more 
they understand how little they measure up to God’s standards and how much depends on him and not 
themselves. What does it mean to be known by God? !
Q: What is an idol? (v.4-6) It is anything worshiped (or given allegiance to) other than the One True God 
(Deuteronomy 32:15-17; Isaiah 44:6-20). What is the Bibles take on idolatry? What are some modern 
equivalents to idols today? How does Paul justify the freedom to eat food used for idols? The basis for 
Christian freedom to eat this sacrificial food—the idols to which the meat is dedicated have no objective 
spiritual existence. How does God announce the shema? God is One (cf. Deuteronomy 6:4). What 
separates our God, the One True God, from other gods? He is alive the others are either imitations or dead. 
None of the alleged gods or lords in Corinth (or the known world) had anything to do with creation, 
sustenance, or redemption, as the God of Israel and the Father of the Lord Jesus did. !
Q: Why do some not possess this knowledge of God? How is their conscience defiled? (v.7) They had 
thoughts that accused them and left them feeling guilty of committing some sin (cf. Romans 14:23). !
Q: Why doesn’t food commend us to God? (v.8) Food doesn’t bring us close to God. Here is the first reason 
Paul gives for obtaining from eating meat sacrificed to idols. The meat is a morally neutral issue. It’s grey, 
not black or white. They are amoral There is no spiritual advantage for eating the meat or spiritual 
disadvantage for refusing to eat the meat. Paul’s concern for the ‘other person’ take the priority in this 
issue. !
Q: Though eating food to idols might not be a big deal, how do we still need to be careful? (vs.9-10) Some 
Christians might consider it a big deal. Maybe they have a connection to the meat (or pagan worship) in 
the past or have made a decision to obtain based on conscience. We must be careful to use our rights if 
another person would sin because of it. In other words, I must not demand my rights if it causes another to 
sin. How could it be a stumbling block to the weak? The ‘other person’ might see the freedom or liberty the 
stronger Christian is utilizing and apply it to other areas of his practice, wherein he sins. What is a stumbling 
block? Something that causes another to sin voluntarily. Who are the weak? They are ones with a “weak 
conscience”. They mimic the stronger brother but they feel guilt about doing so. They are not weak 
because they have a weak sense of morality or correctness, as modern use of the expression might often 
imply, but rather the excessive restrictions they placed on believers’ freedom in Christ (not necessarily 
legalistic). They limited the freedom they did have. Who are the strong? They are the ones who had 
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knowledge of their freedom. They can maturely draw the appropriate boundaries between the grey issues 
and those black and white. The principle Paul will draw upon is that the strong should not hurt the weak, 
neither should the weak accuse the strong of sin (cf. Romans 14:1-15:13). How can the strong love the 
weak and the weak love the strong? !
Q: How can the weaker brother be destroyed by you eating food used as a sacrifice to idols? (vs.11-12) 
Here is the second reason to obtain from eating idol meat, Flaunting one’s freedom was actually 
damaging (have ruining affects on) the spiritual lives of the weak (cf. Romans 14:15). How is this a sin 
against Christ? This is the third reason for not eaten idol meat. Such damage stands diametrically opposed 
to the purpose of the atonement, which came to redeem sin not promote it. The way we treat another 
Christian equals our treatment of Christ (cf. Matthew 10:42; 25:40; Mark 9:42). We want to lead people to 
Christ not away from Him. We want to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16). !
Q: How would Paul handle the situation in Corinth? Why? (v.13) He would never eat the meat if it would 
cause the weaker brother to stumble. He would not flex his right to rub his freedom in the face of one who 
might not understand their freedom. His love for the weaker brother limits his freedom. He uses his right to 
restrain.  !
Q: How would you summarize the problem and solution as Paul introduces it in Chapter 8? Freedom in 
principle to eat when there are no inherently anti-Christian implications involved, but voluntary abstention 
when other Christians might be damaged by one’s freedom. How does this chapter help us to understand 
how to handle other grey areas in Christian practice? Three timeless principles dominate this chapter: what 
is safe for one Christian may not be for another; true discernment always requires love as well as 
knowledge; and believers have no right to demand certain freedoms if they in turn prove detrimental to 
those around them. What are other grey areas that this text could apply to? How is this setting a good 
foundational understanding of the problem and solution that Paul will continue to unfold in Chapters 9-10?  !
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1 CORINTHIANS 9: CONCERNING FOOD 
SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (PART 2) !
Surrender Your Rights: Money & Ministry (9:1-18) !
Q: What rhetorical questions does Paul ask? (v.1) He is clarifying his position, namely his apostleship. His 
apostleship gives him a special privilege to help build the foundation of the church and its doctrine. What is 
the intended response? Yes. Paul passed the test of apostleship. He had seen the resurrected Jesus (cf. 
Acts 9; 1 Corinthians 15:7-8). !
Q: How is the church in Corinth a proof of Paul’s apostleship? (vs.2-3) The fruit of Paul’s ministry is the 
establishment of the church in Corinth. He was the planter. He preached among them for 18 months. Why 
does Paul begin with his position as an apostle? Is he on a power kick? No. In fact, it is for the opposite 
reason. Paul. like Jesus is showing how he came to serve not to be served (Mark 10:45). With all Paul’s rights 
and freedoms he did not abuse them, rather he relinquished them so people could know the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. How can we follow Paul and Jesus’ model of service? !
Q: What is Paul’s defense for those who would examine him? (vs.4-14) He is an apostle. He might be 
different than the other apostles since he did not live with Jesus nor does he accept money for ministry (cf. 
Acts 18:1-3). He made tents. It was not below Paul to do manual labor as thought most Greeks. Therefore 
the Greeks question his authority since he works a side job to pay the bills. Paul has not charge Corinth a 
dime (2 Corinthians 11:7). What are the gist of the questions Paul gives next? (vs.4-6) The intend answer is 
“yes.” Paul makes the case that is okay to get money for doing ministry (with the entire family involved in 
itinerant ministry), though he doesn’t. It’s his right either way. How does Paul’s ministry free the church and 
advance the gospel in hard to reach places? !
Q: What examples from normal life does Paul give for supporting servants and the profit they receive from 
their services? (vs.7, 11) He uses the example of a soldier, farmer and shepherd. Each of them profit from 
what they are doing. The soldier gets spoils, the farmer gets food, and the shepherd gets milk or meat. Profit 
from service is normal. What profit is there from doing ministry? !
Q: What authority does Paul have to share these truths with the Corinthians? He has apostolic authority. It 
might be under fire or under question, but he has the credentials nonetheless. How could Paul or other 
gospel ministers abuse their rights or authority? !
Q: Why does Paul quote from the Law of Moses about not muzzling the ox? (vs.9-12) Paul is quoting from 
Deuteronomy 25:4, where an ox had the right to eat some of the grain he was trashing or walking on. To 
keep him muzzled would starve him. God cares for animals. How does this law relate to the labors of gospel 
ministers?  !
Q: What right is Paul speaking about? (v.12) The right of receiving money for doing ministry (cf. Numbers 
18:8-31). Why would Paul be willing to endure anything rather than put an obstacle to the gospel? He 
would be willing to go without pay that there would be a hinderance to the gospel getting out. Whatever it 
takes the gospel to Paul is the most important. How is this the key to chapters 9-10 on idol meat? Paul s 
chasing after the big thing—the gospel (cf. Philippians 1:21). However the Corinthian church is focused on 
the little thing—idol meat. How can we obsess about little things while missing the big thing? The little things 
are the meat to idols, but to Paul the big thing is the gospel of Christ. The big thing can be minimized by the 
small things. What things do you hold onto with an open hand? What things do you hold onto with closed 
hands? (i.e. time, ideal life and future, money, health, control, other idols) How is Jim Elliot’s quote fitting 
and exemplified with this text: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot 
lose.”? !
