
RE: Kony 2012
Hi Mrs __________,

Thank you for your note and for your concern about Africa generally 
and for the children of Africa. It is a tribute to the love and compassion 
of Christ in your heart. In decades and centuries gone by, people in the 
West did not hear about atrocities and genocides in distant places 
because of the lack of communication; explorers and missionaries 
could keep people spell bound by their stories because only they saw 
the wars, slaughters, and plagues first-hand. That has changed today 
with the advent of inexpensive travel, digital videos and photos, and 
social media.

Firstly, let me allay some fears about Uganda; I was there a couple 
years ago. It is a wonderful country, blessedly poor and battling AIDS 
and malaria like most countries on this continent, but having probably 
the highest percentage born again population of any country on the 
earth at present. The Baptist, Methodist, and conservative Presbyterian 
churches there are doing very well. The rural areas looked wonderful, 
and the plots that people live on are large enough to sustain big 
gardens, a few chickens, a cow, banana and mango trees, and a 
decent home. I went house to house over many miles near Mbale and 
found the people very pleasant and open to a servant of the Lord who 
wanted to share the gospel.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4MnpzG5Sqc


Most Americans think that being poor is fundamentally wrong, but fail to 
realise that not only was Jesus poor, he was purposefully poor … as 
were the apostles, and as were most of the early church fathers who 
gave away their wealth to the poor. We do not need to relieve 
someone’s poverty if they are surviving; to do so by giving money is the 
worst mistake the West has made since WWII. No continent has 
received more international aid than Africa over the past 50 years, and 
probably no continent is as rich in natural resources … yet no continent 
is poorer. Lack of money or natural resources are not the problem. Most 
of them don’t aspire to build business and be rich; they love their simple 
rural life. In fact, the West telling them that they have it bad, and giving 
too much aid and assistance has crippled them, and now they look to 
the mzungu (whites) for anything big … like the AIDS problem or the 
Kony problem. 

Museveni took power in 1986 (he was the general of the National 
Resistance Army) and was a wonderful man for a while. Most African 
leaders are. It is not a question of how they step into power; the 
question is whether they will ever step down from power. Museveni 
ended the bloodshed (300,000 lives lost under Idi Amin) with his own 
war, granted freedom of religion, and invested in the infrastructure of 
roads and bridges destroyed in earlier wars … but Museveni ended the 
multi-party political system for two decades, and even though they have 
now had two “free” elections in 2006 and 2011, fraud has destroyed the 
free elective process and he still hasn’t stepped down. When Museveni 
ousted an Acholi president, put more than a million Acholi in relocation 
camps, and ended multi-party politics in 1986, that was when an Acholi 
named Joseph Kony, put together his army to supposedly take over the 
country and set up a theocracy like the Old Testament – Kony claims he 
is a “Christian fundamentalist” – nice huh? – and is a medium who 
channels the Holy Spirit as the voice of God. Well, now the Ugandans 
(and independent observers) say President Museveni is corrupt and 
pocketing state funds, and the cities are falling to ruin. As Bono says, 
the biggest problem in Africa is its leaders.

Most of the world has not known or cared that the bloodiest conflict on 
earth since WWII is Kony’s war of terror in the Democratic Republic of 



Congo and Uganda – 5,400,000 people are estimated to have died 
from his army according to the UN. He should have been dealt with a 
long time ago, and Museveni should have done much more to combat 
him, but when Kony came back into Northern Province to his old town 
of Gulu a few years ago, Museveni threw some armies at him but not 
nearly enough. In DR Congo, Kony disappears into the jungles, but 
when he came to Uganda, he was more out in the open savannah 
lands and more should have been attacked mercilessly. They lost their 
shot; he’s believed to be in Congo again. The churches in other 
provinces have begun church planting efforts up around Gulu again – 
the gospel is out there, make no mistake that the churches are 
committed to covering Northern Province with the gospel. I was going 
to go with them on a survey trip but they thought it still too dangerous 
since the Sudan fighting was also coming over the border into Northern 
Province back then. Phil Hunt’s new team is doing some work up there 
now. The old Sudan government, which was angry with Uganda, 
funded Kony’s army for a long time. But yes, Kony is quiet and seems 
to be gone now, and the Sudan conflict is settling a bit, so mission work 
is being done … by wonderful Christian African churches … as it should 
be!

Kony is brilliant and he knows the geography of the areas where he 
works very well. His men come in and commit atrocities, capture the 
kids, and then disappear by the time word has reached any authorities 
who can help. The number of kids is between 60,000 and 100,000 
rather than the 35,000 mentioned in the video. We had a UN peace 
keeper stay with us this time last year – peacekeeping volunteers are 
required to get out of the “red zone” every 55 days for sanity’s sake. 
She was near an airport in DR Congo that was attacked by Kony’s men 
in 2010, and they cut up each of the UN pilots in six pieces. One was a 
South African. That’s part of Kony’s demonic brilliance – word travels of 
the terror his army does and it freaks out the other African armies.