Q: What example does Paul give? (v.13) How Jesus and his disciples were supported by others to do 
ministry (see: Luke 10:7; Matthew 10:9-10; 1 Timothy 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 2:6-7; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9). How 
does Paul use this example to back is livelihood in gospel ministry? (v.14) If Jesus did it. It is okay for others to 
do it too. 
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!
Q: Why doesn’t Paul want to burden the Corinthians with his needs? (v.15) Money can be such a 
distraction to the gospel. It’s not that their church was poor, in fact, they were wealth with wealthy patrons. 
Paul considers more important fish to fry. How can money for gospel ministry hinder gospel ministry? !
Q: Why does Paul have no grounds for boasting in preaching the gospel? (vs.16-17) He does nothing 
without God. All the success in ministry goes back to glorifying God. Paul boasts in his weaknesses instead 
(cf. 1:31; 2 Corinthians 10:12–12:10). What is Paul’s reward? (v.18) Preaching the gospel. He wouldn’t be 
happier doing anything else. What makes you happier than doing gospel ministry? !
Surrender Your Rights: To Save as Many as Possible (9:19-27) !
Q: Why is Paul free from all but is willing to surround his rights? (v.19) He wants to see as many people saved 
as possible. Paul doesn’t want anything (i.e. idol meat or money) to become an obstacle for people 
coming to know the gospel of Jesus Christ. Freedom from human “strings” or entanglements allows Paul to 
give the best possible service to the widest range of people. Paul has his evangelistic responsibilities in 
focus. !
Q: What does it mean to be “all things to all people”? First, it is not to be applied to issues of morality or 
immorality. It is to be applied to morally neutral. In other words, “all things” never crosses into the arena of 
sin or stretches the boundaries, but Paul is sensitive to those issues in order to bring the gospel to all kinds of 
people (cf. Galatians 2:11-21).  How has Paul become a servant of all? (vs.20-22) He is a servant to “the 
Jews” (v. 20a), “those under the law” (v. 20b, Gentiles who became Jew), “those not having the law” (v. 
21, Gentiles), “the weak” (v. 22a, weak Christians), and “some” (v. 22b). In what ways can you be a servant 
of all? In what ways are you willing to come alongside believers and unbelievers, weak and strong to help 
them know and live the gospel? Who are the “all peoples” around you who need the gospel? What right 
might you have to relinquish to reach them? !
Q: Why is Paul willing to be a servant rather than be served? (v.23) Paul here repeats his principle of 
flexibility one last time while noting an additional rationale for his behavior (cf. vs.15–18) There is inherent 
blessing in fulfilling his calling and seeing the results—people saved from their sins. !
Q: How does Paul use the example of a race to explain how he himself surrenders His rights? (vs.24-27) Paul 
compares the evangelistic lifestyle of believers to athletes who sacrifice normal pursuits for the sake of strict 
training and a competitive edge. There is great spiritual discipline involved in adapting oneself to diverse 
cultural and moral situations. How is giving up your rights like an athlete in training? The analogies of strict 
discipline fit the single-minded passion Paul has articulated (cf. vs.15-18). Paul is probably not thinking of the 
Christian life in general as a race or boxing match (cf. 2 Tim. 4:7) but is referring instead to these particular 
tasks of being “all things to all people” and voluntarily relinquishing his rights. How can you run the race with 
endurance in your community and in your church? !
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1 CORINTHIANS 10: CONCERNING FOOD 
SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (PART 3) !
Idols: Israel’s Past vs. Corinth’s Present (10:1-22) !
Q: What happens when you fail to exercise strict control in the Christian life? (cf. 9:24-27) Chapter 10 gives 
the tell tale signs of what is said at the end of Chapter 9. !
Q: Which Old Testament story does Paul point back to? (vs.1-5; cf. Exodus 16:3; Numbers 11:4) Israel in the 
Wilderness. Turning your head back has value for the present and future (Romans 15:14). Why do the 
people need to be reminded of the past? What privileges did the people of Israel receive? 1) guidance by 
God in the cloud (Exodus 13:21-22), 2) crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 14:22-29), 3) eating manna and quail in 
the desert (Exodus 16:3, 35), and 4) supernaturally provided water (Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11). It is 
interesting that none of these privileges guaranteed blessings. !
Q: Why would he use this story to reference Corinth’s current situation? (vs.6-11) It shows how the people of 
Israel did not walk faithfully therefore they suffered the consequences of their sins. Except for Joshua and 
Caleb, no one entered the Promise Land. The Corinthians seem to be paralleling the Israelites. How do we 
see here a progression of moral decay? The progression is simple, see these four steps downward: idolatry 
(Exodus 32:6), immorality (Numbers 25:1-9), testing the Lord (Numbers 21:4-9), and grumbling (Numbers 
16:41-50; 14:26-35). To lust after evil has a swift downfall (cf. James 1:12-15; Luke 4; Matthew 6:13). !
Q: Why do is this an important truth for us to heed? (v.12) Paul warns against repeating history. Why is it 
important to look back on the mistakes or sins of others? We can learn from the past without making the 
same mistake ourselves. !
Q: How do these promise encourage you? (v.13) The circumstances that tempt us to sin are never 
qualitatively different from those which God’s people of every era have experienced, and we never have 
to give in to them. There is always an escape-hatch, which is defined as a way to persevere without sinning 
in whatever difficult situation we find ourselves.How does God always provide a way of escape? Can you 
think of Biblical character who succeeded or failed in using an escape hatch? (i.e. Adam, Abraham, 
Joseph, David, etc.) !
Q: How do you see Paul’s heart of urgency here? He calls them to flee from idols now. Why must we flee 
from idolatry? (vs.14-15) If you don’t flee from idols you won’t be free from idols. Common sense should not 
be ignored. !
Q: What is the cup of blessing and breaking of bread an illustration of? (vs.16-18) Paul offers two further 
analogies, from the sacred meals of Christianity (vv. 16–17) and Judaism (v. 18). Why are some lifestyles 
incompatible with celebrating communion? Jesus doesn’t partner with idols. The two are incompatible. 
“Participation” in verses 15–16 includes both communion with fellow believers and partnership in Christ. 
Christian and pagan worship are fundamentally incompatible with each other because of the 
diametrically opposite spiritual beings worshiped in each setting. What is your attitude and approach to 
communion? !
Q: How does Paul compare and apply the sacrificial food to the idol food? (vs.19-20) The application to 
religious temple feasts in Corinth follows naturally. Pagans too commune with the spiritual beings they 
worship, in ways that make it shocking to think of Christians participating (cf. Deuteronomy 32:17). That 
leaves the Christian open to severe judgement as the Israelites received in the Wilderness. How do these 
truths relate to communion? (v.21) !
Q: How does idolatry provoke God to jealousy? (v.22) He is jealous for His name and fame. He will not stand 
to share it with another. To acknowledge demons rather than the Lord provokes his righteous jealousy 
(Exodus 20:3, 4).  What does it mean when asked, “Are we stronger than He”? In other words, who could be 
greater or better than the One True God? Certainly not puny, deaf, dumb and blind idols. !
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Balancing Freedom vs. Limits (10:23-11:1) !
Q: What  does it mean that all things are lawful? ‘Everything is permissible’ imply it was a saying bandied 
around among Christians (cf.6:12). Christian freedom, properly exercised, is not freedom to do the 
permissible but to do what is beneficial for others. Paul applies this truth to the question of meat offered to 
idols. How aren’t all things helpful nor build up? (v.23) While it is ‘permissible’ to eat meat offered to idols in 
an unbeliever’s home, even if he tells you that is the case, but it may not be beneficial for Paul (or others). 
How is this principle helpful for all areas of your Christian life?  !
Q: Where have you heard this verse before? (v.24) Why is it so important to hear again and again? !
Q: How does Paul address the issue of idol meat in the market and the dinner party? (v.25-28) In the case of 
marketplace food, Paul’s command is unqualified: feel free to buy it and eat it. In the case of a friend’s 
home, even that of an unbeliever not likely to have any scruples about what is eaten, Paul is only slightly 
less enthusiastic. His general affirmation is equally sweeping—go if you like, eat, and don’t ask any 
questions. Only if someone else present makes an issue of the food having been sacrificed to idols should 
abstention even be considered. Why does Paul say not to hinder your or your brothers conscience, but it is 
okay to hinder the conscience of the unbeliever? (vs.28-30) You don’t want to risk drawing yourself or the 
“weaker” brother into sin, however, the unbeliever is already in sin and needs to be confronted with His 
even greater need of Jesus Christ. !
Q: How do we give God glory by eating and drinking? (v.31) The twin principles of freedom and limits are 
now given in the context of God’s glory—that which conforms to his standards and priorities. What does it 
mean not to give God glory in these everyday activities? How does this affect the church or community of 
Christ? (vs.32-33) Paul tries to lead as few into sin as possible, both outside and inside the church, but his 
most basic underlying motive is the salvation of as many as possible (cf. 9:19-23).  !
Q: How is Paul lead by example? (v.33, 11:1; cf. 4:16) How will you follow or imitate Paul? To follow the 
example of Jesus—even though it means dying to self—is the secret of true freedom. Our Lord Jesus never 
settled merely for the permissible, but always for the beneficial and constructive. Paul included this 
somewhat lengthy discussion of his actions and motives precisely so that the Corinthians might imitate him 
carefully, at least to the extent that he successfully models Christ-like behavior. How would you call people 
to imitate you ? !
Q: Why is it important to read and understand Chapters 8-10 together? What is the over theme woven into 
those chapters? Christians have essential freedom in morally neutral matters, but their behavior must be 
tempered with concern for others. How does this echoes Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:37-40? !
Q: How does this text display our gospel freedom? How do you enjoy your freedom? How could you abuse 
it? How can you encourage others to walk in it? !!
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1 CORINTHIANS 11: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 1: HEAD COVERINGS & COMMUNION) !
Head Coverings (11:2-16) !
Q: What traditions is Paul speaking about? (v.2) Paul praise the church for remembering his teachings. 
When and why did Paul delivere them to the Corinthians? Either during his 18-month visit with them or in a 
previous letter. !
Q: Who is the head of man? Christ. Who is the head of home? Man. Who is the head of Christ? God the 
Father. Why are these questions so important for understanding man, the home, and the Trinity? (v.3) We 
can see that there is order and submission with relationships God has created or established (cf. v.12). We 
even see this within the relationship of the Trinity which has always existed in submission and harmony with 
one another. Headship has to do with authority as we see Paul use the word head in his other letters (cf. 
Ephesians 1:22; 4:15; 5:22-24). Why is headship as the Bible states it important? How is it often abused or 
twisted? Why does the word “authority” often bother us, but God is not afraid to include it in His Word and 
call all to honor authority? !
Q: Why is it a dishonorable for a man to cover his head while praying? (v.4) This is likely referring to a man 
who has long hair, but necessarily a hat or head covering (i.e. Roman priests of Paul’s day). A long hairstyle 
on men in a Greek culture might have made others suspicious of his sexual orientation or sophist 
connections. For a Christian man to appear gay or pagan dishonors God. Why is it dishonorable for a 
woman to uncover his head while praying or prophesying? (v.5) This is likely referring to long hair (i.e. not 
down and flowing), but it could also mean a covering of some sort. For a woman to appear lesbian or 
unfaithful dishonors her husband and God. What is the purpose of including prophesying for woman but 
not man? It is clear that after Pentecost both men and women were praying and prophesying (cf. Acts 
2:18). The inclusion of women might hint at some women who were flaunting their right to exercise these 
spiritual gifts in worship. There is great debate over what “prophesying “ means, especially for women, but 
for now it must suffice to define it broadly as the proclamation of a message given by God to a Christian 
speaker for the benefit of a particular congregation. It may include both spontaneous utterances and 
carefully thought-out communication. !
Q: Why would Paul give the extreme example of a woman cutting or shaving her head, but then calling 
that dishonorable? (v.6) These extremes might send wrong religious or sexuality signals to the community 
around them. !
Q: Why is man made in the image of God? (v.7) And woman the image of man? Isn’t woman made in the 
image of God too? (cf. Genesis 1:26) Yes, man and are equal in God’s image and equal in Christ, but they 
have differences too that must not be ignored. !
Q: How does creation order contribute to the roles of man and women? (vs.8-9) The origin of man and 
woman comes into play here. Man was created first, then woman from man. Man was alone so God 
made man a helper fit for him (cf. Genesis 2:18). !
Q: What do the angels have to with the woman wearing a head covering? This is peculiar, but it likely refers 
to the angels, God’s messengers, who regard man respect for God and in turn see the gospel on display. 
How is the head covering a symbol of authority? (v.10) It shows an outward sign of their inward respect. The 
two don’t always go together, but it’s the place to start. !
Q: How do man and woman compliment one another in God’s creation? (vs.11-12) This is an important 
qualifier or balancer in Paul’s discussion about men and women and worship. Paul reminds the Corinthians 
that as Christians, notwithstanding creation, husbands and wives are truly interdependent. The order of 
creation is reversed in subsequent procreation, and whatever hierarchies remain are significantly tempered 
by the fact that God is the origin of everything that belongs to redemption. He is therefore our ultimate and 
most important authority. !
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Q: Why are we to judge woman’s posture in worship according to Paul’s question? (v.13) Paul comes back 
to head coverings here. We are to conform to conventional or cultural standards that help people to see 
that we are different or biblical. When not, we have a right to question. Always in love and grace. !
Q: Why is it a disgrace for a man to have long hair? (v.14) It was not the status quo or the norm. What 
about Nazarite's in the Old Testament? The Nazirites whom God blessed specifically because they did not 
cut their hair. Samson was the most famous example (Judges 13:5). !
Q: How is hair a woman's glory? (v.15) It was the habit for a women to have long hair. She would leave it 
tied up in public, but in private it was let down. It was a mark of her beauty and femininity. To be shaven 
was to be shamed. How does a women’s glory ultimately give glory to God? How do symbolic acts of 
worship aid worship? !
Q: What does it mean to be “contentious”? Something that causes a argument, disagreement, or 
separation. Why is this a behavior the church must flee from? (v.16) The church is a place meant for unity in 
Christ even if there are differing opinions or convictions. !
Q: What reasons does Paul give for head coverings? 1) Creation order, 2) Angels, 3) Nature, and 4) Church 
practice.  !
Communion (11:17-34) !
Q: In what tone does Paul begin this next section? (v.17a) He is serious. He does not commend or praise 
them, but will point out something that they are not doing well amongst one another.  !
Q: What are the Corinthians worse at when they are together? (v.17b-19) There are growing divisions 
among them within the church (cf. 1:10). Why are all divisions in the church not all bad? It separates those 
who are genuine or faithful among the church. !
Q: What are these divisions in the church really affecting? (v.20) Communion. Since there are divisions 
among them that affect their unity it really affects the meaning of the Lords Supper which they partake 
together. !
Q: How does Paul describe the manner in which the church celebrates communion? (vs.21-22) It looks 
more like a personal party (meal) than a shared event. Everyone partakes solo without regarding the other. 
Paul says this is not communion. The church is community and communion is to be share with one another. 