It is refreshing to hear of attention being drawn to this situation. I was 
very happy when the US announced that they were sending 100 
advisors last year. My opinion is that is what is needed … but for a 
longer period of time. We need to help the Ugandan military solve its 
own problem ... maybe with a little help from our drones and infrared 



equipment. I can see in “Kony 2012” their fear that the 100 men will be 
brought home soon and the mission ended. 

But crowd-sourced intervention, though well-intentioned, would be 
dangerous … like many American missionaries who charge in as the 
great white saviours with their money and try to save the day, only 
making matters worse. Social media has served to bring down dictators 
but has, thus far, been unable to construct anything positive in their 
place yet. American Christians should not be pushing for a major 
incursion of US forces. We do not need yet more warmongering by a 
narcissistic superpower who believes, with Oprah, that it can do 
anything. The US is not the moral policeman of the world, and should 
not be messing with internal problems in Libya, Syria, Egypt, Uganda, 
or anywhere else. Aside from it being ethically wrong, Iraq showed us 
repeatedly that we have a poor understanding of foreign cultures and 
their complex problems, and often go in misinformed and unwilling to 
listen first. If they remove Kony, is it possible that he will have trained a 
successor who will avoid capture and continue the raids? Of course. 
Will we have addressed the underlying problems that caused the rise of 
Kony or provide funds for him? Of course not. That’s too complex, so 
we go for short-range wins, document them on video with motivational 
music, and then upload them to Facebook, patting ourselves on the 
back because we got the world’s #1 bad guy.

We watch movies like The Interpreter, Blood Diamond, and Machine 
Gun Preacher which help us to see what has been happening in Africa, 
and we get all worked up into a frenzy. But there are hundreds of 
dictators and rebel armies roaming the earth – what about the jihadists 
in Mindanao, Philippines? Are we going after them? And Mugabe just 
north of us in Zimbabwe who slew more than 200,000 Matabele and 
thousands of whites when he came to power? Are we going after him? I 
guess not. As was said in the video, where the US has no national 
security interests or financial interests the US will stay out of things. I 
think that even where American has “interests,” it has overstepped its 
bounds, overextended its financial resources, and absent God’s 
intervention, is going to fall as did the Roman Empire. 

I am sorry for the Ugandan children, and we should pray for them and 



weep for them, and ask God’s mercy for them, and for Him to stir 
African leaders to deal with Kony soon. But the answer on the ground 
does not lie with us.  We must be called by the Lord and not by need.  
Needs are overwhelming and will consume us.  Jesus did not enter 
every town with His healing and miracles; He did His Father’s will.

The West just sees this 25-year-old conflict as Africans killing Africans, 
a centuries-old problem that will never be changed. But the answer is 
not “the white man’s burden” to step in and sort things out for the 
Africans. Africans are not helpless children in need of rescuing by white 
Americans who, as the new brand of politically activist “world-children,” 
ignore national sovereignty in the name of making the world a safer 
place. Rather, we should work with Africans to solve their problems … if 
they ask. The African Union has NOT asked the West for help; they 
insist it is a local problem and in post-colonial Africa they HATE when 
Europe or the US does what it did in Libya (a la John Cain), using 
Western military to bring about regime change in African lands. They 
also do not want any Western military presence on the continent. Their 
post-colonial anti-Western hatred and distrust runs deep.

This is dangerous stuff; this is not Call of Duty where you die and 
spawn up again. Journalists who have tried to uncover the Kony story 
are killed, and so the media withdrew and has stayed out, hence 
avoiding public attention. NGOs similarly have not risked working in 
these areas. A Presbyterian woman I met in Mbale had been raped and 
held hostage for two years, but was then released – she was going 
back as a missionary to Gulu and Arua. God bless her!!  The group that 
put out the film, Invisible Children, may actually cost Ugandans 
thousands of more lives; they have already gone into Uganda and tried 
to provoke retaliation. It almost seems like some want to die as martyrs 
in order to garner international attention and support. This is dangerous 
stuff.

I am a little leery of researching the names of churches and NGOs 
there because if they get too much funding that causes problems and 
corruption in those organisations as well. The last I heard, they 
Ugandan Christians were moving back into Northern Province. Of 
course, Invisible Children avoided mentioning that the boy who lost his 



brother was a professing believer. God’s work rolls on.

God keep you sister.
In His service and yours,

David J. Brown
Area Director for Africa

Biblical Ministries Worldwide

P O Box 787
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