He goes on to say that if you want a personal supper to go home, but the Lord’s Supper is meant to be 
shared with your brothers and sisters in Christ. There is a division in Corinth over the rich and poor and their 
fellowship with one another (cf. 1:26). Paul will not approve of any of this because they are not faithfully 
celebrating communion. They are guilt of communion malpractice. Why is communion alone contradictory 
to what communion signifies? In Christ’s death we see His immeasurable self-giving and grace. When we 
don’t extend that same self-giving and grace to our brothers and sisters in Christ we shame the message of 
the cross and Christ (cf. 1:28-2:5). Communion was designed to foster unity not division. The beauty of 
communion is that it can take the most diverse people on the planet and unify them around their common 
champion Christ. !
Q: Why is Paul so serious about this? How does his theology affect his practice? (vs.23-26) He is serious 
because the affects horrify Paul. Paul turns back to the roots of communion—Jesus in the Upper Room with 
His disciples (Matthew 26:26–29; Mark 14:22–25; Luke 22:14–20). He was giving them and illustration of what 
would be actual. Communion is the celebration of all Jesus followers reflecting up the death of Christ and 
their unity in Him. How is communion a celebration of Christ’s death and our unity in Christ? The bread 
symbolizes Jesus’ body which was broken for us and the cup symbolizes His blood that was spilt for us. For all 
followers of Christ this is a belief we all share in common. Why is it important to remember Christ together? 
Christ’s death is our means for forgiveness in this life (cf. Jeremiah 31:31-34). How does the meal unify? It 
brings us together around the only one who matters in the church. What is the duration of the communion 
celebration for the church? Until He returns (v.26; cf. Isaiah 25:6–9; 65:13–14; Matthew 22:1–14; Revation 19). 
Communion is a memorial from the time of Christ’s death to His return (or throughout church history). !
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Q: What are the consequences of celebrating communion in an unworthy manner? This is where we hear 
the reason why Paul is so serious. To celebrate communion in an unworthy manner one is guilty (v.27). The 
issue is a character issue. The manner in which the factious believers are celebrating communion is 
unworthily.  !
Q: What does it mean to examine yourself? To test and to find approved. How has this text often been over 
interpreted in the church or communion service? (v.28) Examination is often equated with repentance. 
While repentance for past sin is appropriate the Lord’s Supper is more a celebration of forgiveness and 
reconciliation in Christ. Communion balances past (death of Christ), present (celebration with community 
of Christ) and future (Christ’s return) aspects. The point of examination here is to examine ones own 
behavior towards their fellow brothers and sisters thereby qualify oneself to participate with them (cf. 
Matthew 5:23-24). !
Q: What is the judgment one brings upon himself for celebrating communion in an unworthy manner? (v.
29) Those who eat and drink in flagrant disregard of the physical needs of others in their fellowship risk 
incurring punishment from God. What judgments does Paul give to show examples of those judgments? (v.
30) Physical sickness, illness, even death. Are weaknesses, illnesses and death among Christians always a 
sign of judgment?  No. Although suffering often is not the result of one’s personal sin at all (2 Corinthians 4:7–
12; 6:4–10; 12:7–10). Why or why not? No man know’s but God. What we do know is that God disciplines 
those he loves (cf. Hebrews 12:5–11) to protect them from further damaging themselves or others (v.32). We 
also know that God shows indescribable mercy to us, when we all deserve illness and death. Why does 
Paul have the right to judge? (vs.31-32) Remember the tragic end of Ananias and Sapphira (cf. Acts 5:1–
11). !
Q: What is Paul’s final encouragement on this matter of communion in the Body? (vs.33-34) Wait to eat until 
you are gathered together and partake with one another. Let division not affect communion. Rather let 
communion unify you around Christ. Anyone’s genuine hunger pangs can be satisfied privately (v. 34a), so 
that the main point of the public Christian meal is to share with one another rather than to satisfy one’s own 
needs. !
Q: How does this passage make you think about communion? How can this influence the next time you 
celebrate communion within your church? How does this text build a good theology behind communion? 
What do you think of Michael Green’s six-fold summary of the Lord’s Supper?  “Paul stresses in verses 17–34: 
look back (to Christ’s death), look in (in self-examination), look up (fellowship with God), look around 
(fellowship with each other), look forward (to Christ’s return), and look outward (to proclaim God’s word to 
others).” !!
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1 CORINTHIANS 12: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 2: SPIRITUAL GIFTS & UNITY) !
Introduction to Spiritual Gifts (12:1-11) !
Q: What topic of worship does Paul now shift to in chapter 12? (v.12) Spiritual gifts. What are spiritual gifts? 
They are gifts the Holy Spirit gives to believers and the church to help grow the church and magnify God. 
They are supernatural manifestations of the power of God at work through people. How are they related to 
church and worship? As people serve and live in the power of the Holy Spirit the church grows and walks in 
the Spirit. This glorifies God. !
Q: Why does Paul bring up their pagan past? (vs.2-3) They did not honor Jesus. They were filled with another 
spirit. Some of them had doubtless spoken seemingly inspired utterances during various Greco-Roman 
religious rituals. What does it mean to say, “Jesus is accursed”? No one can sincerely declare Jesus to be 
anathema who is a true believer (v. 3a). What does it mean to say, “Jesus is Lord”? Only Christians—those 
indwelled by the Spirit—can acknowledge Jesus as Lord (v. 3b; cf. Romans 10:9-10). !
Q: Why is their a diversity of gifts? This is grace and the creativity of God. What is the unifying factor 
between all the spiritual gifts? (v.4) The Spirit. Why do some see the diversity of gifts in the church as a 
problem or contrary to unity? !
Q: What’s the difference between services and activities and gifts? (vs.5-6) Both terms are to be related to 
gifts, but it demonstrates that gifts are to be actions done in an attitude of servanthood. Again, what is the 
unifying factor in all these things? We have the same master and the same God who empowers us for 
ministry. How do you see the Trinity at work in giving gifts? In spiritual gifts we see the power of God the 
Father, the servanthood of God the Son, and the gifting of God the Holy Spirit. !
Q: What is the ‘manifestation of the Spirit for the common good’? (v.7) The Spirits gift gives proof that the 
Spirit of God is at work in each believer. The common good is what is good for the church not just the 
individual. How many gifts does each believer possess? At least one (Ephesians 4:11-13). !
Q: What are the examples of the Spirits manifestation that are given? (vs.8-10) These verses divide gifts into 
three sections: wisdom and knowledge (v. 8); faith, healings, miracles, prophecy, and distinguishing spirits 
(vs. 9–10a); and tongues and their interpretations (v. 10b). How would you describe these gifts and how do 
they benefit the church? All nine represent the more miraculous gifts, precisely because these were what 
the Corinthians were overly stressing in divisive ways. They could benefit the church magnifying the 
supernatural work of the Holy Spirt at work within the body of believers. !
Q: What point does Paul come back to? (v.11) Paul, on the other hand, repeatedly states that they all 
come from the same Spirit. Why would Paul repeat again and again to the truth that we have the same 
Spirit and God who empowers these gifts? The Holy Spirit, and not individual merit, who determines who 
gets what gifts, they cannot be used to mark out any one for special status within the church in Corinth. 
How have you seen how God gives spiritual gifts individually as He wills? !
Diversity within Unity (12:12-31a) !
Q: What illustration does Paul use to describe the church? (v.12) A body. Why is this such a fitting example 
for the church? What kind of body are we? We have many members/parts (diversity) but one body (unity). !
Q: How does Paul show the differences in the body in his day? (v.13) He shows how Jews, Greeks, slave or 
free. are all one body in Christ (cf. Galatians 3:28). Why is this so important for the church at Corinth to see? 
They were class oriented and treated people within the body differently. How is the church different from 
most religious or non-religious institutions? The church crosses lines of gender, race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic demographics, and culture. It is one of a few institutions that puts all people on the same 
plain. What is the meaning of being “baptized into one spirit”? It probably doesn’t related as much to 
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water baptism as it relates to being in or within the body of other redeemed members where the Spirit of 
God dwells. !
Q: How does Paul take the illustration of the body further? (vs.14-20) He explains who the body is not 
identified by just one part, but all it’s parts together. That’s how the body works. He uses the example of the 
foot and eye. First, the foot thinks that since it is not a hand it doesn’t belong. The foot is no less a part of the 
body than any other part. Second, if the body were just an eye it would be missing the ear and nose, all 
important senses for the body to have.  What is his point? Just because one part is different doesn’t mean it 
doesn’t need the other parts. Diversity in the body is what unifies us around Jesus. Who arranges and 
choses the various parts of the body? (v.18) God choses the parts and places them. Why is that so 
important to the illustration? It is God who gives the diversity of parts value, an equal value. God has given 
each an important function in the body. How have/could you learned to appreciate the diversity within 
the church? !
Q: Why does Paul return to the illustration of the hand not needing the foot? (v.21) The view of looking 
down on others must have been a problem in the church at Corinth. How can some in the church be like 
the hand who says this? !
Q: How are seemingly weaker or lesser or unclothed parts of the body indispensable, honorable, and 
presentable? (vs.22-24) God gave each part to the body for it’s purpose. Since God is the designer and 
designator by that reason alone each part of the body is significant because He gave it significance. Have 
you ever felt like an weak link, honor, or unpresentable (hidden) part of the body? How does this text give 
you encouragement? !
Q: What is the reason Paul shares for honoring each member of the church? (v.25) That in their diversity that 
may not lead to division but lead to unity and care for one another. How do you use your gifts to care for 
others in the body? How do others use their gifts to care for you? How do we elevate one member above 
another? The more visible and dramatic spiritual gifts are often elevated above those gifts that are hidden 
behind the scenes. How does this divide a church rather than unify it? We unify around certain member(s) 
rather than unify around each other in Christ. !
Q: How do we all suffer it one member suffers? (v.26) When one suffers we all feel the effect because the 
body feels it. How do we all rejoice if one member is honored? Since we are all one we we are all honored 
together. How have you seen or experienced this suffering or rejoicing in your own church? We are 
mutually interdependent. This requires intimacy within the body. What happens to one member in the body 
affects the whole. What happens in the body is contagious. !
Q: How is the body of Christ both individual and corporate? (v.27) Why is neither more important than the 
other? !
Q: Which gifts has God given the church that Paul lists here? (v.28; cf. vs.8-10) God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, 
administrating, and various kinds of tongues. How is this list different or the same compared to other texts on 
spiritual gifts? (cf. Romans 12; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 4:11) How does this yet remind us of the churches 
mission to go to the nations? !
Q: What is the purpose of Paul’s multi-stringed questions? (vs.29-30) The implied answer to the rhetorical 
questions is “No.” Paul is referring back to the list of spiritual gifts in verse 28 and the idea that not one gift 
makes up the body, but that all the gifts together make up the body. Not one of the gifts is intended for all 
the believers. Which of these gifts are often elevated among the others at certain times by certain people? 
Why are the first three gifts ranked? To take “first,”“second,” and “third” in verse 28 as a ranking in 
significance would clearly violate the whole point of Paul’s teaching. It is best to see this numbering as a 
chronology of priority (cf. Ephesians 2:20).12 First, t establish a local congregation requires a church-planter 
(apostle). Second, the regular proclamation of God’s Word must follow (prophet). Third, teachers must 
supplement evangelism with discipleship and the passing on of the truths of the faith. Only at this point 
does a viable Christian fellowship exist to enable all the other gifts to come into play. Why would tongues 
be last? Tongues may be last on the list because the Corinthians were overestimating its value, but it 
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cannot be demonstrated that Paul assigned them any inherent inferiority. Be careful of imposing artificial 
categories on spiritual gifts. !
Q: What are the higher gifts to be desired? (v.31) It is best to understand “greater” as referring to the less 
visible gifts given special honor and treatment (cf. v. 23) or to prophecy as over against tongues (see 
chapter 14). !
Q: How does this chapter shape your views on spiritual gifts? How would you build a biblical theology of 
gifts for the church based on this text? why is diversity within unity so important to the church and Christ? 

!          1 Corinthians // ministering to a messy church & making much of Christ63



1 CORINTHIANS 13: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 3: SPIRITUAL GIFTS & LOVE) !
Love is the Key (12:31b-13:13) !
What is the more excellent way? (v.12:31b) Paul will teach the Corinthians about the more excellent way in 
this chapter, which is love. Above all gifts stands love. How would you define love? What does love look 
like? !
Q: What is the key word of this chapter that is also mentioned in the first verse? (v.1) Love. Without love all 
gifts of the Spirit are worthless or profits the believer nothing. Which gift of the spirit is it compared to and 
illustrated? He uses the gift of tongues and compares it to clanging symbols without the Spirit. Paul 
graphically highlights that tongues without love leave only a hollow reverberation. !
Q: What good things does Paul list that without love are nothing? (vs.2-3) Paul uses the example of gifts of 
spiritual insight and faith to work miracles. Paul uses many teachings of Jesus: 1) faith to move mountains, 2) 
sell everything to follow Him, and 3) surrender (give up) yourself or your body (cf. Matthew 21:21), but 
without love they mean nothing. What’s the big deal about love? !
Q: What characterizes love? (vs.4-7) 1) “Patience” (v. 4) conveys the sense of “long-suffering.” 2) “Boast” 
refers to the negative sense of “bragging about oneself.” 3) “Proud” is more literally “puffed up.” 4) 
“Rude“ (v. 5) uses the same word translated as “unpresentable” in 12:23 and refers to activity “in defiance 
of social and moral standards, with resulting disgrace, embarrassment, and shame.” 5) “Easily angered” 
translates a term from which our English “paroxysm” derives. 6) “Protects” (v. 7) might instead mean “bears” 
or “puts up with annoyances”; it seems roughly synonymous with “endures.” 7) “Trusts” is the common New 
Testament word for “believes.” This list shows the nature of love. The Corinthians are not measuring up. How 
do you measure up to this list of characteristics about love? How does Christ fit each of these 
characteristics of love? Taken together, these verses clearly portray love as selfless, seeking the good of the 
other first and foremost (see Romans 15:1–7). Replace the word love in verses 4-7 with the name of Christ, 
then your name. What areas of your “love life” do you need to work on? !
Q: How do gifts pass away, but love never ends? (v.8) Each of the gifts of the Spirit are temporary and have 
their purpose, but love is permanent and will remain for eternity (v. 10 disappear, v.11 put behind). Why will 
gifts cease? !
Q: What does it mean to “know in part”? (v.9) We do not know the reasons of God or gifts completely. Only 
God sees the whole. Prophecy, tongues, and knowledge were from the Holy Spirit and therefore were 
valuable in the church, but the nature of the gifts made their value only temporary. Not being of eternal 
value, they would eventually stop. !
Q: What is the “perfect that has come”? (v.10) Some say this is the completion of the canon of Scripture or 
the establishment of the church after the apostles death, but the most fitting definition of “the perfect” in 
context is Jesus and His return (cf. Ephesians 1:10).  !
Q: What is the meaning of Paul’s child to man illustration? (v.11) Paul elsewhere described the purpose of 
gifts by an illustration employing the imagery of growth and maturity. According to Ephesians 4:11-16, the 
gifts were to be used to bring the church from a state of infancy to adult hood. The word translated 
“mature” in that passage (Ephesians 4:13) is the word translated “perfection” in 1 Corinthians 13:10. In the 
Ephesians passage, maturity is defined as “attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” Such a 
state will obviously not exist until Christ’s second coming. Preoccupation, therefore, with any spiritual gift to 
the neglect of love is spiritual childishness (v. 11). The gifts of prophecy, tongues, and knowledge are so 
limited by the constraints of this life and their partial nature that they may be compared to childish things. 
Just as it is unimaginable that a mature adult would resort to childlike immaturity, so it is unimaginable that 
these gifts will endure beyond their usefulness into eternity. !
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Q: What is the meaning of Paul’s mirror illustration? (v.12) In every era of church history, “we see but a poor 
reflection as in a mirror”; only when Christ returns will we “see face to face.” This reminder should inspire 
humility in our personal relationships, our intellectual endeavors, and the spiritual claims that we make for 
ourselves. For Paul the gifts of the Spirit are the photographs the church has access to now. When Christ 
returns, however, then everyone will see face to face. Everything of which the gifts now speak in part will 
then be revealed in full. Just as a reflected image outlives its usefulness when the thing it portrays can be 
seen face to face, the gifts will have outlived their usefulness “when perfection comes” (13:10) at Christ’s 
return. !
Q: Which three characteristics abide forever? (v.13) Faith, hope, and love. Love is already mentioned, but 
Paul adds them together as a triad. Faith is taken as belief in Jesus and faithful service to him, and if hope 
refers to the expectant anticipation of the good things God has in the future for us (cf. 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 
5:8; Colossians 1:4–5; Ephesians 1:15–18). Why these three? Which is the greatest of these characteristics? 
Why? Love is the most foundational, essential and central to Paul’s understanding of the Christian ethic (cf. 
Galatians 5:6, 14, 22–23). Love as the centerpiece of the Christian ethic. How have you see God work faith, 
hope, and love in you? How does this chapter raise the definition of love from just some emotion to an 
eternal characteristic? 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1 CORINTHIANS 14: CONCERNING WORSHIP 
(PART 4: SPIRITUAL GIFTS OF PROPHECY & 
TONGUES) !
Prophecy and Tongues: Prefer Intelligibility (14:1–25) !
Q: How does pursuing love and desiring spiritual gifts go together? (v.1) Here Paul connects love and gifts 
with the previous chapter on love (cf. chapter 13). Why would prophesying be singled out above other 
gifts? Paul sees the benefit of all gifts, but prophesying builds up the church and calls unbelievers to 
repentance. !
Q: Who is the audience of one who speaks in tongues? (v.2) Their audience is God. Since no one 
understands them. Why would this be important? We get a hint that this might be one of the abuses of the 
Corinthian church—speaking in tongues for personal benefit or recognition. !
Q: Who is the audience of one who prophecies? (v.3) There audience is men to build up and encourage. !
Q: How are tongues and prophesying compared? (v.4) Tongues builds oneself up while prophesying builds 
up the church. But don’t all tongues build up the church? Yes, but some gifts draw more attention to the 
gift user than the gift giver. Why such a contrast between the spiritual gifts here? Paul’s beef is that tongues 
without interpretation are useless and meaningless. When interpreted they are like prophecy and build up 
the church. Why would prophesying be better than tongues in Paul’s opinion? (v.5) Prophesying has less 
ability to be abused and misunderstood than tongues. !
Q: What is the meaning of Paul’s question? (v.6) Without understandability the gift of tongues has no 
benefit for the church. How do tongues benefit the church? When they are interpreted. Do they need to 
be attached to another gift to have meaning? Tongues work in harmony with interpretation, teaching, 
knowledge, and/or prophecy. Each make tongues intelligible. Why is clear communication important for 
the message and the messenger? !
Q: What is the meaning of the comparison between a musical instrument and the gift of tongues? (vs.7-8) 
In order to be understood or appreciated, musical instruments must play a discernible melody (v. 7). 
Trumpet calls to battle must be clear enough for soldiers to distinguish “Advance!” from “Retreat!” (v. 8). !
Q: What are tongues without meaning or benefit to the church? (vs.9-12) Paul illustrates this by talking 
about all the languages in the world that have meaning. A foreign languages remain unintelligible to those 
who have not learned them. Without meaning the message is foreign and not helpful. To have an 
interpreter to bring meaning to the tongues is the means by which tongues benefits and builds up the 
church. Why should it be our aim to build up the church with our spiritual gifts? !
Q: How does Paul illustrate the necessity for an interpreter for the gift of tongues? (vs.13-17) He shows how 
tongues and worship (singing) go together whether naturally or illustratively. The tongues speaker must pray 
for an interpreter (v.13). The tongues speaker does not benefit himself without an interpretation (vs.14-15). 
He must also include the body in the blessing of understanding the tongue (vs.16-17). How does this 
illustrate the benefit of one gift to anthers for the overall benefit of the body? !
Q: Why would Paul boast about his spiritual gift of tongues? (v.18) He uses himself as an example. Though 
he has the gift he will minimize it. Why would he rather speak with his mind than his tongue? (v.19-20) He 
would rather speak less in tongues publicly than privately because he desire to be understood intelligibly.  
How can the church speak in tongues with their mind or intelligibly? (vs.20, 23) If the tongue brings more 
attention to the person it is childish, but if the tongue builds up the body and glorifies God it is used 
maturely. !
Q: How is the gift of tongues a sign for unbelievers? (v.21-22) Paul quotes from parts of Isaiah 28:11–12, a 
passage in which God pronounces judgment against rebellious Israel at the hands of the foreign empire of 
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Assyria. Tongues are a sign of judgment for unbelievers. Like the unbelieving Israelites, non-Christians in 
Corinth will wind up being condemned (even if inadvertently) by those who speak in undecipherable 
languages. They will remain lost in their sins because they will reject the gospel as the product of insane 
babblers. But the gift of prophecy a sign for believers? Prophecy directly is a message to believers who 
understand the implications of the message. !
Q: How does prophecy call an unbeliever to repentance, but not tongues? (vs.24-25) Prophecy is a sign of 
judgment for believers in the positive sense that it creates Christians by convicting unbelievers of their sins 
and bringing them to repentance (v. 25b echoes Isa. 45:14). The text simply stresses that an intelligible 
proclamation of the gospel stands a far better chance of convicting unsaved people and regenerating 
their hearts. !
Prophecy and Tongues: Prefer Order (14:26–40) !
Q: What does the church worship when it gathers together? (v.26) They are to instruct and encourage one 
another with the words from God. Opportunity is given to allow for the participation of those who the Spirit 
is leading. Is this all a worship gathering includes? (cf. Acts 2:42-47). Why is each part important? What is the 
goal of each part? To strengthen or build up the church. !
Q: What kind of guidelines for worship are given for speaking in tongues? (vs.27-28) There are not to be 
more than two or three at a time and they must have an interpreter. If there is no interpreter the speaker of 
tongues should remain quiet and speak to himself. Paul’s stresses quality over quantity. !
Q: How are the guidelines for worship for prophecy similar or different than speaking in tongues? (vs.29-32) 
Similar: two or three are to speak and other should listen sequentially. They are to prophecy in turn for the 
people to weigh carefully what is being said. Understandability is important in worship. Different: If 
revelation comes to one sitting down the others prophesying should stop. !
Q: What does it mean that “God is not a God of confusion but of peace”? (v.33a) God has not ordered 
chaos in worship. He desires Himself to be understood and those in the body to understand one another. 
God is about peace and control not chaos. !
Q: What are the guidelines for worship for women? (vs.33b-35) They are to remain quiet when it comes to 
prophecy, but if they have something to say in corporate worship they are to ask their husbands at home. 
There are many interpretation on these verses, but the most likely in context is that Paul is prohibiting 
women from participating in the final church decisions about the legitimacy of any given prophecy that is 
the responsibility of the elders or overseers (1 Timothy 3:2; 5:17). Are these meant to be restricting to 
women? No. It is following the creation order (cf. Genesis 2) and respecting the man’s authority as head 
(11:8-9), while giving the woman an opportunity to have input. !
Q: What is meant by Paul’s questions? (v.36) They are rhetorical. The answer to the first question is “No”, the 
word of God did not originate with the Corinthians. The answer to the second question is also “No”, the 
Corinthians are not the only ones reached by the word of God. !
Q: How are Paul’s writings a command from God? (v.37) He is an apostle and his writings, like a prophet, 
are timeless and from God to be heeded. Corinth is not exempt from God’s words. What are the 
consequences of not heeding his word? (v.38) If one ignores the words of God, he will be ignored himself. 
In other words, they are out of touch with the Spirit of God. !
Q: How does Paul bring balance to the issue of speaking in tongues and prophecy? (vs.39-40) He calls the 
people to desire prophecy, but not to forbid speaking in tongues. He simply calls the church to worshiping 
a way that is fitting and orderly. All in all, Paul summarizes his teachings from chapters 12-14 holding in 
balance liberty and order. Every spiritual gift has it’s place and should be used, but the goal is to build up 
the church together in unity and love. How does this chapter promote both freedom and order in worship? !!
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1 CORINTHIANS 15: CONCERNING THE 
RESURRECTION !
The Resurrection: It’s Certainty (15:1–34) !
Q: How does Paul change the subject with this chapter? (vs.1-2) He wants to remind them of the gospel he 
has already taught them. Why does he remind them of the basics? We too easily forget the gospel truths 
and how they impact everything we do. Some might believe Paul’s teaching in vain. How is the gospel not 
just the ABC’s of our faith but the A to Z’s? As the text says, it is the truth in which we stand and by which we 
are being saved. !
Q: What is the gospel in a nutshell? (vs.3-4) Jesus died, was buried and rose from the grace after three days. 
How is this life shattering, earth shaking, ground breaking news of yesterday and for today? Why did Jesus 
need to die? Sin seeks payment. Death is it’s sins debt. Jesus died that the payment for mankind's sin might 
be met. !
Q: What proof is there of Jesus’ resurrection? (vs.5-8) Who saw him raise from the dead? Jesus appeared to 
Peter, the 12 disciples, to 500, to James, to the all apostles, and to Paul (who had a private viewing).  Why is 
this so important to have eyewitness accounts of Jesus death and resurrection? Eye witness reports give an 
event validity. Paul verifies seeing the resurrected Christ (see: Galatians 1:12,18-24). !
Q: How does Paul describe himself? (vs.9-10) He says he is unworthy to be called an apostle because he 
previously persecuted the church (or Christ). He magnifies the grace of God! Is this an accurate self 
portrait? Would you have described Paul like this? How would you describe yourself in his shoes? !
Q: What is the thing Paul holds in common with all the apostles? (v.11) They have experienced God’s 
grace. They preached the gospel and many believed. Corinthians are proof of that. !
Q: What do some say about the resurrection of the dead? (v.12) Some say there is no resurrection. What 
would it mean if there was no resurrection? (vs.13-20) If there is no such thing as the resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ did not raise, preaching is in vain, faith is in vain, we misrepresent God (or say He is a liar), 
we are still in our sin, those who are dead are still dead, no hope after this life, and we are to be pitied. 
Could you imagine life or dead without the resurrection? !
Q: How does Paul compare Adam to Christ? (vs.21-22) Adam brought death, but Christ brought life. In 
Adam we die, but in Christ we can live.  Why is this comparison so important to understanding the gospel 
and the need for the resurrection?  !
Q: What does it mean that Jesus is the first fruits? (vs.20, 23) Christ’s bodily resurrection guarantees the future 
bodily resurrection of all believers, just as the “first fruits” of a harvest (v. 20) speak of a much larger crop to 
follow (cf. Leviticus 23:9–14). Paul points out the parallel between Adam’s sin leading to the sinfulness of all 
humanity (cf. Romans 5:12–21) and Christ’s resurrection leading to the resurrection of all his followers (vs. 21–
22). !
Q: How does Jesus’ death conquer sin, death, and the enemy? (vs.23-24) Adam represented the entire 
human race that would descend from him, sin spread throughout the whole world. Because Christ, as fully 
human, represented the entire human race in bearing its sins, he is able to apply the benefits of his death 
and resurrection to all who will accept them (cf. Hebrews 2:5–9, appealing to Psalm 8, just as Paul will do in 
v.26). Christ will have destroyed all opposition to his reign in the universe—both human and angelic (i.e., 
demonic—vs.24–25). Finally, death itself will be destroyed, so that God’s people will never again have 
anything to fear for all eternity (v. 26). !
Q: Who is the enemy of Christ? (vs.25-26) The enemy is Satan, the prince and power of this world. However, 
as the verse says, the last enemy to be destroyed is death. Jesus conquered death through His resurrection. 
What verse is this a fulfillment of in Scripture? (v.25) Psalm 110:1. What does this tell you about death and 
the enemy in relation to Christ? They are all under him. Jesus is sovereign over all and all is in submission to 
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Him (v.27; cf. Psalm 8:6; Ephesians 1:22; Matthew 11:27; 28:18). If everything submits to Jesus, how are you 
doing this too? How was Jesus Himself our example by submitting Himself to the Father? (v.28) How do 
these verse exalt the sovereignty of God? !
Q: What is baptizing on behalf of the dead? (v.29) Believers were baptized on behalf of those in their sect 
or group who had died without being baptized. Paul neither condemns nor condones such a practice but 
argues for its irrelevance if Christ is not raised. In other words, those who are baptizing people on behalf of 
the dead contradict their own theology that denies the resurrection. The Corinthians might well have 
replied that they performed such baptisms for the sake of disembodied souls, but Paul is convinced that 
without a body there is no further life at all. Why would Paul include these questions? (vs.29-30) To reveal 
the absurdity of a faith without the resurrection. !
Q: What does it mean that Paul dies everyday? (v.31; cf. Luke 9:23; Romans 8:36) Paul continues to tolerate 
hostility from others and risk his life for the sake of the gospel because there is hope in the resurrection. !
Q: What would life be without the resurrection? (v.32) If this life is all there is, then people ought to “live it 
up,” but he immediately rejects such logic, since Christ has in fact been raised. !
Q: How does the reality of our resurrection to come give us motivation to live for God today? (vs.33-34; cf. 
Acts 23:6; cf. 24:21; 26:6–8) How is the resurrection at the very center of our faith? Christian belief without 
the doctrine of bodily resurrection proves worthless. !
The Resurrection: It’s Nature (15:35-58) !
Q: What questions will people ask? (v.35) Apparently there is some objection to the bodily resurrection that 
Paul includes these questions as reference. Some will ask how the dead are raised and what kind of body 
they will have. How does Paul respond to this question? (vs.36-41) First, he calls them foolish. He mocks the 
question because the question mocks the resurrection. Paul then goes on to say our body now is a shell or 
flesh and God will give humans a new body full of glory. The bodies of earth are different than the bodies 
of heaven. Paul illustrates the difference between bodies on earth and heaven with a seed and plant (cf. 
John 12:24, though Jesus’ point there is somewhat different). By being buried in the ground, the seed 
seemingly dies, and it certainly decomposes. Yet on that very spot new life emerges, totally different in 
appearance from the seed, and yet somehow the mature plant remains the same living entity (vs.36–38). 
The heavenly bodies will be different but identifiable compared to their earth liking. When you consider 
your heavenly body, what are you grateful for? !
Q: What about the earthly body will perish and what will remain? The skin and flesh will perish, but the soul/
spirit will remain. What is the differences between a natural and spiritual body? (vs.42-44; cf. 2:6-16) The 
natural body dies, but the spiritual body lives. The natural body is dishonor and weak, but the spiritual body 
is raised in glory and power. The heavenly bodies will be infinitely more amazing than earthly bodies. !
Q: What example does Paul use to speak of the natural and spiritual man? (v.45) He uses the example of 
Adam, the first human God created. He also compares the first Adam to the second Adam (Jesus). The first 
Adam became living, while the second Adam was life-giving. The first Adam came from dust (created), 
while the second Adam came from heaven (uncreated). How are the two Adam’s compared in other 
places in Scripture?  !
Q: How are we like the first and second Adams? (vs.46-49) We are made from the dust. We are natural 
before we are spiritual. However, since we are also spiritual we bear the image of Jesus. !
Q: Why won’t there be bodies as we know it in heaven? (vs.50) Our bodies are built with flesh and blood 
and they perish. Nothing of that sort is in heaven. !
Q: What will happen to us and our bodies? (vs.51-52) They will be changed. For some that will be an instant 
when Jesus comes back and the end of the world as we know it. Why is this change so important? (vs.
53-55) Our bodies are temporal. There is a need for change. A new body shows the power of God, the 
beauty of His dwelling, His power over death, and the grace He showers on man so that their body will not 
fade or perish. 
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Q: Why is a natural body succumbed to perish and mortality? (v.56) Death comes to the body through sin 
because sin disobeys the law of God. In Romans 6–8, Paul recalls that sin is the primary culprit that has led 
to both physical and spiritual death, while the law, apart from pointing people to Christ, serves only to 
promote sin, as it increases conscious rebellion against God’s standards (cf. Gal. 3:19–24).4 !
Q: Why doesn’t the natural body have to be succumbed to the sting of death? (v.57) Deaths path has 
been interrupted by victory in Jesus. By the grace of God He has given us Jesus Christ, who died in the flesh 
that we might have victory over the grave. !
Q: What should our response be to the work of Christ in the flesh? (v.58) “Be steadfast, immoveable always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” In other words, Since Christ has been raised bodily, you too will one day 
be physically transformed. Therefore you should remain unswervingly faithful to God and the gospel. Be 
confident that what Jesus did will come to pass just as he promised. Jesus is the champion of my faith and 
future resurrection. How does Jesus’ work on the cross and His resurrection bolster your faith and service for 
Him? How does the resurrection give you hope for today and tomorrow? !!
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1 CORINTHIANS 16: COLLECTION & SALUTATIONS !
Concerning a Special Collection (16:1–4) !
Q: What is the collection for the saints? (v.1) It is a “gift” (not a denominational due) or offering to Christians 
(in general who are) in need. It is a special project Paul has in mind that he’s already communicated in 
advance. Paul asked the church in Galatia and Corinth to give a special monetary gift to the church in 
Jerusalem or “God’s People” or the Jews living in Jerusalem (v.3). Why is giving and preparing to give 
important? How do you prepare or plan to give regularly and for special events/projects? !
Q: How are the Corinthians to collect the money? (v.2) They are to collect on the first day of the week 
(Sunday) and store it up before Paul comes back again. He doesn’t want to come and have to wait for 
them to have a collection. This is advanced planning. What does Paul teach about giving in this short text? 
How much should one give? (2 Corinthians 8-9) !
Q: Why would Paul send the collection to Jerusalem? (v.3) Significant numbers of Jewish Christians in 
Jerusalem were impoverished (cf. Rom. 15:26), and Paul spent a lot of energy raising funds from various 
Gentile churches in Asia and Europe to help meet their needs (Acts 20:4). But in addition to alleviating 
physical suffering, Paul undoubtedly saw the collection as an opportunity to bring greater unity within the 
church across Jewish and Gentile boundaries, to pay off a spiritual debt of sorts that the Gentile 
congregations owed their “mother church” in Jerusalem (Rom. 15:27), and to demonstrate the 
genuineness of Gentile Christianity to skeptical Jewish Christians (cf. Acts 24:17). How can you or your 
church be a blessing to other believers in need near you or around the world? How can you generosity 
both help (or hinder) them? !
Q: How will the collection be sent to Jerusalem? (vs.3-4) It will be sent by letter when he arrives. There is the 
possibility that Paul will go with it too if it is advised of him to go. How do you see both financial integrity and 
accountability at work here? !
Travel Plans: Helping those on the Go (16:5-12) !
Q: Where does Paul have to go first before coming to Corinth? He is going to Macedonia (v.5) Why is he 
stopping there? He was called by God in a vision to go there to bring the gospel to the Macedonians (cf. 
Acts 16:9; 19:21).  !
Q: What do you learn about Paul’s travel plans and personal visits? (vs.6-9) He may spend winter in Corinth, 
but doesn't intend to stay long on this visit. Possibly the next visit. Paul wants Corinth to help him wherever 
he should go (cf. Acts 15:3). What is certain is that he will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost because a door of 
ministry opened wide for him there (Acts 14:27). How can you or your church be of help to those traveling 
and ministering? !
Q:  Who is coming? (vs.10-11) Timothy, Paul’s patawan. How does Paul prepare the church for his visit? They 
are to accept him and treat him as a servant of God. Why might the church despise Timothy? He’s not Paul 
and he is young. Even though they are not getting the “Apostle” they are to treat him as if he is Paul. 
Sometimes a church is disappointed with seconds. That’s a shame. What is Timothy doing among them? He 
is doing the Lord’s work.  How can we protect ourselves from lifting up God’s servants to highly or lowly? !
Getting Personal: Final Goodbyes and Exits (16:12-24) !
Q: Who is Apollos and the other brothers? He was a Jew from Egypt who was a student of the Scriptures (v.
12; cf. Acts 18:24). He has been asked to visit Corinth, but has not yet had the opportunity. !
Q: How does verses 13-14 like a commanders charge to his troops, to men and all who follow Christ? Like a 
soldier commander to keep on the lookout, stand firm, man-up, and be strong. Where have you heard 
these charges elsewhere in Scripture? How is the last charge the most important? It is possible to do all the 
other charges, but without love they are meaningless (v.14; cf. 13:1-14:1). The absence of love would make 
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all the charges mere duties without delight. Which of the commands challenges you the most? Which do 
you most need to focus us right now? !
Q: Who is Stephanas? He was one of the first converts among the region of Corinthians (see 1:16). What has 
been the ministry of Stephanas and his family? They serve those who serve God. How is this a blessing to the 
church and those who are serving it, like Paul? (vs. 15-18) He is able to do what he does because people 
like Stephanas and his family are supporting and serving him. They have refreshed his spirit as well as the 
church.  How does Paul encourage the church to honor such servants? He says to recognize, respect, 
honor and obey them (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13; Philippians 2:29-30; 2 Corinthians 11:9; Philemon 
13). The church needs to empower such men and encourage godly men and leadership. !
Q: Who does Paul give final greetings to? Aquila and Priscilla (v.19) Who are they? They were Paul’s 
partners and tentmakers who came to Corinth with him originally (cf. Acts 18:2, 18, 26; Romans 16:3; 1 
Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4). They are a couple who have served with Paul and the church a long time. !
Q: What is a holy kiss? It is a dear of endearment and affection (see Romans 16:16). It is similar to a 
handshake or hug in our culture. !
Q: How did Paul write this letter? He wrote it with his own hands (v. 21; cf. Colossians 4:18; 2 Thessalonians 
3:17; Romans 16:22; Galatians 6:11; Philemon 19). How are letters so special to you? How special would 
these letters have been to the church? How has this letter been a blessing to you? !
Q: What are Paul’s final words? 1) Love Christ or be accursed, 2) Maranatha or Come, Lord! 3) Paul showers 
these with the grace of Christ, 4) Paul showers them with his love (vs.22-24). How are last words important? 
Why are these last words significant? How do you normally close a letter? How does Paul offer you 
encouragement as you think about the closing of your next letter or email?
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